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The recent call by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to adopt Swadeshi and strengthen local manufacturing
highlights India’s push towards Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India). The announcement coincided with the
foundation of the first PM MITRA Park in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh, amid ongoing trade tensions with the U.S. over
tariffs. The event also saw the launch of health initiatives and a reiteration of India’s strong stance on cross-border

terrorism.

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi on

Wednesday urged
citizens to buy only made-
in-India products and trad-
ers to sell only indigenous-
Iy manufactured goods as
he laid the foundation for
the country’s first PM Mega
Integrated Textile Region
and Apparel (PM MITRA)
park in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhar district.

His remarks came a day
after the latest round of
talks on an elusive India-
.S, trade agreement,
amid tensions over U.S, ta-
riffs on Indian products,
even as U5, President Do-
nald Trump wished Mr
Madi for his 75th birthday.

“This is the season of
festivals, and at this very

Key Current Affairs Dimensions

Indians must embrace Swadeshi, as it will help
in development of the country, says Modi

time, we must remember
the mantra of Swadeshi
and incorporate it into our
lives. [ have a humble re-
quest to my 140 crore fel-
low countrymen: whatever
you buy, it should be made
in our country,” Mr. Modi
said in Dhar's Bhainsola,

Saying be wants to build
a developed India by 2047,
he added, “Whatever our
businesspersons sell must
be made in our country.
Now we must make Swa-
deshi the foundation of a
developed India. This will
happen when we proudly
buy products made in the
country. We must first de-
termine whether the pro-
duct is made in the coun-
try. When we do this, our
money remains in the
country and leads to the
development  of  the
country.”

1. Swadeshi and Trade Policy

PM MITRA Pa

Referring to Operation
Sindoor. which began with
Indian air strikes on terro-
rist infrastructure in Pakis-
tan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir on May 7, Mr. Mo~
di said the Armed Forces
had “brought Pakistan to
its knees in the blink of an
eye”

e 2 m
Big push: Prime Minister Narerdra Modi during the launch of the
at Dharin Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday. P

PM says he will urge State governments to put
up signs in every shop detailing Indian products

“Just vesterday, the na-
tion and world saw a Pakis-
tani terrorist speaking of
his ordeal while crying,” he
said, alluding to a viral vi-
deo of Jaish-e-Mohammad
commander Ilyas Kashmi-
ri, who claimed that the fa-
mily of growp chief Masood
Azhar was "torn into piec-

o5 on May 7",

“Terrorists from Pakis-
tan had destroyed the sin-
door [vermillion] on our
sisters. We have destroved
terrorist hideouts through
Operatien Sindoor, This is
new India, it is not scared
of  anyone’s  nuclear
threats. It enters [the ene-
my's| house and strikes,”
the Prime Minister said.

‘Buy Swadeshi®

He also noted that the new
GST rates will come into ef-
fect from September 22,
coinciding with the first
day of Navratri. “We need
1o launch a campaign pro-
moting Swadeshi. 1 will
urge the State government
to putl up signs in every
shop detailing Swadeshi
goods. Buyers will also
know that they are buying
Swadeshi,” he added.

e PM urged citizens to buy and traders to sell only made-in-India products.
e Emphasis on keeping money within the domestic economy — boost to MSMEs, artisans, local
industries.
e Context: India-U.S. trade deal deadlock and tariff disputes — highlighting the need for reduced import
dependence.

2. PM MITRA Parks

Mr. Modi launched the
Swasth Nari Sashakt Pari-
var Abhiyaan (SNSPA), a
Union government initia-
tive almed at improving
women's health through
comprehensive screenings
and services,

“Its goal is to ensure that
no woman falls victim o
any disease due to lack of
information. There are dis-
eases that women are most
vulnerable to. I’s crucial to
detect these diseases early.
Serious diseases like can-
cer can be detected early.
The women of our country
continue to bless me. The-
refore, these programs are
for them,” he said, urging
women to avail free check-
up and medication servic-
es. The campaign will run
until Gandhi Jayant on Oc-
tober 2,

The PM MITRA park in

Amid tariffs row, PM pushes Iocal production

He also hails the armed forces which ‘brought
Pakistan to its knees’ during Operation Sindoor

Dhar is one of seven such
establishments approved
by the Union Ministry of
Textiles.

The other sites are in Ta-
mil Nadus Virudhnagar,
Telangana's Warangal, Guj-
arat’s Navasari, Karnata-
ka's Kalaburagi, Uttar Pra-
desh’s  Lucknow, and
Maharashtra’s Amravati.

Based on the 5F theme
— farm to fibre to factory to
fashion to foreign — the in-
itiative aims to boost In-
dia’s textile manufacturing
and exports. Madhya Pra-
desh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav recently said propo-
sals worth more than
123,000 crore have been
received from 114 textile
companies for the Dhar
park.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
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¢ PM MITRA (Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel) scheme: Seven parks approved across
states.

e Dhar park in MP is the first to take off; investment proposals worth 323,000+ crore already received.

e 5F vision: Farm —Fibre— Factory — Fashion — Foreign.

e Aim: Increase global competitiveness of India’s textile exports, reduce logistics costs, and generate large-
scale employment.

e Static link: India’s textile industry contributes ~2.3% of GDP, 13% of industrial production, and 12% of
exports.

3. Women’s Health Initiative

e Launch of SwasthNariSashaktParivarAbhiyaan (SNSPA): free screenings and medication till Oct 2.

e Tackles diseases like cancer through early detection — link to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and
SDG 5 (Gender Equality).

e Reinforces women's health as a foundation for family and national development.

4. National Security Angle

e PM referenced Operation Sindoor (May 7, 2025) — Indian air strikes on terrorist camps in PoK.
e Message: India’s proactive counter-terrorism stance, “New India” not deterred by nuclear threats.
e Static link: India’s counter-terrorism policy, surgical strikes of 2016, Balakot 2019, etc.

Static Linkages (Prelims Perspective)

o Textile Industry: Major hubs — Surat, Tiruppur, Varanasi, Bhilwara.

e Schemes related to textiles: SITP, RoSCTL, Amended TUFS, SAMARTH, PM MITRA.

e Trade Policy: India’s stance on WTO, tariff disputes, FTAs with U.S., EU, ASEAN.

e Women Health Missions: POSHAN Abhiyaan, Pradhan MantriMatruVandanaYojana (PMMVY), Janani
Suraksha Yojana (JSY).

e Security Operations: Comparison of “"Operation Sindoor” with earlier "Operation Vijay” (Kargil) and
"Operation Meghdoot” (Siachen).

Critical Analysis

e Opportunities:
o Boosts local employment, especially in textiles (second-largest employer after agriculture).
o Reduces import dependence, strengthens forex reserves.
o Enhances India’s image as a strong nation diplomatically and militarily.
¢ Challenges:
o Ensuring competitiveness of Indian products vis-a-vis cheaper imports (e.g., Chinese goods).
o Trade retaliation risks amid tariff wars.
o Effective implementation of women's health schemes at grassroots.
o Balancing nationalism-driven consumption with global trade commitments.
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Governance & International Relations Conclusion

The PM'’s Dhar address interlinks economic self-reliance, social empowerment, and national security. While PM
MITRA parks provide a concrete step toward industrial expansion and job creation, the Swadeshi call reaffirms
India’s long-term vision of becoming a developed nation by 2047. However, sustained competitiveness, effective
trade diplomacy, and grassroots implementation of welfare schemes will be crucial to realize this vision.

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: With reference to the PM MITRA scheme, consider the following statements:
1. It aims to integrate the entire textile value chain from farm to foreign.

2. Seven PM MITRA parks have been approved across different states.

3. It is implemented by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: Swadeshi push and mega textile parks are integral to India’s path towards becoming a developed nation by

2047. Discuss in the context of recent government initiatives. (250 Words)
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The European Union (EU) has released a “New Strategic EU-India Agenda” to deepen cooperation in trade,
technology, defence, security, and climate change. This comes amid ongoing negotiations for an India—-EU FTA
(Free Trade Agreement). However, India’s oil imports from Russia and participation in Russian military
exercises remain points of contention in Brussels. Simultaneously, India is pursuing FTA talks with the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU), highlighting its multi-alignment strategy in a multipolar world.
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EU-In

EUS top diplomat Kaja Kallas releases strategic agenda on trade, technology., security, defence and climate; however, India’s military exercises with
Russia and its continued purchase of Russian oil are seen in Brussels as potential obstacles to the deepening of the relationship with New Delhi

Sriram Lakshman
LONDOXN

he European Union
T has set out a plan to
upgrade its strateg-
fe ties with India, even as it
warned that India’s mili-
tary exercises with Russia
and its purchase of Russian
oil are risks to the growing
strategic  ties  between
Brussels and New Delhi.
The European Commis-
sion and the EUs top di-
plomat Kaja Kallas released
‘A New Strategic EU-India
Agenda’ on Wednesday in
Brussels, and urged the Eu-
ropean  Parliament and
Council (Le., the heads of
member states) to adopt it.
Ms. Kallas called India a
“crucial” partner for the
EU, as she outlined the
strategy that encompassed
trade, technology, securi-
ty, defence and climate.
She was speaking at a tele-
vised press conference in
Brussels on Wednesday.
The document declared
that “the EU and India
have the potential and de-
termination to shape one
of the defining partner-

ships of the 21st century”.

Brussels and New Delhi
are in the midst of negotiat-
ing a free trade agreement
(FTA), with the EU’s trade
chief Maro$ Sefovié visit-
ing New Delhi last week for
talks with Commerce Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal.

“We are also negotiating
an agreement of exchange
of classified information
and deepening ties bet-
ween defence industry
[sic],” Ms. Kallas said, ad-
ding that there were hesita-
tions here among the Col-
lege of Commissioners
(comprised of Commis-
sioners from the 27 EU
countries).

With Russia escalating
its attacks on Ukraine in re-
cent weeks, the Europeans
are grappling with how to
navigate New Delhi’s close-
ness to Moscow.

“India’s participation in
Russia’s military exercises
and its purchase of Russian
oil stand in the way of clos-
er ties, because ultimately,
our partnership is not only
about trade, but also about
defending rules-based in-
ternational order,” Ms. Kal-

Key Current Developments

1. Strategic Agenda 2025+

NEW STRATEGIC

The European Commission's High Representative for Foreign Affairs

A~U-INDIA AGE IDA

Kaja Kallas and Eurepean Commissioner for Trade Maros Seféovic at
a press conference in Brussels, Belgium on Wednesday, REUTERS

las said.

“It is of utmost impor-
tance to the EU that any en-
ablement of the war be
curtailed,” the strategy
document says,

The negotiations with
New Delhi would address
these challenges with the
aim of adopting a joint
roadmap at the next EU-In-
dia summit in early 2026,
according to Ms. Kallas.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said he was “de-
lighted” by the adoption of
the new strategic docu-
ment. “We remain com-
mitted to an early and

peaceful resolution of the
Ukraine conflict,” he said,
reflecting on his phone call
on Wednesday with Euro-
pean Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leven.
India and the EU have
been seeking to bolster ties
in the face of increasing ge-
apalitical uncertainty and
challenges in their trade re-
lationships with the U.S,
Trade between India
and the EU has grown over
90% in the last decade, Mr.
Seféovi¢ said at Wednes-
day’s press conference, but
the two sides had just
“scratched the surface”,

according to the Commis-
sioner. Brussels and New
Delhi are hoping to con-
clude a trade deal by the
end of the year.

Mr. Seféovi¢ said he was
in frequent touch with Mr.
Goyal but wished that
there had been “more pro-
gress” on talks during his
visit to New Delhi last
week. He also said that In-
dian trade negotiators have
a reputation for being
“tough”.

Tariff barriers

On the question of agricul-
tural tariffs, Mr. Seféovié
said that the issue was not
about numbers but rather
about whether what was
being offered was commer-
cially meaningful, after tak-
ing into account tariff and
non-tariff barriers. He cit-
ed India’s Qualitative Con-
trol Orders (QCOs) as an ex-
ample and said they were
something the EU should
consider in its negotia-
tions.

The 14" round of trade
talks is due to take place in
Brussels from  October
5-10.

e EU calls India a “crucial partner” for shaping a defining 21st-century partnership.
e Focus: trade, tech, security, defence, climate.
e Joint roadmap expected at the next EU-India Summit in 2026.

2. India-EU FTA Negotiations

Trade between India and EU 1 90% in the last decade.
Current issue: tariff barriers, QCOs (Quality Control Orders), and market access in agriculture.

e 14th round of talks scheduled in Brussels (Oct 6-10, 2025).

EU emphasizes “commercially meaningful” offers, not just tariff reduction numbers.

Quizzed specifically on
India’s participation in the
recent Zapad-2025 military
exercises led by Russia, Ms,
Kallas said she had spoken
to External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar on Tuesday.
She reiterated that exercis-
es with Russia and buying
oil were issues to the
relationship.

“The question is always
whether we leave this void
to be filled by somebody
else. So we try to fill it our-
selves,” she said in res-
ponse to the guestion on
cooperation  with India.
She responded similarly,
when quizzed on India's
apparent détente with
China.

The College of Commis-
sioners had agreed that the
EU should deepen ties with
India to “not really push
them into Russia’s corner”,

Ms. Kallas cited the prin-
ciple of ‘nothing is agreed
until everything is agreed’
several times, including
when asked about how the
trade talks would be im-
pacted if India did not take
on board the EU's con-
cerns regardi
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3. Russian Angle

e EU concerns:
o India’s purchase of Russian oil (at discounted rates).
o Participation in Zapad-2025 military exercises with Russia.
e EU fears this “undermines the rules-based international order.”
e At the same time, EU wants to prevent India from being “pushed into Russia’s corner.”

4. India’s Multi-alignment

e India exploring an FTA with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) (includes Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Armenia). First round expected Nov 2025.
e Simultaneous talks: EU, Chile, Peru, ASEAN (review)— part of India’s diversified trade strategy.

Static Linkages

¢ EU-India Relations:
o Strategic Partnership: 2004.
o EUis India’s third-largest trading partner (~11% of total trade).
o Areas of cooperation: Connectivity Partnership (2021), Climate & Clean Energy, Research &
Innovation (Horizon Europe).
e FTA Background:
o India—EU Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) talks began in 2007, stalled in
2013, revived in 2022.
e EAEU:
o A customs union & single market led by Russia, est. 2015.
o HQ: Moscow.
e Trade Policy Context:
o India has signed FTAs with UAE, Australia (ECTA).
o Ongoing talks: UK, EU, Canada, EAEU.

Mains Dimensions

International Relations
e EU-India convergence: climate change, Indo-Pacific, resilient supply chains, green transition.
e Divergence: Russia policy, human rights, agricultural tariffs.

e Balancing act: India must navigate strategic autonomy while keeping EU ties strong.

Economy

e FTA with EU — boost to exports (textiles, pharma, IT, auto parts).
e EU seeks access in agriculture, dairy, services.
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e Non-tariff barriers (QCOs) — WTO compatibility issues.

Security &Defence

e Proposal for info-sharing agreement &defence industry cooperation.
e EU wants India as a partner in upholding rules-based order in Indo-Pacific.

Critical Analysis

¢ Opportunities:

o EU-India FTA can diversify India’s export markets beyond US & China.

o Defence& tech cooperation aligns with India’s “Atmanirbhar Bharat.”

o Climate and renewable energy partnership supports India’s net-zero 2070 target.
e Challenges:

o EU’s Russia stance vs India’s energy security & multi-alignment policy.

o Tariff & non-tariff disagreements.

o EU’s human rights conditionalities may complicate FTA.

Conclusion

The upgraded EU-India Strategic Agenda signals Europe’s intent to partner with India as a key global player amid
shifting geopolitics. While differences on Russia remain, both sides recognize the value of strengthening ties in
trade, climate, and security. For India, balancing strategic autonomy with pragmatic economic gains will determine
whether the India—EU FTA and broader strategic partnership become a reality by 2026.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: Consider the following statements about the European Union (EU):
1. The EU is headquartered in Brussels.

2. It currently has 27 member states.

3. The United Kingdom continues to be a part of the EU Customs Union.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 only

(d)1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

UPSC Mains Paper Practice Question

Ques :. Evaluate the potential economic impact of the proposed India—EU Free Trade Agreement on India‘s
exports, employment, and MSME sector. (150 Words)
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The Supreme Court of India has recently addressed the issue of Governors and the President withholding action
on Bills passed by State legislatures under Article 200 and Article 201. By prescribing a three-month time limit,
the Court sought to prevent legislative paralysis. This has triggered debate over separation of powers, discretion

of constitutional authorities, and the balance between judiciary and executive.

Key Issues Raised
1. Governor’s Role under Article 200

e Four options:

1. Assent to the Bill.

2. Withhold assent.

3. Return Bill to
Assembly for
reconsideration.

4. Reserve Bill
President’s
consideration.

e Debate: Does the Governor
enjoy discretion or is he
bound by aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers?

for

2. Judicial Interpretation

e Shamsher Singh vs State of
Punjab (1974)— Governor
must act on aid and advice
except where Constitution
explicitly provides discretion.

A judicial nudge following stuck legislative Dusiness

e Supreme Court of India has heard
argumients on the Mresidential
Eelerence in respect of the Governis's
peswers unider Artiche 200 pertaining 1o
the assent to Hills passed by the State |egislaure
Earlies, 3 two-Judge Bench, headed by Justice LB
Parchwla, ol foved i tlnwellie of three moaths
o7 1o Gk Fnal decision on a Bill
o b b for assent. The same timedine
wats macle applicathle ta the President of India
alsr

The timi limit flxed by the Count has raised
yebrows n the povernment 45 well i the media
Thee general reriiin from & secthon of the medis
was thar the Conrt cannot direct the Gavernor or
the President, whe are high constiruiions]
mathorities, to act within a specified time when
the Consttution does not lave amy such tme
Tramse, The powvernmnent had abo siken this le of
Argument in the Court

Seeiteration of a recognised principle
Astiche 200 of thee Constitstion hus four options
Far the Governor whert a Bill is presented w him
afer being passed by the State legislanire, These
oprinms are o assen o the Bill: 1n withbold
assent; return the Bill ta the Assembly with o
request 1 recomsider the Bill 2 3 whols or
certin clmses, or teserve 8 for the consideration
of the President

A very Imporimnt question which arse In the
conten of the Gavernos s ke n dealing with a
Bill after it is prassed by the legiskture is whether
the Governor has any diseretion in the exercise of
any of the optiors mentoned above, Under
Artiche 163, the Governor bs requilred |u.-m\,,.

g
by o under the Constintion, The Ca |u||'|| 15, In
cases Irom Sharmsher Singht ve State of Purgal
(1ST74), b Niabuaen Rebia (018, e it cheat 1ot
the Governoe cannct perform any of his sxecutive
Functions exceps on the advice of the £

Mitsters Beaded by the Of
Sarkaria Commission aoud Funchihi Commission
won refterated this well-recognised constintional

rl.ndp .,

‘The petnr that has been emphsised in all de
fraidEments of the Court s the judicial
commissions is that the Governor is just a
eonsttinional bead and that the Teal execarive
power of the state is vested in the slected
povermiment. Thersfore, the Governar cannot acr
e pendintly,

S0, the question of eruckl mportance in this
content i whether (e Guverno, while exrcising
any of the oprions under Article 200, can act i
his discretion. The answer to this question will
become clear when we tike o doss Jook a1t the

BT, Achary
Barmmer Srerrtacy
Gereral, Lok Sabhia

The top court’s
e 10 fis 2
e lisviin fow 4
Covermon i
vk a fnal
deision on a
Bill st b
Inerpreted i
e
smiwhen the
legiskative

LS

Governmient of ndia Act, 8935, Section 75 of this
Act s substantially the same as Article 200,
Section 75 uses the wonds “the gaversar i his
discregion”™ which means hat giving assent or
wighhalding it or serdi hv'll:llll ack o the
Eepgkslature or resery the comsideraion of
e Governor Genes md\ Ik hvihl Governos o
his discretion.

This Section has been virtually reproduced in
Asrtiche 500 hirt omits the words "in his
discretion”, This woild shisw that the
Comstitution-makers wasted the Gorernor o
reise the power under Article 200 only on the
advive of hwe Counel of Minlsters

The bssue of “discredon”

The question of discretion of the Governor under
Artice 200 is ooe that bas been dealt witl by the
Count In a mambser of cises. Surprisingy, the
Conart, m Shamsher Singh, discovered a
discretionary powe i the Governat under
Antiche 300, 1t hedd that he must exercise it 1o the
et of i judyeinent and should plersue 3 course
which i pot detrimensal o the sale.

Bur the Court, m The Stose of Tammil Nodu v
Tiver Corrmon O Tamilnadu and Anr, (2025, did
nice accepe the den of 3 Governor exercising his
discretion i withhokling isent or reserving s
Bill for the consiceration of the President, It siys,

i the power o witlihold assent w Bills o o
reserve them for the conslderation af the
rresdent & constrised g within the
exclusive dscretionary domain of the governor
v wonsh b frie to dicide a course of uction
notwithstanding the aid and advice of the council
ol mini=ers it would have the potemmial of nemingg
him ot & super comsimaional fgure having the
power 10 bring to a comphete halt the operation

of the hegislitive machlery o the stae. The
woverniar catmut be vested with such power.,.

The Sarkiria Commsssion, while grant rr.. |1|.||

prescribest by the Court within which the
Gevvermor and the President are requined to take 3
firsal decisivn on 3 Bill, Prom the arguments imade
o behualt’ of the Undon Government, it ks clear
thst it b strong objection o the tiee i, 0 s
true that netime Mmit has been prescribed by
Arthchies 200 o 200, 1t bs obvious that the Court
fised the i fimit because some of the
f‘nwvnu\nlml sl o Bills for years i JJ.‘|'||III

g any i th 3

under Article 200, The T n s whethier r|u
Constiation permins such & course of sction. 1t
does pol.

S, t5 theere i remedy avallable i Staes
whose important Ralls a0 in limba? When
Guvernos it an Bills for vears, should mocthe
Urdon intervene and direct the Gavernor to act in

accvadance with the Comstitution? Article 355 can
e creatively lserpreted w mean that the Union
|an|mrrm Inu-ru mie - ensure that the
carvied on in 3
‘with the prissicas o |rrhe-c anstitution.
Thwartinng the legistative process by Wie Govertoe
iy sitting on DS prassed by the legishinire for
vears creates & situation whiere in the govermment
cannot be carried an in acoondance with the
provisions of the canstination. Article 155
inspases a disty upon the Union b direct the
Gt o perform his corstiutional duty
under Article 2000

A remedy for what is now a reality
I n s s the Usiion intervened to direct 3
Cwevrmor o chear the Bills that he sat an for
years. Thit has forced the Supreme Court o fix
kv v Bt miswe, Thee Constimtion mskers
conild ¢ sualised such conduct on rhe
s, B now that it has
i [vlrlujlf Iu\'.r:lu' Fenind, By

nermally, in the dischasge of
Artiche 200, the Governar must abide by the
advice of his Couneil of Mirsters, sald that in rare
and exceptional cases, he niay act in the exercse
afhis disretion especially wiien the provisions of
the 1] are: patently unsonstitional.
While divergence of oplaion exsts i Indien

Juticia] decisices, scrarding o 0.0, Rasu, the
rencumed constitutional authority, in the United
Kangelom, the sovereign has po pawer o withhold
& Bill without the advice of the Coancil of
MMiniszers. The deliberate cmssion of the wornd
‘discretion” in Article 200 of the Constinsion of

lndia compels the conclusion that this Article
des 1ot permi discretion of any kind by the
Governor while dealing with a Bill passed by the
legislature.

The next guestion is about the dme limi

cased,
af Majah v Princpol Secrtary ko
thhe Gt {2003) ancl The Suate of Tanil Nach
1 The Governor OF Tl wowd Ane. are in fact
Landmark wdgments which strock a blow far
federalism. Jucpes interpret the Canstinstion and
clarify the Jegal ambguities, and in that process
o create new rules, Article 21 was a prisoter of
the lieral interpresation sinoe 1
Czapialan) olll the American docrrine o
process was imported nto it and e‘xpumdu!x:
ambsle i Muraediz Ganlli (1978},

Theredisre, it & quite: ot oof place b argue that

judges, by interpreting the existing provisions o

et i new situation which posed & serivus

challenge tothe constimtional order, are

amending the Constitution. The Fillicy in this
et i foo cbrdous o miss,

¢ NabamRebia (2016)— Governor cannot act independently of the elected government.
e State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to Governor (2023)— Governors cannot indefinitely delay Bills.

e State of Tamil Nadu vs Governor of Tamil Nadu (2025)— Discretion to withhold assent cannot be

unfettered, else Governor becomes a "super-constitutional” authority.

3. Constituent Assembly Intent

e Government of India Act, 1935 (Sec. 75) — allowed Governors discretion.
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e Article 200 (Indian Constitution) —deliberately dropped the phrase “in his discretion.”
e Implies: Framers wanted Governor to act only on ministerial advice.

4. Time Limit Controversy

e Constitution silent on timeline under Articles 200/201.

e Supreme Court fixed 3 months— response to Governors sitting on Bills for years.

e Government's objection: Judiciary cannot impose timelines not provided in Constitution.

e Counter: Judicial innovation ensures smooth legislative functioning and prevents constitutional
breakdown.

5. Union’s Role under Article 355

e Union’s duty: Ensure States function per Constitution.
e If Governors stall Bills indefinitely, it violates constitutional governance.
e Possibility: Union may direct Governors to discharge duties properly.

Static Linkages (Prelims Pointers)

e Articles:
o Art. 163 — Aid and advice principle.
o Art. 200 & 201 — Assent to State Bills.
o Art. 355 — Duty of Union to protect States and ensure constitutional governance.
e Commissions:
o Sarkaria Commission&Punchhi Commission— Governors should normally act on advice, rare
discretion only if Bill is unconstitutional.
e Concepts:
o Separation of powers, judicial activism vs judicial overreach, federalism.

Mains Relevance
Polity & Governance

e Role of Governor: Should be an impartial constitutional head, not an obstacle.
e Judicial intervention as a safeguard of federalism.

Judiciary

e Judicial innovation: Like in Maneka Gandhi (1978), Court expanded Art. 21 through interpretation.
e Similarly, timeline under Art. 200 ensures legislative accountability.

Federalism
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e Cases show friction between elected State governments vs appointed Governors.
e Court upholding federal balance by limiting Governor's arbitrary discretion.

Critical Analysis

e Positives of SC Intervention:
o Prevents legislative paralysis.
o Reinforces elected government'’s primacy.
o Strengthens federal spirit.
e Concerns:
o Judiciary prescribing timelines — blurring line between interpretation and legislation.
o Risk of “judicial overreach” argument.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s judgments in Punjab (2023) and Tamil Nadu (2025) represent landmark steps in defending
federalism and curbing the misuse of gubernatorial powers. By imposing a time limit, the Court has addressed a
practical constitutional deadlock. Far from amending the Constitution, this is an instance of the judiciary
interpreting constitutional provisions dynamically to meet new challenges. Ultimately, the Governor must remain
a constitutional head, not a political arbiter, and the Court's nudge ensures the smooth functioning of India’s
democratic and federal structure.

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: Under Article 200 of the Indian Constitution, the Governor of a State may:
1. Assent to the Bill.

2. Withhold assent.

3. Return the Bill to the Legislature for reconsideration (except Money Bills).

4. Reserve the Bill for consideration of the President.

Which of the above are correct?

(@) 1,2 and 3 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only

(©1,2,3and 4

(d) 2 and 4 only
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Ans :¢)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: The Governor must remain a constitutional head, not a political arbiter. In light of recent Supreme Court
judgments, critically examine the role of the Governor under Article 200 and 201.(150 Words)

Genocide in Gaza

Page : 08: GS 2 : International Relations / India should speak up against
Preli Israel’s atrocities
relims he UN Commission of Inquiry, after a
T multi-year investigation, has concluded
that Israeli authorities have committed

o e . . . genocide in Gaza. The finding is hardly surprising
The UN Commission of Inquiry has concluded that Israel is committing s the world's leading rights organisations, in-
genocide in Gaza, marking one of the gravest accusations in international  Jcluding two Israeli groups, and genocide scho-

lars, had already accused lsrael of committing

law. With over 65,000 Palestinians killed since October 2023, including  [Jwhatis one of the gravest crimes in international
. .. . law. Yet, the finding would lend weight to such re-
women and children, the findings strengthen ongoing cases before the [ ports and resonate before the International Court

International Court of Justice (ICJ) and International Criminal Court [ °f Justice, which is hearing genocide charges

against Israel, and the International Criminal
(ICC). While global condemnation is increasing, India has so far avoided [ Court, which has issued an arrest warrant for
. e .. . . . . Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The UN
direct criticism of Israel, raising questions about its foreign policy stance. Commission found “reasoriable grounds” to con-
clude that four of the five genocidal acts — killing
members of a community, serious bodily and
Current Affairs Dimensions mental harm, actions aimed at destroying the
group, and preventing births — have been carried
out since the war began following Hamas's Oc-

tober 7, 2023 attack. Israel, which denies allega-
1. The UN Report tions of genocide and war crimes, has killed at
least 65,000 Palestinians in Gaza in 23 months,
many of them women and children. “The respon-

e Conducted multi-year investigation, led by Navi Pillay. sibility for these atrocity crimes lies with Israeli
. . . authorities at the highest echelons who have or-
e Found Israel guilty of 4 out of 5 acts of genocide: chestrated a genocidal campaign with the specif-
o Killing members of a group. ic intent to destroy the Palestinian group in Ga-
_ . K za," says the panel’s leader, Navi Dillay.
@) Causmg Serious bodlly/mental harm. It is tragically ironic that Israel, a nation built
: : . by the survivors of the Shoah, is committing ge-
o Actions aimed at deStroymg the group. nocide against Palestinians. On the day the UN
1) Preventing births. Conunission released its report, Israel launched
. . . . . yet another ground offensive in the famine-strick-
e Report directly implicates Israeli leadership. en Gaza City. Israel's responses to reports of war

crimes and mass killings have invariably been
further escalations, killing and displacing even
2. International Lega| Context more Palestinians. The war, prolonged by Mr. Ne-

tanyahu for his political survival, has left a stain
on Israel’s national compass and deepened its

. ., . . lobal isolation. In the weeks ahead, France, the
° 1C) (The Hague)_’ hea”ng South Africa’s gen0C|de case agamSt E.K. and severalotilerc0u1;t1'iesamexpected to

Israel recognise Palestinian sovereignty, while the Eu-
o . . . ropean Commission has proposed to suspend
e ICC— issued arrest warrant for Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu. trade concessions with Israel and sanction extre-

mist Ministers. Yet, [srael, shielded by the U.S.,
shows little concern. The Trump administration
is unlikely to turn up the heat on its closest ally.
But Europe should start treating lsrael as what it
has become — a rogue state with genocidal intent
and actions. India, once a champion of the Pales-
tinian cause, has so far refrained from directly
criticising the Jewish nation. But it should realise
that an uncontrollable, expansionist Israel, blow-
ing international law to smithereens, is not in In-
dia's national or regional interests. New Delhi
should speak up against the genocide and use its
leverage to help bring the war to an end.
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¢ Genocide Convention (1948)— defines genocide as intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnic, racial, or religious group.

3. Geopolitical Reactions

e EU: France, UK likely to recognise Palestine; European Commission proposing sanctions on extremist
Israeli ministers.

e U.S.: continues shielding Israel; unlikely to impose real pressure.

e Israel: continues military operations, despite rising international isolation.

4. India’s Position

e Historically: Champion of Palestinian cause (1947 UNGA partition plan vote, NAM solidarity, support for
Palestinian statehood).
e Post-1992: Normalised relations with Israel, deepening defence& tech ties.
e Recent stance: Calls for ceasefire, humanitarian aid, “two-state solution,” but avoids direct criticism of
Israel.
e Balancing act:
o Strategic defence partnership with Israel.
o Large diaspora + oil dependence in Gulf states — need to maintain Arab goodwill.
o Desire to be seen as a responsible power upholding international law.

Static Linkages (Prelims)

¢ Genocide Convention (1948) — first human rights treaty, India is a party.

e UNRWA - UN agency for Palestinian refugees.

¢ Two-State Solution — proposed under UN Resolution 181 (1947).

¢ India-Israel ties: Defence, agriculture, cyber security.

¢ India-Palestine ties: Recognised Palestine in 1988; supports full UN membership.

Critical Analysis

e Opportunities for India:
o Act as a mediator leveraging ties with both Israel & Palestine.
o Uphold its image as a global leader of the Global South.
o Strengthen standing in UN and multilateral forums.
¢ Challenges:
o Risk of straining defence and tech partnership with Israel.
o Risk of alienating U.S. (Israel’s closest ally).
o Domestic political sensitivities.

Conclusion
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The UN report underscores the severity of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the legal gravity of Israel’s actions.
For India, which aspires to be a Vishwaguru and defender of international law, silence may weaken its moral
credibility. A balanced position — reaffirming support for the two-state solution, condemning civilian killings,

and urging adherence to international law — would align with both India's strategic interests and ethical
traditions.

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques :The term genocide was first legally defined in which of the following international conventions?
a) Geneva Conventions (1949)

b) Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (1948)

) Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

d) Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (2002)

Ans: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques:India’s silence on the Gaza genocide reflects the tension between its moral legacy and strategic interests.”
Discuss.(150 Words)
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Page 09 :GS 2 : Social Justice / Prelims

In India, Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE) by households remains the dominant mode of healthcare financing.
While official National Health Accounts (NHA) data suggest a decline in OOPE (from 64% in 2013-14 to 39% in
2021-22), alternative surveys such as the Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES-2022-23) and CPHS-CMIE paint a
different picture, showing rising health expenditure burden. This gap raises concerns about the accuracy of
health expenditure data, its policy implications, and the reality of financial hardship faced by households.
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Key Current Developments

1. NHA Estimates
o OOPE fell from
64% (2013-14)
— 49% (2017-
18) 39%
(2021-22).
o Based on
75th round
(2017-18) health
survey +
extrapolation with
price adjustments.
with NHA

—

NSS

2. lIssues
Estimates

o Possible
reporting
iliness
&hospitalisation
in NSS 2017-18.

o Excludes COVID-
19 shock, where
household
spending shot up
drastically.

under-
of

m

Montu Bose

expenditure (OOPE) by how-
seholds i the main source of

financing for bealth care. Iu an
OOPE-basad system, when a fumi
ly msember falls dl, we either dip
into pur savi Il nssers, or bor-
row to imee endi
tures. 1 one i paos, the option i
either to forgo cave and die or
pushed into further destitution
due to the costs of care, Chiklren
are taken out of schaol, women
work longer howrs to carm a lide
more and make do with meagre
mealish. As families cope with
health shocks, the viclous cycle of
povert - ealth intensities

Ind ional Health Account
(NHA) estimates show  declining
trend in OOPE @s 3 propartion of
tatal health expenditure as well as
GIE. Vatious recent policy initia-
tives of the government of the day
arc belng credited for this decline,
A decline in OOPE, if muerkalised,
1s a positive developnent. Howev-
r, itls prudent to sorutaise the es-
timates derived trom the National
Sample Surveys  (NSS) before
jumping to convenient
conclusions,

We conducted a comparative

alysis of the NHA esthimates with

l n India, direct out-of pocket

databases on the sale of medicines

cline in llll’l &s a proportion of
health expeaditure, from 64% in

mites are an extrapolation of 2017
18 estimates, adjusting

The decline in OOPE, bused on
the NSS 75th round, however,
neexds further scrutiny. This could
largely be on account of a deciine
in allment reportig and wtilisa
tion of hospitalisation services,
rather than any reduction in the
cost of health-care serv
es such as Longiodinal iy
Study in India (LASE show a muach
Higher lesed of utlisition of hosp
talisation services by the elderly

One of the latest sources of
OOPE estimates i the Consumer
Expendituge Survey (CES}022:23,
This data show that DOFE as a
sdiare of household consumpeion
expenditure (HCE) s on a steady
rise. Between 201112 and 20
the share of OOPE in |
ereased 10 5.9% fror
arcas and from 6.9%
ban areas (Chart 2). If 0OPE h.ld
truly declined in this perics, its
share In HCE should have also de-
clined. An increased of

has in-
S%inr mal

The hard truth about out-of-pocket health expenditure

NHA estimates of out-of pocket health spending need wider validarion beyond a single survey hase

in absolue. To make
comparable, we have in-
deved l-wh the CMIE and NHA
QOPE absolute numbes
(208617} and traced the 1re

w-rpzhhnrm 200718 and then a
very gradual crawling up (Chart
3). Tn compatison, e CMIE est
mates show a steep decline duris
the COVID-% years and then a
shaped increase inn OOPE. Current

The NHA is suppos
tellite account of the Na

3 private final consumption

estimates of the share of house-
hold spending on health s GDP
deplct a steady ncrease over these
years, while NHA numbess show a
decline (Chart 4). Apart from &
rect QOPE, househokls also spend
on insurance premiums. Even
we take both into account, we still
s 4 Steep usnexpiained decline in
NHA estimates, while NIA este
mates show a continuous risc
Current NHA estimates renln
convensendy confined withia their
methodologieal Nmitadons and
help draw politically motivated
policy conclusions. The piroblen is
that it depends heavily on one data
set, which, for various reasons,
has nox been able to capture the
reality pertalning o the hardships
that households are facing in seek

other large sample vs and Na
tooal ncome Accounes estimaes.
Our results point 1o the need for
revisiting the argued decline in
OOPE and to adopt & more cau-
tous and comparative appeoach
NHA captures spending on
hy various sources, tracks
tte schenses through whic)
funds are chanoelised
providers m a given perk
for & given geography. 1t derives
OOPE estimates from various hou
inly using the

s0me components noe covensd 1
der NSS, the Natlopal Funily

the howsehald budget @ing for
health indicates that health care &
becoming more espensive.

Ihe NHA DOPE estimates have
0t been able to capture the mas
sive distress caused by COVID-19
As you woald note, the NHA n
bers show a secular declive

used the Congumer Pyramids Hou
sehold  Survey  conducted by
Centre for Monitoring In

nomy {CPHSCMIE), which sur

a year. Since the CMIE has igs lini-
tations, it mav not be compar

ing heslth care, While medicine

ices are skyrocketing, all otber
evidence indicares that health care
s gettingg costlies.

The NSS Morbidity round re
mains one of the most important
sources of details of how and
where households spend money.
Al data sources have thelr ity

5 challenges, Including the
we hie sighted. The NSS
health round estinates peed to be
complemensed with various other
data sources and methods o pro
duce more realistic macro health
policy munbers for national health

ACCOUREs.

o Methodology relies too heavily on a single data source.

3. Alternative Data Sources

o CES 2022-23: Share of OOPE in household consumption 1 (Rural: 5.5% — 5.9%; Urban: 6.9% —
7.1%).

o LASI: Elderly show higher hospitalisation than NSS suggests.

o CPHS-CMIE: Shows “V-shaped” trend — sharp fall in OOPE during COVID, followed by steep rise,
unlike NHA's smooth decline.

o NIA Estimates: Household health spending as % of GDP is rising, contrasting with NHA’s decline.
Static Linkages (Prelims Pointers)

e OOPE Definition: Direct spending by households for health (doctor fees, medicines, diagnostics, hospital
bills) not reimbursed by insurance or govt. schemes.

¢ NHA (National Health Accounts): Tracks flow of health expenditures — source, financing scheme,
provider, function.

¢ National Sample Survey (NSS): Key data source for morbidity & expenditure.
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e Ayushman Bharat (2018): Flagship scheme aimed at reducing OOPE by providing %5 lakh insurance per
family.

e Health Financing Targets: National Health Policy (2017) — govt. health spending to reach 2.5% of GDP by
2025.

Mains Dimensions
Health & Governance

e High OOPE —catastrophic health expenditure— poverty trap.
e India’s health financing still skewed: Public expenditure ~1.3% of GDP (low compared to global avg ~6%).
e Lack of universal health coverage (UHC) — heavy dependence on private sector.

Economy & Data Integrity

e Reliability of official statistics in policymaking.
e Risk of policy complacency if data suggests improvement that isn't real.
e Need for triangulation of data: NHA + CES + LASI + CMIE.

Ethics & Essay

e Health as a social justice issue.
e Poor families selling assets or foregoing education to fund treatment — moral challenge for the state.
e Ethical responsibility to ensure affordable, accessible, quality healthcare.

Critical Analysis

o Positives: Govt. schemes like Ayushman Bharat, Health & Wellness Centres, free medicines in some states
have helped.
e Concerns:
o Decline in OOPE in NHA may be statistical illusion.
o True costs of healthcare rising (medicines, diagnostics, private hospitalisation).
o COVID-19 stress missing in official numbers.
¢ Way Forward:
o Multi-source data triangulation for NHA.
o Periodic NSS health rounds (every 3 years).
o Strengthen public health infrastructure to reduce dependence on costly private care.
o Expand insurance coverage beyond hospitalisation (OPD, medicines).

Conclusion

The decline in India’s OOPE, as per NHA, is not fully credible when cross-verified with other surveys. If left
uncorrected, such numbers risk creating false optimism and masking the real financial struggles of households.
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For India to achieve Universal Health Coverage and safeguard families from poverty due to health shocks, it
must both improve data reliability and expand affordable public health services.

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: Consider the following statements about Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE) in India:
1. OOPE refers to direct payments made by households for health services, without any financial protection.

2. According to National Health Accounts (NHA) 2021-22, OOPE share in total health expenditure has declined to
around 39%.

3. The Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES) 2022-23 shows that the share of OOPE in household consumption
expenditure has declined in both rural and urban areas since 2011-12.

Which of the above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Ans: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: What are the limitations of relying solely on National Sample Survey (NSS) data for estimating Out-of-
Pocket Expenditure in India? Suggest measures to improve health expenditure data quality. (150 Words)
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Let Geiger counters, not guesses, shape Iran actions

new nuclear crisis is taking shape. After

the United States’s strikes on [ran's

underground nuclear site at Fordow, in
June 2025, Britain, France, and Germany (E3), on
August 28, triggered the “snapback” clause of the
2015 nuclear deal citing violations by Tehran. The
world has not much time to choose between
diplomacy and escalation.

1f this window closes without agreement, the
United Nations will restore earlier measures that
call for a halt to enrichment, tighten controls on
arms transfers, restrict finance and shipping, and
re-designate individuals linked to Iran’s nuclear
and missile programmes.

The stakes are global. Iran rejects the move as
unlawful. Washington sees it as a test of
non-proliferation. Europe views multilateral
commitments on trial. Russia and China seek
delay and leverage. Tsrael and the Gulf states
weigh warning times and war risks. Oil importers
watch prices. Shipping companies reassess
insurance. Banks calculate exposure. For India,
the anxieties are sharper still. Its extended
neighbourhood must remain stable, oil must keep
flowing through the Strait of Hormuz, and the
safety of eight million Indian citizens in West Asia
must be ensured.

The vacuum of facts

These concerns are magnified by the absence of
verified information. Since the strikes on Iranian
facilities, no one has walked the rubble with a
dosimeter or tested a coolant line. The
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) staff
left Iran after its Parliament passed legislation
halting cooperation without approval from the
Supreme National Security Council. Rumour has
replaced measurement. Every capital has drawn

Syed Akbaruddin

was an intermational
civil servant at the
International Atomic
Energy Agency [IAEA]
from 2006 to 2011

India can ake
the lead in
ensuring
technical 1AEA
access to Iran’s
nuclear
programme as it
will anchor
negotiations to
verifiable data

(cOMLET T P International Relations

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

its own conclusions while global attention shifted
elsewhere,

LAEA access is not a formality but the hinge of
diplomacy. Verification replaces speculation with
facts, sets a baseline on Tranian stockpiles, and
anchors negotiations to data, not fears, Regular
IAEA updates on Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, under Russian control, calmed
jittery markets. A comparable presence in Iran
could steady expectations and reduce volatility. If
verification is framed as a sovereign choice,
rather than a concession, it would strengthen
Iran’s claim that the programme is civilian while
upholding the non-proliferation bargain.

Yet, Tehran's reservations are not unfounded.
Tranian officials argue that sovereignty and
security outweigh treaty obligations. They fear
inspectors may, even unintentionally, enable
targeting of sensitive sites. This is not paranoia.
Strikes by Israel and the U.S. in the past closely
followed 1IAEA disclosures. Such episodes have
hardened parliamentary resistance. There is also
the calculus of leverage. Revealing what survives
of the programme could weaken Iran's hand in
bargaining with Washington.

Since the E3 triggered its snapback, some
Iranian legislators have urged withdrawal from
the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty. That would
strip the 1AEA of legal authority to inspect Iranian
sites. The crisis would then enter uncharted
territory with sanctions hardening and the
military option returning to the fore.

Where India fits in

India cannot stand aside. As a long-standing
member of the IAEA Board, with ties across
divides, it is well placed to assist. As a part of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO}, India,

at the Tianjin summit, has joined other nations in
condemning the military strikes by Israel and the
U.5. against lran.

Within the SCO and BRICS - both of which
include Iran — India can support a diplomatic call
to restore technical IAEA access in a form that
protects operational details while ensuring
transparency. If framed as a sovereign choice by
Tehran, and backed by the Global South, it may
gain Iranian approval. India can also contribute
technical capacity. Its IAEA-certified Tarapur
facility could handle sample analysis under
safeguards, showing that responsible
stakeholders can provide practical support in
moments of crisis. These contributions would not
make headlines, but they could shift the balance
toward diplomacy at a time when the risk of
escalation is high.

A closing window

The window for diplomacy is narrowing fast. By
allowing IAEA inspectors into Bushehr to monitor
the refuelling of the nuclear power plant last
month, Iran has offered a small opening. Also,
last week, on September 9, 2025, , the [AEA and
Iran signed an agreement in Cairo, Egypt. If this
extends to bombed sites, the E3 may respond by
pausing the snaphack. Such choices could shift
the momentum back to diplomacy. The
alternative is grim — sanctions, standoffs, and a
cycle of strike and counterstrike.

For India, the choice is clear. Backing
verification protects its interests in West Asia, its
citizens abroad, and its energy security. It also
marks India as 4 responsible global power. The
way forward is simple. It is time to let Geiger
counters, and not puesses, decide Iran’s nuclear

TOErAMIme,

Evaluate India‘s role and responsibilities as a member of the IAEA Board in

balancing non-proliferation objectives with regional stability in West Asia.(150 Words)

Context:

The nuclear standoff with Iran has sharpened after U.S. strikes on the Fordow nuclear site (June 2025) and the
triggering of the “snapback clause” by the E3 (Britain, France, Germany) on August 28, 2025. With IAEA
inspectors out of Iran, verified data is missing, raising risks of miscalculation. The crisis tests the non-proliferation
regime, energy security, and geopolitical stability — issues of direct concern to India.
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Current Affairs Highlights
1. The Nuclear Crisis

e E3 snapback clause: Restores sanctions if Iran violates the 2015 JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action).

e If implemented: ban on enrichment, arms transfer controls, shipping restrictions, financial sanctions.

e lran rejects legality; threatens withdrawal from NPT.

2. Verification Gap

e |AEA inspectors expelled after Iran’s Parliament vote.
e Rumours& speculation replacing verified data.
e Past precedent: IAEA access at Zaporizhzhia (Ukraine) calmed markets; absence in Iran fuels instability.

3. Iran’s Dilemma

e Fear of sovereignty breach — past U.S./Israel strikes followed IAEA disclosures.
e Bargaining leverage — hiding programme status helps in negotiations.
e Internal debate: some lawmakers urge NPT withdrawal — would strip IAEA authority.

4. India’s Stakes

e Energy security: Dependence on West Asian oil; Strait of Hormuz stability critical.

o Diaspora safety: 8 million Indians in the Gulf.

¢ Regional stability: Escalation could trigger wider Middle East conflict.

e |AEA role: India is a Board member, with technical credibility (Tarapur facility certified).

5. Diplomatic Openings

e Sept9, 2025: IAEA-Iran agreement signed in Cairo — possible re-entry of inspectors.
¢ Iran allowed Bushehr monitoring (Aug 2025) — small goodwill signal.
o If extended to bombed sites, could pause E3 snapback and revive diplomacy.

Static Linkages

e JCPOA (2015): Iran + P5+1 (US, UK, France, Russia, China, Germany) + EU. US withdrew in 2018 under
Trump.

e Snapback mechanism: Allows re-imposition of UN sanctions without veto, if JCPOA violations alleged.

e 1AEA: Vienna-based, autonomous agency (1957), verifies peaceful use of nuclear tech.

e NPT (1970): India not a signatory; Iran is. Withdrawal = Article X right.

e Strait of Hormuz: ~20% of world's petroleum passes through.
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Mains Relevance
IR

e India’s balancing act: Strategic ties with U.S., Israel, Gulf vs. traditional ties with Iran.
e Global South leadership: Use SCO/BRICS platforms for diplomacy.

Security/Economy

e Energy dependence: Oil imports, shipping insurance, rupee stability.
e Non-proliferation: India as a responsible nuclear state, supporting IAEA verification.

Ethics in IR

e Transparency vs Sovereignty: Balancing Iran’s right to security with international community's right to
verification.
e Trust in institutions: Upholding multilateralism (IAEA, UN) over unilateral strikes.

Critical Analysis

e Opportunities:
o India can propose a technical verification mechanism framed as Iran’s sovereign choice.
o (Can use its credibility in IAEA to handle sample analysis (Tarapur).
o Leadership chance for India in Global South by mediating.
¢ Challenges:
o U.S. and Israel scepticism of India’s neutrality.
o Risk of alienating Gulf partners if seen siding with Iran.
o Economic exposure to sanctions and oil price spikes.

Conclusion

The Iran nuclear crisis is at a tipping point. Without IAEA verification, speculation risks driving escalation. India,
with its energy interests, diaspora concerns, and multilateral credentials, must support diplomacy rooted in
facts, not fears. Backing IAEA inspections as a technical, sovereign choice for Iran would protect India’s national
interests while reinforcing its image as a responsible global actor.
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Q BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S +
MAINS

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

9 NCERT FOUNDATION

@ SEPERATE PT & MAINS QUESTION SOLVING CLASSES
0 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION ONE TIME PAYMENT

ns 5OQMI'
INSTALMENTS
RS 55,000/-
0 MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES

\ Register NOW 4 https://tme/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) O 9999154587

Q MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Q BILINGUAL CLASSES & DOUBT SESSIONS
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Daily News Analysis
It NITIN SIR lJ

@ DURATION : 1 YEAR
Q DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
) sooxs - (PT+ MAINS) WITHPYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

0 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

e DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS
ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 30,000/-

Q BILINGUAL CLASSES PAY IN 2 EASY
) poustsessions RS 35.000/-
L )

Q MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES (WEEKLY)

Q MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https:/ /t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 099991 54587
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Daily News Analysis

Follow Wliorxre

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20Omg

> Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI

> Website : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/
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