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ot e § dfad Al & S 88,417 (RidsR 2025) & Gddlice 3o WR IR Ugd TS o,
Sy e 34 ARy H o quf Wi Afie & W w1 $R @M 1 T§ HRA Bl

TR YuTTel! H Teh UATHD T Bl SR HIAT g SIa
ciferd A SR facid T o Rl &7 Y §, R
% Ugd 3R UTfIdhT &1 Ga&fdl HI AR i 9¢ 81 5

IAITHRS e

dfSd AT &7 3ifpeT (RIdeR 2025): 69,553 Eamt

18,864 TR A cifed &

o TR 9 HUCH (3R 2025): 7,080 ATHA GRR
S 5,667 fHUeT U — fUe™ 3T 80.04% |

o aIe UgRT (2025): 52,630 AT GRR; 46,309 fAue™
T (~88%)|

o Ul ugft: 2024 § fad ArEal o Fw=AT 82,000

% Ugd TS: HETHRY & 8] § TIIaR 96 381 g

o URMES UATH:
o &I T &3, a5 7 WD AT
[{S-S[ATs 2025) I "3ilRe S fgaal § dad faar
— 21 Ut HTEIRd BT
o WFHR A HIaorgH B RABIREN &I 48 el & HiaR
TRt ¢ < (3rcita & ¢t & faudia) |

o R 1ft: dfed o & gfa oY 8, o Al & o
3R S & o1 YuneiTd SH P SRNidT g

RAfdd ATH: HRd & 1f® dfad Ara

Case pendency continues

to plague the SC as backlog
hits all-time high of 88417

NEW DELHI

The pendency of cases in
the Supreme Court has
reached an all-time high of
88,417, even when the
court is currently function

g with its full sanctioned
pudicial strength of 34
udges.,

The court has 69,553 cf
vil cases and 18,864 crimi
nal maners pending cur
rently, the National Judical
Data Grid shows. The filing
of fresh cases in August
surpassed the disposal
rate. A total of 7080 cases
were instituted in the court
in August, 'The court has
managed a disposal rate of
5,667 cases in the month,
that is, 80,04% of the cases
filed. The escalation in
pendency is despite Chief
Justice B.R. Gaval's dect
sion to have more Benches
working through the long
summer recess of the court
in a bid to decrease the
case log.

Working on holidays
The CJ1 bhad renamed the
summer holidays  from
May 23 to July “partial
working days”. The Cltund
five senior-most judges of
the court had presided ov
er the first batch of Bench-
es hearing cases during the
summer recess. A total of
21 Benches saf batches
throughout the  *partial
working days”, hearnng
and disposing of cases, il
the court reapened in July
In 2025, 52,630 cases
were filed while 46,309,
nearly 88%, were disposed
of during a year which has
already seen two Chief Jus-
tices of India with a third,
Justice Surya Kant, expect
ed 1o be sworn in in late
The corr

Delayed justice

The Supreme Court continues to battie

cy of cases

pend

Cuerent pendency

88,417

, Coseniomitoned | Casesfiled
i alltime high 7,080 | 52,630
Cases Cases disposed

Ay A

Civi cises

69,553

The escalation is

despite decision to
have more Benches
working during the
SC's summer recess

ponding period in 2024
had asimilar climb in
pendency toa then peak of
over 82,000 cases. The -
crense In pendency per
sists  despite  successive
Chief Justices, from Justice
DY, Chandrachud to Jus-
tice Gavai, taking care to
maintain judicial vacancy
in the top court to a mini
mum, if not zero.
The unceasing Increase
in backlog has become a
perennial  phenomenon
since the pandemic years,
and especially since 2023,
The pendency had conti
maed to rise steadily des
pite Justice Chandrachud,
when he was ()], acting
swiftly to All vaca
the top court, His succes-
sors to the top judge post,
Sanjiv Khanna and
spearheaded

their own collegiums w0
promptly  recommend
names of judges to the go-
vermment

Past Chief Justices and
even coflegium resolutions
have raised the issue of
“huge workload™

A November 2023 colle
gium resolution had men
tioned the bare truth that
the court cannot afford
even one vacancy, taking
into account the “ever
mounting pendency of cas
es". “The workload of
Judges has increased con
siderably. Bearing in mind
the above, it has become
necessary to ensure that
the eourt has full working
rength leaving no
y at any point of
time,” the collegium had
underscored.

The recent months have
seen the government ap
prove collegium  recom
mendations for appoint-
ment to the Supreme
Court without delay, often
within 48 hours. Vet, the
backlog continues to rise

W&a@; 21 g gars &1 HGR): dd TG 9 dfed AT Hifae RIER! &) FHSR
|

3G 32 3R 136: Jaled AT WA &1 Werdp 3R sifaw srdieiy et § —
FHRIUR WIS =0 J 31w g




i

B NITIN SIR®

/

T + 3 rq|qmq+a+%ﬂ=|wa=|msmﬁmﬁaﬂw 107, f9ea B T 511
o dfed ATHA & BRI

o GH TSI ! Tedl T¥Ppid |

%gwﬁawméﬂaﬁw%mwwﬁmmﬁ$wﬁnﬁamm
BT

o UfhaTdHS RITH, IR-9R SHfed ATIHTa |

o Il UAM W UNI! 3T &1 34|

o el =aruTiereT & =il Bt St wfed A &l 9¢1 Wl g

o

1.%@;@?&%@%-awﬁmaﬁa@waﬁmﬁmw
IR |

2. TRATHS AYHR - Fafed TrITerd AU ey iR Ui UrTed gl & &4
A ord BT g

3. TR e - 3R YURT & dde[g el gredl|

4. Y T - AT e, YS! ordl 3R U Tl HHART U |
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TET e, Ferereh 31<1|c1<1| DI AVEd 6l BT 3R TH-h -G ﬁﬁﬂfrﬁﬂtﬁ 3T,
99 d% "= § < O ¥ dfad gF & THH g $T G U Siiad araiaddl a1 X |
AN had URMNHE &l a1, dieh Gaute ot 8 - 98 YAEd o= & Jat= e
Tt ATRDT & SHABRT SR A1 BT Tl TIRefH 91 3R |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
UY: YR & qaisd YrTad | dfad Al @ deH H, Fufaiad sy w faar sifv:
1. yafe =arrerd § Werd e emar YRd & G araneier afed 34 <aranei=n &t g1
2. 3ATT 2025 , Tt =marera & Arar & Fuer $ &R, afed 89 &1 &R ¥ o ot
3. YR H TATefer- S EeT 3UTd, Sgad 1o SfAReT 3R fsieT Bt o & HT1h! o4 |
SW AT T HYA # § DH 1/ el /a2
a) $ad 1 3R 2
b) ad 1 3R 3
) $ad 2 3R 3
d)1,23R3

3TR: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

gl waﬁaﬁamﬁ%mﬁmﬁ@wﬁu#aﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmgww| (250 Words)
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Y & Tiamde ® gFAT & Ugd gRd 99 JdAld U9 & Iguied ¥ HRA P Holl ARG (Sorl d

AR ® TS B TP FST FIaT

firer 81 U8 URA @1 W Sl
ufdegdret, s¥qia Yo &l ok
fapfd YRd 2047 & YD PHI
F HTEU G

IJHITRS deH

o URASHT fAaRur 3w arN-
T Urgde fafiids (ABEL),
Memae A e
RT3t & wifta)

o THMT 25,000 RIS BT AW
37230 HAS B oifafad
UreviaTg = aRaeT R |

o JdTed &war ufaad 48,900
4 39414, 11,000 T TRIfeH
TRYS, 19,000 T WRYRA 3R
31,000 e @E-US CO, |

e BISKIH: 3H, IBUEd
TSR 3R 3R gaR Il 9§
5 G °d 99 U foar

ST
o i gumE: 3y ot urHiur
SRfTERT BT 3200 FIAS BT
gemar, oy snfeanft sk
é’aﬁ[mﬂqm‘faﬁwu

|

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Sunday under-

scored the need for India
to be self-sufficient in ener-
gy. He was speaking after
inaugurating the country’s
first bamboo-based etha-
nol plant in eastern As-
sam'’s Golaghat district.

He laid the foundation
stone for a ¥7,230-crore po-
lypropylene plant at the
Numaligarh Refinery. The
project will be established
near the %5,000-crore
bioethanol plant, a “zero-
waste” facility described as
the world’s first to produce
ethanol  from  green
bamboo.

Terming the bioethanol
plant a step toward ensur-
ing energy security, Mr.
Modi said the facility
aimed to promote clean
energy and reduce depen-
dence on fossil fuels.

“Assam is a land that
supports India’s energy ef-
ficiency. The petroleum
products from Assam are
accelerating the develop-
ment of India. The BJP go-
vernment is trying to take
this capacity of Assam to a
new level,” he said at a pu-
blic event.

“India is one of the fas-

test-growing economies in

PM inaugurates India’s first

bamboo-based ethanol plant

Golaghat facility billed as world's first green bamboo bioethanol plant; ¥7.230-crore polypropylene
project also initiated at Numaligarh Refinery; the facility aims to reduce dependence on fossil fuels

Clean energy: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of Assam Bio-Ethanol Private Ltd.

(ABEL), Numaligarh Refinery Plant, in Golaghat on Sunday. eTi

the world now. Our energy
needs have been increas-
ing with our Viksit Bharat

dream. We spend crores of

rupees on imports as we
are dependent on other
countries for energy. We
want to change this by try-
ing to achieve self-suffi-
ciency in energy,” the
Prime Minister said.

Deep-water exploration
“While we are focusing on
hydrocarbon exploration,
we are also laying stress on
green energy like solar,” he
said, highlighting the coun-
try’s national deep-water
exploration mission  to

look for hydrocarbons un-
der the sea. Referring to
the bioethanol plant, Mr.
Modi said it would benefit
local farmers and tribal
communities.

“The government will
help them grow and pro-
cure the products to en-
sure a win-win situation,”
he said. He criticised the
erstwhile Congress govern-
ments for penalising peo-
ple for cutting bamboo,
which was earlier categor-
ised as a tree. He said the
BJP government removed
the ban on bamboo cutting
and stressed that the deci-
sion was helping the locals

in this part of the country.

Numaligarh Refinery Li-
mited (NRL) officials said
five lakh tonnes of green
bamboo would be sourced
yearly from four northeast-
ern States, including Aru-
nachal Pradesh and As-
sam, to produce 48,900
tonnes of ethanol, 11,000
tonnes of acetic acid,
19,000 tonnes of furfural,
and 31,000 tonnes of food-
grade liquid carbon diox-
ide. A joint venture of NRL
and Finland’s Fortum and
Chempolis OY, the plant is
expected to give a 200-
crore hoost to Assam’s ru-
ral economy.
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faer |

Rifes Hudh

3T g i (Selid): HRA BT 46T 2025-26 e 20% ATl FHHTT HAT & (2030 & A&F J M) |
TP S o i 2018 TR-WTE SRAHRT (G a1y, 319, $Y 3UfRiy) § 25 334Td B Wieifed Bl &
Broll GR&MT: HRT THIHT 85% el ddl ST PRl ©; oid e g W HeRar &7 wvd €|
yafeRuflg ary: ST CO, SO B HH BT § 3R HRd & Ae SiRY 2070 Jahed &1 T H1 |
TSI SMTSifaeT SR S YR = Siffam & 2017 & TN & 919 & "9 & U § Gariepd fear
T — 3R Gad Wt SR faemt |

TP - 3 Agd

YTHOT FRITGIHRUT: 1 fha! SR S THer & T fRRR 31 U™ &R g

SN g Sa-srfaawi R TR TRis 7 prRRd S geaaftid SdTe! &1 gral &1 3|
& fapT: gaitR YR &1 Sl 3R 9Id 38 $H% & =0 H RITMUd Sl g

TATA UFIRRITO: el A b TN e 1 HH eyl o, oy fac=ht g1 &t a=d g1t 3

RTAE: Y-SRI Uefie maiaRoiy StRaldd gHfdd St 8|

-

uiAwn =

BISRIP MY FEe: 3q4 T3 UAM TR 19 BT /T A Heaqui g

gRae 3R HSRUI: GaitR YRd & gfar erd & Hat| .

AT Ui fedsdT: SifarTd Tergt & fomT Srud=Ta SfaR SiiarRy S & 78T 811 |
foramt @t urier): gfta Wi ok Sfua gea FMufor & stz g

TN SO W HRA & I 9 S T4 &1 fawaR et &1 gan |

O O O O O

o TomeTe fRyd sig-3nuia 3T ¥4 Had Tb FHoll URASH Tef 8—38 Ub QrATore- 3
IARP § Ol WS Hull P W FRRIDRU, &A1 faBT SR AT Holl YRaf ¥ Sirsd ¢l afg
T Ugal Y eI S, o YRA S0 St Gaedt Afafea. qrmd, fRRdr ok JRem &) Igfed wA
A Heg R Gohdl §, WY &Y U Srerarg ufdagarstt 3R urfior aufg & a6t &1 oft g1 R gar g
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

U HRA & Tgd I19-31UTRT A1 949 & gay H MEiaiRad HuFl R foaR s
1. SUHT IgHTe 37 & TMarare fora & faar mar g

2. I8 X 919 ST 1 ST B aTal g T Ugdl Y -3UfRIy SraigdHia 9o |

3. Ig RIS FATeNTG RIS f[Rifies ok fhicls #1 picH Us HHuifey Siias & o9 U 9ga ¥ & |
4. TTF U 3fTH I b U H Dael s8I BT I B |

DI A HYT T8 82

a)Had 1,2 3R 3

b) Had 1 3R 4

) $aA 2, 3 AR 4

d) 1,2, 33R4

3TR: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: URA b Ugd 91-3MUTRd 31 T4 BT 3gdTe SMAMHRAT, U0 YRfadHRUT 3R Hdd (9B Dt fe=m
T U peH gl 39 RTINS & Qe -3 SR wuiaroi A WR =l SIfomg, Iy & U ugdl & 3 sgm o
3T arelt gAIfaat oR 4t UhTI S1feW| (150 Words)
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TS} & d1E ¥ &) Wy YREM YR & forT T T gAK Wet 81 8 ifd 3 3 o) vafwaar ghfda &1, afe
arwor argRe snft o & g3 31 BT 8 W, ThUsT & qw il AfeHl SRR o A 59 91 W YT STe b
40.4% YR (@ THT 60 RIS TANT) WY 3MER (2024) HT T g1 36T Idhd | gTAlD 2021 (@HSNTHSMTS NUE) &

74.1% ¥ STH HTH YR gai g, R o 7 offhet Met Our SRmdT &Y gt g |
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India must invest more in accelerating diversification of
food production: FAO Chief Economist Maximo Cullen

A.M. Jigeesh the level, size, and popula- the previous year's num-  an option and this is very  ty, so things don’t change
NEW DELHI tion of the country. ber. But yes, there is a sig-  consistent with your cul-  too much,” he said.
“Reduction of hunger in nificant improvement, but ~ ture, But India should He, however, said the

About 40.4% of the Indian  India affects the world and
population (approximately — affects, of course, South
60 crore people) are un-  Asia. So India, I think, has
able to afford a healthy a huge role to play. Thats
meal, says Maximo Torero  why we believe it's so im-
Cullen, Chief Economist, portant that they continue
Food and Agriculture Or-  and accelerate the trans-
ganization (FAO) of the Un-  formation. India needs to
ited Nations. move to the higher level -

still it’s too high. Healthy move more to fruits and  impact of food insecurity
diet is diversity. It means  vegetables and that re-  due to tariffs was not so
fruits and vegetables, pro-  quires an effort because  high, but inefficiencies
teins, and also means ce-  you will need to substitute  would be high.
reals, More than 40% of  atsome point,” he said. “But assume they get in-
the country’s population w4 situation where you
cannot afford a healthy ‘Tariff war play tit-for-tat, then this
diet. So it's a minimum  On the tariff war, he said  could be very dangerous.
cost to healthy diet,” the the first problem of tariffs  It's not happening at this
Talking to The Hindu, that is access to healthy FAO Chief Economist said. was inefficiencies. point, countries are not
Dr. Cullen said the number  diets, which right now is : “You will be more ineffi-  responding. So let's see
was a significant decrease  40.4% of the population.  Maximo Torero Cullen Address the situation cient in the way you move  how it evolves, but uncer-
from the FAO's assessment  So we need to improve that Dr. Cullen added that the  commodities. Because be-  tainty and inefficiencies
in 2023 that 74.1% of India’s  even more and also to find  in 2021, he said that in  immediate step the Indian  fore you were optimising  will make us less resilient
population was unable to  ways to assure this today 2024, the percentage ofthe  government should take to  the world, now the worldis — for sure, because we will
afford a healthy diet in  and tomorrow,” he said. population that could not  address the situation was  segmented. The world that  have less places where to
2021, “The Green Revolution  afford a healthy meal was  diversification. wants low tariffs, but the  have food access because

He said India needed to  played its role, but now it's ~ 40.4. “India needs to start to  world that has now high ta-  of the tariffs. It will affect
start to invest more in ac-  time to do more, So don't “The methodology is  invest more in accelerating  riffs. The second issue is  farmers, it will affect the
celerating the diversifica- forget about it, but do  improved. So yes, there is  the diversification of pro-  uncertainty. The changes  smallholders, especially
tion of food production. more. We need to do  animportant decrease. So duction. To move from ce-  of tarifis every day has  will affect the farmers who

Dr. Cullen said India  more,” Dr. Cullen said. the number to compare is  reals to high-value com-  createda lot of uncertainty  are more linked to the mar-
played a crucial role in On the FAQ's assess-  basically to look at the modities. Pulses could be  and that complicates mar-  kets. But what will happen
achieving the Sustainable  ment in 2023 that 74.1% of  State of Food Security and  an option because they are  kets. Although markets  at the end is that you will
Development Goals of zero  India’s population was un-  Nutrition in the World [SO-  more nutritious, they also  have already learned how  have a segmented trade,”
hunger by 2030 because of _ able to afford a healthy diet  FI] of this vear to look at _ have proteins, So pulses is to manage this uncertain-  he said.

AP Heu
o TUHUSM ST

0 2021 - 74.1% 3TSTAl WY TR BT T ol 31 Febll|
0 2024 — TTHR 40.4% (TSI YR + 3N famm) |
o W IAER I URUINT: [, TTet, UIH, B, Tfoordl o1 dda |

THEsh o1 Rywrar:

o SIS ¥ T IcTeA | fafderar ot — ard, e, Ifoori |

o UIYUT-Hag-TRied $ # (o |

o HAR! TUTEdr ¥ 3 dgr 3MMeR fafaedr &) iR a1
Rfve ddy
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o TUBTHT 2013 TTHIT 75% TTHIUT 3R 50% W6 SHTTdl BT PHaR BT § — 3 db
Ugd YAAd Sl 7, gof giwor gt |
o NS 3nft 1ff HTHT g dF 3FNI-dhisd (@Ed, T8) B
o JATSUTSITY R AT HISH TSl BT I TVUT €, fe Joran & HHT |

Idd fah™ d&T: d&d 2 — 2030 T YFHRI ! JATE HRAT|
3nfifep Taxf: 18-20% WRT 3t +ft PO B (TpEsh 3rgAM) |

YR § WTel JR&T:

I T,

1. 3FTSI-b & d ~1iTct: R Shifd ! Tl A g 3R I1ad IR &M diad b1 g
2. TIY0T 3feR1E: aTd, T, ool ay Me onft off 787 § — TRiel & fore ag+g =&
3. SIAAR] dF1E: Sgd dT9HM 3R Hafid auf Y-G9 Hodl & HTad HRd ] |

4.waﬁm:Wﬁﬁﬁwaﬁmmmam%;@mwﬁ€
L°pd |

5. TTAR/ch Haeht Te: P Yoo g Gl IR ST Bl Fgrd &, Foras e
o1 Ugd SR fra guifad gl 8 |

3T &t I8

fafgeleor: grall, SToRT (SMEarsud 2023 71, Bl 3R Aferd! &I Uidfed &1 |

%@Wﬁﬁwmﬁﬁﬂr{: Had 3 & Fomd dR-¢fR G qal B sl DI 3R
|

PY-Fa=T: 2fide, HSRUT, ARG a¥ga3il BT THhRUI|

TYUT-Fag-T=itet Hifaat: HiY, Wy, fR1er @wo 39, S9-ediaru) B Thihd I

SIS TN SR Fedh! A 9 & oy FRR IR gaRyT AT H3 .

R FHIYM: Bie fhaml $iR sfearft gqert & fafdy wad 37 & fon geead a91¢ |
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3R UIff® SMER & Ugd GH¥d BT W Ui BT T déldﬁ&mmhm%&n‘mﬁ
T UTHR 40.4% TR A Th WA g, Afte snft +ff Jadroome T8t g1 o o gwush
Tifdd HdT &, STl ifd T "IN wifd” BT A1y - AR ¥ TOMaT &I 3R, 3 o
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. THUSHT & 2024 & MHAT B IR, URA DI THTHT 40.4% SHEIET TR SMER T T Aol 361 G|

%.EﬂfvﬁaﬁwWﬁﬁﬁmﬁmwwéﬂ%aﬁﬂqﬁwﬁ?um%mmmﬁm
|

3. g wifd 3 YR & gof divor Rem gifdd &t 71

4. THSISI-2 (T YT) B U 3 & 1T il 3R ieoral ot 3R BN 1 fafaehianror siazas 31

S HU T A B 1/ T 3/?

a) Had 1 3R 2

b) Had 2 3R 4

) Had 1,2 3R 4

d) 1,2, 33R4

ITR: ¢)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Hﬂﬁm ﬁﬁf IR fr AATas a o o iforTa Surd 8T (150 Words)
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o URA I e & &7 H U URGAHRI TROT A U R b §, el Y fae=h fayfaameg goidt & 2023 &
Fgwl & dgd HRA H U URIR RIMT X B 31 99 & U fayfaeme 3 T (2025-26 39) H SO
AT [ R T 8, 3R ST, 99, T 3R TRiterR 7 off Sfeg; €t U uRveR Rifid for s | g gt
Rren Hfa @) 2020 F IT VDIV B THR FRA B1 o= § T Agagy Hed § o dgd YR 3=
e oY RIFHT TR IR 1R I8d U af¥e TR W ufaeaef sHmar smem|

goHT e

HiferTd GUR: goit (2023) A

Bringing global education home

[ ased on the University undergoing serious educational university campuses in India offer
9 Grants Commission’s reform. Multidisciplinarity is being | cutting-edge programmes, our
Qﬁﬁ: ﬁé-qﬂ' ﬁ'm a'ﬁ' recommendations, the actively built into the curriculum. | universities must innovate, reflect,
~ Ministry of Education ‘We are adopting hybrid and re-energise their models,
ORI S dl 33? ﬁ'q'rqa; has handed over twelve letters of educational delivery mechanisms | There is a strong case for research
intent to top foreign universities to uzing digital public infrastructure. | collaboration, too. For instance,
wa‘l’ % HT?_‘I' W Rﬂﬁa’ establish their campuses in Indiz Mamidala Re:ieal\:‘_]l Tunding is being we have seen 1ITs, MSERs, AIIMS,
during the last year. One UK, Jagadesh Kumar streamlined through the central universities, and Stale
a"—\’ﬁ- ﬁ- &W Eﬂ- | university has already opened its Is farmer Chalrman, Anusandhan National Research universities collaborate with global
doors in Gurugram, launching its University Grants Foundation. Quality assurance partners on areas such as
W programmes for the 2025-26 Commission, and mechanisms are becoming more renewable energy, public health,
o : 1 2 3'|TQTq EH academic session, with the former outcome-oriented due to the and engineering. Australian and
remaining universities sefting up Vice-Charcellor, reforms in accreditation. Foreign T.K. universities share strong
(Qa&h&ﬂé) Gl | é m 1 Q ; Qa’? campuses in Bengaluru, Chennai, Jawaharial Hehru universities see the potential. educational collaborations with
Mumhai and the National Capital Linivaeslky Many western institutions face
w q@a a' aﬁa W %l Region. The fact that world-class diverse challenges, including
o 2 universities are establishing their rising operational costs, linkages, These collaborations
| 1 | a«; Qa; a a a ‘3.1 $| ?Ial physical campuses in India shows demographic changes, and support research, innovation, and
b . v &ﬂ- ! our conscious policy realignment. expanding globally, Establishing skills development.
‘H-R_d a;ﬂ- aa—cﬁ- G{W 33; It opens new opportunites for our campuses in countries with a high
D students and expands educational youth population and growing Education powerhouse
a; M eﬂé %T)ﬂg:[ harizons in ways we could hardly intellectual capital makes strategic | India is a rising power in
I Q TT (q ' Y I imagine a decade ago. sense. India offers both. technalogy, diplomacy, and
éET aﬂ. . The beginning point for this manufacturing, Yet, we rarely
ﬁsﬂq, @m ]:lTlT I development is a regulation Local advantage, global gains speak of our potential in global
. . introduced by the University For students in India, its long-term | education with the same
° H¥TTd qﬁw GEl aE- Grants Commission (UGC) in 2023 impact could be truly comviction. [ndia must position

The idea is to allow top-ranking
foreign universities to establish
campuses in India with
operational autonomy and
regulatory clarity. The UGC took
this calibrated decision to align
with the vision of the National
Education Policy (NEF) 2020, At
its core, NEP 2020 calls for
re-imagining higher education to
be globally competitive while
remaining locally rooted.
Facilitating the establishment of
global university campuses in
India constinutes a direct
implementation of that objective,

consequential. Access to
international-quality education
without the high costs of going
abroad changes the game entirely.
Families no longer have to stretch
their finances or send their
children halfway across the world,
The benefirs go beyond academic
degrees, Students will have
exposure o diverse peer
networks, industry partnerships,
and entreprenceurial ecosystems
embedded within the country.
And here lies a eritical point.
Students who might not have
considered international
education due to economic or

itself as an emerging force in
international education not by
imitating the western university
medel, but by drawing the world
to engage with us on our terms,
within our cultural, intellectual,
and societal landscape. India’s
centuries-old tradition of
scholarship, from MNalanda to
Shantiniketan, should not be seen
as relics of the past, but as living
sources of credibility in shaping a
distinetive, modern learning
environment. [ndia already draws
thousands of international
students each vear, yet the scale is
negligible compared to our

Why now? social constraints can make that potential, Some claim that
India stands at an inflexion point, possibility real now, From the prioritising global education i
[ ) ﬂ@'q ﬁ[w :ﬂ-% 2020 ﬁ[&” a; With a large aspirational youth parents' perspective, the appeal is distraction from India's domestic
. population, India has a rapidly S [ straightforward. They want their needs. The truth is the opposite.
m@’qw th %&lﬁla; expanding and stable cconomy. Ml_“ Cig o children to have the best possible Irvitingg the world's seudents,
Our start-up economy ranks n“gh_' not have education, and they want to feel researchers, and institutions to
W $|' aﬂg'l:[ | among the fastest-growing globally | considered secure in that choice, Sending a work with us here also lifts our
and is a crucible of global child abroad involves logistical, umiversities” quality, resources,
° ‘Q‘ﬁgm W W 'qa; inno_v;niqn. There is a_dt’rnand for education due L'mmiqnai_. and ﬁr:l.'mciu! and urnbitiuns._To ignore this is_m
. quality higher education, 10 ECONOMIC OF complications. With global allow other nations to monopolise
a—f\ % %— especially in new-age fields such as saclal campuses coming to Indian cities, | the narrative of what “world-class
’Ha; 3 I { 6 I ( I E I a I ] Al design, data science, bR that equation changes. education” means, while we
: sustainability, and finance. constrainls can This situation, in furn, raises remain consumers instead of
H&IIEIE I, ) IIE ' |a5E|' | ) | Foreign universities are not """‘-‘_-'l [;‘:" ! the bar for Indian institutions as shapers of that narrative.
F on empty ground, They PoSSIITY rea well. Healthy competition never
[ ) EI'[%[‘J-IT W a’-ﬁ W: q—”ﬁ are coming into a country already oW hurts a system, When foreign e vigwws expressed are persanal
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

TY: YR ® fae=i fayfaeney oier wiftd a5 3t g1fern vga & Heay # fFafiafeag syt w far «3:
1. I8 fayfaeed SreM SMnT (o) & 2023 & Fa! & Sidvid ged g1

2. I8 JIET e Afd (@IS 2020 F Ie=A! & SIFU B

3. fac=h fayfaemeral & qui uRare T il

4. H9q Sit-20 <=1 & fayfaemadt &1 € YRd H IR Wiam &1 erAfd 31

DH Y HY Tl 62

a) $ad 1,2 3R 3

b) $ad 1, 2 3R 4

) Fad 2 3R 3

d) $ad 1, 3 3R 4

JTR: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ty: MY fac=h fayfaememt & YR & URIR RN B Bt A 3 I URAY I 1l GRS & forg sawR ot
U1 81 Thd &, Afep gifaar off OeT 81 Thclt §1 SIS THET I (150 Words)
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What

EXPLAINER

R.K.Vij

The story so far:
he Supreme Court, in
Kattavellat @ Devakar v, State of
Taimil Nadu, recently issued
puidelines to maintain the
integrity of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
sarnples in criminal cases, The court
directed the Director Generals of Police of
all States to prepare sample forms of the
Chain of Custody Register and all other
necessary documentation as directed,
and to ensure their dispatch to all districts
with instructions.

What was the need to issue such
directions?

The court, in the above case involving
rape, murder, and robbery with an
attempt to cause death, found significant
unexplained delays in sending samples of
the vaginal swabs to the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) for DNA analysis,
Moreover, the chain of custody of the
sample could not be established. Under
stich circumstances, the court held that
the possibility of sample contamination
could not be ruled out.

The court observed that although some
puidelines have been issued by various
bodies, there is neither uniformity nor a
common procedure required to be
followed by all investigating authorities.
Even though ‘Police” and ‘Public Order’
are subjects mentioned in the State List of
the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution,
the Supreme Court deemed it necessary
to issue these guidelines to have
uniformity of procedure,

What are the guidelines?

The Supreme Court issued four guidelines
for cases where DNA evidence is involved.
The first guideline states that the
collection of DNA samples once made

THIGT FI?
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DHA s a molecuie that encodes the genetic information in all living organisms. GETTY IMAGES

after due care and swift and appropriate
packaging, including FIR number and
date, the sections and statutes involved,
details of the investigating officer, the
police station, and the requisite serial
number, shall be duly documented. The
document recording the collection must
include the signatures and designations of
the medical professional present, the
investigating officer, and independent
witnesses.

Second, the investigating officer shall
be responsible for the transportation of
the DNA evidence (sample) to the
concerned police station or hospital, as
the case may be. He must also ensure that
the samples reach the concerned FSL
within 48 hours of collection. In the event
of any delay, the reasons must be
recorded, and all efforts should be made
to preserve the samples.

Third, while samples are stored
pending trial or appeal, no package shall
be opened, altered, or resealed without
express authorisation from the trial court.

The fourth guideline states that from
the time of collection to the logical end,
ie., conviction or acquittal of the

accused, a Chain of Custody Register must
be maintained. This register must be
appended to the trial court record. The
investigating officer is responsible for
explaining any lapses in compliance,

What has the Supreme Court said so
far?

The DNA profiles have a tremendous
impact on criminal investigations. In Anil
w. State of Maharashtra (2014), the
Supreme Court ohserved that a DNA
profile is valid and reliable, but this
depends on quality control and
procedure in the laboratory. However, in
the Devakar case, the court said that
quality control and procedure outside the
laboratory are equally important to
ensure that the best results can be derived
from collected samples.

In a three-judge Bench decision in
Manoj and Ors. v, State of Madhva Pradesh
(2022), the Supreme Court rejected a DNA
report on the ground that recovery was
made ‘from an open area and the
likelihood of its contamination cannot be
ruled out’, It was also observed that the
blood stains found on the articles were

disintegrated, and the quantity was
insufficient to run any classification test.

In another case, Rahul v, Stare of Delhi,
Ministry of Home Affairs (2022), DNA
evidence was ‘rejected because it
remained in the police Malkhana for two
months and during such time, the
possibility of tampering could not be
ruled out'. It was said that ‘the collection
and sealing of the samples sent for
examination were not free from
suspicion’, The court also said the trial
court and the High Court did not examine
the underlying basis of the findings in the
DA reports or whether the techniques
used had been reliably applied by the
concerned expert.

Therefore, while the investigating
agency needs to ensure that samples are
collected properly, without any possibility
of contamination, and sent to the F5L
without any (unexplained) delay, the
expert must also ensure proper quality
control and procedure in the F5SL.

How important is the DNA evidence
in criminal cases?

DNA is a molecule that encodes the
genetic information in all iving
organisms. It can be obtained from
biological materials, such as bone, blood,
semen, saliva, hair, or skin. Generally,
when the DNA profile of a sample found
at a crime scene matches the DNA profile
ofa suspect, it can be concluded that
both samples have the same biological
origin. However, it is not substantive
evidence in criminal cases.

The Supreme Court, in the Devakar
case, stated that DNA evidence is in the
nature of opinion evidence as envisaged
under Section 45 of the Evidence Act
(Section 39 of the Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023, and like any other
opinion evidence, its probative value
varies from case to case. Therefore, DNA
evidence must be proved scientifically
and legally,

R.K. Vij is a former [PS officer

10 SC guidelines say on DNA?

Why did the Supreme Court intervene in DNA samples in criminal cases? What lapses did the court uncover? What has the court said about DNA reliability in
past rulings? What do the new guidelines mandate? Is DNA alone enough to convict?

THE GIST

-

The Supreme Court has issued
uniform guidelines to ensure
the integrity of DNA samples in
criminal cases, directing strict
documentation, swift transfer,
and a elear chain of custedy.

v

Past rulings show that lapses in
handling have led to DNA
reports being rejectad, making
both proper collection and
quality control essential.
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Positioning India in an unru

n article, in Foreign Affairs, titled

“India’s Great Power Delusions - How

New Delhi’s Grand Strategy Thwarts Its

Grand Ambitions” (July/August 2025),
is creating a storm in the proverbial tea cup. The
article’s key point is that India had ‘delusions’ of
grandeur, and about becoming a Great Power,
and that this lacked substance. More to the point,
the article talks disparagingly about India, stating
that it stood nowhere in the race between China
and the United States, as far as the Great Power
sweepstakes are concerned.

Not unexpectedly, this has ruffled feathers, at a
time when India had begun to believe that it was
on the cusp of overcoming the ‘middle income
trap’ and emerging into the category of a Big
Power. This may be termed delusional by some,
but India’s belief in its future is not new and has
strong foundations, What may be faulted is the
writer’s premise that India and China are on the
cusp of a conflict, and that India would need the
United States’ assistance to counter Chinese
aggression. Both India and China are civilisational
powers, though they have adopted different paths
to progress, Neither country is, however, ready
for a round of conflict, notwithstanding the
existence of certain border issues between them.
However, given India’s experience in 1962 and
1971, when the LL5. went out of its way to remove
any doubts that India might have had about U.S.
support, the former is not looking for its aid in
any future conflict.

The tenor of this article would suggest that the
U.5. currently thinks that it can wield the big stick
of the ‘tariff war’ to compel India to fall in line
with its wishes. Lost in translation, however, is
that Donald Trump’s America is unable to
comprehend the fact that the more advanced
civilisations of the east, such as India and China,
are not thinking of war or conflict at this time.
Recent events and the meetings in Tianjin
confirm this, and further demonstrate that India
and China, along with Russia, constitute a strong
phalanx against those anxious to disrupt the
current world order — at least as far as Asia is
concerned.

A closer look at the India story

It may, nevertheless, be worth analysing whether
India’s Big Power ambitions are indeed out of
sync with reality. Also, whether it is wrong for
India to start believing that achieving Great Power
status is within reach. The first mistake made by
critics is that India has never made the claim that
it was about to overtake China in the near future.
Or that it was within striking distance of the U.S.
The waorst that India can be accused of is to start
believing that it had indeed pulled well ahead of a
pack of nations that had started with similar
hopes, and that India had succeeded in
overcoming the ‘middle income trap’ — reaching
striking distance of their main objective.

M.K. Narayanan

is a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
a former National
Security Adviser,
and a former
Governar of

West Bengal

India’s belief in
its future is not
new and has
strong
foundations,
which the West
should
understand

The derisive tone adopted by the writer of the
article does seem to reflect an element of outrage
at India’s claims to progress. There is, however, a
great deal to be said in favour of India’s growth
story, and, even more s, in the manner in which
it has been achieved, in sharp contrast to that of
countries such as China.

The Americans cannot be faulted for not
reading or understanding history since this is not
in their DNA. But India’s spectacular
transformation, from a ‘famine affected’ nation,
through the Green Revolution, to becoming an
exporter of food grains is, perhaps, unrivalled in
the history of modern or even ancient times.
Economic progress, rather than accumulating
military strength, was the sine qua non of India's
existence during its early years of independence,
and provided the backbone for future progress.
Butter before guns was the motto.

Nevertheless, and throughout this period,
India exercised a degree of moral authority — that
most countries including the U.S. have seldom
exercised — to emerge as a balancing factor in
international relations. This has few, if any, equals
in politics post the Second World War, It is India
that coined and propagated a new philosophy in
international relations, viz., the concept of Non
Alignment, at a time when the world was split
into two rival and conflicting orthodoxies; it
helped safeguard the identity and hopes of newer
nations post 1945, that did not wish to be aligned
with either of the two rival blocs headed by the
U.5. and Russia, respectively. India often acted as
an arbiter in conflicts at the time (such as the
Korean War in the 1950s), gaining international
acclaim.

In the eyes of the West

The 1.S.-China ‘bromance’ in the 1970s —
achieved through the mesmerising diplomacy of
then U.S. Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, and
his friendship with China's Deng Xiaoping

which transformed the attitude of the U.S. and of
the West to China's potential as a market, had the
effect of diminishing India’s importance in
western eyes, especially that of the U.S.
Simultaneously, India’s close friendship with
Russia proved to be an irritant, further cemented
with the signing of the India-Soviet Treaty of 1971.
The 1974 nuclear test in the Pokhran desert
‘Buddha is Smiling’ — aggravated this situation
further.

The imperious tone of the Foreign Affairs
article betrays a lack of understanding about
India’s ability to manage contradictions of every
kind. India’s relations with the U5, vastly
improved since the turn of the century, reaching
a high point following the India-U.S. Civil Nuclear
Agreement in 2008. But this happened even as
India-U.5. relations were still far from warm.
Many irritants remain, the most nagging of them
being India's reliance on Russian weapons, and,

WOr

more recently, Russian oil, despite U.S.
apposition.

This is despite India having more than made
up for this by joining the Quad {(Australia, India,
Japan, the 1.8.). Managing contradictions is
among the key strengths that this country has
derived from its civilisarional past, which is little
understood by countries in the West, specially
those in the far West such as the U.S. The
mandarins in the U.S. are, hence, unable to
comprehend how India and China, despite being
embroiled in a border dispute, can also be
friends, as evidenced during the recent Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit. Even
mare confusing for the West is the ‘entente
cordiale’ between China, India and Russia, as
demonstrated on this occasion.

Technological superiority is the driver
What is truly delusional, however, is the failure of
the West to recognise the real impetus in world
affairs today, which stems from the ‘empires of
the mind’. In this respect, the U.S. today has far
tewer cards to deal. This is the age of the
‘cybernated generation’ and the digital fortress is
being breached today by countries with evolved
civilisations such as China, India, Japan and
Vietnam.

Harvesting data is today the main weapon of
choice — and this is very different from employing
‘laser weapons', Technological superiority is
leading to new digital colonies, and the U.S. can
at best, and only for now, claim a marginal
advantage over countries such as India. India’s
intrinsic capacity in this area, meanwhile, shows
strong and steady growth. Those like the writer of
the Foreign Affairs article, who scoff at India’s
strength may, hence, have to repent at leisure.

Rather than casting stones at India, the U.S.
and the West would do well to contemplate
whether their current lead in critical technologies
may soon prove illusory. As a new wave of
technology ‘geeks’ storm and overturn the
citadels of the past, and usher in a new world
order, this is a real possibility. The West would
also do well to realise that the ‘Sherpas’ that
dominate Silicon Valley today, are mainly of
Indian and Asian origin.

The U.8.s lead of today is, thus, at best,
ephemeral. India, for its part, is betting on this
leap of faith as far as technologies of the future
are concerned, and the West would do well to
understand them rather than depend on
hackneyed themes of countries seeking U.S.
support to protect themselves, The sun may well
set on the U.5,, and much earlier than it realises,
even as an India, steeped in the virtues of an
ancient civilisation and based on knowledge
derived from centuries of civilisational existence,
gains ground. Better positioning is more
important today rather than indulging in vague
CONCErTS.
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Q DURATION : 7 MONTH
@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
Q BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S

9 MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

9 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

@ DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS

) MenTORSHIP (PERSONALISED) ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 17,500/-

PAYIN2E ;~:'
INSTALMEN

RS 20,000/-

0 BILINGUAL CLASSES

@ DOUBT SESSIONS

Register Now 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (psir) () 9999154587



\\\\

= N%m%k . THE t*; ¥

42 HINDU A

; ] o
Daily News Analysis
(®) NITIN SIR CLASSES . NI!?N-JJW STARING 4TH OCT 2025

Tl (Aadhaar Batch)

@ DURATION : 2 YEARS

0 DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)

Q BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S +
MAINS

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

9 NCERT FOUNDATION

@ SEPERATE PT & MAINS QUESTION SOLVING CLASSES

0 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 50,000/-

PAY IN 2 EASY
Q BILINGUAL CLASSES & DOUBT SESSIONS ns 55 m’
. -

0 MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES

\ Register NOW 4 https://tme/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) O 9999154587

Q MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)
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I NITIN SIR I

@ DURATION : 1 YEAR
Q DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
) sooxs - (PT+ MAINS) WITHPYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

0 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

e DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS
ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 30,000/-

Q BILINGUAL CLASSES PAY IN 2 EASY
) poustsessions RS 35.000/-
L )

Q MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES (WEEKLY)

Q MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https:/ /t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 099991 54587
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B NITIN SIR
Nitin sir Classes

KHMORV +ART AND CUI.TUR(\ f SOCIETY + SOCIAL ISSUES \ ﬁOUTY + OOVBINENC!)
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SCI&TECH

ARUN TOMAR SIR )

csat )

£

YOGESH SHARMA SIR ‘

ETHICS AND APTITUDE »
ESSAY + CURRENT AFFAIRS

s

NITIN KUMAR SIR

/" ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY  \
AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT

i

A
[ HISTORY \

GS PAPERIV
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PSIR ¢ PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION
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OPTIONAL \ ( \ ( GS PAPER Il

OPTIONAL

https://www.youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses8314

@ http;//instagram.com/k.nitinca .@!‘ ,;5@

: ™
E S -
d‘ o hittps://t me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) '@_‘ o,;”*'

SHABIR SIR PANKAJ PARMAR SIR
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Follow WIiore

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Weaebsite : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20Omg

» Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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