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Page 01 :GS 3 : Indian Economy / Prelims

NI IS b (MU YR | 3Menfie Tfafafy o1 T W Yobde 7, o fafmion, @ iR faoreht
&t & USRI P ST g1 3RA &, 1IP BT g 4% db efiwlt 81 718, S g 2025 H 4.3% & B HeH & 3 TR
F 4t g8 IRIae T U § gk SRIQ, IH-SRT H HHOR UeRH 3R Aghaafar iR dfied 189 #
efftft Ity &% HRUT S|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rowth in industrial
activity in India
slowed to 4% in Au-

gust from its six-month
high growth of 4.3% in July.

Growth was dragged
down by the consumer
durables and non-durables
sectors, as well as slower
growth in manufacturing,
capital goods, and infras-
tructure sectors, govern-
ment data showed.

ty output saw a positive
turnaround.

Data on the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP),
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation on Mon-
day, showed that growth in
the index this August was

AT e

gSATS Sct:
o ST 2025 W SMSIATSW i - 4%, TATS 2025 T 4.3% 3R 3R 2024 T 0% BT ga=m H|

Slowing growth

The year-on-year change [in 96) in the Index of Industrial
Production. The index saw 0% growth in August last year
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considerably faster than

read with caution as it cap-
tures neither the tariff nor
GST effect which have
been in the news and af-
fected sentiment in busi-
ness,” Madan Sabnavis,
chiel economist at the
Bank of Baroda, said. “Ta-
riffts were implemented

from August 27 while GST

ing sector in particular saw
a significant turnaround. It
grew 6% in August, a 14-
month high, snapping a
four-month  streak  of
contractions.

The second sector to see
a robust turnaround was
the primary goods sector,

Industrial output growth
slows to 4% in August

Country’s I[P growth gets pulled down by consumer-related sectors: primary goods sector sees a
turnaround with seven-month-high of 5.2%; experts say no effect of GST reforms that came in later

which saw growth coming
in at a seven-month high of
5.2%. The electricity sector
grew at a five-month high
of 4.1%.

The manufacturing sec-
tor, however, slowed to
3.8% in August, down from
6% in July. This was quick-
er than the 1.2% growth the
sector saw in August last
year. Similarly, growth in
the capital goods sector
slowed in August to 4.4%
from 6.7% in July. This was,
however, quicker than the

On the other hand, min-  the 0% seen in August last  benefits kicked in late Sep- 0% seen in August last
ing activity, the primary year tember.” year.
goods sector, and electrici- “This data should be The mining and quarry- The growth in the con-

sumer durables sector
slowed to 3.5% in August
from 7.3% in July and 5.4%
in August last year. The
consumer non-durables
sector saw activity con-
tracting 6.3%, the worst
performance in eight
months.
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o fIom @t ggmEr ¢ are &3

o A 3R I@T: 6% (14 FEH HT I=ATH) |
o WTYfH® AHM: 5.2% (7 g &1 I=qH) |
o faorett: 4.1% (5 UgH &1 3=) |
o oo™ o AT g o
fafemtor: 3.8% Qs & 6% ¥ =) |
GoIlTd aqU: 4.4% (TS & 6.7% 3 ) |
HOIIR SRAT: 3.5% (SIS H 7.3% I =) |
ﬁﬁo ?}mﬁm R-fePTS TRGY: (-6.3%), 8 TR & TN Aol Ypa |
. dqH:
o %F{q%?mzﬁamzmrrm@rumaﬂ)sﬁvsﬁwﬁ’rgw@w%em@)mﬁaw&mfﬁqh—c@mqﬁ
gUEI

Rifae g

J/

T

O O O

o NP IS FIPTP (IIP):
o TP R PRIHH HrfaT- HATHT (TSP 3R HRIhH Hrafaa- HATeH) §RT 8 HgH R
ICRIKIGIE]
o SMYR T 2011-121
o g% &7 fafwiur (77.63%), WA (14.37%), fawielt (7.99%) |
o IUENT-3MTR aifferor wdfle avge, YoiRTa avgQ, Aeaad aegy, gfard et & JmE,
IuiFT fewrss aege, IuviT R-RdTe; axgU
e IIP $THEE:
o 3NN APt BT ScuhIferd IUM |
o IPhd WY IMIG M & g Hhdab |
o Hifa fmfur (ienfie, Mifsew, Ioreia) & Aeg HRar gl

A & ferg Ffgard

1. PRIHD UGT;
o TR TG & UPd & dIG T &7 H TvaR I Hd A1 B 31gfd H giG |
o TUftie a¥gan Bl g TR & W It TR &1 Wabd ol B
miﬁﬁaﬁﬁq@mﬁuﬁsﬁvgﬁuﬁaﬁaﬂwﬁﬁfﬁﬁgwﬁmﬁﬁ%
2. :
o fafrmtor gxit (srEenSt &1 ga) FHR AT 3R SMafd-uer &1 arerefi i g g1
o SUHIF R-oPTs axgail & W Tfivr Tave 3R Wud H HH B 3R SR Rl ¢
o Uoinrd a5gsit o1 gfg X W fRmae & s wfafafr & it &1 G fretan 21
o 3MENfe GUR FH 3R (e s g 7, Foras @ua snenika &7 gaa # 81
3. =ifq yriffrear:
o SUYHNT & AN & forT Aférd ISTh IS TEIIdT B! A=l
o Uiy Tfd wfad iR Tuasis (FTTe ¥ 98 WidTe) ¥t giosit & dgd gi-ard! i &t gerar
¥ & TN Bt HURUTE B Tl B |
o HIfgd T a1 &=-faR o1 gmed= fafyufor oiR gofvrd avgsit & Heg o UHar gl
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TE(h SR B YR Pt 3M3MeUl gk 4% W IS Td & 3e31@ &1 ga-1 J YUR P it §, Jals ° Hat asftg
SRGAT DI IANR et 8 | T, WU T 3R fastelt it feard €, dfe fafmfor ofik Susieadr-genferd
&7 AR &9 gL ¢ 1 U IR ieifire gur & forg, Sifara Surdt &t w7t § gegR, A &t gerar ¢ ik
SMYfef YT BT HOIgd B W & AT AT 319 aTd TS o Tl I fob St gurR &R R o sgaa @
e Ty § GUR gidr § a1 7|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uY: MeNfiie IdTe GaPi® (IIP) & IR H fAHferead w3yl wR faar sifee:

1. U5 HiRksT®! 3R HTRIHH HIAT-aa HATTR & dgd Duld HiRkeAd! TG gRT HIRD U ¥ SR foal STl gl
2. 1IP BT STYR N 2011-12 B

3. 1P ¥ fafamfor &= &1 e a1 UR B

STad FYHI | | PIH-91/4 T 8/82

(a) HId 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

() Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3T} : d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UH: SR SR 3R A-SXaed acl | g1d & dt afidpel o RRTae | I8 YRd U JUHNT &1 i &
IR & 1 <RI 82 39 e, & JHIY & forg Ffewra Iurr gemd| (250 req)
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Page 06 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims

HYRT 3R Yei e, e, Tpfa iR Iurifas wgam o At e sifgdia faRiw wde gen axa € |
FAfaefact & Aogd HIAT 3T TRHER! BT Th T-T WY g1 39 Yo & 3t 7T Yad HuP! &1 Tl - HIdsR-

Wémwaﬁ?mﬁmmmw foueha Teei 31 Mo B &1 = & U Ae@yut
FeA G
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Two railway links to offer
easy connectivity to Bhutan

Kokrajhar-Gelephu and Banarhat-Samtse lines will run to a total distance of 89 km; they will be
developed at a cost of 34,033 crore; Railway Minister says project will boost economy, tourism

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Centre on Mon-
I day  announced
two rail links witha

total distance of 89 km bet-
ween India and Bhutan -
Kokrajhar-Gelephu  (As-
sam) and Banarhat-Samtse
(West Bengal) — at a cost of
34,033 crore.

These two projects are
part of the first set of rail
connectivity projects bet-
ween India and Bhutan,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri announced at a press
conference.

The memorandum of
understanding (MoU) for
these projects was signed
during Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s visit to Bhu-
tan in March 2024 and a
formal agreement was
signed here on the occa-
sion of the Bhutanese Fo-
reign Secretary's visit to
New Delhi,

“India is the largest trad-
ing partner of Bhutan.
Most of the EXIM trade of
Bhutan is through Indian
ports, therefore, it be-
comes very important to
have seamless rail connec-
tivity for the Bhutanese
economy to grow, and for
the Bhutanese people to
have better access to the

global network,” Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said.

For Vande Bharat trains
The Minister said the two
rail links would provide
Bhutan access to 1,50,000
km of the Indian railway
network. While the Kokraj-
har-Gelephu  rail  link
would be developed over
the next four years, the Ba-
narhat-Samtse line would
be constructed over a pe-
riod of three years. The
railway lines would be de-
signed for running Vande
Bharat trains. The former
will have six stations, two

S!ra(ezk link: Rallway Board CEO Satish Kumar, Union Minister Ashwini Vavs}‘aw Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri, and MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal announcing the Bhutan rail link on Monday. ani

viaducts, 29 major bridges,
65 minor bridges, two
good sheds, one flyover
and 39 underpasses. The
latter will include two sta-
tions, one major flyover, 24
minor flyovers, and 37 un-
der passes. It will be deve-
loped at a cost of ¥577
crore.

“This will provide a lot
of economic benefits to the
people, in terms of tou-
rism, industrial growth,
people-to-people  move-
ment, and goods move-
ment. Practically, every be-
nefit that railway brings
will happen with this,” Mr.
Vaishnaw added.

The Government of In-
dia has pledged 10,000
crore in development as-
sistance to Bhutan for its
13th Five-Year Plan running
from 2024 to 2029. This
funding doubles the sup-
port provided during the
12th Plan.

Bhutan is also set to be-
nefit from the Jogighopha
Inland Waterways Tran-
sport Terminal, opened in
February. The two nations
have also collaborated on
five major hydropower
projects — Chukha, Tala,
Mangdechhu, Kurichhu,
and the recently complet-
ed Punatsangchhu I1.

o UfvaeETS $ Ty
o DIPIAYR-NAP AT (3RTH-YET): AT I@UT, 4 a8 § 7 fowar S|

o TARGIE-THS ATs (YA §d-Ye™): 3 9d ¥ g3l &1 e |
o Pd g 89 fopll.
o A ANIG: 34,033 FRIS (3PHd SIRGIC-TAY 3577 PRIG) |
o fSOITEA: TN A8 4 URA ¢l B T | Fed it
o faRAware: aefh oIk O1a gaTE &I Gt & T gd, 4o, gd, WM, Tessiar 3R 3feIur|
o 3P IrART: Tded, SR, eNfie I iR @RT ¥ ANl & ol WU & S TdaT &AT|
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o UMHIfa® HEMGn: YRd 4 YeH 4 q| (2024-29) © 210,000 HRIg @ fard
TG & &1 aTal fawa, Gﬁﬁ@—cﬁlﬂwwzﬁr gl

o 3 HAGEIASl/TAEUNT: SFEGT Az cffa @Rast 2025), SR @I, 9T, WIGY, TR,
AT 11 SR srafagga ufkaie g |

Rifae dge

1. YRd- TdY:
o T BT IR (1949, TR 2007): fgueha Taet o1 MUR|
o TP TEUNT: YR YH &1 T TST AT HTFIGR 3R AR Tgrmar areHddl ]
o o faggd geifa: 5ia faggad ggarT anfife ARt &1 $afdg 3|
2. YRd & fQ ye™ &1 amie Aga:
o YR 3R I & oI TP B IY & ©F H BT R 8l
o RS ISR (i %) B! W& & foIe Tgaayul RIH|
o ﬁf@mmaﬁ@ﬁ?w&nﬁm%‘cﬁ%
3. UiRggd iR Sfaefadt
o wﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwwmﬁﬁﬁaﬁ@mwmma%$m
g THHRVT H) Hoigd Hel 2
o fames HAfdefad Toies &1 gHYdT Hear g |

RT
1. 3nfde:
o YR dEEl F HremH § Y™ F Frata &t sgrar i
. ﬂgﬂﬁuﬂzﬁaﬁ?aﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmaﬁwm%
o AT UR OR SR & Syf gEeeli # GUR a1
2. YUHifa®:

o URA D Y G AT B TG0 HRh YT B -t WU BT HISaT b
o fRArerRh W R, fakiy wu 9 Yag=ie Waradf ast & Ut YR @ udhe &I Aeled HRdl g

3. QTR 3R ivplas:

o ST A=A & HiegH T AR A AN & S JUDh Serar gl

4.83&8[?3%3)—\"0&

o SR SraEnt uRareFrs 3R Hiser Ye@/arg Acdd & RSP 3|
o  UARR 8 Aed)-Hsd BAfaefae] & URd & TYHI0 &) PR B & Heg Hal ¢ |
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3l URJ-YeH Y4 i Faa gardt efar afaiemist § &g ofid § - 9 aFl o= & dig nfde TPter,
o fayra ok OiRepfa® "ud &1 Wdid § | YRd & 1,50,000 fFardier & Yad Aead a& Y™ &t ugd
FeIHR, J URASHIE 9 Bad fguela deet o1 Aoigd Bl dfch fFArad § YR & Iurifas fRal & i 1 3|
ST o URA Yo &1 3T AT Tgradl &1 ST o Y81 ©, Frfaciac RTINS & o ren I9fg 3R JRaT
G B & fo1T Hetg o+ @ |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Sugad gl A | $IH-91/4 |E1 GAferd 8/8?
(a) e 1

(b) Had 1 3R 2

(c) $ad 2 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3R (d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UH: TRATIAd [/ 3Tl TaRTaS TP AN 3R YT U Gl Pl aRiidl &l YRd B el YR&f
fac=r fa & fore e Ffgardf &1 s fazawor ¥ (150 sg)
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Page 09 : GS 2 & 3 : Social Justice and Indian Economy / Prelims

P URA F1 I srfarawi Bt S a9 §S © SR Afgar 4fie (42%) 1 g9 g81 R IR SR 81 7 F
ST P & afegarsl & IR # o 3 foamd &, AT S99 & @y o sraaf~as wifvarives uftres § <t

WREATAS SIS &1 21 &1 a=IieasIor & a1 a8 " &1 afieror afgast & Agd are fae™ & fae
AR U= FHRl 8, TgT a fob Afid UR SR fSfrea Mot 9u s/awR Wiadt g1
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Shravani Prakash
Anjhana Ramesh

omenled  develop-
w ment has been recog-
nised as a structural

game-changer for advancing In-
dia's economic ambitions, yet its
full potential remains under-lever-
aged. Nowhere is harnessing this
potential more urgently than in
the agriculture sector, the back-
bone of India’s economy and the
largest employer of its women.

Despite their prowing presence
on farms, women's contributions
remain systematically unremuner-
ative. By leveraging recent shifts in
trade and technology, India has an
unprecedented opportunity to un-
lock pathways that recognise wo-
men as equal partners in agricultu-
ral transformation,

In the past decade, structural
shifts in the Indian workforce have
drawn rural men into higher-pay-
ing non-farm jobs, leaving women
to replace them to do the agricul-
tural work. As a result, women's
employment in agricufture surged
by 135%, and they now account for
aver 42% of the sector's workforce.
Two out of every three working
WOIMEen are now in agriculture,

Yet, this rise has come with di-
minishing returns. Nearly half of
the women in agriculture are un-
paid family workers, with their
numbers jumping 2.5 times from
23,6 million to 59.1 million in just
eight years (Chart 1). As a result,
today, one in three working wo-
men in India is unpaid. In States
such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
mare than 80% of women workers
are in agriculture, and over half of
them receive no wages (Map 2).

Much of this invisibility stems
from systemic inequities, Women
are not officially recognised as
farmers, own only 13-14% of land
holdings, and earn 20-30% less
than men for equivalent work, As-
set ownership, decision-making
ser, and access to credit and go-

IaAH T

o fU3d o & SN A nfigars & IR d 135% &

vernment support remain male-
dominated, trapping women in
low-value activities.

As a result, women's greater
participation has not translated in-
to higher income for the economy,
as agriculture’s share of the nation-
al GVA fell from 15.3% in 201718 to
14.4% in 2024-25. Therefore, the
‘feminisation of agriculture; has,
in a way, reinforced inequities
rather than enabling women's eco-
NOMC empowerment.

Global trade trends are opening
new windows for women’s eco-
nomic inclusion in agriculture.
The India-U.K. Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA), for example, is pro-
jected to boost Indian agricultural
exports by 20% within three years,
granting duty-free access to over
95% of agricultural and processed
food products. From rice, spices,
and dairy to ready-to-eat meals, In-
dian producers will benefit from
premium market access, with safe-
guards in place for sensitive sec-
tors. Many of these export-orient-
ed walue chains employ a
significant share of women (Chart
3). If FTA-embedded provisions
for women, such as training, credit
access, and market linkages, are
catalysed, it could enable women's
transition from farm labourers to
income-generating entrepreneurs.

The greatest opportunity lies in
enabling women to move from un-
paid, low-value tasks into higher-
margin segments such as process-
ing, packaging, branding, and ex-
porting. With global demand
rising for organic products and su-
perfoods, India’s value chains for
ted, spices, millets and certified or-
ganic produce are poised for ex-
pansion — sectors where women
are already strongly represented.
Geographical Indications, brand-
ing initiatives, and support for
meeting export standards can help
women producers shift from sub-
sistence farming toward premium,
value-added product markets.

Without targeted measures, wo-
men risk being excluded from the
export-led opportunities emerging
in Indian :

fculture, Digital inno- |

More women employed in agriculture, but half of them are unpaid

Global trade trends. technology. and land and labour reforms can help bridge the gap

vations can play a decisive role in
bridging this gap. Platforms such
as e-NAM, mobile-based advisory
services, voice-assisted applica-
tions, and precision agrieulture
tools are already connecting wo-
men to markets, knowledge sys-
tems, and financial services. These
solutions help formalise women's
labour while expanding access to
schemes, credit, and fair pricing.

However, these benefits are
contingent on overcoming structu-
ral barriers such as low digital lite-
racy, language gaps, and limited
access to affordable devices. Tack-
ling these challenges requires col-
lective action by all ecosystem ac-
tors — government, private sector,
NGOs, selfhelp groups, and Farm-
er Producer Organisations (FPOs).

Encouragingly, promising mo-
dels are emerging. Al-enabled so-
lutions such as the government's
BHASHINI platform and Micro-
soft-AT4Bharat’s Jugalbandi are ex-
tending multilingual, voice-first ac-
cess to government services, LET
Finance’s Digital Sakhi pro-
sramme has trained rural women
in digital and financial literacy
across seven States.

At the State level, Odisha's
Swayam Sampurna FPOs show-
case how technology can position
women farmers at the forefront of
export competitiveness, The Jhala-
wari Mahila Kisan Producer Com-
pany in Rajasthan leverages digital
tools for direct sales and branding.
Multi-stakeholder training pro-
grams for women farmers in As-
sam's tea sector focus on diverse
areas. It is important to scale up
and emulate these platforms.

To transform women's role in
agriculture, land and labour re-
forms are equally vital. Policies
must recognise women as inde-
pendent farmers by promoting
joint or individual land ownership,
which in twn strengthens their
eligibility for credit, insurance,
and institutional support.

Shravnd Prokash and Anfhana Ramesh are
with ICRIER’s EPWD (Econamic Policies for

Wionien Led Developrment) P e

g el

o Tt FoEh ufgerei § A 2/3 o9 VA TN S

All work, no pay

The data for the charts were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), 2023-24

Cha:t 1: The numberof women in the agncultute sector who are unpaid
family warkers

{in million)]

2017-18 —'bj_

2023-24

Chart 2: Froportion <
of wamen (in %)

in agriculture who
received no wages
according to the
Perindic Lahour Farce
Survey (PLFS), 2023-24

Rajasthan
69%

One in three working
wamen in fndia is
unpaid. In States such
s Bihar and Uttar
Pracest, more thaon
8% af wamen workers X
are in agricuiture, b
ard over half of them X

Bcan P
FECEIVE NG Woges 250 0%

L 50%
i

Chart 3: Proportion of men and women involved with crops with high export value
I rale W8 Female (in %)

Fruits, berries and vegetables ‘m
nillets ™Y ST
wheat | )

oil seeds |- ST

rice - |1 DT

shrimps and other crustaceans | EEEY D
suice: [T —

<a [T

Meat, dairy and poultry | T

L] 20 40 &0 a0 o0
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® q Dl AT 2.5 T Fel (8 I H
23.6 IR 591ﬁri%m=r®)|

fIER SR ST U™ H: Sy & 80 wferzra & siftres afgan yfie; ond ¥ o1 sdafie

yftr warfire: afgarst & o dad 13-14% YA 31

T 3fa¥: IHH BT & forg AfgeTy gl &t g 7 20-30% HH BHN B |

I Afgdr UTTieR & Aras[g $Y BT SidT GHT 15.3% (2017-18) § UESHT 14.4% (2024-25) — T

AP e,

. q%maﬁaﬁa?ﬂaa;vanﬁmhﬁ?ﬁ?wwaamﬁmqﬁﬁ STt ® — Bu1, T, gt a
TR1E Ugd |

o Ul & T ik fHofa a9 1 =ifed Gow-u™ 5+t g3 B

o II-AIH WS & Tod $H-Ye, FHafg nfafaftry & o mam

IHR @ AW

1. 3f¥® STUR FH

o URA-feA THAT — 3 auf A B gl & 20 ufawa #Y gfS &1 srquE 31

o FldFgE g e @rad, 7T, S99, TRGd @) Afedrs & U 99 3 & AR St 7

o e IR TGl # AR wraur wfkierrn, Bor, R e e § - At JfteR TR ¥
e/ fafae! $t 3R 9¢ I&dt

2. Wt 3 feforea guRs=

. %m;%wmw&wmmwﬁqﬁﬁ@mﬁ _ Aigarai &) IeR, I 3R HU Y
= g

o TITS-HEH IUBOT: U], AISh Tt -THEAURA BT STracl Troriafl b SgHTSl, SHTaTol-Hem ugd —|

. Haiiaqmmz:

NfS & T Wihde THUISA|

ST D1 YTeTaRt Afgall fb A SdTGdh B! |

3 & T & P U0 HdHH|

fSforea/faxhia ierdr o fog Tated wrg-y &t fefsied et |

3. geaa e SR wif&w

o T, TS, STORT, Sifaew Idrel # afgarsit 1 wiker ufafAfia 81
o Sfferg <, FifeT, Yol SR fFafd A & [ &A1 Al SdTad! & forg 3= Aol |

4. YfYy 3R 49 JuUR

o Tfearsit & fou Ty /afamra Yfr warfia o gerar 31|
o T & WdF gl & U A AT ST GRINTT TgTad], BT 3R 1177 & fore urran — |

o O O O
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<M =T Ry
Rfde g

o PV BT AN SGYRUN Tt FN Hriaa & Afgensit o1 B Tgdt 8, SRR R-HN TwRal & gou
& Uarg & BRI

o YR YioATE:

Aiga fega gxifaae o uRais T @eadh |

SHeaTd 3Gy gioHT — T3RUATH|

TeTEET Y& W1 URRBRUT IEH IS BT SR 16 T |

ey fae IHE [y @fRarsi & U6 )R 989) |

O O O O

U4y

UPRTHAD TRBI:
o P-FRITA X AfGES] B T RWERT = UHIUT 31T DI SGraT & B &l
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b) 42%
c) 50%
d) 60%
3R (b)
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(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d)1,2 8k 3

IR (b) a2 3R 3
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E-waste collection faces gaps as
informal sector plays huge role

Argon Deep
NEW DELHI

Fven as the Centre nudges
Tocal electromics manufac
wming va the push fin
semiconductor fabracation
and the Electrenics Com-
ponent Manufacturing
Scheme - pgaps have
emerged in 4 critical sector
that may assurmne more im
portance in the years
come: e-waste recyeling.

Wil mibllions of wnae
of consumer electronics
and applances disposed of
in recent years, policymak-
€% see extracting expen
sive and scarve metals and
elements a5 key o elec-
tromics use s set to boom
in the condng years.

While hundreds of mil
lions of mashile phones are
in use in Tndia, with TRAI
pegzging the namber of ma-
bile broadband  connec
fions i excess of 9
crore, [ndia constinmes on-
Iy aboue 4%, of global elec-
wonics consumption.

As global clectronics
supply chains stay fragile,
the Centre has peshed o

il i faeturing
capeacity as well as a 71,500
crore mineral  recycling
scheme anmounced in ear-

el, cobalt and lithium, has
shown  growing  impor
tance, with the Centre in
woducing an “extended
producer  responsibilicy”
{EPR} framework for ap-

pliances and electronics
e collected by the originad
manufacturess, for har-
vesting  materials expen-
shve 1o procure from the
open market, or suffer
from  peopofitical risks
such as China's decision to
curh the exports of rare
eisih elements (REE:)

e Frustrated palicymak

they facus an repairing pno:um by

A 023 vepart by the In
dhian Cellular and Election
s Association pointed wa
key hurdle in creaing a
“circular - economy”  for
such products - where me-
tals and clements from so
called end-oflife produscts

rupsting companens:

termational {SERD, wha
worked on ewaste issues
bor decades at the Minisry
of Elecrronics and Tnfor-
mation Technology, told
The Hindu. These copper,
steel, gold and aluminium

lons need

can be reintroduced into
supply chain - viz. domi-
nation of informeal sector”,

i " il

"thirel-party auditing 10 en-
sure best practices on envi
renmental  safeguarding,
I|nn|| due diligence of

These set-ups have frs-
trated  policymakers, as
they focus on repairing
products by harvesting
parts from used goods and
operate outside any ol
framework that can even
rually lead o recyeling be-
ing a viahle source of key
Faw materials for manufic-
turing firms. within

the government's EI'R fra-
mework, accusations of
“paper trading” abound,
with recyclors  allegedly
owerstating the goods they
are recyeling to win incen-

pavITIEnts.

“Some players are in-
dhulging in malpractices o
earn  financial  benefils
without having either the
capabiliy or the capacity
fior metal extracion, which
needs 1o be exposed.” San
dip Chatterjee, an adviser
ta think fank Sustainahle
Electronies Recyvelimg In

vendors for andd ever S0
the fate of those materials  Brms were audited, with
disprsal,” he added. those showing discrepan-
ches being acted against.
Material traceability

Dr. Chatterjee also said Mandi-style unit
m; il traceabiliey Attero has 4 up a lange
i Ingge problem, sin metals recveling opera
darisies jor tiom, @ even in

may go through multiple
ewners before wearing out
bevond repair. “Presently,
nventary has been en-
trusted 1o State Pollution
Control Boards,”™ he siid.
*They rever wse a uniform
method suitad to India and
international fgures of e
waste generation are al-
wiys different.”

But the statistics, as they
are, sill represent major
valumes, Dr. Chatterjes cie-
e an estinate of 4.17 mil-
bion metrie wone of e-
waste generated in 2002
alome i In and said
that enly a third of thes
wasle upmu:sschu\Juyh

“proper channels”

Nitin Gupta, founder,
Anern, an electronics recy-
cling firm, said the Central
Pollution Comtral Board,
which operates the portal
recyclers use, “has started
carrying out audits of va
in the last

ty) In inventorying pro-
ducts floating around in
informal markets and even
registered Tecyclers were
hampering visibility into
what materials can actual
Ly be recycled and wsed fn
products. He also pushed
tor  repairing  produwcts
maore and prolonging their
lifie as & measure in e-wase
management,  But  even
there it important for
bor visibility in the lfe cycle
af individual produces.
Imventorying (= eritical
as western countries count
u procuct sold as potential
ewaste soon after sale un-

Formal set-ups into a “man-
div-style stream. While the
current propertion of recy-
cled precious metals and
rareearths in domestic
supply chains 15 "neglig-
Bl s per Mr. Gupta, he
asserted with the rghr pol-
ley push, “India can meet
T0% ol its rare earth mate-
requirements in the
next 18 months.”

The “percentage of how
much mpact recycling has
had, has been Improving
year on vear] Mr Gupta
added. “In India, gold,
copper, aluminium  and
stepl are majorly reco-
sered ™ D Chatterjes said.
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SWRITd | | B A1 HYF Tl 32
(a) Pad 1 3R 2
(b) Pae 2 3R 3
(c) Pad 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3

IR: (b) Pad 2 3R 3

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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rom harbouring Osama bin Ladenina

house that was just a stone’s throw away

from its own military academy, to

training and backing groups such as the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM), Pakistan’s role in fuelling cross-horder
terrorism is no longer an allegation. It is a matter
of record. The 2008 Mumbai attacks, the 2019
Pulwama bombing and the attack on tourists in
Pahalgam on April 22, 2025, are events that bear
the unmistakable marks of a terror infrastructure
being nurtured across the border. In response to
the Pahalgam attack, India launched Operation
Sindoor, striking at the roots of this terror
network along the Line of Control. Pakistan faces
growing accusations not only from India but also
from Afghanistan to Balochistan — of fostering
regional instability, crushing dissent and
deepening unrest.

Just a few days ago, India delivered a sharp
rebuttal to Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s speech at the United Nations General
Assembly. Therefore, when a nation long accused
of harbouring terrorists is given the reins of
global counter-terrorism efforts — despite clear
evidence of its terror links — the world should
pause and ask questions,

In June this vear, in a decision that sparked
dishelief, Pakistan was to lead two critical United
Nations bodies: the Taliban Sanctions Committee
of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
and as the vice-chair of the Counter-Terrorism
Committee of the 15-nation UN body. This
development also came at a time when Pakistan's
credibility on counter-terrorism was under
scrutiny. On July 1, Pakistan also officially
assumed the Presidency of the UNSC for the
maonth of July.

In the past, the UN's decisions to make Libya
as the chair of the UN Human Rights Commission
and Saudi Arabia as the chair of UN Women's
Rights Commission have come under scrutiny. In
May 2025, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
approved a $1 billion loan to Pakistan, despite
concerns over its potential misuse for terror
financing. These developments expose significant
loopholes in the UN's foreign policy and raise
questions about the UN's commitment to
combating global terrorism.

Terror shelter

The Pahalgam attack highlighted Pakistan's
continuing role as a haven for terror groups. Hafiz
Saeed, a UN-designated terrorist, has made
several public appearances in recent years
despite serving a sentence for terror financing.
He has often been seen at terror launchpads in
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK) but is “in
custody™ on paper. The presence of Pakistani

Gauri Mishra

is a highly decorated
naval officer with a
career of around tweo
decades in the Indian
Mavy, from where she
retired as
Commander, She is
also a motivational
speaker, author,
skydiver and an
international

track cyclist
representing India

The world
should pause
and ask why
Pakistan, a
nation with
evidence of
terror links, has
heen allowed o
oversee global
counter-
terrorism
efforts at the
United Nations

Army personnel, the Pakistani police and
members of civil bureaucracy at the funeral
procession of terrorists killed in Operation
Sindoor, further indicates Pakistan’s open
support for terrorist organisations.

The inclusion of Pakistan in the UN's counter
terrorism mechanisms exposes troubling gaps
and issues with the global body’s moral and
strategic compass.

First, Pakistan's long-standing support for
terror groups such as the LeT and JeM, directly
contradicts the objectives of the
Counter-Terrorism Committee, There is adequate
evidence linking Pakistan’s military and
Inter-Services Intelligence (15D to logistical and
tactical support for terror madules. Yet, the UN
prioritised geopolitical considerations over moral
and security imperatives.

Second, the UN's selection process for
committee leadership lacks stringent vetting for a
country’s compliance with counter-terrorism
standards. Pakistan's removal from the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) grey list in October
2022, despite ongoing concerns about terror
financing, exemplifies this leniency.

Third, the decision also reflects a broader
trend of geopolitical manoeuvring within the UN,
where powerful nations support Pakistan's
elevation to secure economic or strategic
interests. This bias compromises the UN's
impartiality and risks legitimising Pakistan’s
duplicitous stance on terrorisn.

Fourth, by rewarding duplicity with
leadership, the UN sends a dangerous message:
state-sponsored terror can be overlooked if
packaged diplomatically.

The IMF loan to Pakistan - part of a $7 billion
Extended Fund Facility — fuelled controversy
despite India abstaining from the vote, The risk of
funds being misused for terror activities was
cited. However, the timing of the loan, just weeks
after the Pahalgam attack raised ethical questions
on the UN’s commitment to combat global
terrarism,

The UN’s dangerous gamble

In May this year, the Pakistan government
announced a compensation of T4 crore to the
families of terrorists, including relatives of JeM
chief Masood Azhar, who were killed in Indian
strikes When a nation equates terrorists with
martyrs, one does not need to imagine its
commitment to peace.

The UN’s decision to entrust Pakistan with key
counter-terrorism roles, despite its explicit ties to
terrorism, casts a shadow over UN's integrity and
supgests a troubling disconnect between the UN's
stated goals and its actions.

Such moves will only help Pakistan legitimise

its narrative and project itself as a responsible
global actor in counter-terrorism. It will also
undermine India’s efforts to portray Pakistan as a
state sponsor of terrorism. Pakistan could shape
narratives around regional stability, potentially
deflecting blame for regional terrorism on India,
particularly in the context of Balochistan.

Pakistan’s role as vice-chair in the Counter
Terrorism Committee allows it to influence global
counterterrorism policies. This may have serious
repercussions for India’s push to bring
DPakistan-based terrorists under UN sanctions.
Pakistan could also derail India's growing
diplomatic ties with the Taliban.

Counter-measures by India

India’s failure to block Pakistan's appointments,
despite its ourreach to most UNSC members
following the Pahalgam attack, signals a
diplomatic challenge.

In counter strategies, India must leverage its
strategic alliances with other UNSC members to
counterbalance Pakistan's influence.

That Pakistan is at the centre of attention at the
White House also raises doubts on the U.S.s
commitment to combat terrorism for the sake of
trade and business.

India should actively participate in discussions
at crucial UN bodies to highlight Pakistan’s
history of harbouring terrorists. These
committees are operated by consensus and
India’s growing global influence can limit
DPakistan's ability to push biased apendas. It is
essential that India and its allies monitor
Pakistan's role and push for periodic
performance reviews and stringent
accountability.

India should aim to deepen its ties with the
Taliban regime — humanitarian aid missions in
Kabul is one possibility — to counter Pakistan's
influence in the Taliban Sanctions Committee.

India must proactively pursue an international
campaign that engages the global media,
academia and diaspora, exposing Pakistan's
terror links and pushing for more accountability.

Pakistan’s enhanced diplomatic position is
likely to encourage asymmetric warfare,
infiltration and cyber-attacks. Therefore, India
must strengthen its national security and
intelligence networks.

The Indian government’s silence on the
appointments suggests a cautious approach, but
proactive diplomacy will be crucial to maintain
India’s narrative on the global stage. The world
must be alert because what begins as a seat at the
table can turn into control over the agenda. The
real danger is not about Pakistan at the high
table. It is the world pretending that it does not
matter.
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(*) NITIN SIR CLASSES WE®  STARING 6TH OCT 2025

PSIR
'MENTORSHIP BY-NITINKUMARSIR

g COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE (4-5 MONTHS)
@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 hrs. (ONLINE CLASS)

e 350+ HRS . MAXIMUM: 40 STUDENTS PER BATCH.

g PERIODIC DOUBT SESSION & CLASS TEST

0 16 SECTIONAL TEST (4 FROM EACH SECTION)

@ 4 FULLLENGTH TEST ONE TIME PAYMENT

@ CHAPTERWISE PYQS DISCUSSION ns 25,000"‘

PAY IN 2 EASY
Q CHAPTERWISE COMPILATION OF QUOTATION INSTALMENTS

Q DAILY ANSWER WRITING ns 30,000"

www.nitinsirclasses.com 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 699991 54587
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VT (PT BATCH 2026)

DURATION : 7 MONTH

DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S

MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

@ DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS

MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED) ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 17,900/-
INSTALMENTS
RS 20,000/-

BILINGUAL CLASSES

9 DOUBT SESSIONS

Register NOW ¢ https;//tme/NiTIN KUMAR (PsiR) (8 99991 54587
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@ DURATION : 1 YEAR
Q DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
) sooxs - (PT+ MAINS) WITHPYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

0 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

e DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS
ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 30,000/-

Q BILINGUAL CLASSES PAY IN 2 EASY
) poustsessions RS 35.000/-
L )

Q MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES (WEEKLY)

Q MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https:/ /t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 099991 54587
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DURATION : 2 YEARS
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DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)

BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'’S +
MAINS

MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

NCERT FOUNDATION

SEPERATE PT & MAINS QUESTION SOLVING CLASSES

TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 50,000/-

@ MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

PAY IN 2 EASY
INSTALMENTS
RS 35,000/-

\ Register NOW ¢ nhttps://tme/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) €® 99991 54587

BILINGUAL CLASSES & DOUBT SESSIONS

@ MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES
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Nitin sir classes

kuow your deily

CLASSES

TIME TABLE FOR DAILY CLASSES

e 07:30 PM - THE HINDU
ANALYSIS

e 09:00 PM - Daily Q & A
Session (PT + Mains)

SUBSCRIBE 0

Q HTTPS://T.ME/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR)
WWW.NITINSIRCLASSES.COM . . . . . ..
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o) KNOW YOUR TEACHERS

Nitin sir Classes

(HISTOIY + ART AND cummﬁ ( SOCIETY + SOCIAL IMS\ (POUTV + novammc!)

as

IR + SOCIAL JUSTICE

B

ke 4

Q4

- 4

GS PAPER |
GS PAPER |

( GS PAPER I|

”\“‘“‘”‘

/” _ETHICS AND APTITUDE + \
ESSAY + CURRENT AFFAIRS

G

NITIN KUMAR SIR ‘ k YOGESH SHARMA SIR )
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» ﬁ
] '\ :
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\ ( GS PAPER IV

OPTIONAL
OPTIONAL
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SHABIR SIR
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8 & r@ http://instagram.com/k.nitinca
12

PANKAJ PARMAR SIR

o https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR)
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Follow WIiorxre

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Weaebsite : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20mg

> Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi2Omg
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