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SCbacks move to rid ‘waq

y

user’ of statutory recognition

Top court did not prima facie find any substance in the argument that centuries-old knds, gravevards, dargahs and
mosques, recognised as Waqfs through long and consistent usage over the years, will be grabbed by the government

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELIN

he Supreme Court
I said legislative ac-
to rid "Waqf by

user” of statutory recogni
tion and make registration
of Wagls mandatory can-
not be termed “arbitrary®,
considering the “menace™
of encroachment on “huge
government  properties”
over the years,

“We are of the view thar
if the legislature in 2025
finds that on account of the
concept of *Wagf by user’,
huge gnvernment proper
ties have been encroached
upon, and to stop the me-
nace, it takes steps for de
letion of the provisian, the
amendment, prima facle,
cannot be said to be arbi-
trary,” Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai, heading a Divi
slon Bench, observed in &
judgment refusing to stay
the entirety of the Wagl
(Amendment) Act, 2025

The SC verdict referred
to how the Andhra Pra-
desh Waqf Board had noti-
fied thousands of acres of
land helonging to the go-
vernment as Wagf proper

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment had failed to get
the land back in the High
Court, and had to finally

appedl to the Supreme

i

Weare of the view that if
the legistature in 2025 finds
that on account of the concept of
“wagl by user’ huge government
properties have been encroached
upon. and (o stop the menace,
It takes steps for deletion of the
2 provision, the amendment.
% prima facie,
| tobearbitrary
BR. GAVAL
Chief Jasclcr of India

ot be siid

Court, which set aside the
notification and had held
that the lands were vested
with the State.

“After noticing such in
stances of misuse, if the le-
gislature finds that the con
cept of ‘waqf by user’ has
10 be abolished and that
wo prospectively, in our
view, the same cannot pri-
mia facie be said to be arhi
" the court reiterated

Clause (i) of Section 3(r)
of the Wagt Act of 1995 had
recognised *Wagf by us
er”, which meant a proper
ty used for religious or
charitable purposes but
without any formal written
declaration or deed stating
its character.

Formal deed must

The 2025 Amendment Act
omitted the concept of
“wagf by user” and insist

ed on a formal Wagl deed

e 3R o NpTs ! ged el Ghar gl
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4. 3ifvard usfieror:

The court noted that
mandatory registration of
Wagls was not a new con-
cept. It had heen part of
the 1995 Waqf law.

“We are, therefore, of
the view that if for 30 long
years, the Mutawallis
[managers of Wagls] had
chosen not to make an ap-

consistent usage over the
years, would be “grabhed”
by the government,

In this regard, the court
recorded the assurance g
ven by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, who ap
peared for the Centre, that
the deletion of clause (i) of
Section 3(r) of the original
1995 Wagf Act would only
come [nto effect prospec-

tively, when the 2025
amendments came into ef
fect.

The Amendment Act
was notified on April 8,
2025.

‘Misuse of provisions”

The Union government, 4k
so represented by advo
cate Kanu Agrawal, had
carlier informed the apex
court that “shocking” mis-

Shockingly after 2013, in
just 11 years, the addition of
Waqf land is 20,92,072.536
acres... The fgure of 20
lakh acres is additional and
not the total figure. The to
tal comes to 39,21,236.459
acres of land,” the Minority
Affairs Ministry  affidavit
had submitted in the court
In April.

Centre’s take

The government had ar
gued that removing the
concept of “wagf by user*
in the 2025 amendments
did not deprive a Muslim
his right to create a Waqf.

der the proviso to
Sec 3(Mlr), no trust,
deed or any documentary
proof has been insisted
upon in the amendment or
even prior thereto. The on-
Iv

plication for
they cannot be heard to
sy that the provision
which now requires the ap-
plication to be accompa-
nied by a copy of the Waqf
deed Is arbitrary” the
Chief Justice, who auth-
ored the judgment,
observed

The apex court did not
prima facie find any sub
stance in the petitioners’
argument that centuries’'
old lands, graveyards, dar
gahs and mosques, which
have been recognised as
h long and

use of Wagf provisi had
led to “rampant encroach
ments” on private and go
vernment properties,

The Centre had submit-
ted that encroachments
had led to a LI6% rise in
Wagf lands from 2013 w0
2024, a phenomenal high
unmatched even in the
Mughal period.

“It Is submitted that
right before even Mughal
era, pre-Independence
and postindependence
eras, the total of Wagfs
created was 18,29,163.896
acres of land in India,

o o THT Y Il 3T G MaAHT (1923 ¥, 1995 AT & dgd oIRI @) |
THH BIC 7 2025 & TN H TFB SIS DI IIH T DI SRBIR G|

yr

for being pruh‘(u d under
the proviso is that such
“waqf by user’ must be re-
gistered as on April 8,
2025, as registration has al
ways been mandatory as
per the statute governing
waqls since Jast 100 years,”
the Centre had said

Only those who evaded
registration to avoid belng
accountable under 3 statu-
tory regime or reveal tran-
sactions of land dealings
would be in trouble, the
government  had  main-
tained in court.
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01,2334
d) Pad 2 3R 4
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Page 08 :Essay&GS 1, 2 & 3 : Social issues, Indian Polity & Indian
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2047 a% 30 e STaR &1 iRyl 77 B URA Bt Mwien THEARR fAwr W ARk wdt 81 graifes, Tohd TR
e § Afgansft &1 AeH Had 18% 3R HRITA & a8 AT 196 A= JAshR arg afgensft & Y, yrfiert
B T SfaR U AUl a1l ot g8 81 IR ¥ H Afgen snfiie gifaqer (WEE) Yadhies o1 gIfern ala Jmee
3R o1 Rew B fef da o1 A HXb 50 T B AT B § Th 1fAd H&H U el gl

omen contribute just 18% to India’s
w GDP today, but continuing with

business-as-usual means that trillions
of dollars will be left on the table. India's
aspiration to become a $30 trillion economy by
2047 rests on a simple truth: inclusive growth
cannot happen if half its population remains
invisible in the data that drive policy and
investment. Nearly 196 million employable
women are outside the worlforce. While the
Female Labour Force Participation Rate has
improved to 41.7%, only 18% of these women are
in formal employment. The question is not just
how India creates oppartunities for women, but
how it ensures that these opportunities are
visible, measurable, and acted on across every
department of governance.

A district-level tool
The launch of the Women's Economic
Empowerment (WEE) Index by the Government
of Uttar Pradesh — the first in India - offers a
glimpse of what is possible. This district-level tool
tracks women's participation across five
economic levers: employment; education and
skilling; entrepreneurship; livelihood and
maobility, and safety and inclusive infrastructure,
Itg significance lies beyond the index. Tt signals a
shift toward embedding a gender lens in every
dataset, every department, and every decision.
India produces multiple indices on health,
economic well-being and infrastructure. Very few
disaggregate this data by gender. Without this
lens, gaps remain hidden. Without visibility,
reforms stall. And without reforms, exclusion
becomes entrenched.,

i
Pooja Sharma
Goyal

is the Founding CEQ
of The Udaiti
Foundation

'S
Vivek Knmar

Is Program Lead,
The Udaiti
Foundation

The

Government of

Uttar Pradesh’s
Women's
Economic
Empowerment
Index is a
madel that can
be replicated
ACTOSS

the country

When inequities become visible, action
follows. In Uttar Pradesh’s transport sector for
instance, data analysis of bus drivers and
conductors in the State and the low percentage of
women in this segment prompted the
department to redesign recruitment strategies
and address foundational infrastructure gaps
such as women's restrooms in bus terminals,
These changes, while modest, are catalytic, and
are unlikely to have occurred without
gender-specific insights.

The WEE Index shows how such insights can
be systematised. By mapping where women drop
off — from school to skilling, skilling to work, or
entrepreneurship to credit — it moves the
conversation beyond participation rates to
structural barriers. Consider this striking pattern:
while women dominate (more than 50%)
enrolment in Uttar Pradesh’s skilling
programmes, they represent a fraction of
registered entrepreneurs, with their access to
credit being even more mited. This highlights
not only participation gaps but also the systemic
barriers to finance and enterprise support - data
that can directly inform policy reform.

The need for data from every system

If India is serious about closing its gender gap at
scale, gender-disaggregated data must become
universal and normative. This requires
integrating gender breakdowns into every
departmental management information system —
from micro, small and medium enterprises to
transport to housing — and building the capacity
of local governments to collect and use this data
effectively to create effective gender action plans.

India’s economic ambitions need better gender data

1t also calls for moving beyond surface-level
counts to track retention, leadership, re-entry,
and quality of employment, particularly at stages
after Class 12 in school and post-graduation,
where female dropout rates surge.

Equally important is the need for a rethink on
gender budgeting. Too often, gender budgeting is
confined to finance departments or specific
women'’s welfare schemes. True gender
budgeting applies a gender lens to every rupee
spent — across education, energy, infrastructure,
and more, It is simple — you cannot budget for
what you do not measure.

Help for States moving ahead

What Uttar Pradesh has piloted is a foundation
that can be replicated and scaled. States such as
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and
Telangana have already set trillion-dollar
economic goals. To achieve them, they must
leverage their gender dividend. A robust
framework such as the WEE Index can help
States translate intent into implementation -
turning data into district-wise gender action plans
that guide budget allocations, infrastructure
priorities and programmatic reforms.

India’s gender gap is not new, but India’s
response (o it must evolve. The solution would
invalve a fundamental change in how India sees,
measures and responds to gender across every
level of povernance.

The WEE Index is not the finish line but the
starting block. It makes visible what has long
been invisible and offers a road map to move
women from the margins to the mainstream of
India’s growth story.
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Court’s nod to mental health as right

n July 2025, the Supreme
Court of India pronounced
a verdict which has been
called a constitutional
landmark. The case, Sukdeb Saha
vs The State Of Andhra Pradesh,
was anchored in the anguish of a
father who had lost his [7-year-old
daughter, a NEET candidate, in a
Visakhapatnam hostel. Dissatisfied
with what he believed was the
failure of the local police to make
a full investigation of the cause, he
demanded a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBD inquiry. His
petitions were rejected by the
Andhra Pradesh High Court,
which then saw him approach the
Supreme Court. The result was
not only an order shifting the
investigarion to the CBI but also a
much-needed acknowledgment of
mental health being an integral
part of the right to life, under
Article 21 of the Constitution.

The top court’s argument
transcended the specific case and
revolved around a crucial social
issue: India’s runaway epidemic of
student suicides. From a
criminological perspective, the
case highlights what can be
termed structural victimisation.
Student suicides are rarely framed
in these terms. Yet, systemic
neglect of mental health
combined with the exploitative
culture of coaching centres and
the indifference of schools and
universities, produce an
environment where young people
become vulnerable to harm. By
failing to provide safeguards, the
state and institutions become
complicit. When institutions
create or ignore conditions that
drive individuals to the brink, the
line between personal tragedy and
institutional culpability becomes
blurred.

The gaze of victimology, which
has long examined the dynamics
between victims and perpetrators,
can be extended to state
institutions as de facto
perpetrators. Students are not just
“victims” of internal psychological
battles. They are the victims of an
education system that treats them
shabbily. It is also about social

Shabin 0.5.

values that link self-esteem to
hierarchy and of a governance
collapse that subordinates mental
health as a secondary concern. By
recognising mental health as an
inherent right, the Court was
recognising the structural aspect
of victi ion. It recast the

15 Assi: F
Rashtriya Raksha
University,
Puducherry campus

Nabeela Siddigui

Is Assistant Professor,
Vinayaka Mission's
Law School, Vinayaka
Missions Research
Foundation -
Deemed to be
University, Chennai

The Supreme
Court's
Judgment in
‘Sukdeb Saha vs
The State OF
Andhra
Pradesh’,
acknowledges
mental health to
be an integral
part of the right
Lo life

problem not as a personal
bereavement but as a public
injustice.

Legally, the verdict fills a vital
gap. The Mental Healtheare Act
2017 already enshrines the right to
receive mental health care. But it
has not been implemented
consistently, and enforcement
mechanisms are still poor. By
entrenching mental health in the
Constitution, the Court has
established an elevated normative
benchmark. Citizens can insist on
safeguarding their psychic health
as a fundamental right, not justa
statutory right. To ensure that this
did not become mere rhetoric, the
Court ordered a package of
binding interim orders — now
referred to as the “Saha
Guidelines”. Here, schoaols,
colleges, hostels and coaching
institutes are required to
proactively develop support
systems to address the issue of
mental health. They instruct
States and Union Territories to
bring the rules into force in two
months and obligate the setting up
of district-level monitoring
comimi Until Parli
passes a full code, these guidelines
will have legislative force.

The ruling also poses significant
criminological questions regarding
state responsibility. If suicides
among students are partially an
outcome of institutional neglect,
can this form of neglect be
regarded as structural violence?
Johan Galtung's theory of
structural violence posits that
societal structures causing
systematic harm to individuals by
depriving them of basic needs are
equally blameworthy as direct
violence. By not creating a safe
environment, the state and
educational institutions indirectly
perpetuate harmful
circumstances. This pers;

clive

changes student suicides from
being viewed as “individual
failures” to a result of systemic
injustice. As a victimology case, it
is a point where hidden victims
become visible. Students,
frequently silenced by stigma or
system competitiveness, are
seldom heard as rights holders
when it comnes to mental health.
Placing psychological integrity in
Article 21 means that the Court has
opened up room for these victims
to be heard and safeguarded. It
leaves the door ajar for restorative
measures — counselling, reform in
institutions, mechanisms of
accountability that go beyond
retribution to prevention.

The way the judgment has been
received by mental health activists
and professionals highlights its
revolutionary potential. But along
with optimism there must be
caution. Powerful judicial
pronouncements cannot, by
themselves, uproot established
cultural and institutional norms.
The challenge is whether schools,
universities, and State
governments will meaningfully
apply the guidelines, invest in
resources, and train personnel to
deliver real mental health care.

Ultimately, Suldeb Saha
represents a convergence of law,
criminology and victimology. It
recognises that harm can be
produced not just by individuals
but also by institutions and
systems. It acknowledges that
students, often treated as passive
subjects of education, are rights
holders whose mental well-being
deserves constitutional protection.
And, it challenges society to
confront an uncomfortable truth -
that neglect, indifference and
structural pressures can be as
deadly as acts of direct violence.
In affirming that the right to life
must include a healthy mind, the
Court has given voice to a
generation of students who have
too often been silenced by despair.
Whether this voice translates into
meaningful change will determine
whether the judgment remains a
beacon of hope or a missed
Opportumnity.
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o W9G gRT U&h ATYS Wfgdl An g+ o faurdt aa & forg fe=m-fdwn
3. Hifsd oy ok e &
o T AT B AT fAadr & Io WaTHS IS &b =0 & dIR far a1 gl
o U P HRUISY 3R GRIMI B ard(deh R} P Y H 1T el g
o SIGH Mgt & "WRA-TED T Rigid $T YA — YUeiTd JHa U &1 & sRieR 81
4. Sargeal MR ABUH
o TR — UfaRiY § RIS = &1 3R far=f &1 3 dTar § , RN YR, Rar® 3Iurg|
o BHE P AHYBR YRP! F FY H Al a1 g, Hiepg fawgl & = & T

TP TeH

o ayI® g
o MRS W @A HfAFRTH, 2017 - i, GAH AHRTD WY @A BT YBR; ATHGAT Bl
STRTY DT JUI F SIER BHRAT (YRT 115) |
o ﬂgﬂuﬁwﬂﬂﬁmﬁ)zozo HET TR TR IR & Hisd B, b1 Ao praraa |

S Wﬁ%wmwmwmamﬁ%@ﬁ@uﬁ|m;ﬂm@%mqmm>wooo
B 3G B & |

o HICT, BREIG 3R 3 HIHT 56 IR-TR g1 arell AT & 718 a9 § |

o IEYUIASN BT FHM: 7 H ¥ 1 URAT AR Wy & e § 1ifsd §, afe ufd 1.3 arag @i )
Fad 1 TfrEd ([SUER & YR 3f@) B

o FauTf® FHior:

o TG 21 P AWR; SMoHfad! & MRABR (3NN e, 1985) F TMUHIIT (GERamT, 2017) A, 31d
RSP WY T |

o Fidze Rigidl (3g®c 41 - UHUHE WRA) 3R SIRPE fieads! @ RG @RI W)
JEARRUEY, TaEioh -3) Bl e Brar B

e

& UGB THIATHRAS AV HRATIRRA H Th URIIHR! Seard &1 UfAfid dRal § - 98 WHR &d gu fh
THRYE Hedul siiad & ISR J SAfAUST §1 I8 B STeTeaail &) JumeivTd Iue § UeT §U Iidui-ie 3-ard &
0§ iR I uRyid o g, 7 fb aa ol smafedl 1 iR off, sae! awhaar aret flexne =i & wrafaaH, dare
3fTdeT 3R e yonferal § IRepfae ulada w ARk ot afe guidt &1 @ ang o sirar 8, o g fofg sds ik
Juit ¥ TaTaca! 3R WU BI 3R TP AT Seard &) YHMd o Rifgd o= Tobdl 7, S 78 YR g gobar @
% URA & ga1 7 dad fe1eHd U ¥, dfch ARG ¥ ¥ 1 Held-Feid 36
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UPSC Mains Practice Question : Paper 4

YRYNTA IS U 681 & U H ©ldeb 81 Hebell 5| HMRIh WA TR UM 3
3Tl H, IR 3T iR B Sfeersl & Jas # 39 Sy 1 1R & B (150 TeF)
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Indian Polity/ Prelims

1Y ISR BT BT AR SISl & U&l T Aoigel & WS i1 A1e Y, IS & ued § -1gi|

1 RrdeR, 2025 & GUliH B 7 01 g9 AGFHHR SHHaRTS o & A H SR AR & Th A § T R
B! SR BEHIE gRI & TS 3T SHMG € R <1 HSSE SleR TaS B rederdr el W 3 ggfRd Sifd 3R
SfeId STl (AR Faron) Sifefaw, 1989 &t 4RT 18 & dgd T THMI W AP DI SRARR 341, Ig Hod
gU for g iffgw sferdt ofiR snfeamRmlt & forg womefira Sifa-smenfya f&wm, et ok YevEa & faaw e
Tyl e & U & BT Hal g

HHA & d

o TUHITEIAR (26
2024):

Remaedl @I

LETTER & SPIRIT
Vikram Karuma

The story so far:

a Septeciber L, the Supreme

Court quashed  bombay 1ligh

Court order that had ,wanl(ﬂ
ipatory bail to an
of caste ulmes Inthe case of Kiran vs
Ragkumar joare) kun, a Bench Jed by
lhu-l isiice of India B, K. Gavai beld that
luled Castes and

revention of

Atrocities) Act, 1989, creages & specific har
against anticipaory bail for cries made
ot prima facie. This case involves
caste-hused ascudt, abuse, and
Intimidiacion Bnkexd 10 an elecsonal
dispuate

Facts of the case

In this case, on Nevember 26, 204, &
First Tafarmaricn Report (FIR) was filed
by Kiran, a member of the Scheduled
caste cormmunicy, all that Rajkumar
Jain and others had artacked him and his
family after he refused to cast a voee as
directed in the Assembly elections
According to the complaint, the accused
attacked i with ron rods, abused bim
with his caste name, molested his mother
and aunt, looted the mangalsatra, and
threatened to burn their home with petral
bottles. The incident was witnessed by
independent witnesses. The Additonal
Sesslons jades ar Pazands rejected
anticipatory bail, noting clear casteist
fatent and cocmobontion, Howeser, the
Bombay High Court (Aurangubad Berch)
L mu\hhn deckslon, termang; the case

exchudes the spplication of Section 438 of
the Criminal Procedire Code (CHC)
{Section 482 of BNSS), which allows

and
) granted b, This
appeal before the Supreme

Section 18 of the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes (Preveniion of
Atsocities) Act, 1989, categericall

. The Purlament has
inserted this bar o protect vic from
lneimicd Uﬂll and to ensure effec
peosectn

ur.mu upuu precedents sul n
Af MP vs Ram Rrishma Bakothi
Vilas Pandurang Pawar vs State c!
Maharashtra (2012), and Pretioy Raj
Chansha ‘nion of india CAR0), the
oot reiteraned that offeaces under the
Act form u distinet class tied to systemic

Smlr

110 a caste erime accused. upholding Section 18 of the

CETTYINGES

untorchah ity sndd caste discriminstion
The bar i constitutienally valid and does
not violate Article H or 21 of the
Constitution. Courts, ch clarified
cannot conduct 2 “minitrial” at the bad
sy and are emdy required 10 examine
whether 2 prima facie case exists

In this case, the use of caste shurs, the
puablic nature of the asssult, and the
electoral motve made the offence
sqquarely fall within the ambit of the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocites) Act, 1989,
thereby ruling sat anticipatocy badl.

SC on anticipatory bail In caste crime

Supreme Court cancels anticipatory bail granted
burs pre-trial reliet, and warns courts against conducting a mini-tial at the buil stage

SCST Act; the ruling reinforces peotection for Dalit victims.

Key observations
[he Bench darified that insults and
assaalts that occur outside the
complainant's house, i & manner vishle
to others, count as acs “within public
view,” a staeutory requirement under
Section D). It lurther noted that the
attack was triggered by the complainant's
voting chokee, which atracted Secdon
3i0iod of the Act thit criminalises
coetcion of retalistion i oLNg aalnst
T imemibers, lndependent witnes
ACOOUTES, TECTRETY 0 Weapons, and
medicd evidence strergthened the
Prosecution’s cise, ny the High
Courr’s dismissal of the FIR untenable.
The court alsa ¢ d High Courts
against everstepping into evidence
appreciation i the peeartest bl stage
ltimsately, the Supreme Court
canceded the anticipatory bail, calling the
High Court’s order a “manifest ectoe and
furisictional illegality.*

The way forwird
The ruling reinforoes that the SC/ST Actis
ot a procedural formulicy but a
substantive shield to safeguand the digniry
and security of vulnerable communities.
The bar oo anticipatory bail, although
strict, is constieutonally sound hecanse it
addresses the very real et of
Intimidarion and retaliation aganst Dallt
and bl complainants.

Golayg forward, coarts niust respect thi
legiskative ntent of scerdon 18 and avoid
diluting its force by treating allegations as
exaggerated without trial, and appy the
* prinia fucie test” strictly on the face of
the FIR, withous stipping i evidentiary
analysie The judgment also recognises
that electoral retaliation against SC/ST
voters carries hrouder implicatons for
democratic participation and social
justicr:

The judyment srengthens
accounusbility under the SC/ST Act and
underseores that the rule of ki must
stand tirmly on the side of protecting the
moss mannalise

Vil Karuna is an Asstaant Profiessor
at the Schoul of Luw, Justice & Govermanc,
Gautam Buddha Unhvrsity. Graater Noide

THE GIST

Thee eert caneels anticipatary

The o emphasiss That
15 ST fespeet the bar on
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P "ASHI  ARA" FdTd §¢

. Wﬁé%ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁi% mﬁm‘@@?ﬁ/@’&@%$ ded 31 SHMd R A% T &l gl
THHt/THd Tae & dgd SR SHd R S /I 82

o ARITH P YRT 18: WY TU T YRT 438 WU (3FRH STHMA) B! 918% Bl B
o TS B RIST TSl Bl SH-4HP T A 3R YHTHT IS RETh- |

e SCERIRHR W T3 fAre:
o T Y IAST -1 IH FHT ST (1995) - YRT 18 W, TG 14/21 HT o el
o ﬁﬁmqlgwuqmq-ﬂHkuguw(zom S STHFA Dt S T3 |
o JERCHGHEAHHRAEY (2020) — 31 SHMT WR e &1 Y &1 |

@ fgia: SIeIad &1 dad UYH 541 JIHd S oiid $HRA1 ANy, S & Wk R ®is "H-gra” 781 g areu|
sc ot &1 fewforat

1. "Hrdei=e R AaRgeHdr - Hfed & TR & T18R S-SR STHH/EHw, S gkl &l fa@rs 3d §,
RT3 (1) (3R) F dIgd T g

AT FFa=Y — SORTY RT3 (1) (3) ([@AGH H SaRewd/Hfa=ie) & d8d 31l g |

1 AT - W= TTaTE, BRARI & R, SR fafden wea — gaie gyy eyt Al

T Ty B Ffe - SR B SfeRfSd A @B R Sidydr & SRR g

Awaitae fUBRT BT TVIEIT - YT Sfd/3Hgfad Sed & agrarst & Raars gArd! fger dewds
3R IS ~aTg &) HHIR BT 7 |

vk wn

TP TeH

o TIil/TEd sftifam, 1989: aferdl SR SfearRial & faars SR &Y Ad BiefagiRis s |
o RN (2018): Gt ISAGHAATE HATCHIIIIRATTRTAD TS ; HAHATHA IR HI ¥ fowar T |
o AU GRe&m I
o SIS 17 — Gl BT I |
o IATHE 15(2), 15(4), 16(4) — JREMTEH NEHT|
o TAUM Ge: TSR & 3fidg aferal 3R snfearit & faars sramar! & amdr gfs foard §; gt &
T SRR IS SITd g A1 GUTH HIC HAFTH BT Sa=gdhdl HIGPHATG |

e

T BIC BT Hhadl 59 a1d &1 IS BT § o Taell/gad Sififad te 319 oI &, 7 & ufcharates Siiuamadr| R
18 & Igd AW SHMA IR Td b JaUTHe T I 94 § 3R gfard iR snfeard difsal & amem 3 Ada & fo
TIIS g | faTadl I AU I BT G HIAT AMGY, SHAD & RO H B -d $HA I 9947 A1, 3R T8
AT 1 IR 5 e BIRIT TR X6 a1e! @t &5} TR, T SR Siadiied SeR qRid 3|
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ty : FEfiiad § @ 59 A & gatd ArTed 3 S SHHG B Sles? SEfd S/ Sy S
SfUfray Ft URT 18 B FaUfIPH FUAT I RAPIR 7@ 72

a) AL TR T S TH S SAISAT (1995)

b) AehT et §HH HRA T (1978)
¢) HRIAME HRTI §1H R I (1973)
d) FTga Rig SieR §FH YR ¥ (2018)
J3tR: a
UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: 3fGIcdl o [dRY BT & dgd HUH SHMEd BT Bael Hd 999 TH--gd S+ d d9-1 difgul fbror s
ASTHHR STGRTS S (2024) F T BIE P giferar haa & Gauf & =i B (150 Ueg)
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Indian Economy / Prelims

YR 2047 d& 30 g SioR 1 SUTTRIT & &I I U B & [T 3 aTal GDh! H AR 8 wfa=ra SiSrdt

9 BRI A BT Sf1ple @ &1 T &1 H Aify o 3 g

fa1E (2025) F T faHRT R 3R 39 A& & o1 & 3R B Ureq
T fefhlRra il @SS &t uRadIeR! YHHT R USRI
ST  fafmfor, sifemerga iR faxfia Jareh o9 &=t
7 ugd ¥ &l Heayul &md fawrs ¢ T B, USE Bl Jrashd,
FarEIR 3R Ay ufaayl & T areed & U o U fHar ST g |

fruid @Y ger ard

o™ ara® & ©9 4 Tang
o T3S &l 8% alie el gfg g & o
Heaquf ATe & Tt 7
o P IGNI A SATEH W GUR B IufIE B
2. &gy

. gﬂﬁﬁﬁ@awaﬁmwmm
|
» JEO-IHI R AR A ~ 10 9@ 9 ~ 5 91
TP Heldl PRAT B
»  YRd & U YD ga1 TaRIR Hg s BT
A erel 2 |

o fdeita Jart: S wdeH, draryst 1 gdl e
3R fddTTd Jamd |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Artificial Intelligence-led
efficiencies in industries
could be key in contribut-
ing to an annual Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)
growth rate of 8% in the
coming years, NITI Aayog
said in a report on Monday.

“Accelerating Al adop-
tion across industries to
improve productivity and
efficiency could bridge 30-
35% of the gap between the
current rate of growth and
the 8% target,” the public
policy think tank said in
the report.

Individual  industries
must leverage Al to intro-
duce efficiencies; candi-
dates that are primed for
this include pharmaceuti-
cals, manufacturing, auto-
mobiles and financial ser-
vices, it said.

“Al has reduced the cost
of producing the next mo-
lecule [for the pharma-
ceutical industry] by ap-
proximately 10 times and
crashed the time that it
takes — roughly 10 years —
by roughly 50%," Koshir
Daka, a senior partner at

‘Al-led efficiencies
can contribute to 8%
GDP growth target’

Skilling workers
whose roles are

threatened by Al is
key, NITI Aayog said
in the report

McKinsey said at the report
unveiling, adding that this
could give India an open-
ing to invent a clutch of
drugs at a global stage in
the near future.

The unveiling is among
a series of events building
up to February 2026's Al
Impact Summit, to be host-
ed by India.

“The impact that Al can
have, not just on India’s
economy but the global
economy, is so profound
and so significant that we
need to take the leadership
position in this area,” IT Se-
cretary S. Krishnan said.

Skilling workers whose
roles are threatened by Al
is key, the report said, re-
commending  “mapping
job shifts annually, embed-
ding lifelong learning into
career pathways, scaling
MSME digital upskilling,
and protecting gig and
latform workers.”




FHRIR P IR T 3AToia e ol A BT
THTUHs fSfoTed ufepienT ol sl
« 70T IR wiewid sfiiet & for JRem
4. Y4 9t Ay fRufS
o TREX 2026 B TafTs sWae Gite Fuiia &, S afiie Tans I $iR FaeR # Ag@ 31 & YR &
IS B UeRid F=ar g
o SMTSC! UfUT TH. FUM: USMTE &1 THTT 3y TR W "TexT 3R TgAYU" BRI, 3R YR B! GG B! Tad
3T TG AU

fRR 3k adar e

. QAfas:
o T3S = TR gRT U4 §fG UihaTsH &7 SIaxul (Fa, do, 3H-guR) |
o Siug-3 (AT SR davmiiep, srfcaawm),Siiey-2 (a4, fefitea gfeam & fow uRifias |
o A TN & Ugd B Usd: SR Scfereid & forg Ut UM (2018) — |t & fow wans |
o YR ®T Al SHIREH: WIe-3(7, fefTed 3fear ¥ (YR, UPI, ONDC), 3R Al - hHdd & forg
WHR HT Y|
o df® Ire: MRS R I &1 Uy, WU Tu Tars Ao W e Hfgd w1 81 URd T
qferd disd arear 8|
S ﬁw@&"rﬂ:ﬁ?ﬁ:ILOﬁW%%WW%W&hﬁ~69%W@HWﬁHW
Tl g

T3S 39T H gHtferar

¢ &1 TJuraar 3R Ugd|

T3S g1 Gl B 3= AT (GUE UIaR, e, Ferss) |
DI AR - THTS MeyHarar SR feiferan! &t Bl |

A fRiamg - Moo, gafug, Sarece|

3 Ugd - THUEUHS 3R 7o &t 3o & figs T gl

YRd & fore fAfgand

3fe: Jaareardr, AT GerT 3R afye ufaeaaferedr &1 sema

ITATRT: Tt fIRIT &1 SNfRH; DI SR REMT ST B SaIH |

Ufe: T3S A H A YRA & dfYe THTd & Holgd HRdl ¢ |

TTaRf o THUETHS fefred Sra=m, T g qRem iR &t THIaRH SR |

Ao =
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RHINDU

< =T g

T3HTS P UM YR & U 7 FHad Th ddb-ia! Sfarddr § afew U sffaumiiae | ShadeRd3de & gfg o
ol T, TR B TeH 3R HRA &I IS TS 89 & TU H RIMIT B P &1 & I1Y, FHId A1b<t A Igan,
s T3S R TR UM & UseE ® g1 afg st dRg I IUNT fHar St §, ff USTS India@2047 e bt
FHET! BT Th T WY 1 Tohdl 5, Sl SgaUT & 3aeR § gad bl g

e

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

TH: HRA | "t & fore iR Tang uga g=1 & ¥ fFafeted 3 93 e
a) SAFCIHRT 3R JHT WISt TATETT (MeitY)

b) =fdT ST

¢) YR Re1d d&

d) e eiRUEN R HaTe™

3IN: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: SAMETHRA Seiaroid ®I 3 ared aul d 8% SelUl gfg BRI &1 & HRd & a&d HI U WG a1ad g Bl
3 B gt & B T AT & HaeRT 3R TAfad W Tl $Y, 3R gEraeh ok R veE-geferd fasr
JAfEd B & e fcTd I | (150 XMeq)
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Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement reforms

rocurement policies, often designed

with transparency and cost-efficiency

i mind, have long had unintended

oconsequences for research and
development. While preventing fraud, these
Frameworks frequently kil inmovation, ong
process at & time, by prioritising procedural
compliance over scientific needs. India's recent
refiirms i its General Financial Boles (GFRO
particularly exemptions from the Govermment
e-Marketplace (GeM) portal and enhanced
financial thresholds for research and
development (R&D) procurement — are 3
welcome change.

Procurement as innovation catalyst
The g of war between procurement policies
and nnovation Is not new. Studies have shown
that public procurement, when done properfy,
can pive o push to privite-sector R&D by creating
stable demand for advanced technologies
doreaver, it has been found that targeted

procurement spending is assock i
incre, sed patent Rlings and pr

ent, forming a virtuous cyche of
innovation, However, as the Brazilian case study
In EeonSine's 2023 repart noies, generie
procurement rles mrely achiev this unles
explicitly designed to spur innovation. India’s
pre-reform framework Fell into this trap:
‘mandating GeM purchases for all sub-224(4) crore
equipment, regardless of specialisation, which
forced scientists inw a thme-conswming
exemption process for globally benchmarked
tools. Vendors on GeM often supphied materials of
poor quality, compromising research,

The Government of [ndia's policy changes in
June 2025 divectly address these issues, By
alkewing nstinional heads to bypass GeM
specialised equipment and raising direct
purchase limits from 21 lakh o 22 lakh, the
reforms acknowledge that cookie-cutter

incompatible with R&TYs bespoke
needs, Delegating approval for global venders up
to E200 crore to vice-chancellors and directors
eliminates bureancratic lag — a chronic grievance
highlighted by the Prime Minister's Economic
Advisory Council. These adjustments align with
thearies of “catalytic procurement™, where
Hexibility enables public instititions o act as

arly .Adopll_ of advanced lﬂ.[mulugn

E 1 private-secto

\e e refors stop short of a full p i
shift. While empowering Instimurional beaders,
they retain safeguards such as departme
purchase committees for higher-value
acquisitions. This could be argued as a necessary
balance. However, even the revised 12 lakh direct
purchase limit could remain inadeguae for
high-vost fields such as quantum compuring or
hintechnology. Additionally, the foous on global
tenders, while ensuring quality, could
marginalise domestic suppliers unless local R&D
systems are empowered and left free to
callaborate globally, and compete at that level

The policy's suecess will depend 1 a large
extent on imph o, Truesting i i
heads with procurement discretion sssumes high
ethical standards, which is something that will
have ta be built up, slowly, in a system that has
been historically plagued by inefficiency. As the
policy rolls vat, monitoring mechanisms will be
vital b prevent misuse while preserving agility.

GS. Paper 03 -

Goswaml

i Research Analyst
In the High-Tech
Geopolitics

il
nstitutinn, Bergakine

Hesearch and
development
can be
transformed hy
hlending these
changes with
global best
Practices in
market-shaping,
cogmitive tols
andl hyhirid
governance

How has procurement evolved globally?
Globally, nations leading in R&D cutcomes have
already veimagined procurement as something
that acts as & catalyst for inmowation ~ not just a
cost-control mechanism. India can learn from
their fences, Procurement Tave
evolved from ancient record-keeping to Artificial
Intelligence (Aly-driven strategies. India would do
well o learn from these.

Genmany's approach is a pood example of
balan cing procurement checks and RED
ambitions. Through s High-Tech Strategy, the
federal povernment mandates that public
procurement be used to promote innovative
sobutions, supported by KOINNG, whichisa
dedicated agency advising procurers, curating
supplier dutabases, and hesting cross-sector
Innovation forums, This institudonalises whin
ecomomist Mariana Mazzucato terms
“mission-oriented procurement”, where
state-purchasing power delibesitely shapes
technological markets, Similarly, the “Small
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program’ of
the United States reserves 3% of federal R&D
funds for startups, using phased procurement
contracts (o derisk early-stage technologies while
maintaining competitive tension among vendaors,
These models recognise that procuring
innovation is not about buving predefined
products but in fostering ecasystems where
suppliers compete on breakthroughs.

India’s GeM refurms partially embrace this
phillosophy by exempting spechalised research
equipment from mandatory portal use —a nod o
the fact that Indian lahs often face delays
extending to a few months when dealing with
niche instruments. However, the policy lacks
Germany's proactive market-shaping elements or
the SBIR's staged funding structure, For instance,
Inclia’s 2200 crore ghobal tender limit for
institurional heads still prioritises cost
benchmarks over technical ambition, unlike
South Korea's "pre-commercial procurement”
systent that pays premium prices for prototypes
meeting moonshot criteria,

Procurement's evolutionary arc
Procurement's 5,000-year joumey, from Egyptian
scribes fracking pyramid materials to Al
predicting supply chatn details, reflects an
evolution from contrel w creativity. The
Industrial Revolution booked at procurement as a
cost-centric lunction, but the two Workd Wars
exposed its strategle rofe In securtng scarce

TeSOUrCes.

Post-1945, this duality deepened: corporations
adopited Just-ln-Fime nventory systems while
SOVEFIMENES used procurement (o Spur sectors
such as Jusctorrs (via Nationu]
and Space Administration contracts) and
renewahles [through the European Union's green

).

Today's frontier is “cognitive procurement”,
where tools such as generative Al analyse supplier
ecosysteins, simulate scarcity scenarios, and
amtomate compliance — freeing researchers i

ve sourcing. Consider Phaers

procurement identified multipke
within a lew hours, compressing a months-long,
process e weeks,

The discussion over procurement policies
wften leads to calks tor pri tion of national

Lihs, as that would prohably open up the
procurement process, However, it would be wise
to consider that the debate over privatising

India's national labs hinges on  Bilse binary. As
the U8, ixperience shows, pri Lo is not
abrout abandoning public eversight but redefining
it. When the Department of Energy handed over
the management and operation of Sandia
National Lahoratories in 19455 1o @ privite
company, it retained mission control through
pertormance-based contracts while unlocking
private caplial for laser and marerials research
The result? A huuu increase in patent filings and
parinerships a number of small and medium
enterprises within a decade,

India’s Council of Scientific and Industrial
FResearch (CSIR) could adopt this hybrid model.
Laboratories working in stran
space tech or quantum computing might benefit
from corporate-style agility in procurement and
hiring, provided the government maint:
rnntml o safequard national interests. However,
SUCTEss requires mbist acootmtabiliy

and sorme ali with

road mups.

Procurement as a research variable

Indi's procurement reforms are necessary but
insufficient. Four systemic shifts could anchor
deeper change. The first would be
oufcome-wrighted tenders. Following nd's
example, there must be an evaluation of bids not
just on cost but also on an ndex, that weighs
various qualitative factors such as supplier R&D
investment and scalability potential.

The second would be providing sandbox
exemptions. Allow instirutions such as the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research or the Indian
Instinites of Technology to bypass GFR entirely
for some percentige of their purchases, provided
they meet annual innovation targets audited by
third parties.

‘The third intervention shoukd be
Alaugrmented sourcing, Deploy the INDLAai
BCOSYSTE 10 CTEME & Procuremen stant that
scans global catalogues, predicts customs delays,
and suggests alternative materials - reducing
decision cycles from months to hours.

And finally, go in for co-procurement alliances.
Replicate the European Union's joint
Procurement Agreement, enabling multiple
Inchian labs to agrregate demand for high-cost
ftems such s cryogenic toolers, achieving
econamies of scale

Privatisation is not a silver bullet bt a wol
among many. As this study on 1.5, labs warns,
merely transferring ownership sans
pertormance linked funding or competithe
pressure risks ervaring ineffective labs. The goal
must be creating 4 procurement contimmm
where public and private entities coexist — each
accessing shared innovatlon marketplaces but
governed by distinet risk-reward matrices.

Indias GeM reforms are 3 tentative step toward
procurement systems that value time-to-lab as
much a3 enst savings. By marrying these changes
with glubal best pra in market shaping,
cognitive wools, and hybrid governance,
nation could rransform procurement from &
research impediment e its accelerant. The lesson
fromn history is elear: dvilisations that procured
for monumenes left nuns; these that procured for
incguiry built fufures.
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(PT BATCH 2026)

Q DURATION : 7 MONTH %
g DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH) :
g BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

9 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

@ DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS

) VeNTORSHIP (PERSONALISED) ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 17,500/-
INSTALMENTS
RS 20,000/-

Register Now 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (psir) () 9999154587

0 BILINGUAL CLASSES

0 DOUBT SESSIONS
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Tl (Aadhaar Batch)

@ DURATION : 2 YEARS

@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)

Q BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S +
MAINS

G MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

g NCERT FOUNDATION

@ SEPERATE PT & MAINS QUESTION SOLVING CLASSES

Q TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 50,000/-

PAY IN 2 EASY
@ BILINGUAL CLASSES & DOUBT SESSIONS ns 55 m I
’ -

Q MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES

@ MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 0 99991 54587
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Q DURATION :1YEAR

@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
0 BOOKS - (PT + MAINS) WITH PYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

Q TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

9 DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS
ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 30,000/-

o BILINGUAL CLASSES PAY IN 2 EASY
) pousrsessions RS 35.000/-
| )

0 MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES (WEEKLY)

@ MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 099991 54587




i%

B NITIN SIR®

FS1 KNOW YOUR TEACHERS
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Follow Viorxre

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Weaebsite : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20Omg

» Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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