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Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

day after U.S. Presi-
A dent Donald
Trump hiked H-1B

visa fees to $100,000, the
White House clarified that
the fee will not be an an-
nual feature, but rather a
“one-time” payment that
will have to be made by
comparnies for fresh H-1B
visa applicants, starting
with the “next upcoming
lottery cycle”.

The announcement
eased the fears that had
triggered a surge in last-mi-
nute fight bookings to the
United States by Indian
H-1B visa holders who are
currently outside the coun-
try, after 1.5, Secretary of
Commerce Howard Lut-
nick’s earlier remarks indi-
cating that the fee
would have to be p

ery year. However, White
House Press Secretary Ka-
roline Leavitt contradicted
the Commerce Secretary’s
comments in a social me-
dia post early on Sunday.
“To be clear: this is not
an annual fee. It's a one-
time fee that applies only
to the petition. Those who
already hold H-1B visas and
are currently outside of the
country tight now will not
be charged $100,000 to re-
enter. H-B visa holders
can leave and re-enter the
country to the same extent
as they normally would:
whatever ability they have
to do that is not impacted
by yesterday's proclama-
tion,” the Press Secretary

id.,

“This applies only to
new visas, not renewals
and not current visa hol-
ders, It will first apply in
the next upcoming lotrery

Announcement eased fears among NRIs that
triggered surge in flight bookings to the U.S.

Clarity emerges

The White House issued a clarification after an initial
announcement on the H-18 wisa fee led to panic

 The $100.000 fee will be

a ‘ona-tima’ payment

# The fee applies only to

new applicants. Those

applying far renewals ar

current visa holders need

not make the paymant

® 1.5 Commerce Secretary

Howard Lutnick had initially

=aid that tha fee weould be

applied annually, leading to
march of the confusion

cycle,” she added.

Lutnick’s remarks

During the signing of the
proclamation by Mr.
Trump, Mr. Lutnick had
said, “No more will these
big tech companies train
foreign workers. They have
0 pay the government a

hundred thousand dollars
and then they have to pay
the employee. So it’s just
non-economical, If you are
going to train somebody,
you are going to train one
of the recent graduates
from one of the great un-
ivers across our land.”

He added, “A hundred

Opposition decry failure
to take a strong stand

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Opposition on Sunday
took a swipe at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for not tuking a firm stand
against the “strong-arm
tactics™ of the ULS. and
instead adopting an

“escapist approach™ by
giving “vagle sermons”
about self-reliance. They
targeted the PM over U.S.
President Trump's move
to impose a fee of
$100,000 for H-1B visas.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGES

thousand dollars a year for
H-1B visas and all of the big
companies are onboard.”

Rush for tickets

In its first response on Sep-
tember 20, the Ministry of
External Affairs had cau-
tioned that  the order
would have “humanitarian

consequences” due to fa-
mily disruptions.

Soon after the procla-
miation by Mr. Trump, sev-
eral corporate giants, in-
cluding Microsoft,
JPMorgan and Amazon, in-
structed their H-IB visa
holding  employees  who
were outside the U.S. to re-

One-time H-1B fee for new applicants: U.S.

Only fresh H-1B visa applicants will have to pay
starting with the ‘next upcoming lottery cycle’

Lutnick had stated that no more would these
giant tech companies train foreign workers

tum before midnight on
Saturday, telling others o
remain in the U.S,

Mr. Lutnick’s remarks
created a rush among H-1B
visa holders for last minute
purchases of air tickets.

The Hindu reported on
Sunday that travel agents
observed a surge in last-mi-
nute flight bookings to the
1.5, on Saturday as H-1B vi-
sa holders attempted (o
reach their work stations in
the U.S. ahead of the Sep-
tember 20-21  midnight
deadline when the procla-
mation came into effect,

Officials also observed
the spike in last-minute
flight bookings, following
which the Indian govern-
ment instructed its mis-
sions and embassies across
the world to provide “all
possible help” to Indians
trying to return to the U.S,
before the deadline.
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IAF’s Iegendary workhorse MiG-21 to fly into
sunset on Sept. 26 after six decades of service

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force will
officially retire its legen-
dary MiG-21 fighter jets on
September 26, marking the
end of nearly six decades
of service for the aircraft
widely hailed as the “work-
horse” of India’s air
defence.

A ceremonial flypast
and decommissioning
event will be held at the
IAF base in Chandigarh
and will be attended by se-
nior military leaders and
veteran pilots who have
flown the jet across

wifaw ggyfar

o TRUL: 1963; UZAT WHIgH = 28

o 1999

Glorious stint: Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh flew the aircraft recently
ahead of its official retirement. FILEPHOTO

personic fighter, with its
maiden squadron — the 28
Squadron at Chandigarh —

generations.
Inducted in 1963, the
MiG-21 was India’s first su-

WIS dSNg — "UYH

o @I YRA 7 700 | 3ifrep 1 -21 ([ft Teeprr, s wauue gRT FAfHfq) wnfira feuy
o IS 3R Am:

o 1965 3R 1971 & URA-UIH JG—H Mufas yfiyer A

earning the nickname
‘First Supersonics’. Over
the years, India inducted
more than 700 MiG-2Ls of
different variants, many
built domestically by the
Hindustan  Aeronautics
Limited.

The aircraft was the
backbone of the IAF till the
mid-2000s, playing crucial
roles in the 1965 and 1971
wars, the 1999 Kargil con-
flict, the 2019 Balakot air
strikes, and most recently
Operation Sindoor. It was
in a MiG-21 that Group Cap-
tain Abhinandan Vartha-
man (then Wing Comman-
der) shot down a Pakistani

F-16 in 2019 before being
captured across the bor-
der. Besides combat suc-
cesses, the MiG-21 also
boosted India’s acrospace
industry, pushing indige-
nous manufacturing and
technological capabilities
to new levels.

The IAF, in a post on X,
described the MiG-21 as a
“warhorse that carried the
pride of a nation into the
skies” and released a tri-
bute video showcasing its
storied history.

As the MiG-21 squadrons
are phased out, the IAF’s
combat strength will dip to
29 squadrons.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy: firT-21 & IR A Fufafad sy w foar e

1. g8 YRR arg Y1 gRT A fobam 71 Ugar YuREI-d BrgeR Sic ol

2. fBR1-21 &1 UB N WHTS ST B YT T 3R T " JURUIGRT" &gl ST T |
3. JU $P M IEHF F 2019 TTADIC BITE HSU P QR [R1-21 IS
Sydad FY A | HIH-71/A T /22

(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) $ad 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

d) 1,28k 3

3 (c)
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"We fear big industries; outsiders will occupy our land

The ongoing protest in Ladakh is for Statehood, Sixth Schedule safeguards, Lok Sabha seats for Leh, Kargil, filling of job vacancies, says president of

Ladakh Buddhist Association and co-convener of Leh Apex Body: he says their primary complaint is that talks are not taking place on a regular basis

INTERVIEW

Cherring
Dorjay Lakruk

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

limate activist So-
nam Wangchuk
and other residents

of Ladakh are on a hunger
strike to demand constitu-
tional safeguards for the
region hordering China
that was converted into a
Union Territory in 2019, A
high-powered committee

(HPC) led by Minister of

State for Home Nityanand
Rai was constituted in Ja-
nuary 2023 to address the
concerns of people in La-
dakh. The committee was
reconstituted in November
2023, but the talks broke
down in March 2024, The

discussions  resumed on
December 3, 2024, and the
last round was held on May
27. Cherring Dorjay Lak-
ruk, the president of the
powerful Ladakh Buddhist
Association and co-con-
vener of the Leh Apex Bo-
dy, which is part of the
HPC, speaks about their
protest.

Why are you protesting
again?

This is essentially for our
four demands [inclusion in
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution (tribal status),
Statehood, separate Lok
Sabha seats for Leh and
Kargil districts, and filling
of existing government va-
cancies). The Home Minis-
try has suspended the
talks, and it is being done
to resume the process.

How long will it go on?

Mr. Wangchuk has de-
clared that the protest and
the hunger strike will go on
for 35 days, However, this
could be extended.

How many meetings did
you have with the Home
Ministry so far?

For the past four or five
years, we have had many
rounds of talks, but those
have been irregular. Last
year, Sonam Wangchuk
had to march from Leh to
Delhi and sit on a hunger
strike, only then the talks

resumed. Our primary
complaint is that the talks
are not taking place on a
regular basis.

In May, President
Droupadi Murmu
notified four
regulations for Ladakh,
defining new policies on
reservation, languages,
domiciles, and
composition of hill
councils. Didn’t these
incorporate your
demands?

No, talks have taken place
pertaining to our two ma-
jor demands - Statehood
and Sixth Schedule.

When Ladakh became a
Union Territory, there
were celebrations in
Leh by the BJP. You have
been associated with it.

1 was in BJP then, but did

not celebrate. Our main
demand then was U.T. with
legislature.

Has the Home Ministry
ever assured Statehood
in the talks so far?

They said they will discuss,
but the pravision for State-
hood is there in the Consti-
tution.

What are the changes
vou expect if Statehood
is granted?

Our main concern is land.
This is a lot of barren land
here. Safeguarding land is
our priority. Jobs and cul-
ture can be protected by
the Sixth Schedule.

What is the fear around
land?

We fear big industries and
hotels will come here and

outsiders will occupy our
land. Here, hotels are run
by family businesses; we
do not have 400-500 room
hotels here. Outsiders will
take away our businesses.

What kind of protection
you had when you were
part of J&K?

Our land was 100% pro-
tected then. No outsiders
could apply for jobs. Be-
cause of Article 370, out-
siders could not buy land.
Now they can,

What will be your next
move?

The Ministry has sent us
feelers for talks. It wants us
to end the fast, but we can-
not call off the strike. If the
talks go in the right direc-
tion, we can consider. We
won't suspend the hunger
strike.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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(a) HId 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

(0 Had 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

IR TSﬂ)
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o

o

H-1B, maybe
Indias tech workers must reduce their
reliance on US. jobs

resident Donald Trump's decision to
l’ charge new applicants for the HAB highly

skilled non-immigrant visa $100,000,
nearly six times the current fee, has caused wi-
despread consternation that not only might the
lives of tens of thousands of potential visa appli-
cants in the tech space be impacted, leading to
“humanitarian consequences” for families, as
mentioned by India’s Ministry of External Affairs,
but there will also be widespread disruption
among miajor tech companies in the 1.5, that rely
on hiring skilled workers under this visa. While
the number of visas issued in this category has
been capped at 85,000 per year since 2004, and
allocations are decided through a lottery, reports
based on 1.5, Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices data suggest that applications for the up-
coming fiscal year have dropped to a four-year
low of nearly 3,59,000. Indian nationals typically
account for 71% of these visas, yet data also sug-
gest that close to 60% of these visa recipients
earn less than $100,000, which, over the longer
term, implies that their employers may find it
harder to justify hiring such specialised workers
from abroad. The External Affairs Ministry's res-
ponse to the White House action included a reit-
eration of the fact that “Skilled talent mobility
and exchanges have contributed enormously 1o
technology development, innovation, economic
growth, competitiveness and wealth creation in
the U.S. and India”, yet there is limited scope for
South Block to apply pressure, diplomatic or pol-
irical, to get the policy reversed.

However, the fallout for Indian citizens can be
contained if there is a proactive approach by the
Government to bolster India’s infrastructure and
undertake necessary reforms to improve the
prospects for the Indian tech industry to make
even greater strides than it has done so far. This
might be achieved by capitalising on opportuni-
ties to develop new capabilities in the Artificial
Intelligence space and exploring new markets
across Asia, including China and Russia, and in
parts of Europe, where the transatlantic conta-
gion of nativist protectionism has not yet found
willing takers. While the Trump order is set to ex-
pire within a year, there is no guarantee that it
would not be extended, making it all the more
pertinent for policymakers in India to evolve a
long-term plan to reduce reliance of Indian tech
workers on the shrinking pool of job epportuni-
tiesin the U.5. economy. As India and other coun-
tries adjust to this new reality of the hostility of
the Trump White House to welcoming future in-
novators, job-creators, and tax-payers to their
shores, it is the U.S. rather than other nations that
will suffer a shortage of scientific and engineering
prowess to fuel economic progress.

TREUTATGITATHI IR
o SMR® BeH qaardl, TevErd! e fifaadl #Y gxifar 8, i

I T 241 F G SHie &b Rigidl b TUTHIRETR |
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o YR & oW TR dae-te! TRfRATAS @ (Tang, HicH HwfT, WEgeR JRE) S &1 Sa¥R |
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2. w%ﬁw:ng%wﬁﬁwﬁ%ﬁmqsﬂé,ﬁwmﬁ,m,m%ﬁmﬁ@aﬂﬁ
By |

3. Ww@ﬁ:&mﬁmﬁﬁm&ﬂﬂuﬁmnﬁmm@aﬁm (ST & forg, TR 9, SaH,
Sffefera & )|

4. yardt YRR T A9 ISTY: A= & URA Td & ah-1d! Ad1sl DI YR & TR TifRAfas! a3 &
a1 w5 & fore dienfga &3

e

SARDT AT Yo H Jfex 307 H USRI & T TH I & Aiddt IR W YR Ft Iafs FRar &
SfEaH F I@ifrd Bl 81 Saih ARST & od T § UfaHT Bt HHI BT JIHAT BT US Jhdl §, HRd P forg
TGHTA G U a1t UG Y fipe A sqafRyd H=1 8| SoRI & fafaedr e, TR TaER &1 Jerdl <o
3R Ay TSR} B TEraT SHR, URA 3 A Bl Th AR H 95d Jabal § - SMR®! de R kel & &7
ISP IR e B MAIFHT 3R IR & A4S Fg F wu F It 3= Joar 8|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TY: T- 14 dio & weo °, Fafafea vy=i «? AR w3
1. 98 T TR-SATIATRN IS & S SRe! dufal o faxiv sgawm & fac=ht sfie! &f fged w1 31 SAfd a8
2. 2004 ¥ TF-1&ft o & forg arfifes i 85,000 T @t 7S B
3. T9- 18t UTeadhdisft § YR ANTRD| 1 G 25 Ufaid ¥ off 9 &
ST YA A A PI-91/3 T 8/?
(a) P 1
(b) Hadt 1 3R 2
(0) $ad 2 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3
I: (b)
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CLASSES

PSIR
'MENTORSHIP BY-NITINKUMAR IR

Q COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE (4-5 MONTHS)
@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 hrs. (ONLINE CLASS)

g 350+ HRS . MAXIMUM: 40 STUDENTS PER BATCH.

g PERIODIC DOUBT SESSION & CLASS TEST

0 16 SECTIONAL TEST (4 FROM EACH SECTION)

o 4 FULL LENGTH TEST ONE TIME PAYMENT

@ CHAPTERWISE PYQS DISCUSSION ns 251000"

PAY IN 2 EASY
Q CHAPTERWISE COMPILATION OF QUOTATION INSTALMENTS

0 DAILY ANSWER WRITING ns 30,000"

www.nitinsirclasses.com 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) °99991 54587
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DURATION : 7 MONTH

DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S
MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY
TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS

MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED) ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 17,300/-
INSTALMENTS
RS 20,000/-

BILINGUAL CLASSES

DOUBT SESSIONS

Register NOW ¢ https://tme/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) €® 99991 54587
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Q DURATION : 1 YEAR
@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
0 BOOKS - (PT + MAINS) WITH PYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

Q TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

9 DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS
ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 30,000/-

o BILINGUAL CLASSES PAY IN 2 EASY
) pousrsessions RS 35.000/-
| )

0 MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES (WEEKLY)

@ MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 099991 54587




A, THE:#&® HINDU ya
po—
éﬁ'@ﬁ ST fasooT

HTEITZ (Aadhaar Batch)

DURATION : 2 YEARS

‘ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)

. BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S +
MAINS

. MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

. NCERT FOUNDATION

SEPERATE PT & MAINS QUESTION SOLVING CLASSES

@ TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION ONE TIME PAYMENT

ns anuwl'
INSTALMENTS "
RS 55,000/-
@ MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES

\ Register NOW ¢ https://tme/NITIN KuMAR (PsiR) () 99991 54587

9 MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

BILINGUAL CLASSES & DOUBT SESSIONS




B NITIN SIRE

Nitin sir classes

kuow your daily

CLASSES

TIME TABLE FOR DAILY CLASSES

e 07:30 PM - THE HINDU
ANALYSIS

e 09:00 PM - Daily Q & A
Session (PT + Mains)

SUBSCRIBE 0

Q HTTPS://T.ME/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR)
WWW.NITINSIRCLASSES.COM . . . . . ..




U THE &% HINDU /

a
o) KNOW YOUR TEACHERS

INIYIN SIR

Nitin sir Classes
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f@ http://instagram.com/k.nitinca
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Follow Wliorxre

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Weaebsite : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20mg

» Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI



https://nitinsirclasses.com/
mailto:k.nitinca@gmail.com
https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses8314?si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf
https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw
https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi2Omg
https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJl

