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Page 01 : GS 2& 3 : International Relations& Environment / Prelims

YR SIS & SoH (FdaR 2025) H COP30 H $UAT 3 P TR W Fuid IR1aM (NDC) TRgd o3 &t dard
PITET e | o IR qusNd (2015) & ded <X1-fARY waary $Rars a6y €, s 32 aed arfeT &)
Ud-3iefie wWRi ¥ 2 f&h af)m @Rmmea: 1.5 &l IR F = diftg s 8 | yRa gR1 8o St
T&IeT A&ET DY TG BT YU B, SN b AT 3R FHoif YR B el b Uferd bR gU Had fabr & forg
TS Hoigd UidaGdl &1 Govd Gl 8|

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India will submit its updat-
ed Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs)
around the commence-
ment of the UN Climate
Change Conference COP30
in Brazil on November 10,
likely with an increased
target for energy efficiency
improvement, sources in
the Environment Ministry
indicated to The Hindu.
The NDCs are renewa-
ble-energy adoption goals
set by a country as part of
being a signatory to the Pa-
ris Agreement - under
which countries must reg-
ulate their fossil fuel con-
sumption to keep the globe
from heating 2 degrees Cel-
sius , and as far as possible,
1.5 degrees Celsius above

that in  pre-industrial
times.
As part of this, countries

are required to update
their NDCs every five
ears, India last updated its

Rifae g

NDCs in 2022, when it
committed to reduce the
emissions intensity of its
GDP by 45% of 2005 levels;
source half of its electric
power capacity from non-
fossil fuel sources; and
create a carbon sink of at
least two billion tonnes by
2030,

Emissions intensity of
the GDP refers to the
amount of carbon emitted
per unit of GDP and does
not mean a reduction in
net emissions. As of De-
cember 2023, India report-
ed to the United Nations
climate-governing  body
that the emissions intensi-
ty of its GDP had been re-
duced by 33% between
2005 and 2019, This June,
India reported installing at
least 50% of its power ca-
pacity from non-fossil fuel
sOurces,

Planet getting warmer

The NDCs are of particular
significance this year be-
cause DBrazl, which as-

1. R |HEaT 3R NDC
o COP21 (2015)ﬁWﬁWW@WW&H§Tﬂ@I
o SR BIEY 5 IIA | TS STHT B 3R HUST B Bl HTaIhdl gl 8
o XA (SoA H Heldl), 3FHad SR Saarg fad R &9 digd S|

2. YRd P gaHT NDC (2022 H 3e[d=):

o 45 TP YHd X 3G DI IS dlgdl BI2005 P TR U 2030% T HH BT

Clean energy: india has committed to source half of its electric
power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030, ReuTeRs

sumes the COP presidency
in Belém, has stressed that
a major effort this year will
be to assess what hindered
countries from achieving
their stated NDCs.

Al commitments by
countries, even if achieved
perfectly, cannot stop the
globe from heating to an
average of 3 degrees Celsi-
us by the century - well
short of the Paris Agree-
ment goals.

Overall, the ambition to

undertake significant emis-
sion cuts seems muted.

EU climate target looms
The European Union has
yet to announce a 2035 tar-
get, though it has a long-
term goal to be “net zero™
by 2050.

The EU commission this
July had proposed an
amendment to the EU cli-
mate law enabling a 90%
cut in emissions compared
to 1990 by 2040.

Though they were to
vote on a target for 2035
last week, France and Ger-
many weighed in to post-
pone a vote on the matter.

The EU is expected to
submit its NDCs ahead of
COP30 with an indicative
2035 target in a range from
66.25% to 72.5%, com-
pared with the 1990 levels.
Australia this month up-
dated its NDCs to say that it
“aimed” to cut emissions
to 62%-70% of 2005 levels
by 2035.

The United States has
exited the Paris Agreement
and it remains to be seen if
China will announce ambi-
fious NDCs ahead of
COP30.

Major reductions, sourc-
es in the Environment Mi-
nistry suggest, would likely
result from bilateral agree-
ments between countries
where developed and de-
veloping countries jointly
invested in clean energy
projects and shared the re-
sulting cut in emissions, as

o 2030 TP MR-SHtarxd FU Al 4 50% fIgga SHett & U H1
o TNERUI P HIHH ¥ 2.5-3 faferam o7 &1 w1 R w910
3. PIAY A% (Nfer):

o I AFdT = THd IR IATE BT Ufd BT CO, Iaqoi (Yuf Iqo dwerdt g |

o PIET E = o, e, HERWRI gRT H1e BT SR |

India may increase energy efficiency target for COP30

computed by an approved
methodology, as carbon
credits.

Indian initiatives

India has recently signed
such an agreement called a
JCM (Joint Crediting Me-
chanism) with Japan and is
in talks with other coun-
tries. However it will be a
few years before such pro-
jects practically kick in.

“Developed  countries
are not willing to part with
the necessary finance to
make good on ambitious
goals and developing coun-
tries require fossil fuels for
their development,” an En-
vironment Ministry official
added.

India is also expected to
operationalise the India
Carbon Market by 2026 -
under which 13 major sec-
tors will be given mandato-
ry emission-intensity tar-
gets — and can trade their
resulting savings, if any, via
emission reduction certifi-
cates,
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FIFT Ploc =

o  HRd B! WIfa:

o

IS i digdl H 33% I HH (2005-2019) |

o TR-oitard $e A TG >50% faorelt &am (S 2024) |
. Nocfrarﬂf?;l?rwah (2025):

o

@)

ol G&fdl UR ST+ ST T
YR HIeT STOIR HT FAGR (2026): AR oo qedt & 1 13 87, FoolT 8 w7 yamy 7 &
mregH @ IR )7

ST & 1Y gad BT 0 (GRiTeH) & Areaw o fguehta wgahT ; s UeR & gEEihal R faeR-
ot fpar S XET B |

o dfye ulteza:
o YRIUIT HY: 2040 TF 90% I FHeld! (1990 SHTS) HT UG, 2035 & &g &1 3+t sifaw =u

@)
@)
@)

@)
@)

e

fean S STt B
SATEferdT: 2035 A% IS B 62-70% (2005 SHATZ) B Held! A PI 3fIdH A& |
SMR®T: T & dgd URY THNT I 91eR 8 T, Hiaw &1 v sifAfda

;ﬂq:nsc—olm'&ﬁm:cﬁ?ﬁu?@rﬁra{lﬁmﬁwqﬁ%l

ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ?@wmomﬁwmmaam&ﬁfﬁ%l
é‘?&ﬂyqﬂm SlarairsoiorT famra=ita 3xr (HRd gfga) 3t ot faerg & forw gy se7 R Ak
|

COP30 T 3T+ il G&fdl 9T Bl FeT &1 URd &1 fvfa [Gmmares fgdl &t e obidﬁqviﬂdlg Aqd & ufd
IGF Tfpy TR ) <Ml 21 TS, TeaTdhiel wedt &) U B Ay Starary fw, Wenfe gwiaRr ok
YU HTe Rl W AR R Bl gﬁmaﬁﬂﬁaw@ﬁﬁw@m%%wﬁ%ﬁ ICEARGREIN
faero=fia S = &) HEaTmien dgT TRy iR Fwrer iR R & & Areaw ¥ YgalT AT 1Tl

YRd &1 97l 53t Afw glaen #) g=ifar 8 Saarg dee &1 aaba JH1UH $HRd gU faem ok e & st gffdd
A
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1. 2050 A% G- SoToi UTed FH3A1 Gt veft & e St U 9 Sregart g |

2. 3% T8, a1 PI B U Al H U AP TR R YR e (NDC) STHI 3 3R 3UST BRA B SHTaRghall
gl 81

3. 3HT Wi Aed gd-Sefiies WRl &1 gaT 8 Taed arfT o 2 fSi Sfcas 9 =i Siftrd a1 8, Sifmma: 1.5
Ut A a@ |

SWRIF # | S AT Y FE 82
a) $ad 1 3IR 2

b) Pad 2 3R 3

) Pad 1 3R 3

d)1,2 3R 3

3R : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

aﬁmaﬂ?ﬁ%l copsoﬁm%wmﬁaaﬁngﬁa&ma&u‘r%mmﬁaﬁaﬁl (250 Tq)
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Page 04 : GS 3 : Disaster Management / Prelims

Fg WHR TGSt 3R 3AMUSr-gau &=t # IoHr & Fafor § ugd gaq e & siffard &= & fow 7w
fean iy w1 ®A FY AT 9T W@ |1 T8 HeH foHrd U 3R IIRES | ISF ¢g1 &l aR-aR "l &
1T T §, 9igt 91ed Wed oIk 91¢ 3 PRAR-FAT ISRt (@A -21) R o= IS & et B
&faURd R &1 5| Wi Suarehi & fRAdTs ISR & Holgd ST SATUGT Teerd, oM P R 3R

Tad faer™ & e ggayf 21
Wfae dgH
1. ST A BT WE:

o YRA & YSP Acdd BT Had ~2%
B & J1a9G ~40% HSH AR bl
o S|

o 3 fawN, Fafdefad], suer vgd
@?W%WW%

2. UgTSI saT®! | gHifaar:

o AN YAFH, YHu Tafafd, SR

?ﬁaaﬁﬁm@mmuﬁm

o af?zmaaﬁ, YRITH, Held 3R Tt
& fHIR BT

o Sddrg uRadd SR WA HH &I
m&ﬁ%wﬁ@wwm%

goaE e

Centre to issue new norms
to curb highway collapse
in disaster-prone areas

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
“cognisant” of concerns af-
ter sections of highways
were washed away follow-
ing cloudbursts and floods
in parts of Himachal Pra-
desh and Uttarakhand,
and will frame new guide-
lines to focus on “slope sta-
bilisation” to curb road col-
lapse  during natural
disasters, a senior official
of the Road Transport and
Highways Ministry said.

“We will be issuing new
guidelines mandating
slope stabilisation prior to
road construction, rather
than as a post-construction
measure, in hilly regions.
Additionally, we will revise
concessionaire agreements
to incorporate these re-
quirements for all future
projects,” V. Umashankar,
Secretary, Road Transport
and Highways Ministry,
told The Hindu.

The official said that fol-
lowing the recent incidents
of road collapses, includ-

Damage to National Highways was mostly observed in sections
constructed along riverbanks, says Transport Ministry official. pri

ing the 15 damaged sites methods include building
along National Highway-21  retaining walls, soil nails,
(Kiratpur-Manali High-  anchors, shotcrete. drain-
way), it was observed that  age systems, vegetation
the locations which under-  planting, and adjusting
went slope stabilisation  slope shape to improve
measures withstood the  stability.

impact of cloudbursts and The official said damage
floods. Slope stabilisation  to National Highways was
is an engineering process  mostly observed in sec-
of strengthening an unsta-  tions constructed along ri-
ble slope to prevent land-  verbanks, exacerbated by
slides and erosion. It in- rising river levels. The
volves techniques that damage was observed on
increase a slope’s safety by the “valley side”, or the
controlling soil or rock  side of the road that slopes
movement, managing wa-  down towards the river
ter drainage, and reinforc-  flowing through the valley
ing the ground. Common  below, he added.
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. g@ fAvfa: fa-

o TsH fAuur ¥ ugd e RS sifvrard far s anfee, 7 f efd 8 & sre
ﬁuzrcljﬁrq‘rm &=t 7 widsy &Y gaft wrommt ufvatsrnsit & fore Raradurs! HRRY & Tnferd w=A

) o éam@@maﬁrwmaﬁ?mmﬁﬁﬁwmw@mmaawl

o &l & 9gd WR & HRU Tl & fHR urdl & fewai & 999 MR JHam|
e TYYIq:

o 3R T gy ® Sriféra sl

o %nma"rwq‘rfr |, TR ARl SR OTe gars & fore JqRem Sgr ¢

o 3 SETag- T Ui & % RIT T Ui U § ST o ST 2

e, oY Aot

oA RREIRU I8 AT UGSl 9 61 967 bl g

o femTerdt amikfRufae oFf & Yy siftrgor sik uiifufae fRama|
AR R 3R Teare ot azgedi|

U4 Idra-t 3R daRt & for et weres siftraTival & 9y g9y |

e

RTTART GRASHIST & ea RS0 & $ifHard # &1 HeH STadd-adidl g ardl dioT & 3R ggard ot
i 31 gIaif a8 URMYE AN §61 Ihdl §, R&T, 0 e Jeam iR Ul 3t durt & aa |
Srdw1ire Aty Wdf 9 e g1 YR & T, et US& Aead riawt o oiia ¥a1 8, Siadrg ufvad & fRufa
¥ wrft gl e ¥ e o T w7 & e yataroiiy waea=iaar & ary eifafar gt
TPIHd BT AT & |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
UY: G AT H gar (RS0 & HaH 4, fFufafad sy w faar Sif:
1. 8 U (afur & o1 1 nfafafy 8 S IS &fd 81 & a1e & & & o 8
2. 390 gt a1 ggM o1 1, o/ RerRi 3R sl & gediaxur &1 Fafa s i 8|
3. Rmrerdt ot & At & Rl R 99 ot WSl # sar fRRiwRur faviy 9 ¥ Hgayuf 8|
SWRITd | | HIH-91/9 I8l 3/372
(a) P 1
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(b) Had 2 3R 3
(c) Had 1 3R 2
d) 1,29k 3
JTR: (b)
UPSC Mains Practice Question

Cal gt 1 TR S ®< | Sadg-adidl 98d §-aTal el gHigd
W%Wsﬁﬁu&n@?:ﬁmmmwﬁl (150 TT<T)

Page 06 : GS 1 : Social Issues/ Prelims

713 TP fhed [REPR WARIE (2023) A AfGdAT-bisd HUTeH, TS Tl SR Tl o1 fafa s 4
WW&GMWWWM|WW@ q fewrer sifiFar Meaara &1 e aed
Tledh WW@EWW%WW%WﬁW%WﬁWWIW@
Wﬁ%ﬁﬁ%eﬁ%uﬁlﬁfﬁamm frar SR fqua, dfftes TumaT SR ga1 Jag-=iadt & el &t
Hafa B arelt el & wiearfea fosan|

President lauds women-centric films

At Nadonal Film Awards ceremony, Murmu notes recognition of films focusing on women; she calls for adequate representation of women on the
jury panels, says films should spread social awareness; receiving Dadasaheb Phalke Award, actor Mohanlal says cinema is the “heartheat of his soul

The Hindu Bureau The best male actor in a
NEW DELHI supporting role award was
shared by Vijavaraghavan

resident Droupadi for Pookkaalam (Malaya
PMuxmu on Tues- lam) and Muthupettai So-
day presented the mu Bhaskar for Parking
prestigious Dadasaheb (Tamil). Urvashi won the

Phalke Award for 2023 to
actor Mohanlal and gave
away awards to the other
winners at the 71st Nation-
al Film Awards ceremony.

“Cinema is the heart-
beat of my soul. Jai Hind"
Mohanlal said after receiv
ing the country’s highest
cinema honour.

Congratulating all the
winners, Ms. Murmu spoke
ahout Mohanlal’s pheno-
menal contributions, stat
ing that the accomplished
actor  effortlessly  por
trayed emotions ranging
from the most gentle o the
most intense,

She noted that good

award for the best female
actor in a supporting role
for Ullozhukku (Malaya-
Jam) along with Janki Bodi-
wala for Vash (Guiarati),

The best child artiste
award went to Sukriti Veni
Bandreddi  for  Gandin
Tatha Chettu (Telugu), Ka
bir Khandare for Gypsy
(Marathi), and Treesha
Thosar, Shrinivas Pokale
and Bhargav Jagtap for
Naal 2

The awards for music di-
rection went 10 GV. Pra-
kash Kumar in Vaarhi (Ta
mil) and Harshavardhan
Rameshwar in  Animal
(Hindi); and for lyrics to

aneb Phalke Award to

& actor award to Shah Rukh Khan for
5t female actor award to Rani Muks 2

5 NOTWDY. SLESHIL KUMAR VEAMA

and Vikrant Massey for 22th Fall; and be:

hlms focusing on women
were being made and re-
cognised. “We all see thar
women, at some level,
struggle with patriarchy
and prejudiced attitudes.
Today, the award-winning
films include stories of
mothers shaping the moral
character of their children,
women uniting 1o chal
lenge social norms..., the
storles of courageous wo.
men who raise thelr voices
against patriarchal struc-
tures” she said, praising
such filmmakers.

The President saxd there
should be adequate repre-
sentation of women on the
central and regional panels
of the jury.

Underscoring the im-
portance of cinema in
spreading awareness of,
and sensitivity to, social is-
sues, particularly among
the youth, Ms, Murmu said
cinema should not only be
popular but also serve a
larger public interest. The
President  commended
everyone involved in the
award ceremony for en-

couraging films that focus
on children, especially
girls. Six child actors won
awards this year,

Notable awards
The best male actor award
went to Shah Rukh Khan
for Jawan and Vikrant Mas-
sey lor 12th Fail, which was
also declared the best fen
ture film. Rani Mukerji got
the best female actor
award for her role in Mrs,
Chatterjee vs Norway. The
best direction award was
hagged by Sudipto Sen for

The Kerala Story (Hindi),
which also won in the best
cinematography (Prasanta
nu Mohapatra) category.
PV.N.S. Rohit and Shilpa
Rao were adjudged the
best male and female sin-
gers for the song Premis-
thunna in Baby (Telugu),
vhich also won for the best
screenplay (Sai Rijesh Nee
lam) along with Parking
(Tamib) and Chaleya In Ja
warn (Hindi). The best de-
but film award went to
Ashish Bende for Aafma-
pamphilet  (Marathi), and

the best popular film pro-
viding wholesome enter-
tainment to Karan Johar-di
rectorial Rocky Aur Rani Kit
Prem  Kahaani. Meghna
Gulzar's Sam Bahadur was
the best feature film pro-
maoting national, social,
and environmental values.

Sudhakar Reddy Yak-
kanti-directed Naal 2 (Ma-
rathi) was adjudged the
best children’s film and Ha-
nu-Man (Teluguw) the best
film in the animation, vi-
sual effects, gaming and
COMIC Category.

Karsarla Shyam for the
song Ooru Palletury in Ba-
lagam (Telugu).

Deepak IKingrani won
the award for the best dia
Jogue writer for the Hindi
film Sirf Ek Bandaa Kaafi
Hai. Rongatapni 1982 (Assa-
mese), Deep Fridge (Benga-
1), Parking (Tamil), Kan-
devlu (Kannada), Shamchi
Aai - (Marathi), Puskara
(Odia), Godday Godday
Chaa (Punjabi), and Bhaga-
vanth Kesari (Telugu) won
in the language flm cate-
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Rifae dge

fre RWHR
T@: 19541?rwrﬁm I 3R YR T & dgd fired quRIe ey gri u=nfa §1
o IR HaATHSD A, TRPIIH A& 3R YRS €U J URIFG FHeHi he- &I Wedted

AT
o A H BRR e, IR-BIR fhed 3R RAAT R o= Wi g1
2. CIGT 9Tgd BTed REPN:
o 1969 ® RYIfE, R=HT & YRd &1 Hard I |
o HRAG RAHTH 3rofigd TRTeH &Y AT <t

gau wed (71 § RIPR gearseN)

o UYE faoiar:
qTe] UTed Bled JRIHR: HigHdrd |
I A TFeR: WMEH@ WM (S1ar), fassia At (127 ) |
Jay Afgam sifAar: I gl (RS gesif a3 Aid)
a8 HaR e 12d Bl
T2y AT gela! ¥ (€ HRa ©RY) |
I UTYeR fpeTe! R I &1 09 Hemt |
IS el BT SgIaT & arelt Ha9y fhe -4 SRTge
¥ faegH fhera 2.
o Hfgar-Fisa A=
o [ 1 SATHR ¢ arell Ararsf &1 = arell e &1 R, fUqem & fears tege afgansi
Tt Afear smare ®i gt areft fved |
o R & s=t ok ofgenmslf &t Yfiwrsit & tienfed Hrd gU asfeal uftd 88 a1a areR) &t
T o
o rpufa $t feuuft:
o S Ua ® nfgarstt & yafw ufafAfia @1 smgra fami
o MY THRSH & WrY-T1Y YTHTRIS HeI IR TRRS®dl aT &1 3TUE fa|
o TifIe =R 3R THFAT & Ufd garail Ft Jdg=ied &I HHR o1 § RAdr ot Yfiiet woiR e

ghiTeRit 47 & fore amue faxawor

1. REw ik wwre:
o MG aRdfadmdrsl (R, ward, ST &I gIfdl 3l
o WMHINE JUR & TP IUPHV & ¥ W BT BT Jhdl 8 (IS0 & oy, TRa Pt 31&dr W dR
SHH WR, Afgensl @ wgafd wIamE) |
2. wfgensi o1 ufafAfi:
o maﬂqﬁmaﬁmﬁw{maﬂq@ﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁmﬂm?ﬂﬁa%
o TRWHR R Ia # ufaffies gama=ht edwior gffia sear gl
3. ive uraR 3R y-fAator:
o HRdM™ fay TR W Te Aiwpfa® eigd & w4 T

O O O O 0O O O O
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719 IPT e PR Had HAReH 9 $! Sfs & T d Rew 31 it 31 gfY XA ¢ - gmifee aikadd,
e =g SR THdl & faU v Aipfae weq aitar Hfza el v fFAofg a7 & afkaret &
gfaffia w® g &1 9k TEah fde™ & e yRa @1 ufdasd 31 g1l 8| 9 gl )R SRl
Ham # RAar o Yfie & aoed o1, IRy ©u & gars & &g, 39 YR &1 J0H], A1 R IRGas
Sidaar st @ § T wfea=ndl Jganft a1 a@ar g1

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TY: TP e Rl & Wy H Fufefead syt w foar sifee:
1.9 1954 T R fHT 7T & 3R AT 3R TR AT & ded b THRIE FERmad gRT U= g
2. REHR YRA & AP FRT Y& T & B
3. GIG1 WTEd Wiedh YRIHR B RITAAT 1969 H HRTT R & Fdled M & U § &1 T3 2|
SUdad $YHI A | DIH-91/4 FE1 8/8?
a) Had 1 3R 2
b) Fad 2 IR 3
¢) Had 1 3R 3
d)1,2 3R 3

3IR: d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: cifh GHIAT 3R FHISIS SRRl DI 9gTdl o H HR R Bt Y{HDT B §iid B | 31U fdaR H, I8
flrer REIBR S ST T 39 YHhT B B4 Folgd B Thal 67 (150 WG
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THIcYe BR el R (SMEUISMR), MR 7 YRd & Ugd fyorelt IRer - THUEd-URd & e T
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for India’s fusion power plans

Controfied fusion can only happen in extreme conditions, the kind thar exists nside stars; there are currently oo popular ways to achieve this: inertal confinement and
magnetic canfinement, India is already invested in the magnetic confinement technice as a member of the TTER project, which is building a reactor in France

Lnnsti Ashur

esearchers at the Institute for
Plsma Resvarch (PR) in
sellswsggar b b ot
reademap for indka 10 sl
power.
sage developing Indlas first
hectricky generator, called the
Steady-state Superconductine
kaimak-Bhuran (SSTHhar, with 2
pomwer output Sx the aput
the team, {t will be a fasdon Pasion byh
reacton wih 160 MW af the total 150 MW
proded by fisoon. The estimated
comstrictlon cust is £28,000 eror
“Ihe tearn ultionately ulims s
comusslon d fulkscale demanstratn

reacton by 2060 with an aibitions
ourpt o nput power Fitlo of 20 a0d to
geoerate 250 MW

Fission to lusion
*Fusion Iy tho process whene (w
It atens come iopeabie w for

e
narher

aluige amount of rape shows brght pinm prwieg
ll el Rayta, Deans of acudermics and
)
thé o sy,
Nuchear IGsion (s the reason surs exst
and prodduce bieat and 1ight
For decades, Bssion reacors have
peowiced he backbore fur niscleas pows
Fuston, huweves, | ntractive dun
fisdon becase H produce e
rdionctive woste, ¢ ng many (bt

PR and bead authoe of
el

wee e b runs It Righat now, the best In February 2025, the WEST reatwic and aften oo achbevable,” Mr
ear) tokamak n France matntained Ramiina emphsisod.
plasma for i record 22 minutes e oo poinced o that th
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(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

() Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3
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The mapping of the India-China border

WORLD INSIGHT

Sunil Khatrf

n a three-partseries on the

India-China border issue that

appeared in the columns of The

Hindu from September 59, 2025,
the author, Manoj Joshi, develops a
narrarive on the assertion that the
India-China border was not properly
defined. This article presents another
view on the same.

Official Manchu maps

During the 267-year Manchu rule
(1644-1911), two major maps of the
Empire, drawn 1o scale with coordinate
lines, were prepared with the assistance
of B Jesuits. The first is Emperor
Kang-hsi's map (1721), depicting the
territorial bequest of the Tibet-Assam
segment to the then Republic of China
(RaC). In the map, Tibet was never
concesved as a trans-Himalayan state, Its
southern boundary extended only upto
the Himalayas, for Tibetans never resided
on the southern side of the Himalayan
divide. Consequently, non Tibetan
Tawang, south of the Himalayan divide,
although Buddhist, was not depicted as
Tibetan territory. Corroborative evidence
in this regard comes from the Rl
delegate’s statement during the Simla
Conference (1913-14), in which he
categorically maintained thr Tibet had
00 claim w the territories of the tribal belt
{corresponding to present day Arunachal
Pradesh) on the Assam side of the
Himalayan divide, for they were not
ethnically Tibetan and were
self-governing.

Moreover, the RoC delegate did not
claim this non-Tibetan tribal-belt on
behalf of his country, leaving it to the
Indlsan delegate to include it in Assam as it
had already been under its sphere of
influence for centuries. The resultant
Indo-Tibetan boundary ag: in

Clear boundaries: Indian Army sad ITEP perscrnel slong with villsgers and students, participate in

Tiranga Raliy ot the

map,

‘The second Manchu map that depicts
Its territorial bequest to the RoC in the
eastern Turkestan-Kashmir segment is
Emperor Chien-lang’s map (1761), which
shows that Eastern Turkestan (a reglon in
the northwestern part of the now People’s
Republic of China) was never conceived
s a trans-Kunlun territory (mountain
range aburtting eastem Turkistan).
Consequently, the Manchu never claimed
the stretch of desolate area south of the
Kuntun mountain extending all the way
upto the Hindu Kush-Karakoram
mountains, lving further south, A
proposal was submitted to the Manchu
Foreign Office in 1899 suggesting the
division of this area on the watershed
principle, resulting in the

March 1914, also called the 1914
alignment, was in keeping with Kang hsi's

Rifae dg

Kashmir-Sis g boundary line, which
became the 1899 alignment (related to the
Akisai Chin region).

AfaeTiie amfea oiv ausha:
o WIgHFREA (1644-1911):

» B3 (1721): fRH9g a& fasad &1 gfémht i, qaiT fausH & <fém) fassal &l
»  FRIEE-g (1761): Y&l JHHF-HHR Ts; TG I & e H g $Y-BRIGRA TgTS!

GC2
o 1914 e wWeq: R ufaffy 3 Wior fear i s snfeardt ae (@dw™ v

CEIEHK]

forward areas of Chuna in Tamang distrdt, Arunachal Pradesh on August 14. 11

Territorial claims to the contrary
Apart from the official Manchu maps cited
above, there is no subsequent officlal
Manchu map, In 1943, when World War 11
was at its peak, a tottering RoC felt
emboldened enough to set aside the
Manchu's territorial bequest (1IT21 & 1761
maps). resulting in the emergence of a
claim to Jarge tracts of Indian territory. On

being questioned on the new map, the
RoC's response was, “The map was but an
unprecise draft, to be corrected later on.”
A similar map was repeate by the RoCin
December 1947, at 4 vulnerable moment,
when a newly independent India's
energies were directed on its military
conflict with Pakistan

China retained the same map-making
pattern set by its predecessor regime. Ina
rare moment of candour in Peking in
October 1954, Chou En-lai, the then
Chinese Premier acknowledged m the

TR W fIesd &1 $is a1 T8l &
o 1899 WWU: Arexs fgid IR 3merid udifad seeR-Rifesai |
2. Hwren & fore g Rrsia:

presence of the Indian Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nefiry, *...1t is a historical
question and we have been mostly
printing old maps...At least we do not
have any deliberate intentions of
changing boundaries as KMT (RoC) had.
The whole thing is ridiculous...”

Ithas been shown that during his talks
with Jawaharlal Nehru on the boundary
question in New Delhi in April 1960, Chou
En-lai had, more or less, conjured up a
narrative in support of the Chinese
position. He did so by attempting w pick
holes in the evidence in support of India's
claim through a clever play of words and
assertions, not backed by facts. However,
he was cautious in making a reference to
evidence of Chinese origin, for he knew
that here he conld be skating on thin ice.

He slowly revealed his tactic to resolve
the boundary question: that instead of
focusing on maps and documents alone,
both sides should agres to the use of a set
of principles, enunciated by him, fora
resolution, This was a trap, as reasoned
by former Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale in his l)nol The Lorg Game.
There appears to be no evidence in the
public domain to suggest that Chou Enai
had propesed a territorkal swap - where
India would concede to the Chinese
position in the Aksai Chin region in
exchange for Chinese acceprance of
India’s claim over Arunachal Pradesh.

Instead, the way forward, as agreed to
by both parties, was through a package
deal that would aim at resolving not only
the entire Jength of the boundary, but also
address other pending geopolitical and
trade-related matters. To break the
Impasse, both sides would need to work
towards a *...solution which brings no
defeat to any side and that it should be
reasonable, equitable and friendly...and
which is. .consistent with dignity and
self respect of both countries.” The broad
contouss of such a solution could possibly
lead to the acceptance of the 1899 and
1914 alignments respectively, with a
provision for a rerritorial swap o meet
each other's security concerms.

The author is a former cival sevvand.

During the Simla Conference, the delegate from the Republic of China categorically maintained that Tibet had no daim to the territories of the tribal belt
(corresponding to present day Arunachal Pradesh) on the Assam side of the Himalayan divide, for they were not ethnically Tibetan and were self-governing
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emboidenad enough 10 set
aside the Manchu's territorial
bequest
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TY: Wig-g71 & AR & R 3§ Haferiad § @ oI 91 Hu= T8l 82

1. BI-R F 1721 & TR A fgwrera 9@ fosaa o1 gfeoh dr ot g=ifan war un

2. RE-gn & 1761 & A9 § TS M Pt $AG udd F aferor A fossd & i & w0 o faamar mar um
3. AAIT (SFUMTA Wo=N) P forsaelt & AE1 TH1 ST AT

SWITd & A I T/ HY TE 2782

A) Had 1 3R 2

b) Fad 1 3R 3

C) Pae 2 3R 3

d) SWied g+t

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YRA-o T1A7 f3aTe & g MR 3R JHSGTH TAfadl IR Il &3 | Th UraaiTd JHIUE & ol 3 &
T I (150 )
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« o T soRTad gude Tgafa BT &R

Right to state

Recognition of Palestine is more than
just symbolic

hen the state of Tsrael was declared in

Palestine on May 14, 1948, the U.S. re-

cognised it in just 11 minutes. In the
years since, most UN members extended recogni-
tion to the Jewish nation, which became a UN
member in 1949. When the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) declared a state of Palesting
in 1288, much of the Global South recognised it,
but powerful western nations staved away with
the position that recognition would come only as
part of a negotiated two-state settlement. But this
week, at the UN General Assembly, the UK.,
France, Canada and Australia finally recognised
Palestine, which shows their fraying ties with Is-
rael and diminishing faith in a coercion-free di-
plomatic process leading to a final settlement.
For Palestinians, the western recognition could
be seen as a diplomatic respite but comes too late
— Gaza has been devastated by Israeli forces; Jew-
ish settlements and Israeli checkpoints have
mushroomed in the West Bank; and settler vio-
lence has displaced thousands of Palestinians ov-
er the past two vears. lsrael’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu openly declares that there will
never be a Palestinian state, and Washington off-
ers Istael unconditional support.

Recognition may not have an immediate im-
pact on the ground. Israel’s ruling coalition is in-
capable of even ending the slaughter in Gaza, let
alone discuss a two-state solution. Yet, this wave
of recognition is not just a symbaolic act. It shows
cracks in the post-1948 pro-lsrael consensus in
the West, The UK. played a decisive role in the es-
tablishment of the state of Israel. France armed it
in its early years and helped it build nuclear wea-
pons. These powers bear historical responsibility
to find a solution to the problem they were a par-
ty to from the beginning. And Palestinians have
an internationally recognised right to have their
own independent, sovereign state. If Israel does
not stop the war in Gaza, which should be the
first step, and continues with the settlements in
the West Bank, Europe should impose an arms
embargn on Tel Aviv. Israel should be warned
against annexing the West Bank, which should be
treated as a red line. Mr. Netanyahu and his extre-
mist Ministers, though internationally isclated,
will not be persuaded. But they will not rule fo-
rever. A future Israeli leader could abandon Mr.
Netanyahu's militarism. This forever war and ge-
nocidal tag are not helping Israel’s interests eith-
er, even though it allows Mr. Netanvahu to cling
on to power. The recognition of today should
serve as a stepping stone for a Palestinian state to-
morrow. That is the best chance for peace for Pal-

estinians, Israelis and West Asia.
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(*) NITIN SIR CLASSES SIS STARING 6TH OCT 2025

g COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE (4-5 MONTHS)
@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 hrs. (ONLINE CLASS)

e 350+ HRS . MAXIMUM: 40 STUDENTS PER BATCH.

g PERIODIC DOUBT SESSION & CLASS TEST

0 16 SECTIONAL TEST (4 FROM EACH SECTION)

@ 4 FULLLENGTH TEST ONE TIME PAYMENT

@ CHAPTERWISE PYQS DISCUSSION ns 25,000"‘

PAY IN 2 EASY
Q CHAPTERWISE COMPILATION OF QUOTATION INSTALMENTS

Q DAILY ANSWER WRITING ns 30,000"

www.nitinsirclasses.com 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 699991 54587
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(PT BATCH 2026)

DURATION : 7 MONTH
DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S

MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

@ DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS

MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED) ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 17,900/-
INSTALMENTS
RS 20,000/-

BILINGUAL CLASSES

9 DOUBT SESSIONS

Register NOW ¢ https;//tme/NiTIN KUMAR (PsiR) (8 99991 54587
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@ DURATION : 1 YEAR
Q DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
) sooxs - (PT+ MAINS) WITHPYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

0 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

e DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS
ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 30,000/-

Q BILINGUAL CLASSES PAY IN 2 EASY
) poussessions RS 35.000/-
L )

Q MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES (WEEKLY)

Q MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https:/ /t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 099991 54587
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ANALYSIS
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Follow WIiorxre

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Website : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20Omg

> Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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