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50% of U.P. industries
flout norms: report
on Ganga pollution
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o frdteror feg g I 1,370 Sidems
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R, oo T B AR

2022-23

Nikhil M. Babu
NEW DELHI

In its recent report submit-
ted to the National Green
Tribunal, the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)
stated that over 50% of the
“operational” Grossly Pol-
luting Industries (GPIs) in
62 districts of Uttar Pra-
desh were not in com-
pliance with the govern-
ment-stipulated pollution
guidelines.

In July 2022, the Allaha-
bad High Court directed
the CPCB to test samples
from industries in U.P. The
board then formed 50
teams and undertook a
surprise inspection of
1,370 GPIs, 36 Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs)

and eight Effluent Treat-
ment Plants (ETPs) in the
State, the report stated.

“Total of 1,370 inspec-
tion reports of GPIs (in-
cluding 858 operational
units and 512 non-opera-
tional units) have been pre-
pared. Of the 858 opera-
tional GP1s, 415 were found
complying and 443 are
non-compliant with the
norms,” the CPCB report
dated September 17 read. It
also mentioned that, of the
512 non-operational units,
eight ETPs were found to
be operational.

“Out of these eight un-
its, four units have been
found complying, whereas
the remaining four units
were found non-com-
pliant,” the report stated.
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1, THIY TR : SIS ifad HAT

2. 51 B i : TAieRYI, 97 Td Siarg URad Hared
3. BT YguuT I a8 : gfeRvl, o U Sqarg URdadH HaATer
SWIE # A HIH-91/3 TH Te! AR 8/8?

(a) P 1

(b) Pad 1 3R 2

() Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

IR : ¢)
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India, Russia discuss BRICS
grain exchange plan to
boost agriculture trade ties

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Dmitry Pa-
trushev here on Thursday
and discussed plans of
creating a common agricul-
tural food exchange that
will help in boosting agri-
culture trade among the
BRICS member-countries.
Mr. Modi conveyed his
greetings to President Vla-
dimir Putin saying he is
looking forward to welcom-
ing him for the 23rd India-
Russia annual summit to be
hosted here later this year.
“Happy to meet Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister
Dmitry Patrushev at the
World Food India 2025. We
discussed ways to streng-
then our win-win coopera-
tion in agriculture, fertiliz-
ers and food processing,”

said Mr. Modi after the
meeting.

The Russian Embassy
said the two sides dis-
cussed the ongoing work
ona Free Trade Agreement
between India and the Eu-
rasian Economic Union.
“Additionally, the topic of
creating a BRICS Grain Ex-
change was raised — a
move that will help boost
mutual agricultural trade,”

Trade diplomacy : Deputy Prime Minister of Russia Dmitry
Patrushev with Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the World Food
India 2025 program in New Delhi, on Thursday. bPRPMO

said the Embassy.

“Russia highly values its
special and privileged part-
nership with India. India is
one of Russia’s key allies in
the international arena. Ev-
ery year, Russian-Indian
economic cooperation
reaches impressive levels.
In 2024, the trade turnover
between our two countries
reached a historic high,”
said Mr. Patrushev.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
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(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Paa 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3R (d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Mistrust in Ladakh

cegitimate aspirations of a people nee
to be taken into account

he festering unrest in the Union Territo)
r of Ladakh turned violent on Septembx
24, which resulted in the deaths of fou
>rsons and several others being injured. In th
'es of the Centre, the protest leaders had acte
bad faith even as efforts were underway to a
‘ess their long-standing demands. These ai
atehood for Ladakh, inclusion under the Six!
‘hedule of the Constitution (which grants aut
ymy to tribal areas), reservation in jobs for |
s, and greater political representation. T}
aders and organisations at the forefront of ti
itation have, however, said that the arson ar
olence were carried out by those outside the
mtrol. The protesters and the Centre have a
:aled to the youth of Ladakh to remain calr
1e Ladakh protests have been championed t
/0 major civil society coalitions — the Leh Ape
»dy (LAB), representing Buddhist-majority Le
1d the Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA), repr
nting Muslim-majority Kargil. While the:
oups do have many disagreements, they a
iited in a four-point agenda for constitution
feguards and greater political autonomy for tl
gion. On Wednesday, a shutdown called by tl
uth wing of LAB turned violent in Leh, whic
cluded the burning of the office of the Bhara
1 Janata Party and the vandalising of the hea
1arters of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Dev
pment Council (LAHDC).
The Centre and these outfits had reached 2
reement in May 2025, which seemingly a
‘essed core concerns through measures such :
% reservation in jobs for locals (including §'
1d EWS), 33% reservation for women in the H
avelopment Council, strict domicile criteri
1d recognition of local languages such as Bho!
irgi, Balti and Shina. However, on Septemb
i, the hospitalisation of two elderly protester
ho were on a hunger strike with climate activi
mam Wangchuk, triggered a fresh round of p
ic protest mostly led by youth. The Centre no
leges that Mr. Wangchuk is instigating violenc
hile a resolution to all demands has been in tl
orks. The Centre has also hinted at the involv
ent of foreign elements. There is evidently
ip between the perceptions of the proteste
1d the Centre on both the issues at hand and tt
ay forward. Ladakh is a sensitive security sp:
1 the country. This makes it all the more impo
nt that the people of the region are taken in
mfidence even while troublemakers al
'ought under control. The legitimate aspir
ms of the people can be addressed withoi
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Y: WRAIT AfAuUT= &1 T31 gt & HeH d, Fufafed 3= w* foar sife:

1. U8 QAR & $© SIS &1 & oY Tara U=di-e ST Y& il 8|

2. Feifd I o IYUTe &b U fOFelT 3TR & uRual & iR &5 &1 FuiRd B3 &1 wid &1
3. TEE UEA 9 € Tt SIg F ded =M 3

SWIed § A B F1/Q HU T /2

(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Paa 2 3R 3

() Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3T: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: TERd H =l Xo [OR1Y U= R Tobiansf SR LT YRam sHaridretl & st d1d &l Ube Hd ¢ | 39 Je, &
TATYT & o Iucisy FauTHes 3R W fasedl IR T=i B (150 Ued)
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Access to air conditioning is currently severely limited in developing countries, including in India. Enhancing this access is urgently required as a public health
safeguard and a necessity for adaptation to climate change. Cooling is no longer a matter of comfort for the global South, but a frontline adaptation need

EXPLAINER

nJune 2025, the Government of

India (Gol) proposed that all new

air conditioning systems (ACs) in

homes, commercial spaces and
vehicles must operate within the
temperature range of 20 Cto 28 C, with
24 C as the default setting. The Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE) estimates that
this proposal could save 20 billion units of
energy annually, amounting to ¥10,000
crores and emissions reduction of 16
million tonnes, While such energy-saving
measures are important there are more
fundamental issues that need to be
addressed. Access to air conditioning is
currently severely limited in developing
countries, including India. Enhancing this
access is urgently required as a public
health safeguard and a necessity for
adaptation to climate change. By treating
cooling primarily as an energy and
emissions concern, the need to
universalise access to cooling and
provision of public facilities that can
protect vulnerable populations from heat
stress often gets sidelined,

In India, access to air conditioning
remains severely inadequate, and the
main challenge is insufficiency. Cooling is
no longer a matter of comfort for the
global South, but a frontline adaptation
need. In 2021, only 12% of urban and 1% of
rural households in India owned an AC.
While efficiency and behavioural
measures can reduce the emissions
footprint of existing users, without
simultaneously prioritising access to the
most vulnerable, such policies risk
becoming symbolic gestures that are
ineffective in confronting deeper
inequities at the heart of climate justice.

‘While the national average of AC
ownership in India is approximately 5%, it
is overwhelmingly concentrated amongst
the urban rich. In 2021, the richest 10% in
India, mostly residing in urban areas,
owned 72% of the total ACs.

This disparity is also reflected in

The per capita electricity consumption for space cooling is 7 GJ in the U.S., which is over 28 times higher
than inindia, 19 times higher than in Indonesia and 13 times higher than in Brazil, FiLz pHOTO

interstate and regional differences.

The inter-country cooling divide is
even more stark and inequitable.
Developed countries have long enjoyed
near universal access to thermal comfort,
primarily through widespread heating
systems, but more recently through the
increased adoption of air conditioning. In
2020, nearly 90% households in the U.S.
and Japan owned an AC, as compared 1o
22% in Central and South America and
only 6% in Sub-Saharan Africa. The per
capita electricity consumption for space
cooling is 7 GJ in the U.S., which is over 28
times higher than in India, 19 times higher
than in Indonesia and 13 times higher
than in Brazil.

During the European heatwave, which
peaked around 42 C in cities like London
and Paris, urgent public investments were
made in cooling infrastructure, with the
current AC ownership doubling in Europe
since 1990, and the International Energy
Agency (IEA) projecting a four-fold
increase by 2050, While several major
cities in the global South routinely record
temperatures above 40 C, the
international discourse around their
rising cooling demand is widely framed as
a mitigation problem, while it is justified

U el IR YHT=0 STaAT T

o U [UHGT YRd §, HId 5% TRART & URT T ( 13% &S, 1% W) §; Wit Tad Ak 10% Bt

3R FHT oM B

as a necessary adaptation measure for the
North, indicating a troubling hypocrisy.

The Imperative of cooling
The World Health Organization (WHO)
estimates that between 2000 and 2019,
heat exposure contributed to
approximately 489,000 global deaths,
with India alone recording more than
20,000 heat-related deaths in this period.
While extreme heat is increasingly
recognised as one of the prominent
health threats in the global South, the
resulting mortality or morbidity rate is
not solely a function of rising
temperatures. It in fact reflects the acute
shortage of protective infrastructure such
as thermally secured housing, reliable
electricity supply and adequately
equipped public health systems. In 2022,
the majority of the health care facilities in
high-income countries had a reliable
power supply, whereas nearly one billion
people in the lower-middle and
low-income countries were served by
facilities with unreliable or no power
supply.

In South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa
(SSA), 129% and 15% health centres,
respectively, had no electricity, while only

50% hospitals in SSA reported having a
reliable power supply.

Without adequate energy
infrastructure, providing essential
services such as neonatal care,
climate-controlied emergency rooms, and
vaccine refrigeration becomes precarious
as they rely on stable cooling systems.
During periods of extreme heat, countries
like Kenya, Ghana and Burkina Faso have
recorded sharp spikes in cardiovascular,
respiratory and renal conditions that
cannot be treated safely in overheated
and underpowered facilities. Beyond
hospitals, the lack of cooling access also
undermines workspace safety and labour
productivity.

In India, almost 80% of the labour
foree is engaged in sectors such as
agriculture, construction and street
vending; jobs that require strenuous
outdoor activities. Recognising this
vulnerability, several Indian States and
cities have developed Heat Action Plans
(HAPs) that include early warning
systems, information sharing, heat
shelters and public awareness campaigns.
However, their implementation is often
constrained due to underfunding, limited
institutional coordination and weak legal
foundations. Addressing these
intersecting challenges in the global South
requires an urgent need to integrate heat
resilience as a core development priority
through policies that focus on stronger
labour protection, targeted social safety
nets and comprehensive heat action
plans.

As low-income nations already face
staggering challenges due to economic
and energy poverty, without large-scale
investments in public infrastructure and
access to finance from the North, cooling
will remain unaffordable for billions in the
South. Closing this gap is important to
prevent avoidable deaths, protect
livelihoods and build climate-resilient
public systems, Therefore, cooling must
not be treated as a climate liability to be
rationed, but as a non-negotiable
development right that is crucial for
strengthening equity and enabling
adaptation.

THE GIST

In 2020, nearly 90% of
households in the U.S. and
Japan owned an AC,
compared to 22% in Central
and South America and only
6% in Sub-Saharan Africa

4

InIndia, the national average
of AC ownership is around 5%,
concentrated mostly among
the urban rich

v

The World Health Organization
estimates that between 2000
and 2019, heat exposure
caused approximately 489,000
deaths globally
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. 33T e TaRH @M (3MSdiudl) &1 =T Foit &l 3R 3Ha 31|q<qud|€rﬁﬁ=ﬁﬁ?rf\&lﬁm§mzﬁﬁﬂ=r
& fePh1e, SR Tt ugda gAfdd w1 g

2. YRA H, 2021 TP 15% T HH G URARY 3R 5% T HH AHI0 GRIRT & UMY TR HS IR U
3. YRd & g TaRM W (@Eudh) 587 ©U I Sl gl SR (@15s) & dgd a1 fH I &

4. T3 Rd A2 3 B ATl T H I e HiTT B I 3e0 &, Seifb e 93y § dgdt pie
TR ! g ¥ ¥ I G & 9 H TR F B

SWRIF # | S AT Y FEl 82
(a) Had 1,2 3R 3

(b) Had 1, 2 3R 4

(c) $ad 2 3R 4

(d) $ad 1, 3 3R 4

3TR: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: e dad Ueb 3R 61 § feth Teliad Y3y H T 3G &1 HRA P STerdrg bHwIAl 3R Hfdwrd id &
T T Siaad® f[a=eoo S (150 TUeg)
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Swatahsiddha Sarkar

anjan. A, (2005), Provincial

Palities of Scabe, Studies it
Indian Politics,

.rmhi[! emerges from mativiss politics rooted inan emotic

lenges the idea of singutar Indian duizenship, sparking debates over definitions of native! indigenons, Adi

- =

eze e e m
e e

diebate and anxicty. While there lias been
wn upstmze of 4 medio-fid ‘public mood”,
the ‘public mind’ needs to be nudged

Inlhlﬁ regard, it's warth wﬂnmr; on

online, September 2025)

Mobility in its many forms has long
been considered coee 1o the notion of
progress and the formation of civilsation.
Conversely, sedentarism - the practice of
living in one plice ~ emerges from the
need o link propesty, descem, and
lineage 10 the contrd of resources, Warkd
history Is replete with the caravan trails of
tribes, pastoralists, traders, and soldiers.
This historical context of mobility s
rvinforced by tixdays globial networks,
which fuciltote 1 new world defined by
1he flow of nen only goods, services, snd
capital but also labour, This, of course,
alludes to ghobalisation - a foroe that has
atfected our socal, cultural, political, and
economic standpolnts, as well as owr very
perspectives and identities.

A matter of concern
Geven this ackdrop, it's cunous
while the iden of mobiity hus ﬂ’uluk«d
our physscal mobllity often remins
restricted, panwhvh' when It comes to
seeking lvelihoads outside one's hotme
State, Despite the precarity of migrant
workers becuming painfully evidens
during the COVID-9 pandemic, Indian
metropolises remaln the most coveted
destinations for destitute rural workers
from different States.
More recently, in the wake of the
Neational Register of Cit 3

lmwm where fresh n‘whi such as

“provincial citisenship” G term pitched
by Alok Ranjan, a PhD candidase at JN1T,
are sparking deep reflection. Following
Ranjan's lead, it is meaningful o explore
the ilea of inter-state migration for a
broader andience, especially for those
wheo might thank this rsesse only concerns
the directly affected or the policymakers
tashed with providieg relief.

Hanjan's work reflects on inter State
migration and how it has drafted a new
chapter in the *politics of doemicile”
withen ita’s desocratic body politi.,
though this apenstes only at the
provincial level. “Provincial citisenship™
emerges from nativist politics rooted in an
emotional bedonging to 3 State, which
Joalns (mmediate lever xge in regional
electoral politics. In the process, the
entanglemert of spatial ientity, freedom
of movernent, and citizenship allows
domicile 1 surface as a new category for
political mobilisation. Crucially, these

the of

Citizens, domicile, migrants: Why should
we worry about Provincial Citizenship?

belomging 1o a State, which gains immediate keverage in regional elector:

minorities (ike the Valmikis,

Gorkhas, and West Pakistan refugees).
Tharkhand. however, represents a case
where domicile was used to articulate
majorizarian grievances against the
pereerved influence of § mmernry eite ina
State formed in 2000, Backed by its
unique hissory, the politics of domicile in
Jharkhand departs trom the ponns socn
In Shah Schedube reglons. it wends 1o
enconipass the whole State, superseding
the natiorn's federal structure and
questioning the rutional citienship rights
suaranteed by Articke 16C2 of the Indian
Constitution

Atakning statebood did not resoive
subynationabist politics n flarkband.
Instead, these sentiments were
channelled into 3 democratic politics of
domicile after 2000, This transition
challenyges the “one nation, o
citizenship® kieal. llere, the notion of a
stngle national cittzenship is uisdermined
by the effcacy of the unofficiady
constructed idea of provinctl citizenship,
whone podaical Importance can render
the rational framework inadequate

Jrarkhand ¥ experience abo suggests
that contlicts between the interests of
Imernal migrants and the concerns of
provincial cittrenship cannct be
0 ly adiudicased wht

States s sites of ctizenship, even 3t &
time when a more inclusive, national-leved
citizenship bs b exnphasised i the
fulcrum of Akhanda Bharat (Undivided
India).

Following Ranjan, we see that 3 close
scrutiny of States like fharkhand, Jammu

Kashmir (J&K), and Assam can b:]p

tipclation and the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of Electoeal Rolls, the
mistreatment of migrant lbour n vanous
cifies bas become 3 matter of national

UIE el IR YHT=0 STAT /T

and bow domic
potent poltical irstrument. I KK,
dormicile policies were imglemented after
the amﬂwx:rumd:umw status as
@ measure of inclusive

thin the

existing political structure, often
Supreme Court’s

Intervention.

The newness of an old idex
This “unctlicil” provincial citizenship
problematises the official idea of a
sanguler Indian citizenship. It creates 4
consest over definitions of ‘tstive’
‘mdigenous”, ‘Adnaai’, ‘local’, o son of
the soil” thaut exist alongside the identky
of an Indian citizen.
The probiem of internal migrants in

ast. local, or son of the soil

provincial contets is not new. Myron
Welower, I his book Sons of the St
Migration and Ethnic Confiict in Indfa
(197%), was perhaps the first to awsess the
social and political consequences of
internal migration in States like
Maharashtra, Bibar, and Assam. More
Tecent eoinages ke “cirizen-outsidens”
(Roy 2010, “diffcrentiated citizenship'
(aval 2003), and “passsed clrkeens®
(Shanma 2024 ated natlonality™
(Sarkar 2025) have entiched our
vocabulary for analysing this ssue.

It is also refevant to consider the
recommendations of the States
Reoeganisation Commission (SKC) of
The members of the SRC anticipated the
problems of discrimination and exclusion
arising from domicie policies. They were
greatly concerned about these rudes,
fiewdingg them inconsistent with Articles 15,
16, and 14 of the Consitution und
oatrary w the very concept of Indlan
citinenship. The members stated: “We do
not feed called upon 10 provounce on U
[:;r)y Tegal aspects of these restrictions,

we have 10 doubxt whatsoever that
ther toral effect is the exact opposite of
‘what was intended by the Conatitution™
{SRC Report 1955, p. 230).

The SRC Report recommended that
domieile rules should be replaced by
appeopriate Parllamentary lgslation,
warning that “Otherwise, the concepe of i
comman Indian cittzenship would ave
10 meaning” (pp. 2202310, In many
resprects, the concept of provincial
citizenship echoes these decades-old
warnings. les newness lies in how chis
concept has transcended the passivity ol
@ wrltten repot 1o become: an active and
grave realiey.

(Snatahsiddba Sarkar toaches at the Centre
for Himaliryan Stdies, tmiversity of North
Bengal, Durjceiing, West BensuD
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TY: HRA | Ui ARTR ST & aR # Fafafad sy w far a3
1. g TP ARG F IO AT & YR W Ao 3R 3M1ffes FARWIRIBR e avar 1
2. IRES, T 3R HRHR 3R 3T SR Iedl 2 Uicig TRTRe 1 =ifera &1 ST fbar g1
3. Ui AR a1 YR IfauM & Sigwse 15, 16 3R 19 & 1Y I T8 I WA 8
4. 98 T U F RIMHG UTaHT3T B GIfdd R & e Jafardt e & SHRA arell T SaeRon g
SUdad HYHI | | DI AT 9L 72
faweu:
(a) Had 1 3R 2
(b) Had 1, 2 3R 4
(c) $ad 2, 3 AR 4
(d) SIRIeT FHt

3IR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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hen U.S. President Donald Trump

signed off on an additional 25%

tariffs on imports from India in

August 2025, citing trade deficits,
the buying of Russian crude, and retaliatory
precedent, New Delhi responded with its usual
posture — of measured language, closed-door
diplomacy and no public retaliation. The
choreography was familiar. Washington struck,
India absorbed. Official narratives framed it as
another episode in bilateral turbulence. But these
tariffs cut along fault lines that run inside the
country, not just between two capitals. What they
expose is not just a trade imbalance but also a
deeper spatial imbalance that New Delhi has long
refused to reckon with.

India’s export economy is heavily centralised.
The four States of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, and Karnataka account for more than 70%
of all merchandise exports. For Gujarat alone, it is
over 33%. This concentration is no accident.
There has been an alignment of infrastructure,
incentives, and political continuity in these zones
for decades. Meanwhile, India’s most populous
States, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Madhya
Pradesh, remain on the margins, with barely 5%
of the country’s outbound trade between them.

A marginalisation of the northeast

Then there is the northeast, whose place in
India's export economy is marginal by design.
Eight States, with over 5,400 kilometres of
international borders, account for just 0.13% of
national exports. There is no operational trade
corridor linking them to foreign markets. And, no
logistical infrastructure to support volume or role
in shaping policy. Instead, what exists is a
security apparatus calibrated for
counterinsurgency and surveillance. Trade has
never been part of the mandate.

The northeast remains structurally
unrepresented in the institutions that shape
India’s economic future. Not a single member of
the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council
hails from the region. The Board of Trade, tasked
with steering India’s export strategy, has no
substantive voice from Mizoram, Tripura, or
Arunachal Pradesh. Schemes such as Remission
of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products
(RoDTEP) and the Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) are rolled out with fanfare in industrial belts
stretching from Gujarat to Tamil Nadu. But the
hills and the valleys of the northeast are left to
navigate global markets without infrastructure,
without logistics, and without institutional
leverage. This is not mere bureaucratic oversight.
It is a cold calculation that the region can be
symbolically embraced, yet economically
orphaned. As recently as 2024, the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade's strategic export plan
had 87 pages without a single section on the
northeast’s corridors. The omission was not
protested. It was simply assumed.

In Assam, the tea economy is fraying. Prices
stagnate, labour shortages persist, and estates are

Sangmuan
Hangsing

is a researcher and
alumnus of the
Kautilya School

of Public Policy

India is
negotiating
clobal trade
while ignoring
key geographies
such as the
northeast that
could anchor a
cohesive
€CONOMY

stretched thin, A 25% tariff hike in key western
markets threatens to push margins below
viability. “We're holding on with fingertips,” said
a Dibrugarh planter who oversees over 500
workers. “If the US [United States] and EU
[Eurapean Union] buyers cut orders, we'll have
to start scaling back operations immediately.”

The region accounts for more than half of
India’s total tea output, but almost none of the
high-value packaging or branding. The bulk is still
CTC-grade, sold in auctions, exposed to every
market swing. Buyers are in reassessment mode
and cost-cutting has begun in the Upper Assam
belt and the Dooars. Wages are flatlining. Inputs
are thinning. The next to go will be jobs.

At Numaligarh, the refinery runs like a nervous
artery through Assam’s energy spine. Most of its
crude still comes from Oil India and Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation Limited fields nearby,
but that is changing. The expansion to nine
million metric tonnes per annum means that it
must look outward toward Paradip, and,
inereasingly, toward discounted Russian cargoes.

That is where the risk brews. Washington's
tariff play, framed partly as a response to India’s
Russian alignment, casts a long shadow here. 1If
the next round of sanctions hardens or shipping
lanes tighten, it will not show up in Mumbai's
balance sheets. It will be Golaghat that will
shudder.

A silent border with Myanmar, ASEAN

Since the 2021 coup in Naypyidaw, trade across
the India-Myanmar frontier has thinned.
Highways once envisioned as arteries of regional
integration now vanish into checkpoints,
chokepoints, and bureaucratic fog. Once porous
and alive with exchange, the border now speaks
in silence.

India’s two principal gateways to Myanimar,
Zokhawthar in Mizoram and Moreh in Manipur,
have withered into skeletal outposts, Once central
to Act East dreams, they now function more as
securitised bottlenecks than trade hubs.
Infrastructure remains performative — roads exist
on paper, customs offices are understatfed, and
cold-chain facilities are nowhere to be found. The
scrapping of the Free Movement Regime in 2024
was the final blow, severing not just trade but also
Linship, daily life and the interwoven economies
of the hills.

Surveillance replaced commerce. These are no
longer corridors of trade but containment grids,
structured by counterinsurgency logic rather
than market demand. Where goods do not move,
troops do. And as infrastructure decays, these
towns slide from economic relevance into
strategic emptiness, mapped not for connectivity
but for control. The border is open only to the
idea of closure.

The northeast was once mapped as India’s
strategic region, a bridge to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations. The bridge never left the
drawing board. In policy circles, trade resilience
now means shifting from one product category to

f e

Eight States with international borders, 0.13% of exports

another, electronics to semiconductors, textiles
to pharma. Geography is not a part of the
equation. The assumption is fixed - trade flows
through the same corridors that served colonial
ports and post-Independence industrial clusters.
The northeast remains outside that frame, not by
oversight, but by design.

Asia’s moves, India’s inertia

As China consolidates its grip over northern
Myanmar through infrastructure investments,
militia alliances and a growing intelligence
footprint, India continues to squander its own
flanks. The India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway, which begins at Moreh, now vanishes
into the jungle. Surveillance, not commerce,
defines India's frontier stance. Where goods do
not cross, border forces do. And when movement
is reduced to patrols, borderlands do not stay
still; they drift toward disorder.

Whalt is required is not reinvention but basic
state function. Trade runs on roads, not rhetoric.
It moves through warehouses, not white papers.
In the northeast, those arteries are missing.
Infrastructure is sporadic, and policy presence is
thinner still. New Delhi may ink a free trade
agreement with London and issue joint
statements in Washington, but the substance of
those agreements rarely crosses the Siliguri
Caorridor, The northeast remains unintegrated in
hath design and delivery. India effectively
negotiates global trade while ignoring the
geographies that could anchor it.

By treating Mr. Trump's tariffs as a passing
irritant, India sidesteps the deeper structural
fault — its trade economy is spatially lopsided. A
flood in Gujarat or a labour strike in Tamil Nadu
is enough to choke the national pipeline. That is
not dispersion, it is dependence. The global
chessboard has shifted. Supply chains are in
maotion. China is repositioning capital. Southeast
Asia is building alternative corridors. India claims
a role in the Indo-Pacific equation, but its export
architecture still rests on a few coastal enclaves.
Strategic talk rings hollow when the eastern
frontier remains disconnected from the
COMMErTe map.

A state cannot claim regional heft while its
eastern flank remains economically brittle. The
northeast has never asked for slogans. It requires
the minimum grammar of statecraft: roads that
reach markets, policies that recognise geography,
and governance that sees beyond electoral math.
For decades, the region has been told to wait
through insurgencies, ceasefires, and empty
policy acronyms. But the world is moving. Trade
disruptions are more frequent, Corridors are
shifting. And delay now resembles design.

No single tariff will break India, but repeated
regional omissions erode the idea of a cohesive
economy. This is not a call for retaliation. Itis a
demand to reframe resilience, not as a
concentration of strength, but as the ability to
absorb shocks from every part of the map. Until
then, the blind spot stays intact.
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(*) NITIN SIR CLASSES WY STARING 6TH OCT 2025

PSIR
'MENTORSHIP BY-NITIN KUMARSIR

() coMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE (4-5 MONTHS)
@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 hrs. (ONLINE CLASS)

e 350+ HRS . MAXIMUM: 40 STUDENTS PER BATCH.

0 PERIODIC DOUBT SESSION & CLASS TEST

g 16 SECTIONAL TEST (4 FROM EACH SECTION)

@ 4 FULLLENGTH TEST ONE TIME PAYMENT

@ CHAPTERWISE PYQS DISCUSSION ns 251000"

PAY IN 2 EASY
0 CHAPTERWISE COMPILATION OF QUOTATION INSTALMENTS

@ DAILY ANSWER WRITING ns 30,000['

www.nitinsirclasses.com 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) Q 99991 54587
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(PT BATCH 2026)

DURATION : 7 MONTH
DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S

MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS

MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED) ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 17,300/-
INSTALMENTS
RS 20,000/-

BILINGUAL CLASSES

DOUBT SESSIONS

Register NOW ¢ https://tme/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) €® 99991 54587
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(Pre 2 Interview )

Q DURATION : 1 YEAR
@ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)
0 BOOKS - (PT + MAINS) WITH PYQ'S

g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

Q TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

9 DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS
ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 30,000/-

o BILINGUAL CLASSES PAY IN 2 EASY
) pousrsessions RS 35.000/-
| )

0 MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES (WEEKLY)

@ MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

Register Now 4 https://t.me/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR) 099991 54587
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HTEITZ (Aadhaar Batch)

DURATION : 2 YEARS

‘ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)

. BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S +
MAINS

. MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

. NCERT FOUNDATION

SEPERATE PT & MAINS QUESTION SOLVING CLASSES

@ TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION ONE TIME PAYMENT

ns anuwl'
INSTALMENTS "
RS 55,000/-
@ MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES

\ Register NOW ¢ https://tme/NITIN KuMAR (PsiR) () 99991 54587

9 MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

BILINGUAL CLASSES & DOUBT SESSIONS
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Nitin sir classes

kuow your daily

CLASSES

TIME TABLE FOR DAILY CLASSES

e 07:30 PM - THE HINDU
ANALYSIS

e 09:00 PM - Daily Q & A
Session (PT + Mains)

SUBSCRIBE 0

Q HTTPS://T.ME/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR)
WWW.NITINSIRCLASSES.COM . . . . . ..
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I KNOW YOUR TEACHERS

Nitin sir Classes

' HISTORY + ART AND CULTURE\
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(MAINS)

f INTERNAL SECURITY + ENG.\
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o
\ ARUN TOMAR SIR ‘

( ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY
AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT

SHABIR SIR

f ETHICS AND APTITUDE + \
ESSAY + CURRENT AFFAIRS
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Follow NViorxre

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Website : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20mg

» Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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