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Page 03 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims  

Egypt’s Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty, during his visit to India for the first India-Egypt Strategic Dialogue, 

emphasized that progress on the Palestinian issue is essential for the revival of the India-Middle East-Europe 

Economic Corridor (IMEC). The IMEC, envisioned as a transformative connectivity project linking India to Europe via 

the Middle East, has stalled amid the ongoing Gaza conflict. Abdelatty also encouraged India to join Egypt’s Suez 

Canal Economic Zone (SCZONE), highlighting broader cooperation in trade, industrial development, and technology. 
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Issue Overview 

 Core Concern: The IMEC project, launched at the G20 Summit 2023, cannot advance without regional 

stability — which hinges on resolving the Palestinian question. 

 Geopolitical Context: The project’s route through Israel’s Haifa port became politically and logistically 

unviable following the Israel-Gaza war. 

 Egypt’s Stand: Cairo insists that peace and security in the region depend on acknowledging Palestinian 

aspirations for an independent state. 
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 India’s Role: India, as a major IMEC stakeholder, is urged to balance its connectivity ambitions with its 

traditional support for Palestinian statehood and growing ties with Israel. 

Key Observations 

 Diplomatic Insight: Egypt positions itself as a peace broker and logistical hub through the Suez Canal, 

reinforcing its strategic importance. 

 Economic Opportunity: India’s potential participation in the SCZONE would allow access to African, 

European, and Arab markets via Egypt’s extensive trade linkages. 

 Connectivity Disruption: The Gaza war derailed IMEC’s initial momentum, underscoring how geopolitical 

instability undermines economic projects. 

 Strategic Dialogue: India-Egypt partnership is diversifying into emerging sectors — AI, renewables, and 

digital technology — reflecting mutual interests beyond traditional trade. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

India’s West Asia Policy Balancing ties with Israel, Palestine, and Arab states. 

Connectivity Corridors IMEC as a counter to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

Geopolitics of Suez Canal Egypt’s pivotal role in maritime trade and global logistics. 

India-Egypt Relations Growing cooperation post-2023 Strategic Dialogue. 

Global Peace & Security Palestinian statehood as a prerequisite for lasting regional stability. 

Analytical Perspective 

 Geopolitical Implications: The IMEC’s success depends on Middle Eastern stability; unresolved conflicts 

make infrastructure diplomacy fragile. 

 Diplomatic Balancing: India must pursue strategic pragmatism — maintaining relations with Israel while 

supporting peace efforts that align with its non-aligned heritage. 

 Economic Strategy: Egypt’s SCZONE provides India with a gateway to new markets, reducing dependence 

on China-centric routes. 

 Regional Leadership: Egypt reasserts its influence in Arab geopolitics by linking economic cooperation to 

peacebuilding. 

Solutions and Policy Significance 

 Peace Diplomacy: Renewed international engagement for a two-state solution to stabilize West Asia. 
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 Strategic Participation: India’s investment in SCZONE can complement IMEC, ensuring alternate trade 

connectivity. 

 Diversified Engagement: Expanding bilateral trade into tech, renewable energy, and AI strengthens 

economic resilience. 

 Multilateral Cooperation: Utilize G20, BRICS, and UN forums to advocate for peaceful regional integration. 

Strategic & Societal Implications 

Aspect Implication 

Regional Stability Peace in Gaza essential for transcontinental connectivity. 

India’s Foreign Policy Test of strategic autonomy amid shifting alliances. 

Trade & Logistics Suez Canal remains a crucial node for India-Europe supply chains. 

Global Diplomacy Highlights the interdependence of peace and economic cooperation. 

South-South Cooperation Egypt and India can jointly champion development-driven diplomacy. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Prolonged Gaza conflict and political fragmentation. 

 Divergent interests among IMEC partners (India, Israel, UAE, EU, USA). 

 Risk of IMEC turning symbolic without on-ground implementation. 

 Need for balancing moral diplomacy (Palestine) with realpolitik (Israel). 

 Competition with China’s BRI and parallel connectivity initiatives. 

Conclusion 

The IMEC’s promise as a bridge between India and Europe hinges not just on infrastructure, but on peace and 

political resolution in West Asia. Egypt’s insistence on addressing the Palestinian question underscores that 

economic integration cannot thrive amid conflict. For India, deepening engagement with Egypt — through SCZONE 

participation and diplomatic dialogue — offers both strategic and moral dividends. A stable Middle East will 

ultimately determine whether IMEC evolves into a symbol of cooperation or remains a casualty of unresolved 

geopolitics. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements about the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC): 

1. It was launched during the 2023 G20 Summit in New Delhi. 

2. It aims to connect India with Europe through the Middle East. 

3. The corridor is expected to pass through Israel’s Haifa port. 

4. Egypt is one of the founding members of IMEC. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2, and 3 only  

(c) 2, 3, and 4 only 

(d) 1, 3, and 4 only 

Ans : b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Evaluate the potential of the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZONE) as a strategic partner for India in achieving 

supply chain diversification and enhanced connectivity with Europe and Africa. (150 Words) 
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Page 05 : GS 3 : Science and Tech /  Prelims 

The inauguration of the third production line of Tejas Mk1A and the second line of Hindustan Turbo Trainer-40 

(HTT-40) at HAL’s Nashik facility marks a significant milestone in India’s journey towards defence self-reliance. The 

initiative reflects the government’s focus on indigenisation, technological advancement, and strengthening strategic 

capabilities, aligning with India’s broader national security and Make in India objectives. 
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Issue Overview 

 Core Concern: India’s historical dependence on imported defence equipment limited strategic autonomy 

and operational preparedness. 

 Government Initiative: Establishment of additional production lines to enhance indigenous defence 

manufacturing capacity and reduce reliance on imports. 

 Strategic Objective: Fast-track delivery of modern fighter and trainer aircraft to the Indian Air Force (IAF), 

supporting operational readiness and national security. 
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Key Observations 

 Defence Indigenisation: India has shifted from importing 65–70% of military hardware to manufacturing 

nearly 65% domestically, aiming for 100% self-reliance. 

 HAL’s Role: HAL is central to India’s defence manufacturing ecosystem, providing critical support during 

past operations (e.g., Operation Sindoor). 

 Capacity Expansion: Nashik production line will add 8 Tejas Mk1A aircraft annually, contributing to a total 

projected output of 24 aircraft per year. 

 Economic & Employment Impact: Creation of ~1,000 jobs and involvement of 40+ industry partners 

across Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Defence Manufacturing 
Expansion of HAL production lines for LCA Mk1A and HTT-40 enhances 

domestic production capabilities. 

Strategic Autonomy 
Indigenous fighter jet production reduces import dependence and 

strengthens national security. 

Industry-Academia-Government 

Synergy 

Collaborative approach enables technological innovation and production 

efficiency. 

Employment & Economy Defence production hubs create local employment and industrial growth. 

National Security Faster induction of modern aircraft enhances IAF operational readiness. 

Analytical Perspective 

 Technological Implications: Establishing multiple production lines accelerates innovation, integration of 

advanced systems (e.g., BrahMos missile on Su-30), and operational readiness. 

 Economic Implications: Local industry participation and job creation enhance regional economies and 

support MSME growth. 

 Strategic Implications: Increased domestic production mitigates dependence on foreign suppliers, 

reduces vulnerabilities, and strengthens deterrence capabilities. 

 Policy Lens: Government reforms post-2014 focused on private sector participation, advanced planning, 

and indigenous R&D, reshaping India’s defence ecosystem. 

Solutions and Policy Significance 

 Capacity Building: Expanding production lines and modern assembly facilities to meet IAF requirements. 
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 Private Sector Collaboration: Engaging industry partners across multiple states to strengthen the supply 

chain. 

 R&D and Innovation: Integration of advanced technology and indigenous systems ensures self-reliance 

and operational efficiency. 

 Long-term Planning: Incremental expansion plans (e.g., Nashik facility’s future 10 aircraft/year capacity) 

align with strategic defence preparedness. 

Strategic & Societal Implications 

Aspect Implication 

Defence Self-Reliance Strengthens national security and reduces strategic vulnerabilities. 

Regional Employment Creation of jobs and industrial clusters supports local economies. 

National Pride & 

Capability 

Indigenous design, production, and deployment boosts India’s global defence 

stature. 

Policy & Governance Demonstrates effectiveness of government-industry-academia collaboration. 

Military Preparedness Faster induction of modern aircraft ensures readiness for current and future threats. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Scaling production to meet IAF demand while maintaining quality. 

 Integrating private sector capabilities efficiently across states. 

 Sustaining R&D for next-generation aircraft and defence technologies. 

 Managing supply chain dependencies for critical components. 

 Balancing economic, strategic, and technological priorities simultaneously. 

Conclusion 

The launch of HAL’s Nashik production lines for Tejas Mk1A and HTT-40 highlights India’s journey from import 

dependence to defence self-reliance. Strategic investments in indigenous manufacturing, coupled with government-

industry collaboration, enhance operational readiness, create employment, and strengthen national security. 

Continued expansion, innovation, and policy support are essential to achieve complete indigenisation of defence 

capabilities, ensuring that India can design, produce, and deploy advanced systems independently while fostering 

economic growth. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following statements about Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) Nashik facility is/are 

correct? 

1. It has started the third production line for Tejas Mk1A. 

2. The Nashik facility is intended to produce 24 Tejas aircraft per year. 

3. HAL is planning to shut down its Bengaluru facility after Nashik comes online. 

Options: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

Ans: a)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the significance of the HAL Nashik production lines for Tejas Mk1A and HTT-40 in strengthening 

India’s defence self-reliance.  
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Page 06 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims  

The 75th anniversary of China-India diplomatic ties and the 80th anniversary of the United Nations provide a critical 

context to reflect on the evolving global governance system. Recent engagements between the leaders of China 

and India, particularly through multilateral platforms such as SCO and BRICS, highlight the role of these two Asian 

powers in promoting multipolarity, multilateralism, and a people-centered approach to international relations. 

Initiatives like the Global Governance Initiative (GGI) aim to reform and strengthen global governance, addressing 

the challenges of unilateralism, protectionism, and hegemonism. 
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Issue Overview 

 Core Concern: Existing global governance frameworks face legitimacy and effectiveness challenges amid 

rising unilateralism, protectionism, and geopolitical volatility. 

 Bilateral Context: China-India cooperation is seen as a stabilizing factor in regional and global politics, 

leveraging the combined influence of over 2.8 billion people. 

 Strategic Objective: Enhance multilateral decision-making, equitable participation of developing nations, 

and sustainable solutions to global challenges. 

Key Observations 
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 Bilateral Engagement: From 2014–2024, Xi Jinping and Narendra Modi met 18 times, strengthening 

mutual trust, respect, and cooperation. 

 Multilateral Cooperation: Engagements through SCO, BRICS, and G20 summits underline the importance 

of Asia and Eurasia in shaping global governance. 

 Global Governance Initiative (GGI): Aims to reform the existing international system around sovereign 

equality, rule of law, multilateralism, people-centered approach, and real results. 

 Positive Trajectory: Peace and stability along China-India borders, direct flight resumption, and dialogue-

oriented problem-solving reinforce the narrative of partnership, not rivalry. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Diplomacy & Bilateral Relations China-India high-level meetings improve strategic trust and collaboration. 

Multilateralism SCO, BRICS, and UN-centered reforms strengthen cooperative decision-making. 

Global Governance GGI addresses legitimacy, equity, and effectiveness deficits in the current system. 

Regional Stability Asia-centric cooperation promotes peace and development in Eurasia. 

Developing Countries Initiatives emphasize solidarity, rejuvenation, and shared development benefits. 

Analytical Perspective 

 Strategic Implications: China and India, as major Asian powers, are positioned to influence multipolar 

global order and promote equitable participation of developing countries. 

 Policy Implications: GGI proposes actionable reforms based on sovereignty, law, multilateralism, and 

people-centered outcomes, enhancing the legitimacy of global institutions. 

 Bilateral Implications: Constructive dialogue, conflict management, and mutual accommodation pave the 

way for stable regional cooperation. 

 Global Impact: Strengthening multilateralism and equitable governance can counter unilateral tendencies 

and contribute to sustainable peace and development. 

Solutions and Policy Significance 

 Reform Existing Institutions: Strengthen UN and other multilateral platforms to be more representative 

and effective. 

 Enhance Strategic Communication: Regular high-level engagements to build trust and prevent 

misperceptions. 

 Promote People-Centered Policies: Focus on welfare, sustainable development, and equitable growth for 

all nations. 
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 Shared Responsibility: Developed countries provide resources, while developing countries collaborate to 

address global challenges. 

Strategic & Societal Implications 

Aspect Implication 

Global Governance 
GGI and China-India cooperation improve effectiveness and equity in international 

affairs. 

Regional Stability 
Bilateral partnership reduces potential conflicts and fosters peace in Asia and 

Eurasia. 

Developing World 

Empowerment 

Solidarity initiatives support common development and greater participation in 

global decision-making. 

Multilateralism 
Strengthening SCO, BRICS, and UN-based platforms enhances collective problem-

solving. 

Long-term Global Order 
Collaborative leadership contributes to a multipolar, rules-based international 

system. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Managing strategic rivalry while fostering cooperation. 

 Ensuring effective implementation of GGI principles across diverse geopolitical contexts. 

 Balancing national interests with collective global welfare. 

 Countering unilateralism and hegemonism from major powers outside the China-India axis. 

 Sustaining long-term regional and global trust amid economic, political, and security shifts. 

Conclusion 

China and India, through strengthened bilateral engagement and multilateral cooperation, are poised to play a 

leading role in reforming global governance. Initiatives like the Global Governance Initiative (GGI) aim to make 

international institutions more equitable, people-centered, and results-oriented, addressing contemporary 

challenges such as unilateralism, protectionism, and strategic instability. Constructive dialogue, shared 

responsibility, and regional cooperation can ensure that the 21st century becomes genuinely multipolar, advancing 

peace, sustainable development, and the collective interests of humanity. 
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 UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following statements regarding India–Russia oil trade in 2025 is correct? 

a) India completely stopped importing oil from Russia in 2025. 

b) India remains the largest buyer of Russian oil, though imports fell by ~45% in some PSUs between June–Sept 

2025. 

c) India imposed penalty tariffs on the U.S. due to energy imports. 

d) Russia no longer exports oil to India.  

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques. Analyse the role of India-China bilateral diplomacy in promoting peace, stability, and sustainable 

development in Asia and beyond. How does it contribute to strengthening multilateralism? (250 Words) 
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Page : 09 : GS 3 : Environement / Prelims 

Karnataka’s recent environmental challenges, including multiple tiger deaths and escalating human-animal conflicts, 

highlight the stark gap between governmental sustainability rhetoric and on-ground ecological realities. 

Infrastructure and development projects, such as hydroelectric plants, transmission lines, and railway projects, are 

being prioritised over forest conservation, leading to habitat fragmentation, biodiversity loss, and socio-ecological 

tensions. This underscores the need for a balanced approach that aligns development objectives with ecological 

integrity. 
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Issue Overview 

 Core Concern: Government-approved infrastructure projects in ecologically sensitive areas compromise 

forest integrity, biodiversity, and wildlife habitats. 
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 Human-Wildlife Conflict: Rising cases of elephant, tiger, leopard, and wild boar attacks are direct 

outcomes of habitat loss and encroachment. 

 Policy Contradictions: While official statements stress sustainability, project approvals and delayed forest 

protection measures exacerbate environmental degradation. 

Key Observations 

 Infrastructure Impacts: Projects such as Sharavathi and Varahi pumped-storage schemes, mini-hydel 

projects in Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, and Hubballi–Ankola railway line threaten ecologically sensitive 

zones. 

 Biodiversity Risks: Forest diversions endanger species like the lion-tailed macaque and tigers, disrupting 

prey-predator dynamics and migration routes. 

 Conflict Statistics: 35,580 human-wildlife conflict incidents reported in 2024–25; 22,483 cases involve 

elephants. Human fatalities due to wildlife and crop losses are increasing. 

 Encroachment Issues: Over 44,812 forest encroachment cases pending across Karnataka, further reducing 

forest cover and intensifying conflicts. 

 Policy Inconsistencies: Approvals often bypass ecological considerations, while mitigation measures are 

cosmetic and insufficient. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Environmental 

Conservation 

Western Ghats and Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary face ecological threats from 

infrastructure projects. 

Biodiversity Protection 
Endangered species like tigers and lion-tailed macaques are at risk due to habitat 

fragmentation. 

Human-Wildlife Conflict Rising incidents of attacks on humans and livestock highlight ecological imbalance. 

Governance & Policy 
Gap between sustainability rhetoric and project approvals erodes environmental 

credibility. 

Community Engagement 
Local communities face livelihood losses, reducing support for conservation 

initiatives. 

Analytical Perspective 

 Ecological Implications: Habitat fragmentation, deforestation, and river ecosystem disruption threaten 

long-term biodiversity and ecological stability. 

 Socio-Economic Implications: Crop raids, livestock deaths, and human fatalities undermine community 

livelihoods and human well-being. 
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 Governance Implications: Policy inconsistency and delayed enforcement of forest protection measures 

weaken institutional credibility and rule of law. 

 Strategic Conservation Lens: Sustainable development requires balancing infrastructure needs with 

environmental integrity and local community participation. 

Solutions and Policy Significance 

 Strict Environmental Assessment: Implement rigorous ecological impact assessments before approving 

infrastructure projects. 

 Habitat Restoration: Time-bound restoration of degraded or encroached forest lands, especially elephant 

and tiger corridors. 

 Community-Centric Conservation: Engage local communities in forest protection, compensatory 

measures, and conflict mitigation. 

 Sustainable Development Planning: Integrate renewable energy, transmission, and transport projects 

with minimal ecological disruption. 

 Policy Coherence: Align state-level project approvals with environmental laws, NBWL recommendations, 

and ecological priorities. 

Strategic & Societal Implications 

Aspect Implication 

Wildlife Conservation Protecting endangered species maintains ecological balance and biodiversity. 

Human Safety & 

Livelihood 
Reducing conflicts ensures community well-being and sustainable livelihoods. 

Governance Credibility 
Transparent, consistent policies strengthen public trust and enforcement of 

environmental laws. 

Sustainable Development 
Environmentally sensitive infrastructure planning supports long-term socio-economic 

growth. 

Ecological Resilience 
Maintaining forest cover and connectivity safeguards ecosystem services and climate 

resilience. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Overriding political or economic priorities over ecological concerns. 

 Large-scale habitat fragmentation from cumulative impact of multiple projects. 

 Escalating human-wildlife conflict threatening lives and local support for conservation. 

 Backlog of forest encroachment cases and inadequate enforcement. 

 Balancing development demands with stringent ecological protection and legal compliance. 
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Conclusion 

Karnataka’s environmental scenario illustrates a critical disconnect between policy rhetoric and practical action. 

Infrastructure projects, coupled with encroachments and habitat loss, are increasing human-wildlife conflict and 

threatening biodiversity. Effective conservation requires integrated planning, rigorous ecological safeguards, 

community engagement, and consistent policy implementation. Without reconciling development with 

environmental integrity, sustainability goals remain aspirational, while both wildlife and human communities bear 

the adverse consequences. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : Which of the following statements about the HAL Tejas Mk1A production line in Nashik is/are correct? 

1. It is the first production line of Tejas Mk1A in India. 

2. Nashik line has an initial capacity of 8 aircraft per year, contributing to a total projected 24 aircraft per year. 

3. The project has created over 1,000 jobs and involved more than 40 industry partners. 

Select the correct answer: 

A) 1 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2, and 3 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Examine the challenges of balancing infrastructure development with biodiversity conservation in Karnataka, 

with reference to tiger and elephant habitats. (150 Words) 
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In News : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims 

The 19th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Mid-Term Ministerial Meeting held in Kampala, Uganda, reflects the 

continued relevance of NAM in the contemporary multipolar world. Established during the Cold War to uphold 

sovereignty, independence, and neutrality, NAM has evolved into a platform for South-South cooperation, digital 

equity, and sustainable development. India, as a founding member, continues to advocate for reinvigorating NAM 

to address 21st-century global challenges while maintaining strategic autonomy. 

Issue Overview 

 Core Concern: In a world dominated by major 

power blocs, smaller and developing countries 

need a platform to assert their sovereignty, 

promote cooperation, and influence global 

governance. 

 Strategic Objective: Utilize NAM as a forum to 

advance balanced autonomy, equitable 

development, and collective action on climate, 

technology, and trade. 

 India’s Role: Strengthening NAM’s relevance for 

multipolarity, promoting South-South 

cooperation, and advocating global partnership without antagonizing major powers. 

Key Observations 

 Historical Context: NAM founded in 1961 in Belgrade, rooted in the 1955 Bandung Principles, led by Nehru, 

Nasser, Tito, Sukarno, and Nkrumah. 

 Membership & Influence: 120 countries (53 Africa, 39 Asia, 26 Latin America & Caribbean, 2 Europe), 17 

observers, 10 observer organisations; represents ~60% of UN membership. 

 Structure & Functioning: Operates without permanent secretariat, charter, or budget; decisions based on 

consensus and rotational leadership. 

 Contemporary Focus: Digital equity, global governance reform, climate resilience, South-South 

cooperation, and sustainable development. 
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Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Sovereignty & Non-

Alignment 
Upholds principles of strategic autonomy and independence in a multipolar world. 

Global Governance 
NAM provides a collective voice for reforming international institutions and 

promoting fairness. 

South-South Cooperation 
Encourages collaboration on technology, trade, and climate resilience among 

developing nations. 

International Diplomacy 
India leverages NAM to maintain balanced engagement with major powers while 

promoting multilateralism. 

Sustainable Development 
NAM addresses 21st-century global challenges including climate action, digital 

divide, and equitable growth. 

Analytical Perspective 

 Strategic Implications: NAM serves as a platform for developing nations to assert autonomy, collaborate 

on common challenges, and influence global norms. 

 India’s Role: Balances engagement with major powers while leading initiatives on South-South cooperation 

and global governance reforms. 

 Policy Implications: NAM’s evolution from a Cold War bloc to a modern forum reflects adaptability, 

relevance, and opportunity for shaping multipolar global order. 

 Global Impact: Collective action through NAM can enhance digital equity, climate resilience, and fair trade 

practices, benefiting both member nations and the broader global community. 

Solutions and Policy Significance 

 Revitalizing NAM: Promote its role as a relevant, proactive forum in the 21st century. 

 South-South Collaboration: Strengthen technology sharing, trade partnerships, and climate action 

initiatives. 

 Digital Equity & Sustainable Development: Address the global digital divide and climate vulnerabilities 

of developing countries. 

 Multilateral Advocacy: Leverage NAM’s collective voice to influence reforms in UN and other global 

governance institutions. 

Strategic & Societal Implications 
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Aspect Implication 

Global Governance NAM reinforces the voice of developing nations in international decision-making. 

Regional Cooperation Promotes South-South partnerships and knowledge sharing in technology and trade. 

Strategic Autonomy Provides a platform for non-alignment and balanced foreign policy engagement. 

Sustainable 

Development 
Supports collaborative efforts in climate resilience, health, and equitable growth. 

Multipolar World Order 
Strengthens collective agency of member nations, reducing dominance of single 

powers. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Maintaining unity among diverse member nations with varying priorities. 

 Ensuring NAM’s relevance in the 21st-century geopolitical and economic context. 

 Balancing non-alignment with practical engagement in global power politics. 

 Effectively addressing digital divide, climate change, and technological gaps among members. 

 Translating consensus into tangible actions in multilateral forums. 

 

Conclusion 

The 19th NAM Mid-Term Ministerial Meeting underscores the enduring significance of strategic non-alignment in 

a multipolar world. By promoting South-South cooperation, digital equity, sustainable development, and global 

governance reforms, NAM remains a platform for developing countries to exercise collective agency. India’s 

proactive role ensures that NAM evolves into a relevant forum for addressing contemporary challenges while 

preserving the principles of autonomy, neutrality, and multilateral partnership. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following countries were among the founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement 

(NAM)? 

1) India 

2) Egypt 

3) Yugoslavia 

4) Indonesia 



    

                    
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

25 

5) Ghana 

Options: 

a) 1, 2, 3, 4 

b) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

c) 1, 2, 4, 5 

d) 1, 3, 4 

Ans : b)  

 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Critically analyze how NAM can be revitalized to address contemporary global challenges such as digital 

divide, climate change, and equitable development. Assess India’s potential leadership role in this process. (150 

Words) 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis  



    

                    
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

27 

 
 

 

 

 

Context :  

The recent visit of Afghanistan’s Acting Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi to New Delhi underscores India’s 

proactive engagement with Afghanistan to stabilise the war-torn country. Beyond symbolic diplomacy, India aims 

GS. Paper 2– International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Analyse India’s post-New Delhi engagement with Afghanistan and its 

implications for regional stability and India’s strategic interests. (150 Words) 
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to establish itself as a credible humanitarian partner while safeguarding strategic interests, countering cross-border 

terrorism, and promoting socio-economic development. 

Issue Overview 

 Core Concern: Afghanistan faces political instability, security threats from IS-K and TTP, water scarcity, and 

socio-economic fragility. 

 India’s Strategic Objective: Ensure regional stability, promote humanitarian aid, and prevent Afghan 

territory from being used against India. 

 Diplomatic Balancing: Engagement must also navigate Pakistan’s sensitivities while ensuring Afghanistan’s 

autonomy and development. 

Key Observations 

 Security & Terrorism: Taliban condemned Pahalgam attack; Kabul pledges non-use of territory for attacks 

on India. UN Security Council acknowledges Taliban’s action against IS-K but notes operational limitations. 

 Drug Eradication: India can support crop substitution and narcotics control programmes to curb meth 

cultivation and cross-border drug trafficking. 

 Water & Infrastructure: Shahtoot Dam project on Kabul river addresses urgent water scarcity; potential 

negotiations needed with Pakistan regarding Indus water rights. 

 Education & Skill Development: Women’s education and e-scholarships need expansion; aligning 

education with investments (e.g., mining) can generate employment and capacity building. 

 Whole-of-Government Approach: Coordinated action across finance, infrastructure, and foreign policy is 

essential to ensure long-term stability and India’s relevance. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Regional Security 
Afghanistan’s stability is key to India’s national security and counterterrorism 

strategy. 

Diplomacy & Humanitarian 

Engagement 
India projects itself as a responsible and stabilising partner in South Asia. 

Development & Infrastructure Water projects, education, and skill-building foster long-term stability. 

Cross-Border Relations 
Managing Pakistan’s influence on Taliban and fostering bilateral cooperation 

indirectly. 

Economic Interests 
Trade and transit potential ($10 billion) depends on stable Afghan 

governance and security. 
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Analytical Perspective 

 Strategic Implications: Afghanistan’s stabilisation strengthens India’s regional security, counters terrorism, 

and limits external influence from hostile actors. 

 Diplomatic Implications: Step-by-step engagement with the Taliban and coordination with international 

community enhances India’s image as a humanitarian and strategic partner. 

 Economic Implications: Infrastructure, skill development, and trade linkages can create sustainable 

economic growth and reduce instability. 

 Policy Lens: Long-term, consistent policy across governments is essential; “whole-of-government” 

coordination ensures effectiveness in security, diplomacy, and development initiatives. 

Solutions and Policy Significance 

 Security Collaboration: Support Afghan anti-terror initiatives and capacity building without directly 

confronting local sensitivities. 

 Development Programmes: Expand drug eradication-linked crop substitution, infrastructure projects, and 

vocational training aligned with Indian investments. 

 Education Initiatives: Scale e-scholarships and promote women’s education to empower Afghan youth. 

 Diplomatic Strategy: Maintain consistent, long-term engagement, balancing relations with Pakistan while 

ensuring Afghan sovereignty. 

Strategic & Societal Implications 

Aspect Implication 

Regional Stability 
Stabilising Afghanistan contributes to broader South Asian peace and reduces cross-

border terrorism. 

Humanitarian 

Outreach 
India strengthens soft power and global image through aid and development initiatives. 

Economic 

Development 

Infrastructure, skill-building, and trade opportunities support long-term economic 

growth. 

Diplomatic Influence 
Step-by-step engagement positions India as a credible partner and mediator in regional 

affairs. 

Counterterrorism Reduces the likelihood of Afghan territory being used for attacks against India. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Taliban’s internal power dynamics may limit implementation of agreed commitments. 

 Pakistan’s strategic influence over Taliban can undermine India’s initiatives. 
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 Resource constraints and administrative capacity may hamper education, infrastructure, and narcotics 

programmes. 

 Ensuring continuity of policy across successive Indian governments. 

 Balancing humanitarian engagement with hard security concerns in a volatile region. 

Conclusion 

India’s engagement with Afghanistan post-New Delhi visit represents a strategic blend of humanitarian assistance, 

security cooperation, and diplomatic influence. Stabilising Afghanistan requires coordinated action across 

governance, development, and education sectors while navigating regional sensitivities, particularly with Pakistan. 

Long-term, consistent engagement will enhance India’s credibility, promote regional stability, and generate 

economic and security benefits, contributing to a safer and more resilient South Asia. 
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