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Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

fehanistan is open
A 1o dialogue and di-
plomacy for a

peaceful resolution of its
conflict with Pakistan, but
ift the efforts do not suc-
ceed, it has “other means®,
said the acting Foreign Mi-
nister of the Taliban admi-
nistration, Amir Khan Mut-
tagi, on Sunday in
response to the border
clashes between the two
colntries.

“There are some special
groups in Pakistan thar are
trying to disturb our rela-
tions, After they initiated
hostile activities last week,
we responded to defend
our territory, and after
that, our friends Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar intervened.
Our doors are open for dia-
logue, but if Pakistan does
not take this opportuniry,
then we have other

g foig

Taliban say Pakistan harbouring IS fighters from
West Asia and must look into its ‘internal failures’

means,” he said.

Mr. Muttagi was holding
asecond press conference
in the Embassy of Afghan-
istan here after facing a
bacllash for not including
women media profession-
als in his Friday interaction
with the media. He said the
previous interaction was
organised at “short notice,
and the exclusion of wo-
men journalists happened
from a “technical error”.

Retaliatory strikes
Pakistan carried out air-
strikes against targets in
Kabul on Thursday, and in
response, the Afghan De-
fence Forces conducted
aperations across the Du-
rand Line in which 58 Pa-
kistani soldiers were killed,
said  Zabiullah Mujahid,
spokesperson of the Tali-
ban administration.

Mr. Mujahid accused Pa-
kistan of sheltering 1S fight-
ers from multiple coun-

1. e oy 3R wferiry
o UM A HIYA & 3eR BT SIS (@8I -T-amfera i) & fSbHI oI F=IH1 sHId. gU gals ga

feul

o 3BT &I §@l A STATel HIRATS BT, HIYT AR W FIS I & UR 58 b1 A AR Y|

Talking tough: Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqgi, left,
addressing a press conference in Mew Dethi on Sunday. FTi

tries in West Asia, and said
Pakistan-based IS elements
were behind the attacks in
Russia and [ran.

Following heavy clashes
on Sunday, Pakistan has
captured 19 Afghan border
posts, and the border
crossings between the two
countries have been shut
u_mpnranl\u in view of the

Pakistan had claimed
that Thursday’s air strikes
in Kabul eliminated the
leader of the Tehreek-e-Ta-
libsan Pakistan (TTP), Mufii
Noor Wali Mehsood, a
claim that was denied by
sources in the TTP.

Pakistan  has  been
claiming that TTP is draw-
ing support from the Af
han Taliban administra-

tion and is using Afghan
territory to launch attacks
against it. Responding to
the accusations, Mr. Murtta-
qi said the real problem is
Pakistan's  inability to
maintain law and order
along the Durand Line and
the forced expulsion of the
Afghan refugees from Pa-
kistan.

“There are no terror
groups inside Afghanistan,
We have removed them all
over the last four years, Pa-
kistan, which carried out
attacks deep inside Af-
ghanistan, is unable to
stop attacks that are taking
place deep inside its own
territory, They should ook
into their internal failures,”
said Mr. Muttagi, urging
Pakistan to control the law
and order situation along
the Durand Line,

“We have established
our control inside Afghan-

istan after four decades of

war. Why is Pakistan un-

Open to Pak. talks, but have options: Muttaqi

Pakistan has been claiming that the TTP is using
Afghan support and territory to launch attacks

Minister says women journalists were left out of
Friday’s press conference due to ‘technical error’

able to establish control on
its own territories?” asked
Mr. Muttagi who ad-
dressed the press confe-
rence with 2 large flag of
the Taliban-run Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) and expressed “re
gret” for many of the
deaths that took place dur-
ing the war in Afghanistan.

Condition of women
Faced with multiple ques-
tions on the condition of
women in Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan, Mr. Muttagi
said, “Afghanistan has ls-
lamic rule. In Islam, eve-
rvone’s rights are protect-
ed, be it men or women.
Everyone has rights. There
is  no o restriction  on
anyone.”

He =aid Afghanistan has
10 million students attend-
ing schools and other edu-
cational  institutes,  of
which 2.8 million are wo-
men and girls, adding.

“There are limitations in
specific parts, and that
does not mean that we op-
pose education. We have
not declared it to be “ha-
ram'”.

Continuing his remarks
on the women in Afghanis-
tan, Mr. Murtagi said the
“Talibun's first priority was
o bring an end to the war.
“We have adopted such
policies that will slowly
bring change so that no
conflict arises in the fu-
ture, We have to carry eve-
ryone along with us and
make policies according-
Iy, said Mr. Muttaqi in his
first extensive remarks
about the harsh anti-wo-
men policies that the Tali-
ban has adopted since re-
turning to power in August
2021

He is expected o hold a
meeting in FICCI on Mon-
day where Afghan-Indian
trade interests will be in fo-
LIS,
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N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

The first season of excava-
tions carried out by the Ta-
mil Nadu State Department
of Archaeology (TNSDA) at
Thirumalapuram in Tenka-
si district has brought to
light the presence of Iron
Age culture close to the
Western Ghats in Tamil
Nadu.

According to tentative
estimates, the site could
date back to the early to
mid-third millennium BCE,
similar to Adichanallur and
Sivagalai. Official sources
said the exact period
would be confirmed
through scientific analyses.

Burial site

According to the recently
released report, Archaeo-
logical Excavations in Ta-
mil Nadu: A Preliminary
Report, the burial site at
Thirumalapuram  covers
nearly 35 acres and lies

the present-day village,
between two seasonal
streams that rise from the
Western Ghats near the Ku-

about 10 km northwest of

Rich yield: An um burial site at Thirumalapuram in Tamil N,

Initial findings point to Iron Age
origins at new excavation site in T.N.

7

adu’s

Tenkasi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lasegarapereri tank. Dur-
ing the first season of exca-
vations started last year,
TNSDA archaeologists dug
37 trenches and unearthed
several artefacts, including
a rectangular stone slab
chamber with urn burials
and urns, a first-of-its-kind
discovery in Tamil Nadu.

The chamber, made of
35 stone slabs, was filled
with cobblestones up to a
depth of 1.5 metres.

The excavations also
yielded a rich collection of
ceramics found in graves
and among grave goods.
These included white-

painted black-and-red
ware, red ware, red-
slipped ware, black-pol-
ished ware, and coarse red
ware.

Unique feature

The black-and-red ware,
black ware, and black-
slipped ware types had
white-painted designs, a
unique feature first report-
ed from T. Kallupatti and
later from Adichanallur, Si-
vagalai, Thulukkarpatti,
and Korkai, the report
said.
According to the report,
ymbols on the urns were

S

among the most striking
discoveries at Thirumalap-
uram. One red-slipped pot
featured dotted designs
showing a human figure, a
mountain, a deer, and a
tortoise.

A total of 78 antiquities
made of bone, gold,
bronze, and iron were also
found. They include a
tweezer, sword, spear-
head, gold ring, axe, dag-
ger, chisel, bonehead, and
arrowhead. Three tiny gold
rings were found in an urn
at a depth of 0.49 metres.
Each ring measures 4.8
mm in diameter and
weighs less than one
milligram.

Based on the unearthed
materials, archaeologists
believe this site dates to
Iron Age. Official sources
said the dating remains
tentative as studies are still
under way. Comparisons
with sites such as Sivagalai
and Adichanallur, dated
between 3,345 BCE and
2,513 BCE respectively, sug-
gest that Thirumalapuram
could be placed in the ear-
ly to mid-third millennium
BCE.

IG B g&I fa=iwang

1. ITge faarur
o WM fTFAAYRA, TSR i & aa Tia AT 10 fordt SwR-ufdm #|
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NEW DELHI

of State for External

Affairs  Kirtivardhan
Singh to represent the
country at the Peace Sum-
mit on Gaza in Sharm el
Sheikh to be co-hosted by
Egypt and the United
States on Monday, officials
confirmed to The Hindu.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was among more
than 20 world leaders in-
vited over the weekend to
attend the summit, which
will be co-hosted by Egyp-
tian President Abdel Fattah
el-8isi and U8, President
Donald Trump, to discuss
the ceasefire deal between
Israel and Hamas, bro-
kered mainly by negotia-
tors from the LS., Egypt,
and Qatar.

However, given the
short notice, Mr. Modi,
whaose invitation was deli-
vered by Egyptian Ambas-
sador Kamel Galal, de
clined the invitatlon. Mr.
Modi had also met U.S. spe-
cial envoy and Ambassa-
dor-designate Sergio Gor
in Delhi on Saturday.

l ndia will send Minister

Egypt’s FM to visit Delhi
Mr. Singh left for Cairo on
Sunday and will travel to
Sharm el-Shelkh on Mon-
day, the officials said. Mr.
Modiis, however, expected
1o meet Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty la-

THE 342 HINDU

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who declined the invitation from Egypt due to the short notice

ter this week, who is tra-
velling to Delhi to hold the
India-Egypt Strategic
Dialogue.

According 0 sources,
Mr. Abdelatty’s visit Is part
of the Sisi-Modi Strategic
Partnesship  Agreement
signed in January 2023,
and this is his first visit to
India since taking over in
2024, Mr. Ahdelarty has
been in frequent contact
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S, Jaishankar, including
during Operation Sindoor
in May, and Egypt had
strongly condemned the
Pahalgam terror attacks
Mr. Abdelatty is also ex-
pected to brief the govern-
ment on the plans for the
reconstruction of Gaza.

Although Egypt is not a
member of the India-Mid
dle East-Europe Economic
Corridor  (IMEC), it has
been keen to alter-
native route alignments

Key gathering: More thao 20 world leaders are ex
Sharm ek-Sheikh Summit for Peace on Manday. £L

EWS PAF

a sends Minister to
Egypt for Gaza summit

New Dethi will be represented by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh in place

through Sharm el-Sheikh
with India, given the secur-
ity issues with lsrael’s Haifa
port, where the current
alignment lies,

Among those who have
confirmed their participa-
tion at Monday's event in
Sharm el-Sheikh are UN Se-
cretary-General  Antonio
Guterres and the leaders of
France, Italy, Spain, and
the UK, A number of lead-
ers from Europe, the Gulf
region, and other parts of
Asla are expected w be
there as well.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will artend.
Iran’s leadership, which re-
ceived a surprise invita-
tion, has declined ft, as has
Hamas.

Ttis still unclear wheth
er Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu or
the Palestinian Authority
President, Mahmoud Ab-
bas, would attend.

On Monday morning,
Mr. Trump will be in jeru-
salem 1o address the Istaeli
parliament as he and Mr.
Netanyahu await the
lease of 20 Israeh hostages
still alive and the return of
remaining bodies of those
who have died since they
were ahducted by Hamas
during the 2023 terror at-
tacks, Israel will release
about 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners.

Finalise truce deal

Mr. Abdelatty spoke by te-
lephone to his counter-
parts in a number of coun-
tries, said the Fgyptian
Foreign Ministry on Sun-
day, and conveyed the invi-
tation from President Sisi
and President Trump to
witness the signing of a
peace agreement.

“During the calls, Minis-
ter Abdelatty discussed the
substantive arrangements
of the summit, which is a
historie summit aimed at
ending the war on the Gaza
Strip,” said the statement.

“The summit seeks to
belp restore regional stabil-
ity and alleviate the suffer-
ing of the Palestinian peo-
ple in ¢ in line with
U Presidemt  Donald
Trump'’s vision for peace in
the region,” it added.

Mr. Modi bad welcomed
the Gaza ceasefire agree-
ment last week and spoke
to Mr. Trump over the tele-

hone to congratulate him.

75 pifdadq e e & o -2 & RRaR Iwia # YRd &1 ufafRfia |

R HH:IQ'H%W 3T ORI 3R gHNH & o9 ARST-FI-saR &t Aeaydr ara Juy R gHsid &
|
Yoy A} &1 afdard U § e 78t g1 &1 fAufg afsifes anurst &) gxifar g, 7 f& Ioe g &1

2. 3 Wi Afys qun

HOgd hIAT

20 ¥ ¥ fay AaT ok TRy A @ €, RoFd it &
o TP, 3oalt, WA 3R gb & AT
o UIfHH & YYHHAT T TRH




. THE=ERHINDU J

T
<M =T g
o M 3R U A FAHAT Y SRATPR DX 1|

. g%uﬁﬁmﬁ%%%wﬁwmaﬁwﬁa@ﬁ@ﬁmﬁ
!

3. GHHIOR RIS JS1a

iy & facw 73 95 3rsderil WRd-Fr Yurifae ardf & fore 39 Itareg & 3id # =73 feesi &1 SRT |

Tg g RRA-A} oMo TrEieRt IHsid (2023) TR 31YTRd g

et R TN YA 3R &g fRRar demrsft & aR # HRd &I TSR iU o &t 3w g

B URA-T8 g4-R0 S TTIerIR (STETHS) & TR SOR™A & IS 968 & U SRR &
PRU YR & 1Y dobfetch ATIR @] bl Ht I B 8T 2|

4. wiifa ufesar faera

o R g B ggfvm ok Bt & eMH-UeH W gdieR g
o ZURISA ~ 2,000 fhferei-t iy o fegr Hem |
o THR 20 SHTST SUD! DI RET HUM|
o TEITON R I bl TG BT 3R AR i o P Y &y fRRAT 981d BT 81

Rifa® 3R gda feidpe

Rifa® fawg FaHT W
HRA- g UM ITEieRt (2023) &fT, IR 3R & i ugal § TITTd Tga|
R Y afi R Wﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂqaﬁﬁ%mé{m&ﬁgmeﬁvmwww
|
YRA-Aed Yd-JR19 onfdfep feraRT | aobfetras ATt & T ot 3 SuRelt eflg dafaefact mfawitead R et
[CIERGER) SINCIR
TefRUeMT 3R UGS WoaT | YRd &1 AUt URfierRt uforad wifeaa & o wqfed ge-ifa & i 21
, YR STl 3R dguelia dal & [rem ¥ Jusf & gl JaTem &1
UG Y IR TEUETS T BT g
fazavomers uftea
1. Agfera ge-iifa
o TYMHA b IO HH TR P U B AeM b1 HRA BT Fufy uEfae dewiar @ gxfar § - as
yfagfedr & wnfia gu fomr Je1a s 3@ |

o wiifoyyf T8 SR SI-I1Y THTYH TR WRd &1 AR RUf 3 Aeiqd S 3|
2. fire & 1Y A§Y HoIgd HIAT
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3. UIRd &1 ufyw vlRr snsedia & fou fafgard

o  YRJ P YFGRT &ty nifa fHwator yarat # FReR urifiiear &1 Tahd St ]
o &I H YRT B SHoll YR&T 3R YaRH URATA! & gl BT qHdT axarg |
o ARSI 3R 3R & A aTell il & o YR B IS =TT 6! TG |

4. 3fY AT € § Igad

. ?yshwrﬁﬁmw-ﬁmﬁ@mﬁwﬁ U URUR® Ui uyd R &g agueia ge-ifd &1 ddhd ad
|
o URA B UTCR] T5-YdH Tus THHT U8d &1 ZRT §9 B ST dardl HI g™l Bl

Juifae fafgard

YRd & fore: af¥yes wifa uforanstt & wftha afes= Sgfera yfie vefia o= gl

o & fore: TR, Sibient iR 1 gd & o9 U IoHs g & &0 § 0t fRUfY &1 7eigd a6

&7 ¥ T g & w1g & GAMHAT R A IganT & forT Tad SHTRImdTe &1 Wdhd ool 3

IMEC aﬁ??&ﬁﬂ%%@mﬂmﬁmﬁmﬁmm&Wﬁﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁ
TS B

3T Y gAIfear

Ig YAd &1 for SoRm™e SR 89T & &9 Ad Ay & st g o™ w14 B
ORI, 3R AT 3R IE & 1Y Teielf Y Teh 1 Aferd o |

Y YHTTIT TTTe § AT Gerddl SR AT iy &1 yeied |

fipTerii-Tt Ao & &ol TR SHARIPT Hall W ydlepur I ST

A

I -G T FRRR THe & YRd &1 iRt dare ok 2ifa R ffgd saa Sgifas de-ifa &1 Y@ifed sl
81 gt aifoifRes arersit 3 gur st o @R a1, 98 g Tt Fifdada Rig & arem 9 78 ek &1 Jema wifa vt
ﬁ?ﬁvéﬁmuﬂﬂaﬁa?muwaﬁmwaﬁm%U@ﬂmﬁmmﬁrﬁﬂam%aﬁa YRd
éf\%;rrﬁr fRRAT R T R F o TRHI F TEy VRIS Wl ) A BT TR HA I
@A gl
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Page : 09 : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Prelims

YR 9R-4R Tge & 3 Iy fdare Tty & g & 0 § Rfid B 6T § - T Q! R Pt
BT AT ST UT| Hog Yex IR SeHd AT (THAIEY) §RI 8 & § SEid YRd fyarg
TJHIYM (TSIR) T8 A T Heayul s &1 fifgd foran, o oy afye wegwiar fadivs W Swwel & Ty
%@%—@mmﬁwsﬁﬁumaﬁaaﬁﬁwﬁwmm%

ﬂnﬂmw@r IR FIIRT 3T gfear & fae=h awial oiR HTH BH & UsieRur 3R fafm= & forg 2025 oy
qmmﬁddl{ g & fGxM H T hiesics HeH &1 ufaffia od 8 o facef gl & URd #

P T B & Gifd

| Pt Srafd é‘cn |

g fig
1. 4R ¥ faesh ST 9narT &1 fasra

o  URY® YfaRIY (1990-2018):
o dIOY Hafded (2009) - S
g 3 faesh waf & ke
| P BH BT Y
B Y A fear]

e TP TI@ml (2012) - ASN I&

Global doors, measured steps

of 50 long ago, the idea

of Tndia as the place for

weseluitaon of

international
commercial disputes would have
soumnded like the start of a had
awyer joke. Equally unimaginable
was that the Supreme Court of
India. known for decades for its
exveptional judictal activism am!
for predecting the consi
rights of Indin's citizenry, would
throw its welghn behind the bdea of
making India a destination for the
resolution of high-vahe
commercial disputes - first, for
adjudicaring dispures related o
dumestic investments; and
second, for adjudicating disputes
related to crosshorder
Investments.

The India Alternative DHspute
Resolution Week, organised by the
Mumibsai Centre for International
Arhrrarion i Bengaluru, Mumbal
and Del month, reflects 4
change unimaginable just a
decade ago. No ong expected that
top litigation and arbitration
oounsel from across the globe
would Bock to India in secha
short span of time; and that they
would trade best prictices with
the Indian Bar and Hench, ina
manner hitherio seen in New
York, London, and Singapore.,

Foreign law firms in India
The Fact is that international
ineerest in the Indian legal
prifession ls not new, In fact,
foreign bwyers were interested in
ing the indian market as early
e 1980, when the ecotomy
apened up. However, ndian law
firms were swall, know-ow was
patchy, and the possibality of
acaling up was limited by the
frugmented manner in which
ltirms were organised. Thene was
also a brain deain from the
trvevear law schools. In short, the
Indian legal industry, at that
Jumcture, was shnply not ready o
Justle with foreign law Bris.
These concerns were aired in
court, which resulted in mubtiple
decisions. First, in its 20009
deeision in Lawyers Colloctive, the
Bombay Hirh Court disallowed

Ay

POR

Nakul Dewan

SemiOr Advegann
desgnated by the
Supreme Court af
india and fing's
Counsel in England
Wales. He is absa
caliad w the Bar
Singaporo

The India
Alternarive
[Hspane
Resolution
Week reflecied
a change that
was
unimagirble
Just i decade
pu)

foreign law firms from prac
both corporate wrnsictlon
and litigation in [ndia, even if they
had on their rolis Indian qualified
Lawyers. Three years luter, the
Madras High Count doobled dewn
the position In ALK, Balaj, but
fortunately let a small crack open
by permitting temparary advioe
o forelm kaw o be provided by
oreign Liwyers. Finally, in 2018,
the Supreme Court h:lrmotniscd
the strands: “fy-in, Oy-ou” advice
was fine, but permanent offices
were not. Foreign kaw firms that
wanted to open offices in India
were left standing at rhe akar,
whilch then gradually led wa
waning of thedr interests

Mary critics called the Indion
approach parochizl. In watl, it
was really about timing. The
worry was fever that Indian
Lwyers lacked aly Think of Sir
Benegal Hal, or Fali Nariman, or
Soll Serabjee, whose advocacy
travedbed well heyond Indizn
courts. Rather, the concern was
that domestic firms would be
muscled out by foreign aw firms,

tising

A changed plcture
The pleture has changed
drarnatically. Indian Law firms.
hitherto manned by 1520 lawyers,
Biave over 1,000 lawyers with
significant glohal expesaire. That,
coupled with top-nowch
Krorw-Bow, allonws Inadian Low firms.
1o grow even further,
Cormumendable tn this growth has
alsn been the fact that unlike
many other sectors in india which
Erew because of the introduction
of foreign direct investment, the
Indian Jegal professkon grew
oarpganically, with linke or no
outside support. Today, indian L
firms have offices abroad, and
Indian lawyers are aften dually or
wriply qualified, praciking acriss
jurisdictions and climbing 1o the
very top of their ficlds

It is agalnst this backdrop that
the Bar Council of India's 2005
Rudes for Hegistration and
Repulation of Foreim Lawyers and
Law Firms can be seen as the first
formal step wwards providing
e impetus 1o the grovth of the

Indian legal profession. This
coues o the heels of the B
Councifs first sulstantive
acknowledgement in 2003,
Indicaring that the Bar was open 1o
allovwing foreign lawvers o
practise foreign and international
law in India. The 2025
amendments gve a framework.

Lu(ll]_].l.llk.k OlIHL.d[l\Jlla be I|
registrations, ministry
certifications, annual (ilings or the
G0-day cap on unregisered
“fly-in" work. While these may feal
like red tape, they ensure forelgn
expertise complements rather
than eclipses the domessic
profession. Concerns sbout such
redquirements deterring entrants
remain, and indeed, it is beter w
abr thess now than after the
floodgates open. Pur simply, the
Ideea ks than furedign firms can
advise on their home-country law,
imternational [aw, and appear in
international arbitrations seated m
Indis. What they cannot do is
equally crucial. They are not
permirted to practise Indian ke o
appear in Indian courts unless
enrodled. Reciprocity remains the
Tndeatar of the new

shap in Indsa if Indi ¥
piven the same rights in the
Toreign jurisdiction, Far from a
bland compromise, this is
Ardstotle’s Golden Meas
reckless Bheralisation nor
defensive insularity. As
Rabindranath Tagore once said,
“fe]verything comes i us that
Drelomgs w us i we create the
capacity 10 recetve i1 India,
slowly and deliberately, is creating
that capacity.

As that capacity bulds, sowill
the consequences, As Abraham
Limcodn put it, “1 walk siowly, but T
never walk backward " That has
Deen India’s Jegal journey:
catithonss, deliberate, bl steadily
miving forward. The [ndinm legal
profession and domestic Loy firms
are set to become 3 world players,
a testament of which was played

neither
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2. 2025 pHd®

o SR SRS 3ITw gfear (Ben) & ¢ faw:
o fae=h aFtal/wut @1 dshierur w3+ iR Tare ¢4 i ergafa a1 8:

o TB-CRT BT B
. "’“R%“W

o YRAH IS SHRITTT AR

o WfdEY: YR ST BT 3NART HIAT AT YRA Saredl § JURYd g1 99 dd b IR & 1Y
:Tﬁﬂiﬁo_d:rﬁl

o ol 3R HATCI THIUM AP &
o TI® SIUTEH WIS

"TRATS -3 1 Ufd 9y 60 fa=f dop difta &
URWNGA TS - Pad 37 S P AN gl HRATT gbid JAH USRI BT 3117 Ad &, HRd

A T I THd &
3. TR BT ufRae=

o YRR A BH BT doil J faTR 311 8 — 15-20 FIal I 1,000 ¥ HfYF Tl aret At a1

o Ty 3R Faw & fam e STl 8 % Sfde W@l
o B3 YR IHIA 3 alg<} U1 fag< T 35d &, Sl af¥ye el H 311 & ¢ |

Rfded 3R g fefdor

wife® fawg AT YT S
S fRaTe T @EER) @?ﬁaﬁqaﬁmﬁmﬁésmm%ﬁmﬂgéfwuwhé?wﬁ
IR HIINTA 1 ST (@lang) | Fame wddemn & dgd [AeR ST BHl & Ja% I IGR a4 ard 2025 |
ST T et e & R el ot et 3 fore e i

AR YR 3R Ja1 &3 o GUR Ay FARRIAT Y AT HRA U IR BT ST B Holgd HAT|

TR T AP (42 7iced & T H HRA B fa4g-igal &1 g
[ERGL I E R R fef
1. YIS IgRIHOT

HRA & BT & T YR SRTL &b "M HF" BT IR0 IRl § - TG & 1Y Gau- BT Agferd HA11 i a8
AT v & o fae e faRivran avq emar & o1 St 8, 7 b ufanfia st 81
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2. URd &1 afY® S Bfd B ggrar

éfwnw@mﬁ@rqﬁsﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬁmﬁmﬁam, HRA U faya-1g faare qme™ ®d & ©9 § SOt
UfIST 91T 81 T8 % & 3o of 9 B! YRA B IS HE@IHI&T BT JHAT BT g

3. TRE BT &HdT B Tgd BT
=it S Wl & P vax &1 JUTan gtk

o IAF AEH-UGH AR Faraq gursit & Meaned B
o HRAH BH Bl 3T I, IR 3R IiHR0r B3 & AN Wemg UeH o3 |
o IR % R TEURAG IR Afdd snyfdis o B gerar <l

4. 3nfie 3R Fferra arava

aﬂ-{—ﬁag_;%wﬂww Jaraft 3R THSISME T I I JURT BT R o, orad 719 srfogawy & yRa &t fRufa
Hored |

Juifae fafgard

o IfF AT §S: YRT SHTRIAP TARIA & T Th THlar e & w0 § IR 9Hhal o, MR a1 ded
Sfgaig &I &Y B

o AU TaRiiedr tRERE G el # YRR d@tal & T SauR Wi 9&d |

o S HeAfa: B TeaNT 3R IfYd FoH-HT g & A1eqd § YR $I Iue TR &I dgiT |

o oW fayre: uReRl S Uit sifie dimr uR ol &1 s ffa #adt g

3T Y gAIfear

o 3UIeH S - $o faesh Baf &) A% THar 2|

o O Rl B GRem 3= vamr g w1 Bt yRdg wHf 3 FHGR 6 HRar g

o URIRSGA T FHt T HRAT debidl ) GHM Uge UeH T8l Hd g

o  THGY % He;: SRfTSNE, HTH WA 3R HegRydl TR & s dTaid o Saadhd|
forep:
BT &7 § YR & I YRA &1 DI A7UT IS THIGRUN BT IGIERUT § - 7 Al UREUErg! 3R 7 g1 ARaTg |
ﬁuw@am?mé?wu HI SSH, YR TR & IH &I Ufaeafa FRd gU T Ay W ST &% a1 o
& BT IR

o '35 U9 TS THR UTY 311 ¢ Sl GHRI ¢ AfG GH 54 UK B 1 &1 Ual Hd 5
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S-S YRA 3T IE W AT & — TR-UNR,
T 3ot fRuf g 1 Holgd Rl g

Y : IR BT SAT® ST (BCI) 2025 & Frawi & ey ¥ fFAafafed sy=i w far a3
1. fae=ht ST BH YR B $T 310N HRA & AT YR & RiRf srifed Rfid #R 9e6d g
2. fac=ht I YR & SIRRISTI ST 3R [6-o% & I IR A6 ¢ J&d g

3. fae=ht e wHf & fou YR & 19 I & U IREaReEar &1 2d 8|

SIRIT & | B 91/ $Y 61 8/82

A) 6Had 1

B) $dd 2 3R 3

C) Had 1 3R 2

D) SWRIad qt

3IN: b)

. __ ___ _ UPSCMains Practice Question
Uy : [ac=f Ioial & TSR0l & AU 2025 TR BISRIA B ST & FIH TH dd i TR DI B
A &1 TR T J o g X {6 F GUR IS THIAR0 & WY YR Bt IR BT &HdT I HY Igfad o g
(150 3TeT)

Page 09 : GS 2 : Social Justice / Prelims

HYRA o e gaRul Afedl-dhiad IHIN® Hfd & Th U WeF & 0 § W €, o I o< ggrman
UGH BT 3R TRIGHR P 9191 &1 5| BT 81 ¥, fIgR = Horw Afgdn AR A1 = &1, foraes ded 75 A
Tfganatt & RS Yot & =4 T 210,000 TGN fHT T, 3R T I & forw 22 ara a @1 sifalkad Ifr &t
HUTST §1 3 IaTeRUIl § BHleed B 5 ae, UEH a1 &l HSR, AL U &1 drsdl §e1 dror 3R
AT ) HRTarer =Mida 8, o HIRA & Ucuef @Y gXaTaRUT (DBT) @i o HTed I I 11 741 8, S JAM Fagfe:
S & W1, YR 3R METgd Wi IR e g1

Safer HRd 7 N i THR # Iwia-1a Wifd &t 8 - 89% Afgarsii & UMy §& | g 3R Afgansi & ug
55.7% UTTHSISIATE WId & — 9aTd 98 § & 1 Add) g uga afgansit & forw arafas onfife woitdt & sRer 82
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Shravani Prakash
Jiva Bharti
Riva Khanna

e politics of welfare in In-
T dia has become increasing-

ly gendered, with cash
transfers emerging as both a social
policy instrument and an electoral
strategy. Just weeks before As
sembly elections, the Blhar go-
vernment has rolled out the Muk
hyamantri Mahila Rojgar Yojana
4 20,000 transfer to 75 lakh wo-
men as seed capital for self-em-
ployment. The goal is to help them
start or expand small enterprises,
with up to ¥2 lakh in additional
support for successful ventures,

This joins a Hst of women-fo-
cused cash wansfer programines,
such as Karnataka's Gruha Laksh-
mi, West Bengal's Lakshmir Hhan-
dar, Madhya Pradesh’s Ladli eh
na  Yojana, and Telangana's
Mahalakshmi. These are powered
by India's Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) architecture, anchored on
the ‘JAM trinity’ of Jan Dhan ac-
counts, Aadhaar, and mobile
phones, This infrastructure ena
bles  targeted  delivery and
transparesncy.

As of August 2025, over 56 crore
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
accounts have been opened, with
women owning 55.7% of them, Ac-
cording to the World Bank’s Global
Findex Database 2025, 54% of In-
dian women reported opening
their first bank account primarily
1o recelve government benefits or
wages. With 89% of Indian women
now holding a bank account — on
par with developed nations and far
above the global average of 7% -
India has achieved a remarkable
milestone in recognising women
as economic actors with a formal
financial identity (Chart 1)

At the heart of this progress lies

shown to enhance women’ hle
control over resources. Research
shows that income in a woman's
name increases her say in house-
hold decisions and improves out-
comes for children and the elderiy.
Therefore, schemes such as Bi-
har's can represent the first formal
recognition of women's econormic
identity.

However, beneath the impres-
sive numbers, the story is more
complex. Despite the JAM push
leading to near-universal account
ownership by women, around
20% remain dormant due 1o insuf-
ficient funds, low perceived need,
or discomfort in engaging with for-
mal banking. In rural and semi-ur-
ban areas, distance from bank
branches and the digital divide
worsen this disengagement.

Moreover, a large number of
women use theilr accounts prima-
rily to withdraw the cash transfers
— usage for savings, borrowing, or
payments remains low (Chart 2).
Although 38 crore RuPay cards
twhich come free with Jan Dhan
accounts) have been issued and
UPI transactions have surged from
2 crore in FYI7 to 28,600 crore in
FY25, women's usage of debit
cards as well as digital payments
continues w lag behind men's.

Apart from patriarchal nonms, a
low level of digital access has pre-
vented the proliferation of bank

from g into sus-

tions (Chart 3),

Therefore, Indis's leap from ac-

cess to agency for women remains
incomplete. So, for schemes such
as Bihar's Rojgar Yojana to become
genuine instruments of economic
empowerment, they need to move
beyond simply placing mouey in
women’s bank accounts. Benefici-
aries require complementary long-
teérm support.
Most importantly, building ge-
nuine financial agency will require
giving women control over assets
by providing them with secure
property rights and joint land tit-
Jes. Only when women have tangi-
ble control over land or business
assets can they leverage credit,
participate in markets, and engage
in new forms of commerce.

Equally critical is strengthening
the ‘mobile’ pillar of the JAM trini
1y. Subsidised smartphones and af-
fordable data plans woukl allow
women to access their accounts
and digital payment tools indepen-
dently, avoiding reliance on shared
devices that erode privacy and au-
tonomy. Banks, fintech, and mo-
bile operators must co-create fi-
nancial products that refleet the
realities of women's informal, sea-
sonal, or sporadic incomes; care-
giving responsibllities; and Emited
fmancial and digital literacy.

Community-based confidence
networks can bridge the trust gap.

itiatives such as digital banking

tained savings, credit uptake, or
active digital transactions for wo-
men. Women are 19% less likely to
own mobile phones (as per
GSMA), which are needed t0 ac-
cess Information about accounts
and funds. Data from the Findex
survey shows that the costs of
phaones and data, lack of privacy,
fear of cyber frand, and social
NOMMS prevent women'’s owner-
ship of mobile phones. Shared
phone access for a large number of
women further limits independent
digital banking. Financial and digi-

a eritical question: ean direct cash
MPOWeT Women as economic
agents rather than just welfare re-
cipients? DBT schemes have been

tal literacy remain significant ba

riers. In fact, more than two-thirds
of Indian women still rely on male
relatives 10 make financial transac-

1. AfgAT-&Higd TPh¢ gxdiaiul &1 fawrR

o SIS ol BXTRY (G, fAER) &7 T2 ITfar 3R TRISAIR &1 serar a1 g |
o SIS gfaret e aférd faaror 3R uReRdT &Y Werm ST ]
o UITHGISIAT & 56 RIS U e TN Widl TY; IgHeId Afgarsli & w@ifia ara|

2. 9T ISUERT G
o TTHAT 20 UfRId WId fAfpa €, @y areiur/3re-2est &=t #|

o e MR gt §; Iud, wfee a1 fefred yram & foe 3ugi difta 31
o fEfeq fEargs SR Aega tey & g, 9ftsa fadia yrflerd & aren grad 71

sakhis and secure WhatsApp or
UP! groups can offer trusted spac-
es for women to seek advice, share
experiences, and resolve doubts
collectively.  Another  priority
should be to expand the number
of female banking agents — less
than 10% of India's 1.3 million busi-
Ness corm nis are women.

The path to real empowerment
Ties in coupling access with agen-
cy-building - ensuring women can
not only receive money but also
control, grow, and sustain it for
their own advancement.

Shravan Praksh, fiya Divaeti and Ripa
Khanng are Wi ICRIERS Econvmic Molicies
for Wowwn Lad Dewdo ont cul

Do cash transfers build women’s agenc)?

There is a need to ensure that women do not only receive money but also control, grow; and sustain it for their own advancement

Beyond the transfer

The data for the charts were sourced from the World Bank Findex Report

(2025} and the CMS-Tetecom Report 2025

Chart 1 Frozortion of wormen who cwn bank accounts in Indis and globally
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Chart 2: Women's
angagement In financial
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Many women use thelr
accounts primarily te
withdraw the cash thet
was transferred - usage
for savings, barrowing,
ar payments remains low

Women wha used s mabile phone/ . (TIN Chart3:
Internet 10.check thes account biskanoe

Made & tanssction without m

wwyingon s male relative

Mobile
access and
s USaZ0

snaramosio phone wih anymembers. [NRETSY  forfinancist

ransactions

egineced s S mamber o ther sne [T ot

Dor'thavo 3 mobie phone becsuze they
wsesomcore ks phon: [N 2+

women

(Figures & %)

Dontrevmamoniephone R 1.
due to personal safety concems
Oon't have & 'mh'nvylv.r.r doeto _zm
eading of typig difuities
Donthave  mobile duetotsekot money [EESY
Don't have s mobile phone due
swexpenvveminuces [N




i THE#@RHINDU  /

Fr

3. Tuidt & fore arumg

. NguTEs ards aigarsit ot fofa 3 @t wifd & aiftg w=a €

o  HYOERT B WG (QU &t ga1 | 19% &H) Wad fSfired sfd &1 ufasfa wrar g1

. gﬁnﬁ?%ﬁwmmwmﬁﬁ e & e go RRAGRT IR 4RI = & 1T Hofgy &var
|

4. IIfFIHRUT & T R Iur

o Ul A0 501 UgT &I Hed S & fofT RI&M ufy offeR SR wgad off <ive |
o fEfca TaasE: afeud! o WIEwH, fhwrdt e 3ik afgars & srgd hacs IuH|

o UM e feforea dfd Trars, Rz greauugdtes Tqg iR Afgdr sraumr ufaffy @daq &
<10%) |

Rfde 3R adaE feibs
Qifas fawy TAA URIRTEHdr
Y& Y R0 (Slald) Wfard, Taal STUTRT FTHIRSS Hedrol & oy T3 o |
JAME&E;%W' SR, URERIT, fadRur $ik FHIfdd fefied gxfade<ur &) gam sH1dT ¢ |
Afgarsit &1 faxiia gamazE 89% WTdT WfHea: 3 ggem & forg gl
R ok v ﬂﬁm%ﬂéﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁwﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁ%?ﬁwwﬁﬁwm
AR YRa/3far TRISATR & fore s doit afgensii & Ag@ aret onfdies faem & S=u g
fazavuee uftveg
1. 9g9 9 Toidit

o e SR T IR T 0 ) dgrar 7, o e fAofal & afgersit &t I sed g
. TP, Had @Il WG PR TRadHRor 3t e} 78 3T 2|

2. TS SR ATHIIS qTHTY
. ﬁwawumm%%wmﬁw%wﬁﬁwﬁ%wﬂnﬁmm
. ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ&éﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ@@%%ﬁt@%

3. fifq fEome= wadh AR



1)

B NITIN SIRN

gﬁfﬂq 3R Aeadh SR Afga- ﬁwmwmﬂmaﬁ?ﬁmﬁ?ﬁﬂmﬁméw
|

4. 3f¥e ffgard

o Aigen-Fafia faxia Samem g S ok wEg e nfafafeat & arrer & €
o X Aigand JATaRh fIHRT &1 gada Sd gU B SR IR HUAfigRt &1 ay 3o7 T |

o fAfgard

o Hfear onffe Toikd: Ao gwiarul e g & a1 Thdl § Afe Toidt YA &1 & forw Iy &
JUT 1 HTIIH T B
o IR faBm: S dolt Hrien Afgarstt & Ag@ ard STl &I eed 3R Thd & |
o feforea gufdaso: fsiea faxdia yonfert & afgenstt &1 teieRur fadia wdsar sk sivamie srfeaawi
YrfieRt &) Felgd BT 3|
. mmzw,mgm@?ﬁﬁnwaW%W@wm%mwwwa
|

arrd) ot iRt

fAfera @ra: shuaies afd & TR-IuAhT 8k &1 JSTd WR HIg UM

fefored fEarge: WdwH, Se1 3R Qe fefea Jumron a% Rt ugal
fUqadTas S14Te: fad &R a7 &1 ufdefid & arc IiRepfae aHcs |
fRRAT: URMYS T FRAIaRUl § TR Do WRISHTR AWl 18T HReT|

e

TJahe, AR fai TARE SR Afgans & onfiie xifaqeur ot o= & U Agayl ded & ufaffid FRal g,
AP Srbal Ugw Toldl bt MRS TeY A B1 ARRre & e B! wel AR H seaq & o fagR &t AomR dier
N HEfwH & forg, fa<ha uga &1 wufy gz, fefea axifadaon iR THem-sneid gudT Jead & Iy R
forar S arfgu | @t yRa fo<ita THaRE ¥ IRdfas Uit d@ @1 @18 & Ule gdhdl §, forey afgensif &1 s
Jafa & fore Tanet o) REfd %9, 9g4 IR S8 G § Je&rH ST S b |

uY: YRd # JAM fefdt & TR © fFaferfad syl wR faar &3



HGER LIRS EE LA
1. 9 &4 ETd Sfd ao T e ugd UeH $Rd g |

2. YR Tt THa=M & o Uga v Hfed e gl

3. TETEd B &1 SUANT WTd! ao [Siied 0 ¥ Uga 3R eferd & & e fovar S g1
IR | A DI T HYT Tl 82

A) HId 1 3R 2

B) %dd 1 3R 3

C) Had 2 3R 3

D) 1,2 3R 3

3R : d)

.~ UPSCMains Practice Queston
UY: YRd H Afgarsfi & foxiig FAEYH R JAM T @9 ¢4, YR, AlaTsd) & UHTE &l 3HThdd Bl I8 fhd 8¢
TP SN Tordt SR TRITRIRUT H Fediel &1 7T 27 TRUTE &) Hofgd PR & 1Y RS ST YT (150 Te)




1)

B NITIN SIRN

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis

rom an ecological point of view, the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands can be

easily rated as one of the world's most
major biological diversity hotspots, acting asa
global carbon reservoir and climate regulator.
Unfortunately, the development trajectory of the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands has been largely
influenced by mainland India which has often
been far removed from the needs of an island
ecology. The issue in focus now is the
Government of India’s multi-crore mega-plan for
the Great Nicobar Island — the construction of a
power plant, township, transshipment port and
airport, which will also affect 13,000 hectares of
pristine forests.

Essential judicial precedent

A landmark judgment relating to the issue of
diversion of forests that could come to the rescue
of the Great Nicobar Island is the Niyamgiri Hills
case, pursuant to the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006.

In its 2013 judgment, in Orissa Mining
Corporation Lid. vs Ministry Of Environment &
Forest and Ors., the Supreme Court of India
addressed the concerns of the Dongoria Kondh
tribe who resisted plans for bauxite mining in the
sacred Niyamgiri Hills of Odisha. Following
protests by the tribes in the region against mining
which threatened their culture, religion and
environment, the Court ordered a referendum in
the affected gram sabhas, which unanimously
voted against the project. The Court upheld the
competence of the gram sabha to safeguard and
preserve the traditions of the community, their
cultural identity, community resources and
community modes of dispute resolution.

In light of this judgment, the pertinent
questions with respect to the proposed project on
the Great Nicobar Island include whether the
Tribal Council of Little and Great Nicobar has
been allowed to exercise its competence in
certifving the settlement of forest rights under
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Great Nicobar revives the issue of nature’s legal rights

the Forest Rights Act before the decision to divert
forest land. A report in this daily, “Forest rights of
tribal people were not settled for Nicobar project:
council” (August 23, 2025), has highlighted how
the Tribal Council had said that the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Administration had made a false
representation to the Centre by claiming that
rights of the tribal people under the Forest Rights
Act had been identified and settled before
diverting the required forest land for the project.

Granting rights to nature in India

What is being witnessed in the Great Nicobar is
not new but one more example of how big
multipurpose projects are on track to be planned
disasters. The examples are many — from Tehri in
the north to Koel Karo in the east to Sardar
Sarovar in the west. To respond to a consistent
failure of environmental law in protecting
ecology, several countries (Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador and New Zealand) have adopted a new
legal approach called “earth jurisprudence’ or
‘rights of nature’ which grants rights to
non-human natural entities (rivers, forests,
mountains, and various ecosystems), recognising
them as subjects of rights holders.

This approach drew inspiration from an
influential article written by Christopher Stone in
1972 - *Should Trees Have Standing? - Toward
Legal Rights For Natural Objects’. He argued that
the current approach did not consider damages
to the environment, but only
environment-related damages to humans in
granting relief.

Second, such relief did not go to the natural
entity but only to affected human beings. He said
that making natural entities as right holders, by
vesting them with legal standing in court and
making them the direct beneficiaries of legal
redress, would improve the environment. But the
question arises whether natural entities, like
human adults, be held legally responsible and
exercise legal competences by entering into
contracts or whether they can sue and be sued by

an aggrieved party. Stone suggested the creation
of a guardianship body which could initiate legal
action and also collect funds to preserve and
restore its condition.

The groundbreaking turn towards recognising
the rights of natural entities happened in India in
2017 when the Uttarakhand High Court granted
legal personhoad to the Ganges and Yamuna
rivers, as well as the Gangotri and Yamunotri
glaciers. The judgment, in Mohd. Salim vs State of
Uttarakhand and Others, conferred these entities
with rights and abligations but only through a
designated person. Although the Supreme Court
stayed the ruling of the High Court, some of the
elements in the High Court judgment, especially
the idea of conferring guardianship
responsibilities on behalf of those natural entities,
could be a signpost for designing legal
personhood.

The case in Colombia as guidance

Pushing the boundary of the Forest Rights Act
further to incorporate the idea of granting legal
personhood is one such option. Still, the idea of
granting legal personhoaod to natural entities will
require the building of greater clarity on the
specific legal rights and the responsibility of
individuals charged with upholding them. An
in-depth study of important normative questions
such as how to define rights bearing nature, what
rights to recognise, who can speak for nature,
and whether someone should be responsible for
protecting nature, is required.

In finding answers to these normative
questions, there is guidance from Colomhia’s
Atrato River case (2016), which recognised
bio-cultural rights — a reference to the right of
ethnic communities to autonomously administer
and protect their territories as well as the natural
resources that constitute their habitat. The
formation of a commission of guardians requires
the inclusion of representatives from the
indigenous people facing the destruction of their
habitat.
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