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Trump and MEA at odds
over Russian oil imports

Trump claims Modi gave commitment to stop buving oil from Russia soon’; Ministry denies the
leaders discussed the issue, but says govt. is ‘broad-basing’ and ‘diversitying' its energy sources

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and the United
States continued  to
differ publicly over
Russian oil as U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
he had been assured by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that India will stop
buying oil from Russii,
while the Ministry ufhtler
nal Affairs maintained the
two leaders had not spo-
ken about the issue.
However, the MEA said
that India was “broad-bas-
ing” and “diversifying” its
sources of energy accord-
ing 1 market needs, and
did not specifically deny
the claim that it was reduc-
ing s intake.

Bone of contention

The subject of Russian oil,
which has led to the US.
imposing penalty tarifs on
I is also believed to be
holding up trade talks bet-
ween the two countries.

While the government
has consistently denied it
would bow to pressure, da-
ta analysed by The Hindu
showed that oil public sec-
tor undertakings  have
dropped their Russian im-
ports by as much as 45%
between June and Septem-
ber this year, even though
Russia rermaing India’s big-
gest supplier overall,

“l am not aware of any
conversation  vesterday
hetween the two leaders,”
MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal told reporters
here on Thursday, also
clarifying that a call bet-
ween Mr. Modi and Mr
Trump last Thursday had
only dealr with the Gazi

1

Trump vs MEA

Incdia and the LL5. have been &t loggerheads over the

femmer's f

f Russian o,

¥

Q Fwas nod happy that India was
ol and |PM Modi] assured me
thant they will not be buying oil from Ru

Consk denied itwill bow

™ Trump says Modi committed on Qet.
15 1o ending Russian oil imports saon
™ MEA 53y5 there was no conversation

batwaen leaders that day, no
reference ba Ruasian ail in Oct

M-xmn r‘lu
11 and later
Trump en Oct.
15 However, it
| wnclear if he
conveyed India's
message

ing

That’s

a hig step. Now we're going to get China to do the
same thing... He [Mr Modi] loves Trump.. | dont
want to destroy his political carcer

DONALD TRUMP, US, President

peace plan and India-U.5.
trade issues.

On Wednesday, M
Trump had said he was
confident that India would
end its ol imports "soon”
but not “immediately”.

“l'was not happy that In-
dia was buying oil, and [PM
Modi] assured me today
that they will not be buying
oil  from  Russia,” M
Trump told reporiers at
the White House, with 1.5,
Ambassador-designate to
Delhi Sergio Gor also pre-
sent.

“It’s a little bit of a pro-
cess, but the process is go-
ing 1o be over with
soon.” Mr. Trump said, ad-
ding, * 'I‘h.lls a big step

na to do the same thing”
On Thursday, the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
slammed the 115, for “un-
ilateral bullying” over its
“legitimate™ imports from
Russki.

Going on to praise Mr.
Modi as a “great man” who
“loves Trump”, Mr, Trump
said he did not want o
“destroy [Mr. Modi's] polit-
ical career”.

“I've watched India for
vears. It's an incredible
country, and every single
year you'd have a new
leader,” Mr. Trump said,
adding: *My friend has
been there now for a Tong

“It has been [India's]
Consistent priority to safe-

Modi outsourced
key decisions to
the US.: Congress

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
sald PM Madi is “frightened” of
5. President Donald Trumg,
in a past on ¥, he said, " [Maodi]
allowes Trump to decide and
annource that India will not
by Russian oil " % PAGE 4

China defends oil
purchase, slams
LS. for ‘bullying’

BEIJING

China said that its purchases of
Ruszsian oil wera "legitimate”
and decried recent “unilateral
bullying” measures by the U.5.
as the trade row between the
o countries continues to
intensify, » PAGE 14

guard the interests of the
Indian consumer in a vola-
tile energy scenario,” the
starement said, referring o
stable prices and secure
supplies as "twin goals™
“This includes broad-bas-
ing our energy sourcing
and diversitying as appro-
priate o meet  market
comditions.”

The MEA was more di-
rect on its response to UK,
sanctons on Nayara, an ln-
dian refiner owned by Rus-
sian oil major Rosneft.

“India does not sub-
scribe to any  unilateral
sanctions,.. There should
be no double standards,
especially when it comes
w0 energy trade,” Mr. Jais-
wal said.
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UPSC PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTION
UY: YRA & Pl dd P AT S IR | FAfrEd Y1 1R AR 3%
1. UG & qu B HRA & Fd dd & T g9 MMYfderdf & U H ST B
2. YR &1 Ad 31T I IRE W WBR-J-IRBR JASNG! & A1eqd J 79 fovan o 3|
3. YRA B St AT 0T Feffed s 3 fad=r g (Mea) &t arifiie yfireT 8
Sudad YA B | $H-A1/3 L1 3/72
(a) SparcT 1
(b) Pad 1 3R 2
() Pad 1 3R 3
(d) Pad 2 3R 3

33} : a)

UPSC MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
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— Dopamine overdose: how modern

lifestyles are rewiring our brains

Contemporary life has made dopamine s double-edged sword that boch stimukates productivity and fe

devices, regular moverment and meaningful social connections can all help stabilise de
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depamine drives motivaion, reward. and
pleassn, wherher frim a good mealan
achievement, or a meaningful
relationship, Ffmen deg addiceions to
sucal media marshons, cortemporary
life fraas made dopamse 2 double-edieed.
sword thit both stimudies producthity
and Beed aidictlon

Dopamine is achemical sgmal that
comveys pleasuire and thes a sense of
rewand. Each tinie soeothing happens
Liat makes us bappy.suci us eaticg
ar recenmg a compliniens, cur
exses dnpamine, prOmpeing st
et in the sime
neorabiolgical devel, 1
contingen 0o the mesalinbic pathway
Troon the venteal pmentsl area (VTA) 10
e mucheus accamibens, i cemtral part of
the brain's roward pathwwags. The
mesolimbnc parhway reinforces
bebaviois we: peroetve as comstrctive or
pleasmabie alov wuh remrard predection
s 3 miotivation o
Certain timmes, l)vee Prucesses are

eomensnidevred by addictive s,
Inchuding coealne, niodne, oe akaho)
Such drgs Induoce massive doparine
Sungs, overwhelming the rewird centr
ok the hrain. (rer time hawever, the bain
et desensitised, roquiring were doscs of
Lhe addictive substace in order Lo feel
nemmal, This is whore addiction begng
e froon plessure iself, bt from te
beam rying 1o being hakinee back

From substances 10 seseens
Drugs wsed 10 be the i
ine overload, Iv.ll
s the new pash. £very ping, Tike. arv]
notificseion serves to delver oy dases of
dop umw,(lvh\rlrd ingermatently, o
[ nent s a rewasd
summ— lha: best resernbles a ot
wwschione, Sociil medi, shart vides,
rels, and streing seev ;-(n,rkn his

W i
A stiuda o

sccumbens durk

enggerment und \uIN e
q;m\.nmmm,yrmvdwnl T
can IR 1he sane rewasd citealts that

ot xe are o the .nmw
¢ Suggrats that aur bealiy's reward system
iy b (ATDed, By comsantly sceking:
ont stimulaion, we are nknowingy
seetig carsehves up for barncet. The

&2

ki biressk roam the defearing plessure

and excttesnent our beadns e (o vely o0

tempring 1o remwain our

AOXTS0N APEOpTATCYy with A

mane moderae and sustainable level of

happiness when cngaging in «lwm.m.l
Takiny

It i a resuleof bebavioural
, i Wity et fed out
W|Id¥ POWands Yo the mast and seeve you

d teenagers, who are
st Semming how 1o manage thelr
emotions and impuses, i o5
susceprible. Restarch indicates thae.

adoles:
than three bours  day o0 socis!
repurt substantially bughes Jevels of
aniety and depressive symptoems, The
adobescent bruic is partcubarly plsste In
deguiopmiene. This i e

from the worid aroand

5ap, producag h thear
enitless cycle of Sspense .m arl(lmﬂrn
Altbougl scrofling on Instagam oo
watching esudless short videos may leel
e sentises have shown
Pt the brain e che Kirud af
stimistian presented by technology
sintlary 1o actual drug use. Such use
proRTIOtes compuisive ks
lvluwm fractured mmu.n mwen
or wit

Them and overstimulacion fom
techoology nsy, guickly yet caslly,
stiape their reward ciraes - ceating
Typieshoet attoredon spans and

votiomad [natalailiy. Taovssive scrven
Fime i shown by reseanch to change the

daparmine recepeors, making
pre ity 10 Hnd pleasire | daly

. Sbarto dhat, our ooemal baselne
while n

Nwml\-vl«l\(l(l studles h.n\NI‘-mn
ing seriertion In the macleus

ul\\(hw fior ‘Jlrulmvm become

frst: the evperi
when pertooming "

Bl compared 10 an imanediare
stability experieooed wise waging fbr
digal atfrmatian e crpoving the
pharmac
Evennaal

e
er—u"m.n’i‘ phane remisders, «.v.wmc

ks, taking & bk From your $vices
uml.u»gwm  devioes EeySCale, o <y
instituting a tech break can help your
..mn resct its rhhen,

sgular mowemest and modecats
euwnu t with miedfistness wil allow

otional gl
experiences, dar mstance, the ability to
experience, joy, and will mtermpt seep,
shurten our atteativa spun and begin 1o
deteriorate our mental byealth with
ey, depression and poor self-estenn
s possible 0 (e soxcial ied i
engagement £o stamudate reward circuits

i 1he bealn thar resembile what drives
sae toaddiction. When te brain

e, potentist sl o B
, whether el medky, viden

games, or dngs

Reclalming balance

The soluticn, of course, i not 1o it
dopaning, b e to b t buck
e, “Topar " refis

you riency depamine namrally
and it a moce stable and healthy level,
mstead of the non-stop yperstimlating
Jevel we are e to is Lhe peesent,
meaningful acthities - e
wark, earming tew sk — abo ustrers i
% Ve, moee

The mast kmpartane reum 10 balance
cames with real human contection - a
2ood old fashivoed coevenation, 3 Lgh

o nutritian, and emodonal
o dopanine e

and grounds owr moods.

i Pretsp iggar Gupia i coeszaune
psychiarrba, Astor Hospisal, Bengulur.
ety g tertrospital.ing

idictiom; bringing back halance is key: breaks from
pamine kevels and enhance mental well-being

THEGIST

v
Qoparmine 13 chemi
ik casveys pleicue
2383 of rewart. Each
sameting hagpens £

Gepamii, prompiieg us 1o at
o the tisme manner agae

-

e cresricad of dopomine cioes
nok ndicate thet we e off e
chars napy, € sgpess ther

mindhdeess wl ohow you to
expeitnce deparine natually

o Inypo-stissbiting
jevel e are ueedto e
wsant, Foough
mearkighd
s e
St eab ne move
x5 heaails

o ISR Yath $H: AP ThH THY HH W afY, HIgTHS SRR, TABRT o IR I
TR @ 3iie U 3 B &/FdT HH 81 Sild! 2
o AFRIP WTRA YUT: {1, 3/adre, Hie & Teas! 3R HH AT SIumHTR- fSIgaH ¥ I gU |

Rfte 3R aduH Ridgs




(7]

ey ‘THEﬁ

annou| A

JUoogd oot
FaqT YIS

| Wfefw |

| dbersiafasm | S, SRON SR I AT & S Bt YT |
| TRewea || fEfTed SNRFRTIRRA & HRUT el RidT 3R 3awg | |
| oEewmA || fefed 9d w RRIeEed TR W AGE G0 1 9d ARl |
| Tdetewrea || FaR® AR W gway & fon Aigar| |
(St Rt iR Ierad||3rafiie e FRER & Hiid 3 3R TTeR T HA B 4771 B! FH B < 2]

fazavuee uftveg

RIamaied fAfgard: Hife SumgT TEsr g9 yomel & sRideRd §9d €, R 3= e
A 9T 8RB g¢mal e g1

Wgﬁaﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁ:%ﬁmrﬁ%mw&rﬁmmwwﬂ GER, Wied M 3R HIGATHD SRR AT UeT
FAT I

AARTP warea dadt [Riam: 399 yume @) ¥eH Wdfae REBRI 9 IR 3R GRA B 1 Fxadt 5, o
FHIMTIC 3R TSI~ gl 3|

Hifa 3R o TP st f$iea aa Srreear siftarT, fafafid b g9 3k 378 & A1l &
fRR &7 & o g8y &1 A Sl 5|

AT 3R Hifd Age

SIUTHTS UATH: 19 YOMel! 1 I AT HA o Y Soa-Iaern wiifsan ¥ sremd s |

ugspd Tiede: il arie nfafafat S 78w w1, BN fae™ a1 Wie R @ Hid S
mﬁmaﬁ?wﬁﬁ‘sﬁﬁv Uipfae U I SR & fRR $34 & for Faftrg somam, 3fud <ie, gror
3R TurgaTguf I U |
grde~e W 3UTa: f$fied ad & A% & e e, arar-far &1 anfee ok Wwa-snaikd gwam,
TR fhRIRT A

I 3R T fAfgard

ikl [ fafeard |

[ gar urRie @ || i STEsRl IaeR @l b & 1Y g8y & R Aeayyl [sh!| |

|

Rreafifa  [wia c=nm, Uu foums ok 3am-snumid taiRen R et ot srazasdr 2|

|

o1 IARHAl | Al o e Hrf b 1T S 91T a1 B Tl Bl FHFR SN 31 |

|

W WRESal | frAER T-ia! STINT SR TGS HeT0 B! Fglal &l 3| |

TR gyt o) fefored ad I Taftra tR=f SR T-RNT Ja1afl i et Tl |

3T &I

Aol



()

B NITIN SIR N

ot oot
f&fted wewrd &1 doft § fdar |

TETRYT TGER Fof~aiT STEHR} SUGNT &) Hogd Bt 7|
ORTSH &1 WIRCRICT & HRUT [HRIRT B 3= Vel

fia, 3radTe 3R &0 fARI ¥ A% WY BT 919 §¢ 38T ¢
TG 3MEal SR AT SeTa § Sia=iel &7 sRiga|

e

MY Siia Aeht A SUTHIZT B Teb Yo IReb F o8 3R HHRYep W FHIfaa) & Fuifad Od & gad faar g1
e TNt RISHR 3R IR T Hralt 8, SfadtiorT IRass & fiR ¥ dR 3ot 8, STURYd Jq=A 3R & srafdy
B HY B! ¢ | TId S1d, IR Tfafafdy, granfere ardeia ok Fafa tenfiet & Suan & Arery § Sqed serd
FRAT T ¢ | T Ugd, o SRl 3R AfRTTd YUHIfad &1 Ry &0 § garsit & i W RIS

o SR AR S YR H & T Thye 811 91T, o Ariie Wared @ wweidr fg famr et 3
TRNTTD! BT ATH I3 § GeH GHTSl BT HeH ST S 6 |

UPSC PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTION
TY: SIYMHIEH 4871 U | 399 9T gef ¢:
a) IITd Ufctfohar
b) ST, IROM 3R 3
¢) TfcRef yomett fafaaa
d) H&-SINA &1 <sh

3IN: b)

UPSC MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION

UY: Tl DY [P AlS caaren 3R e Hifsar Y S fiavdls # e ¢ 38 &
TIEPIAioIdhd el TR AL STel, WIS fHRIRT 72



L7

B NITIN SIR®

oot booooon

Page 08 : GS 3 : Environment / Prelims

S-S YR B H DTa ST BT 3R T¢ TET 8, BT hiSc IR Ioisi H B! Y UATRd P & o T v
YT & U T IWR G ¢ | TR0 Fotl, aiamRur 3R owhTes Y & ey § I0d Hlaq thise, famraeha o=
AT -GHRIAD FUT37 B! [REHd IR §U TBH BT Seoi B HRUTS B BT U aRIdT UaH HRd | gIeliep, iy
RESHIS & SrgHa, faRY U ¥ a1 B, R el BT IRIT IR @A, TUFTT YA RIERT & HHOR B 3R
fspur Tifad TREATST F 96 A & SNAH B IR I ¢ YR & [T, 3O} Hra hfse & Ao
@fdiew) A sferd), wenfa ik ureRiar gfRAfia swar g =am iR IreiRe Femr & 91y Saaryg
W8Tl B Hdferd B3 & fog wgwyuf 21




i

B NITIN SIR®

rooted in the Industrial Revolution, has

already pushed planetary boundaries
beyond safe limits. Some call for “degrowth” to
address environmental damage, but this is
neither just nor feasible for developing countries
that are still grappling with poverty and hunger. A
more equitable path lies in decoupling growth
from environmental harm. [n other words,
countries must find ways to reduce poverty and
expand their economies without repeating the
high-pollution, high-emission model of the past.

This can be done by relying on cleaner

technologies, renewable energy and sustainable
farming practices. In India, for instance, the rapid
expansion of solar energy and micro-irrigation
illustrate how growth and sustainability can go
hand in hand.

T he growth-driven model of development,

On carbon credit

Carbon crediting is one such tool. A carbon credit
represents a certified reduction or removal of
greenhouse gases, expressed in carbon dioxide
(CO2) -equivalents. These can be generated
through mitigation activities such as renewable
energy or sequestration efforts such as
reforestation, agroforestry and biochar. Firms
buy them to offset emissions while transitioning
to cleaner processes, ideally rewarding
developing countries for adopting low-carbon
practices,

Carbon credits are booming, with 175
million-180 million retired annually, primarily
from renewable energy and nature-based projects
such as REDD+ and afforestation. India is also
building its own carbon market through the
Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS). The
scheme will set emission-intensity benchmarks
for energy-intensive sectors and include
voluntary offsets. A national registry and trading
platform will manage transactions, with draft
methods for biomass, compressed biogas, and
low-emission rice cultivation already released.

Globally, agriculture-based projects lag despite
high potential. Of 64 Indian agricultural projects
listed under Verra, only four are registered and
none has issued credits. CIMMY T's research links
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As India builds
its carbon
market, the
lessons from
global Failures
show why
protecting
farmers and
communitics
must come first

this to weak farmer engagement, training and
follow-up, especially among smallholders and
marginalised caste groups.

Carbon markets and the risk of exploitation
Carbon projects are meant to reward
communities at the frontlines of climate action.
But without safeguards, they risk replicating
extractive power structures, echoing the logic of
colonial plantations. Rising carbon prices only
heighten this risk. The Northern Kenya
Rangelands Carbon Project offers a cautionary
tale. Launched in 2012, it spanned 1.9 million
hectares and sought to remove 50 million tonnes
of CO:z over 30 years. Though framed as
community-led, the project has drawn scrutiny
for bypassing consent and weakening local land
rights, raising critical questions about who truly
controls and benefits from carbon projects. The
project introduced rotational grazing and
rangeland restoration, but cracks soon appeared.
In 2023, Verra suspended credit issuance after
advocacy groups highlighted flaws in soil carbon
measurement and a lack of free, prior, and
informed consent (FPIC) from indigenous
communities. Petitioners alleged that the
conservancies were created without public
consultation, on unregistered community land,
and enforced through armed rangers. In 2025, a
Kenyan court confirmed that key conservancies
had bypassed public participation, prompting a
second suspension by Verra. Community
conservancies, common across Kenya, are locally
managed bodies meant to promote sustainability
and protect livelihoods through elected
governance. In principle, they embody
decentralised, community-driven resource
management, Critics argue that the project's
top-down grazing restrictions and opaque
governance structures mirror colonial-era
resource control, infringing on pastoralist land
rights and underscoring the urgent need for
community-led, decolonised carbon initiatives.
Similarly, the Lake Turkana Wind Power
project (Kenya) fenced 1,50,000 acres of
community rangeland, cutting off herders from
azing routes and water; it raised the guestion of

whether sustainability is advancing at the
expense of the vulnerable.

India could face similar risks. Carbon projects
in afforestation, reforestation and agriculture
often extend into areas with customary land use.
Plantations on village commons or forest fringes
could disrupt access to grazing, fuelwood and
forest produce without community consent.
Agricultural projects have already shown signs of
bypassing marginalised caste farmers while
delivering few benefits. The Kenyan judgment is a
timely warning: unless land rights, consent and
fair benefit-sharing are secured, ndia’s carbon
market risks reproducing extractive models
under the guise of climate action.

Why carbon projects are vulnerable

Carbon projects can slip into “modern
plantations” when powerful companies dominate
and local communities are sidelined. In India,
farmers and tribal communities often face
information and power asymmetries that enable
opaque deals and unfair benefit-sharing.
Developers are not required to disclose
benefit-sharing arrangements, and practices are
often imposed top-down, with little regard for
local contexts or consent.

India’s Carhon Credit Trading Scheme, while
ambitious, focuses mainly on procedures and
compliance, with scant attention to land rights,
FPIC, and equitable revenue distribution. These
blind spots may expose vulnerable groups to
exclusion and exploitation as the market
expands,

Overregulation is not the solution, as
burdensome legal frameworks could discourage
even well-intentioned actors. What India needs is
a halanced, lightweight regulatory architecture
that guarantees transparency, formalises
benefit-sharing, and protects community rights,
without creating bureaucratic choke points.

Achieving this will require stakeholder
consultation, adaptive regulation and a clear-eyed
recognition of risks. Only then can India build
trust and integrity in its carbon market while
ensuring that climate action does not come at the
cost of justice.
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Is landlockedness the reason for Bihar’s underdevelopment?

I PARLEY I

(s election season in Bihar. While the
Opposition often speaks about the lack of
development and industrialisation in the
State, in its campaigns, the National
Democratic Alliance, which is in power, argues
that a change of government will bring back the
‘Jungle Raj’ of the earlier decade. What makes
Bihar one of India’s mest underdeveloped
States? Is landlockedness a reason for lis
underdevelopment, as some argue? R, Nagaraj
and Manindra Nath Thakur discuss the question
inac d d by Saptaparno

Ghosh. Edited excerpts;

It is often argued that Bibar is disadvantaged
because it is a landlocked State. Punjab and
Telangana are landlocked as well, and they
are doing relatively well. So how is being
landlocked a constraint for Bihar?

R. Nagaraj: If you look at the success of
Telangana, especially Hyderabad, it is mostly
because of the tertiary sector; it has nothing to
do with geography. If a State has an educated
workforce and good Infrastructure, being
landlocked will not be an issue. Punjab, 100, has
a developed network of railways and roads, and
has FCI (Food Corporation of India) godowns
across the country to help with export of crops.

Manindra Nath Thakur: Let us look at Bihar's
prominent exports: makhana, litchi, and com. It
has been difficult for Bihar to transport these
items from Pamna to West Bengal or to any port.
These, alongside the vegetables Bihar exports,
are perishable. Moreover, significant costs are
incurred due to road transport; time and
distance are crucial factors in agrarian exports.
One way Bibar is attempting (o resolve this issue
is by launching projects along the Ganga. So, it is
not that cancerns ahout being landlocked are
not genuine, but they cannot be cited as a major
reason for the State’s economic backwardness.

Prof. Nagaraj spoke of the tertiary sector;
you spoke of agrarian exports. Bihar has
been assessed as an agrarian economy, What
should be its imperative going forward:

industri or agr

MT: In the last 10 years, the Chief Minister has
tried to engage with industrialists. However,
industrialists have often raised concerns about
aceess to ports, citing the need to spend more
on transportation. Having said that, I do think
that in this modern capitalist system, no society
can think of surviving with just agricultural
peodducts. While Bihar should capitalise on its
potential in terms of agricultural production and
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processing, it must ultimately transition to
industry. Without that, there is no future.

RN: Before we think of high-technology and/or
manufacturing industries, we should consider
where the comparative advantage lies. Four-fifih
of Bihar's labour force is in agriculture. But
despite Bihar having fertile land and irrigation
facilities, agricultural productivity is mostly less
than the national average. Why Is agriculture not
plcking up? That is the big question.

In the 1970s or 80s, a comuitree set up under
the agricultural economist, S.R. Sen, was
figuring out bow to take the Green Revolution to
the Indo-Gangetic belt. It came up with a plan
for massive State investments in infrastructure
and electrification to ensure that States have
abundant water for the cultivation of wheat and
rice, Surprisingly, the Green Revolution spread
to the Malwa reglon of Madhya Pradesh rather
than the [ndo-Gangetic belt. We must
understand what went wrong.

1 think it will be both in Bihar's interest and
the national interest 10 get basic wheat, rice, and
sugarcane cultivation going. This way, western
India will be burdened less; it can conserve
maore water and move to value-added crops.

MT: On the agrarian front, T don't think Bihar
should repeat the mistake that Punjab made
during the Green Revolution, which produced a
water crisis. Although Bihar has abundant water,
it may face the same consequences as Punjab if
water is overused. Moreover, increasing
agricultural production is linked with the heavy
use af fertilizers and pesticides, creating a health
crisis. Therefore, I don't support the shifting of
agriculture to eastern India. Agriculture is not
profitable anywhere in the world unless it is
heavily supported by the State,

RN: Madhya Pradesh was also seen as a
backward State. |t does not have the same water

Y R It A

ILis not that concerns about being
landlocked are nat genuine, but they cannot
be cited as a major reason for the State's
economic backwardness

MANINDRA NATH THAKUR

resources as Bihar, yet the Green Revolution
expanded there. Prosperity in the Malwa region
is amazing. Therefore, 1 am sceptical about the
idea that agriculture has no potential

So what do you think are the factors that
contributed to Bihar's underdevelopment?

MT: Apart from what [ have said, there sre also
notions that the Centre is not interested in
Bihar's growth, The State, 1 think, is frozen in its
transition from feudalism to capitalism. One of

the reasons for this is the internal colonisation of

the State. Earlier, Bihar supplied raw materials,
but due to policies such as freight equalisation, it
suffered significantly, and industries didn't
develop locally, despite having the advantage of
raw material availability. Bihar ultimatefy lost
revenues and its natural advantage. Now, with a
supply of labour from Bihar, nobedy is
Interested in developing the State.

RN: A commodity where [reight equalisation
was done and which benefited eastern India was
cement. Steel did not accrue the same
advantage. Cement has heavy transport costs
compared to steel so the freight equalisation
policy for it helped eastern India.

Furthermore, why Biharis are leaving Bihar
has no element of capitalist conspiracy. In fact,
when invesuments in agriculture were made in
Bihar, migration o Punjab dedined. It is clear
that if people have more options at home, they
will not move out

Literature often suggests that Bihar hasa
‘socialist hangover’, and that
entrepreneurship does not draw confidence.

RN: The socialist ideology In Bihar is often
equated with caste politics and caste in genesal
~ basically, distributing limited resources across
various castes. If the focus shifts to productive
investment, it will do a lot of good for Bihar.
Policy must focts on how to augment
prixluction rather than looking at redistributing
the limited resources more equitably or in &
manner that helps people stay in power.

MT: Bihar has never really followed the socialist
moded, It also failed to understand the logic
behind India's shift to capitalism. Bihar is

currently at a significant disadvantage. For any
structural change, there must be a solid
commitment 1o reinvestment by the Union
government. Unless that is done, the transidon
to capital will not take place, With respect to
migration, if there are good working conditions
and a decent income, no Bihan would like to
migrate. The amount of investment required to
help Bihar move out of this *frozen transition’
phase has not been made, It eould be linked to
general societal politics. One argument, as
Shaibal Gupta used 10 make, relates to the Jack
of a distinct Bibari identity. Or as Prashant
Kishore says, of the concept of Bihari asmita,

Would special status be of any help to Bihar?

RN:1am not sure it would help. The bigger
question relates to whether it will be utilised
productively or not. Bihar lacks the stare
capacity to use it. Whereas, if you give the same
money to Andhra Pradesh or Tamil Nadu, they
will grab it and use it better.

Being among the poorest states, Bihar gets a
considerable amount of resources from the
Finance Commission on considerations of its
backwardness and 10 bring greater equality
among States. When those are not utilised, the
money lapses. Many of these grants are
performance-based - meaning the State must
raise fts own share of resources to access the full
amount. This often doesn’t happen in Bihar.

MT: If a good amount of money is invested, it
would certainly be beneficial. However, no
change will come unless we make sure that the
money we reinvest is not appropriated by a
small number of people - elites, politicians, and
contractors, If the money Is invested properly, it
leads to capital formation. But this also requires
akind of social revolution, one that raises public
awareness that these funds are not free gifts, but
more like loans. People must understand that
we need to rebuild and strengthen our society in
order to repay that investment.

About state capacity - many funding packages
include a clause requiring the state to contribute
a portion of the investment. Now, suppase you
give me W00 and tell me that [ have add to it to
utilise the amount, [ can’t do that as 1 don't have
the money, In 2 way that amounts to forcing me
not to use the money. The special status might
be of help — it might remove these conditions
and allow us to access the support without being
held back by limited state capaciry.

Ta listen to the full inte
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UPSC PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTION
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3. 359 & g aral Riarg o & HRUT fagR & YRA-T &7 ® gRd Hifd s ®u 3 hd TS|
STad FY A | HIH-I1/9 & /22
(a) P 1
(b) Had 1 3R 2
(c) Had 1 3R 3
(d) Pad 2 3R 3

UPSC MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
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quiet revisionism in constitutional

history is being seeded. Some

commentators now argue that Sir

Benegal Narsing Rau, the
Constitutional Adviser to the Constituent
Assembly, was the real architect of India’s
Constitution, while Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar,
the Chairman of the Drafting Committee, merely
polished an already finished product. This
argument may sound academic, but it is not. It
represents an attempt to diminish Dalit agency in
India’s founding story and to erase the moral
force that B.R. Ambedkar brought to the making
of the Republic.

Complementary, not competing

Both men were indispensable to the
Constitution’s creation, but their roles were
entirely different. Sir B.N. Rau, a distinguished
civil servant and jurist, was appointed
Constitutional Adviser in July 1946. His
assignment was technical and preparatory. Rau
had in British India, helped in the drafting of the
Government of India Act of 1935. Eleven years
later, he had to prepare a working draft of the
Constitution based on reports of the Constituent
Assembly's committees and his study of other
constitutions. He examined the American,
Canadian, Irish, Australian and Weimar models,
and consulted jurists such as Felix Frankfurter
and Harold Laski. In Octaber 1947, he submitted
his draft with 243 articles and 13 schedules. Rau's
document provided the Assembly with a starting
point. He had no seat in the Constituent
Assembly and no political mandate. His authority
was scholarly, not representative,

Ambedkar’s task was of a different order. As
Chairman of the Drafting Committee, he had to
turn a legal draft into a political covenant. He
carried the Constitution through the turbulence
of Partition, the murder of the Maharma and had
to defend its provisions, clause by clause, in the
Assembly. His responsibility was not only to
refine the text but also to build consensus among
sharply divided interests. Rau built the
framework. Ambedkar made it a living
instrument of justice.

Ambedkar never denied Raw’s contribution, In
his concluding address to the Constituent
Assembly on November 25, 1949, he said: “The
credit that is given to me does not really belong to
me. It belongs partly to Sir B.N. Rau, the
Constitutional Adviser to the Constituent
Assembly who prepared a rough draft of the
Constitution for the consideration of the Drafting
Committee.”

He also said, “A part of the credit must go to
the members of the Drafting Committee who, as 1
have said, have sat for 141 days... Much greater
share of the credit must go to Mr. S.N. Mukherjee,
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the Chief Draftsman of the Constitution. His
ability to put the most intricate proposals in the
simplest and clearest legal form can rarely be
equalled, nor his capacity for hard work.”

Thus the words which are often used to claim
that Rau, not Ambedkar, was the real author of
the Constitution in fact, show the opposite.
Ambedkar called Raw’s work a “rough draft”, not
a finished text. The Drafting Committee and the
Assembly turned that raw material into the
document that finally came into force in January
1950. Nor does any evidence exist to show that
Rau ever claimed to be the Constitution's author.
His correspondence at that ime with Ambedkar
and Jawaharlal Nehru conveys respect and
cooperation, The current effort to crown him as
“Father of the Constitution™ distorts both the
record and Raw's own modesty.

The political motive

The campaign to elevate Rau and sideline
Ambedkar is not driven by scholarship alone. It
reflects a discomfort with the idea that a Dalit
thinker could stand at the centre of the Republic’s
founding moment. Recasting Rau as the
Constitution's principal author is an attempt to
reclaim authorship for caste privilege. It tames
Ambedkar's radical legacy and turns a social
revolution into a bureaucratic exercise. The
Constitution is nat a sterile legal document., It is,
first and foremost, a social manifesto which
promises the dignity of the individual. It was born
out of conflict, hope and redemption. It
represented the arrival of the oppressed at the
table of power. To detach Ambedkar from it is to
rob it of its soul.

Ambedkar's presence in the Constituent
Assembly was itself the result of a decisive act of
political wisdom. He had originally been elected
from Bengal, but after Partition, that seat went to
Pakistan. Many within the Congress were hesitant
to bring him back because of past disagreements.
It was Mahatma Gandhi’s intervention that settled
the question.

Though Gandhi and Ambedkar had clashed
over separate electorates, Gandhi insisted that
Ambedkar must be part of the Assembly. He told
Congress leaders that no Constitution could claim
legitimacy if the Scheduled Castes were excluded
from its making.

As g result, Ambedkar was re-elected from the
Bombay Presidency. Gandhi's insistence was an
act of foresight. In 1947, when the nation was
fractured by religion, an alienated Dalit
leadership could have deepened the divide. By
ensuring Ambedkar's inclusion, Gandhi
prevented a crisis that could have weakened the
new Republic at its birth. Ambedkar's subsequent
leadership proved that inclusion right. He turned
the making of the Constitution into a moral

INDU
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enterprise that bound the country together,
Rau's draft provided the order and structure.
Ambedkar gave the Constitution its moral depth.
The provisions on Fundamental Rights, Directive
Principles, and affirmative action bear his
imprint. His speeches in the Assembly made the
Constitution a living moral philosophy.
Ambedkar warned that political equality
would fail without social and economic equality.
He said, “How long shall we continue to deny
equality in our social and economic life? 1f we
continue to deny it for long, we will do so only by
putting our political democracy in peril. We must
remove this contradiction at the earliest possible
moment or else those who suffer from inequality
will blow up the structure of political democracy
which this Assembly has so laboriously built up.”
That warning still remains the most powerful
moral statement in India’s constitutional history.

The peril of forgetting

Every Republic must guard its memory. The
attempt to raise Rau above Ambedkar is part ofa
larger effort to drain the Constitution of its radical
spirit. It presents the founding as a matter of
technical competence rather than social
transformation. To honour Ambedkar is not to
diminish Rau. Both served the Republic faithfully.
But the Constitution is more than a legal
framewaork. It is a statement of national purpose,
It needed a scholar's precision, but it also needed
a reformer’s conviction. Ambedkar was that
reformer.

When the Constitution was adopted, leaders
across the political spectrum, including Nehru,
Patel and Prasad, publicly acknowledged
Ambedkar’s central role. None suggested that Rau
was the Constitution's principal author. They
understood the difference between drafting a text
and shaping a nation's conscience.

Rau deserves admiration as a brilliant adviser.
Ambedkar deserves reverence as the
Constitution’s moral architect. The Constitution
was not written in the calm of colonial offices but
in the shadow of Partition, the Mahatma’s
assassination and caste oppression. To place
Ambedkar at its centre was not symbolic
generosity but a statement that India’s new order
would belong equally to those once excluded.

Ambedkar never claimed sole authorship. Yet,
his leadership of the Drafting Committee, his
defence of every clause, and his vision of liberty,
equality and fraternity have defined the Indian
Republic. To diminish his role is to betray the
Republic’s founding promise. Rau built the
structure; Ambedkar filled it with justice. Sir B.N.
Rau deserves gratitude as the constitutional
engineer. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar remains the
architect and moral founder of modern India.

To deny that truth is to deny the Republic.
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o 4 FULL LENGTH TEST ONE TIME PAYMENT

@ CHAPTERWISE PYQS DISCUSSION ns 251000"
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TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION

DAILY THE HINDU ANALYSIS

MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED) ONE TIME PAYMENT

RS 17,300/-
INSTALMENTS
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BILINGUAL CLASSES

DOUBT SESSIONS
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g MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

9 TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION
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DURATION : 2 YEARS

‘ DAILY CLASSES : 2 (90 MIN EACH)

. BOOKS - PT ORIENTED PYQ'S +
MAINS

. MAGZINE : HARD + SOFT COPY

. NCERT FOUNDATION

SEPERATE PT & MAINS QUESTION SOLVING CLASSES

@ TEST SERIES WITH DISCUSSION ONE TIME PAYMENT

ns 5&0“"
INSTALMENTS "
RS 55,000/-
@ MAINS ANSWER WRITING CLASSES

\ Register NOW ¢ https://tme/NITIN KuMAR (PsiR) () 99991 54587

@ MENTORSHIP (PERSONALISED)

BILINGUAL CLASSES & DOUBT SESSIONS



NNNNNNNN

Nitin sir classes

kuow your daily

CLASSES

TIME TABLE FOR DAILY CLASSES

e 07:30 PM - THE HINDU
ANALYSIS

e 09:00 PM - Daily Q & A
Session (PT + Mains)

SUBSCRIBE 0

Q HTTPS://T.ME/NITIN KUMAR (PSIR)
WWW.NITINSIRCLASSES.COM . . . . . ..




o3
fa ="
=

Roe KNOW YOUR TEACHERS

Nitin sir Classes

fHIS‘I’OﬂY + ART AND CULTURE\ f SOCIETY + SOCIAL ISSUES \ ﬁouw + OOVERNENC!)

Q IR + SOCIAL JUSTICE
E |

\‘“‘“‘" .\t GV,

(!cououcs scumu\ (m""' SECURITY + ENG. )

(MAINS)
& !, :.

o
Q mm m m\“ SINCH 3
SHARMA SHARDA NAND SIR ABHISHEK MISHRA
\ \ - | ARUNTOMAR SIR )
ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY f ETHICS AND APTITUDE + \ f CSAT \
AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT ESSAY + CURRENT AFFAIRS

=
>
=
&
S
w
[C]
uuuuuuuuuuuu / \ YOGESHSHARMASIR
GEOGRAPHY \ ( PSIR ¢ PUBLIC \
ADMINISTRATION

_—

2 3
: 9 g
o \ ’ o
nnnnnn ABMISHEK
Sl

MISHRASIR k NITIN KUMARSIR
n rclasses

¢ 8
& )

SHABIR SIR

g https://www.youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83 14

e

8 d r@ http://instagram.com/k.nitinca ﬁ?‘@
nuxunu:sm €D ttos:/jtme/NTIN XUMAR (PSIR) ;gg




)

@

167

B NITIN SIR®

oot booooon

Follow Viorxre

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Website : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20Omg

> Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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