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Page 06 : GS 3 – Climate Change / Environment /Prelims 

India, along with 13 countries and an African regional alliance, has announced the creation of a new “country 

platform” to streamline access to climate and nature finance from the Green Climate Fund (GCF). 

This initiative, unveiled during COP30 negotiations in Belém, Brazil, aims to overcome longstanding procedural 

hurdles and improve the disbursal and utilisation of climate finance. 
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Static Context 

1. What is the Green Climate Fund (GCF)? 

 Established in 2010 under the UNFCCC. 
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 Aims to support developing countries in: 

o mitigation of climate change 

o adaptation to climate impacts 

 Commits to mobilising $100 billion annually (collective goal by developed nations). 

 India has been accessing GCF funds since 2015. 

2. Country Platform — Concept 

 A coordination mechanism involving national ministries, financial institutions, and international partners. 

 Aims to: 

o streamline project proposals 

o integrate national climate priorities 

o reduce fragmentation 

o increase speed and scale of finance inflow 

3. Article 9 of Paris Agreement 

 Developed countries shall: 

o provide financial support to developing nations 

o report transparently on climate finance 

 Emphasises predictability, transparency, and adequacy. 

Current Context  

1. Why is the country platform needed now? 

 GCF has commitments worth $19 billion, but only one-fourth is disbursed. 

 Developing countries face: 

o complex application procedures 

o lack of technical support 

o slow disbursal timelines 

 India wants to shift from a fragmented approach to a more unified national system for climate finance. 

2. Developments at COP30 

 India and 13 nations submitted plans. 

 African Island States Climate Commission and many others announced similar platforms. 

 The number of global platforms increased to 16. 

3. India’s performance 
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 As of August 2024: 

o India received $782 million from GCF. 

o Supports 11 projects covering: 

 renewable energy 

 coastal resilience 

 transport 

 MSMEs 

 Majority of funds are concessional loans, not grants. 

4. Challenges in Global Climate Finance 

 Negotiations for the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA) still slow. 

 Difficulty in agreeing to indicators for tracking adaptation progress. 

Significance for India 

1. Better access to climate funds 

The platform will help: 

 fast-track project proposals 

 mobilize larger climate finance 

 support India’s climate goals (NDCs) 

2. Reducing dependency on fragmented institutional channels 

At present: 

 proposals routed through multiple ministries and agencies 

 delays in submission and approval 

The platform may act as a central climate finance hub. 

3. Boost to Adaptation Finance 

India struggles to get adequate adaptation financing; the platform may: 

 help identify priority sectors 

 align data and indicators with global processes 

 bring in private finance 



    

                    
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

6 

4. Strengthening India’s stand in climate negotiations 

A functional platform helps India: 

 set an example for other developing nations 

 strengthen G77 & China group demands 

 press developed nations for predictable, transparent funding 

Challenges Ahead 

1. Administrative capacity constraints 

Coordinating ministries, private sector, and GCF norms is complex. 

2. Technical expertise gaps 

Many states lack climate finance experts to draft bankable proposals. 

3. Dependence on concessional loans over grants 

Raises concerns of debt burden. 

4. Slow global negotiations on adaptation indicators 

Affects India’s ability to access large adaptation funds. 

Way Forward 

1. Strengthen national climate finance architecture 

 Build capacity in state departments. 

 Train officials on GCF proposal drafting. 

2. Promote public–private partnerships 

Mobilise private capital for: 

 renewable energy 

 green hydrogen 

 climate-resilient infrastructure 

3. Ensure transparency and accurate reporting 

 Improve MRV (Monitoring, Reporting, Verification) systems. 

 Align with global adaptation indicators for faster approvals. 

4. Push for reform in GCF structure 
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 simplified proposal procedures 

 faster disbursal 

 more grants for adaptation 

Conclusion 

The creation of a country platform marks a crucial step for India to enhance its access to global climate finance. 

With climate impacts intensifying and adaptation needs rising, streamlined financial mechanisms are essential. 

While challenges persist—particularly around technical capacity and slow global negotiations—India’s proactive 

engagement can significantly strengthen its climate resilience and leadership among developing nations. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques:   With reference to the Green Climate Fund (GCF), consider the following statements: 

1. It was established under the UNFCCC to help developing countries in mitigation and adaptation. 

2. India has been accessing GCF funds since 2015. 

3. Most of India’s GCF funding has come in the form of grants, not concessional loans. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: A 

 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 
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Ques: “The creation of country platforms for climate and nature finance can significantly improve developing 

countries’ access to the Green Climate Fund (GCF). However, structural and procedural challenges remain.” 

Discuss. (150 Words) 

 

 

 

Page 07 : GS 3 : Science & Tech / Prelims 

A recent study published in Physical Review Letters has revealed an unusual phenomenon: reading a quantum 

clock consumes far more energy than maintaining it, overturning classical ideas of time measurement. 

This finding has deep implications for quantum thermodynamics, quantum information systems, ultra-precise 

time-keeping, and potentially the future of atomic clocks and quantum technologies. 

The study, involving researchers from Austria, Switzerland, Ireland, Italy, and the U.K., suggests that extracting time 

information from a quantum system inherently produces entropy, making the act of measurement itself costly. 
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Static Context  

1. What is a Quantum Clock? 

 A device whose timekeeping is based on quantum mechanical states (like electron tunnelling, atomic 

transitions). 
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 Unlike classical clocks (pendulum, quartz crystal), a quantum clock is: 

o governed by probabilistic behaviour 

o susceptible to random backward fluctuations 

o sensitive to measurement-induced disturbances 

2. Second Law of Thermodynamics 

 Entropy of an isolated system never decreases. 

 This gives direction to time (the "arrow of time"). 

Quantum systems, however, can show local decreases or reversals temporarily. 

3. Measurement in Quantum Mechanics 

 According to the observer effect, measuring a quantum system: 

o affects its state 

o may introduce decoherence 

o imposes thermodynamic costs (Landauer’s principle) 

4. Landauer’s Principle 

 Information processing has a minimum thermodynamic energy cost. 

 Erasing or observing information generates entropy. 

This principle underlies why observing a quantum clock costs energy. 

Current Context  

1. The Central Finding 

 Reading the quantum clock (extracting time information) 

consumes orders of magnitude more energy 

than keeping the quantum clock ticking. 

2. What Researchers Did 

 Built a quantum clock using: 

o a double quantum dot (DQD) 

o electron tunnelling events 

o nearby quantum sensors 

 Measured time by observing changes in the electron’s position. 
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3. Key Observation 

 Extracting classical information from the clock: 

o required continuous observation 

o produced significant entropy 

o caused energy dissipation far greater than the clock’s own operational energy 

Thus, the cost of measurement dominates over the cost of running the system. 

4. Why This Happens 

 Quantum systems are in probabilistic states. 

 The clock’s internal evolution doesn’t produce entropy if unobserved. 

 But to know the time, one must: 

o extract classical information 

o stabilize the system 

o pay the thermodynamic “cost of information” 

5. Implications for Timekeeping 

 At ultra-small scales, the act of reading time is more expensive than time’s evolution itself. 

 This insight challenges the classical assumption that: 

"reading a clock is trivial compared to running it." 

Significance for Science & Technology 

1. Quantum Technologies 

This research impacts: 

 quantum computing 

 quantum communication 

 ultra-precise sensors 

 next-generation atomic clocks 

2. Ultra-precise Timekeeping 

 Modern technologies rely on precise clocks (GPS, telecom, high-frequency trading). 

 Quantum clocks could revolutionise precision, but: 

o measurement limits accuracy 
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o energy costs may constrain miniaturisation 

3. Thermodynamic Cost of Information 

 Supports the idea that information has physical cost. 

 Strengthens the bridge between: 

o quantum information theory 

o thermodynamics 

o statistical mechanics 

Challenges Highlighted 

1. Measurement Back-action 

 Reading a quantum clock can disturb it. 

2. Entropy Generation 

 Measurement produces entropy even if clock evolution doesn’t. 

3. Energy Inefficiency 

 Extracting readable classical data is highly energy-intensive. 

4. Scalability Issues 

 Practical quantum clocks must minimise: 

o decoherence 

o thermodynamic overheads 

Conclusion 

The study reveals a counterintuitive truth: in the quantum world, information itself has a cost, and reading a 

quantum clock requires more energy than maintaining it. 

This discovery deepens our understanding of quantum measurement, entropy, and time while also shaping the 

future of precision timekeeping and quantum technologies. 

As nations—including India through the National Quantum Mission—push toward quantum supremacy, such 

findings will play a pivotal role in designing efficient, scalable quantum systems. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : Consider the following statements about Quantum Clocks: 

1. Their functioning is based on classical oscillations like quartz vibrations. 

2. Measuring their time requires extracting information from quantum states. 

3. The process of measurement in a quantum clock can generate entropy. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 2 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ansr: B 

 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :  The discovery that extracting time information from a quantum clock costs more energy than keeping it 
running challenges classical notions of timekeeping. Discuss the scientific significance of this finding and its 
implications for quantum technologies.” (250 words)  
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Page : 08 : GS 3 : Environment & Ecology / Prelims 

 

Every winter, Delhi plunges into a severe air-quality crisis, with AQI routinely crossing 400+ (“severe”), forcing 

school closures, flight delays, and severe public health impacts. The article argues that Delhi’s air pollution is a 

“wicked problem” — a complex, multi-dimensional challenge with no simple solution, requiring bold policy 

interventions, inter-State coordination, and citizen participation. 

This recurring crisis highlights a structural failure rather than a seasonal inconvenience. 
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Static Context  

1. What is Air Pollution? 

Air pollution refers to the presence of harmful substances in the air — particulate matter (PM₂.₅, PM₁₀), NOx, SO₂, 

ozone, hydrocarbons, etc. 

2. Key Pollutants 

 PM₂.₅ → fine particles <2.5 microns; penetrate lungs, bloodstream 
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 PM₁₀ → coarse particles 

 NO₂, SO₂, CO, Ozone 

3. AQI (Air Quality Index) 

 Measures air pollution levels on a scale of 0–500 

 400+ = Severe, hazardous for all 

4. “Wicked Problem” 

A term used in public policy to describe: 

 multi-dimensional issues 

 no clear solution 

 interconnected causes 

 require long-term systemic response 

Air pollution fits this definition perfectly. 

5. Regulatory Bodies 

 CPCB 

 EPCA (now dissolved) 

 CAQM (Commission for Air Quality Management) 

 NCR Pollution Control Boards 

Current Context (From the Article) 

1. Why Delhi’s Pollution is Persistent 

 A combination of geographical, meteorological, and anthropogenic factors 

 Surrounded by Aravallis → blocked airflow 

 Winter temperature inversion traps pollutants 

 3.3 crore registered vehicles 

 Industrial emissions, construction dust 

 Biomass burning & stubble burning (Punjab & Haryana) 

 Firecrackers 

 Outdated industrial technologies 

 Poor enforcement of existing laws 

2. Health Impacts Highlighted 

 Life expectancy reduction by up to 10 years 

 Rise in asthma, COPD, bronchitis 

 Heart attacks, stroke, hypertension 

 DNA damage & oxidative stress 

 Mental health impacts → anxiety, depression 

 Children & elderly most affected 

3. Governance Failures Identified 
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 Fragmented responsibilities (Delhi govt, Haryana, Punjab, Centre, CAQM) 

 Delayed execution 

 Policy confusion during winter surge 

 Lack of long-term structural planning 

4. Socio-economic Issues 

 Farmers burn stubble due to economic constraints 

 Migrants, poor workers disproportionately harmed 

 Health costs rising 

 People relocating to other cities 

Analysis — Why is Delhi’s Air a “Wicked Problem”? 

1. Multi-Causal 

 Vehicles, industry, construction, dust, waste burning, stubble burning, thermal plants 

2. Multi-Level Governance 

 Centre, Delhi govt, UP, Haryana, Punjab → conflicting priorities 

3. Seasonal Meteorological Traps 

 Temperature inversion, low wind speeds, cold air, basin-like topography 

4. Socio-Economic Constraints 

 Farmers dependent on crop cycles 

 Urban poor exposed to maximum pollution 

5. Behavioural Dimensions 

 People use firecrackers 

 High private vehicle dependence 

 Weak compliance 

6. Inadequate Enforcement 

 Rules exist → weak implementation 

 Industries use outdated tech 

 

Key Solutions Highlighted in the Article 

1. Inter-State Collaboration (Crucial) 

 Delhi cannot solve pollution alone 

 Coordinated efforts with Punjab, Haryana, UP 

2. Long-Term Structural Measures 

 Reduce vehicle dependence 

 Improve public transport 

 Ultra Low Emission Zones (London model) 

3. Stubble Management 
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 Promote Happy Seeder, Pusa bio-decomposer 

 Provide MSP-linked incentives 

 Set up decentralised machinery banks 

 Penalize burning AND reward alternatives 

4. Industry Reforms 

 Ban dirty fuels 

 Enforce emissions standards 

 Shift to renewable energy 

 Upgrade old power plants 

 Strict enforcement at borders 

5. Construction Dust Control 

 Real-time monitoring 

 Hefty fines 

 Green construction norms 

6. Behavioural Solutions 

 Awareness + citizen participation 

 Curb firecracker use 

 Encourage shared mobility 

7. Technological Measures 

 Smog towers (limited effect) 

 Remote sensing & satellite monitoring of stubble burning 

 AI-based traffic management 

Challenges to Clean Air Action 

 Lack of political will 

 Short-termism: actions taken only during winter 

 Weak enforcement 

 Farmers’ livelihood constraints 

 Poor accountability 

 Fragmented governance 

 Public apathy 

 Rapid urbanisation 

 

Conclusion 

Delhi’s air pollution is a chronic structural crisis requiring bold, long-term, multi-level intervention rather than 

seasonal firefighting. As the article emphasises, it is a “wicked problem” shaped by geography, weather, economic 

pressures, and governance failures. Only a coordinated, multi-State, multi-sectoral strategy—combined with strong 
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political will, technological innovation, and behavioural change—can bring sustainable improvements. Clean air 

must be treated not as a luxury, but as a fundamental right and a shared responsibility. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : ‘Temperature inversion’ often leads to: 

A. Enhanced vertical mixing of air 

B. Increased dispersion of pollutants 

C. Trapping of pollutants near the surface 

D. Higher humidity levels in lower troposphere 

Ansr: C 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question    

Ques : Delhi’s recurring winter air pollution has been described as a “wicked problem” involving complex 

socio-economic, technological and governance challenges. Analyse. 
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In news : GS 2 : Governance & Polity 

Digital Personal Data Protection Act (DPDP Act), 2023, and the draft DPDP Rules, 2025 together mark India’s first 

comprehensive legal framework for data protection. As India becomes one of the world’s largest digital economies, 

issues of privacy, surveillance, data misuse, and transparency have gained urgency. 

The recently notified DPDP Rules, 2025 and amendments to the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 have 

triggered concerns around citizen rights, government accountability, and the balance between privacy and 

transparency. 
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CURRENT CONTEXT 

1. DPDP Act, 2023 – Key Features 

 India’s first standalone data protection law (like GDPR of EU, Singapore PDPA 2012). 

 Regulates how data fiduciaries (companies/government bodies collecting data) handle information of data 

principals (users). 

 Mandatory consent, notice, data minimization, purpose limitation. 

 Obligates encryption and security safeguards. 

 Provides rights to users: 

o Right to access and correct their data 

o Right to erase 

o Right to grievance redressal 
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2. DPDP Rules, 2025 – What They Seek to Operationalize 

A. Consent and Data Rights 

 Data fiduciaries must clearly disclose: 

o What data they collect 

o Why they collect it 

o How it will be used 

 Users can withdraw consent at any time. 

 Users can demand deletion/modification of their data. 

B. Data Protection Board of India (DPBI) 

 Functions like an adjudicatory body. 

 Handles: 

o Breach notifications 

o Penalty decisions 

o Compliance oversight 

 Though the Act was notified in 2023, the Board is only now being set up. 

C. Penalties 

 Fines can range from ₹10,000 to ₹250 crore depending on severity and non-compliance. 

D. Enforcement Timeline 

 Firms get up to 18 months to fully comply with all technical and organisational requirements. 

3. Amendment to RTI Act – Why Controversial? 

The government notified an amendment to Section 8(1)(j) of RTI Act, 2005. 

Earlier provision: 

 Personal information could be withheld only if: 

o It had no public interest 

 RTI allowed disclosure of personal data when public interest > privacy. 

New change by DPDP Act: 

 Removes the “public interest override”. 
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 Makes it easier for public authorities to deny personal information requests even if public interest is high. 

Concerns raised by MKSS, NCPRI, activists: 

 Hampers ability to conduct public audits. 

 Makes it harder to expose corruption or misgovernance. 

 Could allow misuse to shield wrongdoing under the guise of “protection of personal data”. 

Example: 

RTI activists use personal details like muster rolls, job records, land allotment lists, etc., to detect corruption. 

These may now be withheld. 

4. Why is the amendment being criticised? 

 Weakens transparency and public accountability. 

 Facilitates bureaucratic secrecy. 

 Could reduce the effectiveness of RTI — one of India’s strongest tools against corruption. 

 Contradiction: Government exempt from major obligations of DPDP Act, while private firms face stricter 

compliance. 

5. Why is the DPDP Act important for India? 

Opportunities 

 Boosts trust in India’s digital economy. 

 Aligns India with global data protection norms. 

 Essential for cross-border data flows with EU, US. 

 Strengthens user control over personal data. 

Challenges 

 Government exemptions dilute privacy. 

 Weak independence of Data Protection Board. 

 Tension between privacy and transparency (RTI). 

 Implementation capacity of SMEs is low. 

 Limited data literacy among citizens. 

STATIC CONTEXT FOR UPSC 

Historical Background 
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 Based on the Puttaswamy Judgment (2017) → Privacy is a Fundamental Right under Article 21. 

 Justice Srikrishna Committee (2018) gave first draft Data Protection Bill. 

 Several versions introduced (2019, 2021) → finally passed in 2023. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025 mark a major leap in India’s data governance framework. While 

they strengthen user rights, promote responsible data use, and enable India’s digital economy to integrate with 

global standards, the controversial amendment to the RTI Act raises serious concerns about transparency and 

democratic accountability. 

The challenge before the government is to balance privacy, transparency, and innovation while maintaining 

citizens' trust in the digital State. A robust, independent, and accountable data protection ecosystem is essential for 

India’s digital future. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Q. “The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 attempts to balance individual privacy with the 

needs of a growing digital economy. However, exemptions to the State and the amendments to the RTI Act 

undermine this balance.” Discuss. (150 Words) 
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In news  : Prelims 
India is one of the world’s largest producers of fruits, vegetables, cereals, spices, marine products, and 

processed foods. While global demand for Indian agricultural goods is rising, persistent port-related 

inefficiencies—high handling costs, weak cold-chain infrastructure, delays, and inadequate storage—are eroding 

export competitiveness and reducing returns for farmers, processors, and exporters. 

India’s goal of becoming a global agricultural export hub cannot be achieved without modern, efficient, and 

technology-driven ports. 

 

 

CURRENT CONTEXT  

1. India’s Agri Export Dependence on Ports 

 Only 10–20% of agri exports go by air; 

 80%+ depends on seaports, making port efficiency crucial. 
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2. Key Structural Problems at Indian Ports Affecting Agri Exports 

A. High Handling Charges 

 At Visakhapatnam, handling charges are significantly higher than neighbouring ports (Kakinada, 

Gangavaram). 

 Acts like a “hidden export tax”. 

B. Cargo Contamination & Quality Loss 

 Outdated handling practices 

 Poor mechanisation 

 Inadequate quality standards 

 Particularly harmful for perishables like fruits & vegetables. 

C. Storage & Cold-chain Deficiencies 

 Many ports depend on facilities more than 15 km away → high first-mile costs. 

 Cold-chain remains inadequate; warehouse rentals often uncompetitive. 

 Delays increase spoilage risk for horticultural produce. 

D. Shortage of Manpower & Surveyors 

 Shortage of rake-siding labour and surveyors causes: 

o Delays in operations 

o Demurrage penalties 

o Reduced export credibility in quality-sensitive markets 

3. Untapped Advantages of Some Ports 

Ports like Visakhapatnam, JSW are close to major agri belts: 

 Andhra Pradesh 
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 Maharashtra 

 Karnataka 

 Tamil Nadu 

These states supply: 

 Rice, banana, mango, onion, spices 

 Marine products 

 Processed food commodities 

India’s growing import needs—edible oils, pulses, natural rubber—also demand efficient two-way agricultural 

trade handling. 

4. Needed Reforms for Port-Led Agri Export Growth 

A. Strengthen Cold-chain Infrastructure 

 Investments in: 

o Pre-cooling 

o Hot-water treatment 

o Irradiation 

o Temperature-controlled storage 

→ Can reduce post-harvest losses by 30–40%. 

B. Infrastructure Grants 

 Leverage schemes like: 

o APEDA 

o National Horticulture Board 

o PM Kisan Sampada Yojana 

→ To build modern export facilities. 
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C. Improve Inter-Agency Coordination 

 Key agencies that must work seamlessly: 

o Plant Quarantine 

o FSSAI 

o NPPO (National Plant Protection Organisation) 

o Customs 

→ To reduce procedural delays. 

D. Technology Adoption 

 RFID tracking 

 End-to-end digital documentation 

 Predictive analytics for logistics 

 Blockchain for traceability 

E. Dedicated Agri-Berths 

 Helps avoid berthing delays. 

 Reduce contamination risks. 

F. Reforms in Port Governance 

 Modernisation of: 

o Handling equipment 

o Warehousing 

o Cold storage 

o Last-mile connectivity 

 Promote PPP for port infra. 
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STATIC CONTEXT  

APEDA (1985) 

 Under Ministry of Commerce. 

 Promotes export of scheduled agricultural & processed commodities. 

 Provides infrastructure support, certification, branding. 

FSSAI 

 Ensures food safety standards for exports. 

NPPO 

 Issues phytosanitary certificates required for export of plants/plant products. 

Sagarmala Programme 

 Aims to modernise ports, improve connectivity, reduce logistics costs. 

Logistics Performance Index (LPI) 

 India still ranks low in: 

o Timeliness 

o Infrastructure 

o Customs clearance 

Warehousing (WDRA) 

 Ensures scientific storage; still gaps exist. 

CONCLUSION 

For India to increase its agriculture export footprint and achieve its ambition of a $5 trillion economy, ports 

must evolve into efficient, technology-enabled and future-ready trade gateways. 

Modernisation of port infrastructure, better cold-chain capacity, reduced handling charges, improved 

governance, and seamless coordination among regulatory agencies are essential. 



    

                    
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

30 

A well-functioning port ecosystem will not only enhance export competitiveness but also ensure higher value 

realisation for millions of Indian farmers and agri enterprises. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

With reference to India’s agricultural exports, consider the following statements: 

1. More than 80% of India’s agri-exports are shipped through seaports. 

2. Only around 10–20% of agri-exports use air cargo. 

3. Ports such as Visakhapatnam and JSW are located close to major agricultural production belts. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context :  

 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, is India’s primary legislation 

to safeguard children from sexual abuse. A recent Supreme Court notice on a case involving a 

woman accused of penetrative sexual assault on a minor boy reignites a crucial debate: Is 

POCSO gender-neutral in its application to perpetrators? While the petitioner argues that the 

GS. Paper 2 Polity, Governance  

UPSC Mains Practice Question : PYQ : “Discuss whether the POCSO Act, 2012 can be considered gender-

neutral in its application to perpetrators of child sexual offences. Examine the implications of such an 

interpretation.” (150 Words) 
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law targets only male offenders, statutory interpretation, legislative intent and child protection 

principles overwhelmingly support a gender-neutral reading of POCSO. 

 

Current Context  

 A woman has been charged under Section 3 (penetrative sexual assault) of POCSO. 

 She argues that the provision is gender-specific because it uses male pronouns ("he"). 

 Supreme Court has issued notice, making this a significant case for future interpretation. 

 Government records (2024 Lok Sabha reply) state clearly: POCSO is gender-neutral. 

 The issue affects the broader justice system, child rights, and consistency with other 

gendered laws like Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) Section 63 (rape). 

 

Static Context  

About POCSO Act, 2012 

 Enacted to protect children (<18 years) from sexual assault, harassment, pornography. 

 Gender-neutral law → both boys and girls can be victims. 

 Covers a wide spectrum of offences beyond penile penetration. 

 Special Courts for speedy trial. 

General Clauses Act, 1897 

 Section 13(1): Words importing masculine gender include females (unless context says 

otherwise). 

 Important rule of statutory interpretation. 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (2023) – Section 63 

 Defines rape as an act committed by a man against a woman. 

 Clearly gender-specific, unlike POCSO. 

Supreme Court Precedent: Sakshi v. Union of India (2004) 

 Recognised child sexual abuse goes beyond penile-vaginal intercourse. 
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Detailed Analysis  

1. Textual interpretation supports gender neutrality 

 Section 3 involves: 

o digit penetration 

o object penetration 

o oral penetration 

o making a child perform sexual acts 

 These acts can be committed by any gender, not only men. 

 Use of “he” is overridden by Section 13(1) of General Clauses Act → masculine includes 

feminine. 

2. Legislative intent confirms neutrality 

 Lok Sabha Written Reply (Dec 2024): “POCSO is a gender-neutral Act.” 

 2019 Amendment Bill’s statement reiterated this. 

 If Parliament wanted gender specificity, it would have drafted Section 3 like BNS Section 

63—explicitly stating "a man" and "a woman". 

 Instead, POCSO uses gender-neutral language deliberately. 

3. Purpose of the law demands neutrality 

 Child sexual abuse ≠ only male predator/female victim. 

 Abuse arises from power imbalance, trust violations—not only gender dynamics. 

 Research shows women also commit sexual offences, though numbers are lower. 

 Gender-specific interpretation would: 

o invalidate experiences of male victims 

o exempt female offenders 

o compromise child safety 

Thus, gender neutrality aligns with the Act’s objective: protecting all children from all 

offenders. 
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Conclusion 

POCSO’s text, legislative intent and the broader constitutional ethos of child protection 

collectively affirm that the Act is gender-neutral for both victims and perpetrators. Restricting 

the law to male offenders would deny justice to many child survivors, overlook real forms of 

abuse, and undermine the purpose of the Act. A gender-neutral interpretation is therefore 

essential to uphold the law’s protective framework and ensure that every child is safeguarded, 

irrespective of who the offender is. 
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