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India to spruce up mechanisms

for accessing climate finance

A new ‘country platform' is expected to help India tap Green Climate Fund resources more easily: the fund has faced
criticism from developing countries for its complex disbursal procedures and lack of technical support to avail it

Jacob Koshy
BELEM, BRAZIL

ndia was among the 13
lcountries and a re-

gional alliance of Afri-
can countries that an-
nounced plans to set up a
national platform for “cli-
mate and nature finance”
at a ministerial event dur-
ing the COP30 under way
in Belem, Brazil, on Satur-
day. This would be coordi-
nated through the Green
Climate Fund (GCF), an in-
stitutional mechanism that
has been at work since
2015, to fund projects in
developing countries to
adapt to unfolding climate
change and to invest in
clean energy.

Despite  being  the
world’s largest institutional
mechanism for disbursing
funds for elimate finance,
with commitments worth
$19 billion, only a quarter
of it has been properly allo-
cated as of 2024. The GCF
faces criticism from deve-
loping countries that its
disbursal mechanisms are
often difficult to comply
with and there is limited
technical support to avail
these funds.

A stated goal of the GCF
is to ensure that its funds
are evenly split between
adaptation and mitigation.

The Belem ministerial
event, co-hosted by Brazil's
Ministry of Finance and

Rifae de

The ministerial event on climate finance under way in Belem, Brazil, on Saturday. X/@THEGCF

the GCF, brought together
Ministers and other senior
government officials as
well as international, na-
tional, public, and private
climate finance leaders.

New ‘country platform’
While India already engag-
es with the GCF, it is be-
lieved that a new “country
platform” for “climate and
nature finance” would
help the country move
away from a “fragmented
approach” towards access-
ing funds.

This is especially signifi-
cant in a year when calls
from developing countries
for prioritising adaptation
and improving access to
climate finance are particu-

1. A FeTgHe W (oiRfiuw) w1 82

larly resonant, especially
at the ongoing proceedings
of COP30. The Hindu
reached out to the Envi-
ronment Ministry for more
clarity on the country plat-
form but did not receive a
comment until press time.

Halfway through nego-
tiations on Saturday, India
was leading developing
countries’ clamour for a fo-
cused discussion and road
map on a section of the Pa-
ris Agreement called Arti-
cle 9.1, which mandates
that developed countries
provide funds for mitiga-
tion and adaptation.

The announcement of
such a platform also ties in
with expectations that ne-
gotiators may finalise a list

of indicators that can be
used to measure progress
towards the so-called Glo-
bal Goal on Adaptation
(GGA). Progress on pro-
ducing an agreed list of in-
dicators has been difficult,
with nearly 90 experts
working over two years to
narrow down a list of al-
most 10,000 potential indi-
cators to a final set of just
100, which is supposed to
be adopted at COP30, ac-
cording to a report by Mol-
ly Lempriere, an analyst
for Carbon Brief, an agen-
cy that tracks climate
negotiations.

However, with India,
among other countries ex-
pected to announce Na-
tional Adaptation Plans,

there is greater vocal sup-
port and interest in having
a concrete outcome on the
GGA.

Announcing their coun-
try and regional platforms,
representatives from the
African Tslands States Cli-
mate Commission (AISCC)
~ Cambodia, Colombia, In-
dia, Kazakhstan, Lesotho,
Mongolia, Nigeria, Oman,
Panama, Rwanda, the Do-
minican Republic, Togo,
and South Africa — shared
their vision and strategies
for leveraging country plat-
forms to accelerate climate
action. This brings the
number of platforms to 16,
with the previously esta-
blished Brazil Country
Platform and Caribbean
Regional Platform, accord-
ing to a note from the GCF.

GCF support for India
As of August 2024, India
has received commitment
from the GCF for 11 pro-
Jjects worth $782 million to
mitigate and adapt to cli-
mate change in sectors, in-
cluding water, clean ener-
gy, coastal, livelihood,
transport, medium and
small enterprises and cli-
mate start-ups. A bulk of
the financing is in the form
of concessional loans.

India’s Environment Mi-
nistry is the primary access
point (or the Nodal Desig-
nated Authority) for GCF-
linked funding.
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Delhi’s air. a ‘wic

ach winter, as Delhi wakes under a grey

sky and the air thickens with smoke, the

city relives a familiar crisis. Schools

close, flights are delayed, and citizens
scramble for masks as the Air Quality [ndex (AQI)
routinely breaches 400 - the “severe” mark.
Deepavali prompts a fresh round of
breast-beating as the spate of firecrackers adds
more smoke and pollutants to the
already-unbreathable air. But this is nota
seasonal inconvenience; it is a chronic public
health emergency. And yet, year after vear, we
treat it as a passing nuisance rather than a
structural failure.

Since 2015, T have personally convened and
conducted an annual Round Table on Clean Air
with different stakeholders — public health
experts, environmentalists, science journalists,
Members of Parliament, and even Ministers.
Every year I seek different institutional partners
and a wider circle of attendees in the hope of
enlarging the number of those determined to do
something about the air we breathe. Yet, little
seems to move,

The ex res of b hing the national
capital’s foul air are devastating, Long-term
expaosure to Delhi’s toxic air can reduce life
expectancy by up to 10 years, especially in areas
with consistently high PMzs levels. There isa
sharp rise in asthma, bronchitis, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and lung
infections, particularly during winter months.
Fine particulate matter (PMzs) penetrates the
bloodstream, increasing the risk of heart attacks,
strokes and hypertension in Delhi residents, and
prolonged exposure to airborne toxins is linked to
lung damage due to oxidative stress and DNA
damage. Air pollution has even been associated
with cognitive decline, depression and anxiety,
especially in children and the elderly, as well as to
rheumatoid arthritis, lupus and multiple
sclerosis, due to systemic inflammation and
auto-immune disruptions. People are relocating
from Dellii, even at the cost of their careers, in
order to avoid exposing their families and
themselves to such risks,

The complexity of Delhi’s problem
Air pollution costs India an estimated 1.36% of its
GDP annually — roughly $36.8 billion — due to
health-care expenses, lost productivity and
premature deaths. Delhi’s reputation as one of
the world’s most polluted cities deters
international tourists and investors. And vet,
resources are being diverted o emergency
responses (such as cloud-seeding to precipitate
rain, and domestic air purifiers, including for
government offices), rather than investing in
long-term sustainable solutions.

Delhi’s air pollution is not born of a single
source. [tis the sum of many small catastrophes

wfow def
1. 9T UGHT T &2

Shashi Tharoor

is a fourth-term
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Delhi can
breathe cleaner
air again if its
citizens act
with urgency,
coordination
and courage,
and follow a
sustained and
science-led
strategy

— geographical, meteorological, and man-made —
that together create a toxic haze. To solve it, we
must first understand its complexity. Delhi’s
geography itselfis a liahility. The city lies in a
basin-like formation, flanked by the Aravalli hills,
which restrict air flow and prevent pollutants
from dispersing easily. During October to January,
high-pressure systems settle over northern India,
leading to temperature inversion — a
phenomenon where cooler air near the surface is
trapped beneath warmer air above. This
inversion, coupled with low wind speeds, locks
pollutants close to the ground, twrning Dethi into
a bowl of poison. This metecrological trap is not
unique to Delhi, Cities such as Los Angeles,
surrounded by mountains, have faced similar
challenges. But they responded with aggressive
policy, technological innovation and public
engagement. Delhi must do the same.

In Delhi’s case, the natural disadvantages are
compounded by human negligence, Delhi NCR
has over 3.3 crore registered vehicles. Diesel
trucks, two-wheelers, and ageing buses spew
nitrogen oxides and PM: s particles into the air.
Despite BS-VI (Bharat Stage 6) norms,
enforcement remains patchy. Rapid urbanisation
has also led to unregulated construction, with
debris and dust contributing nearly 27% of PMzs
levels. Covering sites and enforcing dust-comtrol
norms are routinely ignored. Factories and power
plants in neighbouring States release sulphur
dioxide and other toxins, Many still use outdated
technologies and lack emission filters.

And then there are the well-known villains
everyone likes to blame. Stubble-burning is a
hardy perennial: each autumn, farmers in Punjab
and Haryana burn crop residue, sending plumes
of smoke into Delhi’s skies. Despite court orders
and subsidies for alternatives, the practice
persists due to economic constraints and a lack of
viable machinery. Deepavali celebrations and
open waste burning add short-term but severe
spikes in pollution, Even “green crackers” have
proven ineflective when used en masse,

Delhi’s air crisis is a textbook example of a
“wicked problemy” - a challenge too complex,
cross-cutting, and politically fraught for any
single solution. The causes are interlinked, the
stakeholders are fragmented, and the
consequences are unevenly distributed.

Global measures to emulate

But this year presents a unique opportunity. For
the first time, Delhi and its neighbouring NCR
States — Harvana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan — are
governed by the same political party, the
Bharatiya Janata Party. This alignment can end
years of intergovernmental friction and enable a
joint Clean Air Mission, backed by scientific
expertise and empowered implementation and
driven by the central government — which is from

the same party. For an actionable plan, the three
States need look no farther than those places that
have resolved very similar problems successfully
in the not-too-distant past. London, once known
for its notorious “pea-souper” smog, introduced
an Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ), charging
polluting vehicles and incentivising electric
maobility. It also invested in green public transport
and retrofitted buildings for energy efficiency.
Los Angeles overcame its smog crisis through
strict vehicle emission standards, clean fuel
technologies, and regional coordination across
counties. The worst was Beijing, once infamous
for its “airpocalypse,”, where on a visit, two
decades ago, 1 literally could not see out of my
hotel window, so thick was the smog. It
implemented a multi-vear action plan: relocating
polluting industries, banning coal in urban areas,
and deploving real-time air monitoring. The
result: a 35% drop in PMas levels over five years.
Drelhi must adopt similar measures — not as
isolated experiments, but as part of a sustained,
science-led strategy. Delhi urgently needs a
Unified Airshed Management Plan that treats
Delhi NCR as a single pollution zone. The three
States must pool resources, align regulations, and
coordinate enforcement across their borders.
This must be accompanied by real-time
monitoring and public “dashboards™ announcing
figures and achievements. Transparency builds
trust. Citizens must know what they are breathing
— and what is being done about it. We must also
incentivise EV adoption, electrify public
transport, expand metro networks, and deploy
electric buses, to reduce reliance on private
fuel-burning vehicles. With political will, it should
not be impossible to regulate construction and
waste: enforce dust-control norms, ban open
waste burning, and penalise violators. True,
farmers will need to be supported with
alternatives: governments must scale up access to
Happy Seeders and bio-decomposers, to make
stubble management economically viable,

A behavioural issue

Citizen engagement is key. Pollution is not justa
governance issue — it is a behavioural one.
Campaigns, school programmes, and community
initiatives must make clean air a shared
responsibility. The persistence of Delhi’s air
pollution is not an act of nature. Ttisa
consequence of choices — and a reflection of
priorities. If we continue to treat it as a seasonal
inconvenience, with headlines every Deepavali
and inaction thereafter, we will condemn millions
to chronic illness, economic loss, and
environmental degradation.

But if we act, with urgency, coordination and
courage, we can rewrite the narrative. Delhi can
breathe again. The question is not whether we
know what to do. It is whether we will do it.
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What are Digital Personal Data Protection Rules?

Has the Data Protection Board of India already been formed? Who are data fiduciaries and data principals? How does the DPDP Act aim to protect children?

How has the Right to Information Act, 2005 been amended? What has the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan said?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
e Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules (DPDPY, 2025
were notified this week, kicking
off the formation of the Data
Pratection Board f India (DPBD), and the
legal framework for safeguarding the data
of Indians online, The DPDP Act itself was
passed in Parliament in August 2023, and
the draft of the Rules that were notified
om N ber 14, 2025 were rel d for
consultation in January,

What do the DPDP Act and Rules do?
The DPDP Act, 2023 is India’s data
protection law just as other major
countries have their own data protection
regimes such as that in Europe (the
General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPRY) and Singapore (Personal Data
Protection Act, 2012). Like these regimes,
the Act sets out some baselines for how
companies (“data fiduciaries”) should
handle data of their users in India (“data
principals”) For instance, there must be
access control and encryption, along with
security audits for krpge firms (“significant
data fiduciaries").

Further, data principals are required to
take “informed” consent from their users,
and anyone whose data they collect, by
giving a summary of what data they are
collecting, and how they will use it. The
Act also gives users the right o erase or
modify data they provide to firms, or to
delete it. After a specified period of
inactivity, firms are under an obligation to
delete the data they have on users, A Data
Pratection Officer (DPO) has to be
appointed by large firms, who will
oversee compliance.

The Act also restricts targeted
advertsing and certain data collection
from children. The Rules carve out an

qduT e
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exemption here for parents tracking their
children’s location.

To allow users to exercise rights across
avariety of fiduciaries (acoounts over
several platforms), the Act and Rules set
out the framewaork for a “Consent
Mariager,” a service that will allow users to
manage their data across several
fiduciaries, similar to the permissions
manager settings on a smartphone,

Data breaches must be reported as
so0n a5 possible, the Act savs,

Fines for non-compliance for different
parts of the law range from 210,000 w
250 crore.

Are these requirements in force?
No. While over two years have gone by

ISTOCKPHOTO

since the Act was notified, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) has chasen to give firms up to 18
more months o comply. Some
requirements, like having a DPO be
appointed for large firms, goes into effect
one year [rom now.

However, some parts of the Act have
kicked into action — such as the DPBI's
formation, The DPBT will oversee the Act's
impl ion and will be a subordi
office of the MeitY. The body will have
four members,

Another part of the Act that goes live is
the amendment to the Right to
Information Act, 2005, which has been
furiously resisted by digital rights and
transparency groups alike,

| Why is the amendment controversial?

The 2023 Act amended Section 8{D(]) of
the Right to Information Act, 2005, which
allows cidzens to reguest public
information from government bodies.
That section allowed government bodies
to refuse requests for “personal
information”, but said that this exemption
would not apply if there was a larger
public interest in disclosing the
information.

The DPDP Act removed that carve-out,
allowing government erganisations more
diseretion in what is and isn't personal
information, and decline it even if doing
so would be in the public interest. The
2023 Taw was not going to be in force -
including this amendment — until the
Union government notified i,
Transparency activists, such as those
belonging to the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan (MKSS) and the Kational
Carmpaign for the People’s Right 1o
Information (NCPRI), spent vears (since
the DPDP Act’s 2022 draft was published)
resisting this change,

But on Friday, the government
disregarded that pushback, and
specifically invoked its power to push the
amendment through in the form of a
notification. Another amendment, to the
Information Technology Act, 2000, is not
yet in force.

Organisations like the MKSS have
worked with grassroots movements to get
access to ration *muster rofls” and work
order loghooks, allowing them to
scrutinise public records for signs of gralt
and misspending. By implementing a
broader definition to what constitutes as
“personal information”, they have
argued, citizens may have no room to
conduct such social audits. The
amendment could also be used to shield
powerful officials” misconduct, they have
saic. Nikhil Dey, an MKSS founding
member, vowed that *[w]e the people®
will fight back” after the amendment
went into force.

THE GIST

-

The DPDP Act, 2023 is India’s
data protection law just as
other major countries have
thelr own data protection
Tegimes.

-

Data principals are required ta
take “informed” congent from
thelr usars, and anyone whose
data they collect, by giving a
summary of what data they are
collecting, and how they will
useit.

-

The 2023 Act amended Section
B{IH) of the Right to
Infarrnation Act, 2005, which
allows citizens to request
public information from
government badies.

WSIdT 2012) |1

o Yg Rd a1 & I 327 e @eT U H3A Tl HuHgl/ARGRY o) et flifudl (SuanTearei) ot

BRI Bl Y FHTA! &1
o ffard agufa, Fifew, Ser e, Iz A
o TRPRM SR YREN YR&T I B q1 Bl g

o  IUANTHAISH Bl HYBR UG BT 3

o 3P ST I UgTH 3R I e B BT HABR
o M &1 SHfieR



1%

B NITIN SIRE

OO0 Uoooog
o Rierad fAarw &1 el

2. ST fm, 2025 - 3 Fa1 AT HIAT AR §
A. Tgufd 3R SeT ARPR

o ST YRR &1 WE ¥ ¥ AT BT AT
o JPHIATSATTHI DB o
o %sﬁa@fsavig_émﬁ%‘
o SIPI IUANT &Y fhar S
o IUUNTH et ff gy GeAfd 9109 @ Iod B
o SUTNTHA 3T ST P ge/AMAT B Bt AT B Thd o |

B. 3T Wi a8 31w gf$ar (DPBI)

o TH AP BT 3 R B T 8|
o THEN:
o IYT IAY
o dsfui
o 3fgure Rt
o gIaie FEE &Y 2023 § Siftgferd forar mar o1, Afe 3ra A Y wITuT F 5 I 2

c.ds

o TRAT SR TR-3TUTAH & MYR TR T 210,000 F 250 HRIS I 81 Thal 5|
D. Yad+ JHaEl

. %ﬁ%wﬁaﬁﬁaﬁ?WW&ﬁwuﬁmﬁwaﬂﬁ%ﬁmw%ﬁwww
|

3. IRdtemg sifufaw o Jenes - faarerue w2
WER A RIS HRUFTIH, 2005 DT URT 8 (1) (W) T T=NeH &1 SHfUgfoa o
Ugd o1 UIaT:

o RN THHRI B Had dH AT ol bl g oId:
o YD Bl FravlHd fed gl Ul



1%

B NITIN SIRE

° &m‘@rw—s‘ﬁﬁq:ﬂmb qTd
DPDP 3ifiIferaw grRT a1 uRad:

o U A HRRISES" B geT A B
. Wm@%mmmmﬁﬁmﬂmwm 2, ¥a & wrdwfae fRa
3R B

THPHEITH, THHfeRens, Srdearsif gR1 IS 8 fiang:

o IdfE 3fST B P &HdT B ST ST g
o  YVRER I SR BT IOTR AT Hio- a1 &l 8
o "G ST B YR&T" B TS T 7T HTH B STa o (oY GSUANTT B AR ¢ Tabal 5|

3qlerul:

RS HriwHd YSTIR BT UdT T & T fderTd faaror S AeR Jd, At & Repis, Uity sirde et oS
JUANT FHRd & | 31F 5 T Sl Jabel 5|

4. YA BT AT F BT ST G 22

IRERAT 3R Hdud STdlaca! &) HHSR HRal 5|

THRME! MU= B AL uaH HRal |

SREISMTE Bt YUTIRITAT BT HH B Fhl § — ol YSTEAR & RIATH URA P G Holgd SUHRUN & J T g |
fRiemyr: TReR o SRS AR F wia giial | ge & w18 8, wafe ol vl &) Wed sruTeH
BT AT HRAT USAT B |

5. SIfEH arftrferam wra & fore =t Agwayef 22

3qER

o  YRd & f3fca srfogawr & fayr sgar 3|

o YRA P! A T WU AFGS! & SET T

o U Y, AR & 1Y JHHT IR ST YdT8 & Al I |
o G ST R SN AT HIA0 B Holgd Bl ¢ |

ERIITD]]
o BN Fe MU B HHSR P 2



1%

o 1
e e | THE st

uzou| A

JUoon ooooon

ST TR SIS Bl HHSIR WdAdT|
MU 3R URERIAT (3REI3ME) & S 1|
THUHS &) HR-ITT &Hd HH g |
AR & o A SeT Frerd|

ghitaRft & e Wfow wauf
e gy
o  Teranf fAufg (2017) & SMUR W — MU 3wE 21 & d8d U Hifersd SRR B

o (e i I (2018) 7 SeT TRevT AT &1 ggen wyar faar|
o TN U MU FH3 TWHIU (2019, 2021) — 3idd: 2023 H UG 81 Y|

eIy

fefree sufadara et TRemr fgm, 2025 YR & ST 99 & § U Jo! SarT & Safe I IudNThdl AfBRT Bl
A HRd g, OTHER ST IUANT &I §gI4T &d &, 3R URd &I fSfied sricaawn &1 dfyje Ie! & 1Y Tdhighd HA
A ey s 8, 3RS gy ¥ faarerue e uRefRidr ok dediHe Saeeet & e # 1R R e
FRATE | NBR & I g Fafores Troa & Arivet & fayms &1 91T v gu Musiaer, vReRfar ok FamR
DI Y FRATS | YR & ffiea ufas & ot Aoig, Tada iR STaTacs Sel JRET SHIRRSH A ¢ |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

uy: uy "feforea safeaa a1 wreur sifuf~aw, 2023 sedt fefved srdarawir 31 s==dl & 91y Aafema
Mu-adr &1 WgRra $1 ST YA ST 8 | FTdife, IsT B Fe 3R Reteng siftfan & T=iteq 59 Igad
P PHSIR B ¢ | T9l HIATI (150 Te3)



lL" J e Om /
ENITIN SIRE o PR

oot booooon

In news : Prelims
YR e, Tieordl, 3T, FTeH, el Il 3R Thd WTe Uerdl & gl & 9ad 58 Sded! § 4
T g | Sieioh WRAT PV agafi o1 dfyes AT §¢ 61 &, T8 A Wit TR S&ang - 3= gsfei
AT, FHOIR DHIcS-a SWHRETR, a3l 3R AT 1R - Fafd ufaufarsmd o 17 a3 381 § 8k
forar, TRARY iR Frafae! & o e & o0 R 1 81 YRd &1 Ay i Hafd Fg a3 s1 987
YT, HRIA 3R U - T erd e el o foHT GIRIA g fohal off abell 5 |




VA4
~

g

LAS

T H E ??Aé’%ﬁ%

o, £
ok e i

Oy{e 2
VRGN

N AL NEWSEPA

HINDU

oot booooon

How ports can ‘ferry’ India’s agri export ambition

Parashram Patil

Indian fruits, vegetables,
spices, cereals, processed
foods, meat and marine
products reach markets
across Asia, Europe, West
Asia, and North America.

However, persistent
port-related inefficiencies
weaken the country’s ex-
port competitiveness and
erode value for farmers,
processors and allied in-
dustries.

After all, only 10-20% of
India’s agri export is sent
as air cargo; more than
80% goes through its ports.

If India is to widen its
global agricultural  foot-
print and enable the sector
to contribute meaningfully
to achieve its targeted $5
trillion economy, ports
must evolve into fully effi-
cient, technology-enabled
and future-ready trade ga-

A Ao

Steep costs: At Visakhapatnam, handling charges are significantly
higher than in neighbouring ports. FILE PHOTO

teways. Field assessments
at ports such as Visakha-
patnam, Kandla, JNPT and
JSW  highlight recurring
challenges that function as
a hidden export tax. Cargo
contamination — arising
from outdated handling
practices, inadequate fu-
migation and weak quality
control — continues to un-

dermine India’s credibility
in quality-sensitive mar-
kets. Perishables, especial-
Iy horticultural produce,
face heightened spoilage
risk due to prolonged

berthing delays and the ab-
sence  of  dedicated
agri-berths.

The warehousing deficit
further compounds these

1. MR R YRd 31 HY frafa frafkan
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constraints. Many ports de-
pend on storage facilities
located more than 15 km
from their terminals, inflat-
ing first-mile costs and ex-
tending transit time. Cold-
chain capacities remain in-
adequate, while
warehouse rentals are of-
ten uncompetitive for agri-
exporters. At Visakhapat-
nam, handling charges are
significantly higher than in
neighbouring ports such as
Kakinada and Gangava-
ram. The prolonged shor-
tage of rake-siding labour
and surveyors during ex-
tended operations has led
to demurrage penalties
and operational delays.

Untapped advantage

Ports such as Visakhapat-
nam and J5W enjoy prox-
imity to some of India’s
most productive agricultu-
ral belts. Andhra Pradesh,

Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu collective-
ly supply rice, banana,
onion, spices, grapes,
mango, marine products
and processed foods -
commodities with a strong
and expanding global de-
mand. Simultaneously, In-
dia’s growing import needs
— raw cashew, pulses, edi-
ble oils, cocoa products
and natural rubber — re-
quire ports that can effi-
ciently handle two-way
agricultural trade flows.
With the right investments
in infrastructure moderni-
sation, cold-chain systems
and seamless hinterland
connectivity, ports can
serve as the bedrock of a
resilient and high-value
agricultural export
ecosystem,

Transforming ports into
globally competitive agri-
trade gateways requires a

targeted reform agenda

Investments in pre-cool-
ing, irradiation, hot-water
treatment and tempera-
ture-controlled storage can
cut post-harvest losses by
30-40%.

Infrastructure  grants
under the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development Auth-
ority (APEDA), the Nation-
al Horticulture Board and
PM Kisan Sampada Yojana
can accelerate the develop-
ment of modern export
facilities.

Agencies such as Plant
Quarantine, Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAD, National
Plant Protection Organisa-
tion (NPPO), and customs
must operate within port
premises to reduce pro-
cedural delays.

(The writer is an agricul-
tural economist)
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he Supreme Court of India recently issued
T notice on a petition arising from a case in
which a woman stands accused of

‘penetrative sexual assault’ against a minor boy,
an offence defined in Section 3 of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012

The petitioner has claimed that this provision
is gender-specific, i.e., it applies only to male
perpetrators and, hence, cannot apply to her. lis
final outcome notwithstanding, the petition
raises a question that is foundational to the scope
of India’s child sexual abuse law: can women be
prosecuted for an offence under this provision?

The text supports gender neutrality

Going by available evidence, the answer seems to
be in the affirmative. The POCSO Act is
gender-neutral, qua both perpetrators and
victims, for three reasons. First, if interpreted
properly, the text of the Act does not restrict its
application to male offenders.

The petitioner has argued that Section 3 is
gender-neutral because it uses the pronoun ‘he’
for the perpetrator.

However, Section 13(1) of the General Clauses
(GC) Act, 1897, states, ‘words importing the
masculine gender shall be taken to include
femnales’. Since the GC Act lays down rules and
definitions to aid statutory interpretation, Section
13(1) implies that unless the contrary is explicitly
stated in, or appears from the context of the
POCSO Act, 'he’ includes ‘she’.

This interpretation is reinforced by the
definition of penetrative sexual assault in Section
3 of the POCSO Act. It encompasses acts beyond
penile penetration, such as digital or object
penetration, or oral penetration, which can be
committed by female perpetrators as well,

00000 000000
The POCSO Act is gender-neutra

Shraddha
Chaudhary
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The provision also covers situations where a
person makes a child perform any of the listed
penetrative acts with themselves or even with a
third person, further underscoring its
gender-neutral scope,

A deliberate legislative choice

Second, reliable official sources confirm the
legislative intent of keeping the POCSO Act
gender-neutral. For instance, the Ministry of
Women and Child Development, Government of
India in a written response to a question in the
Lok Sabha, dated December 20, 2024, stated
unambiguoeusly that POCS0 ‘is a gender neutral
Act’, Similarly, when the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was
tabled in the Lok Sabha, its ‘Statement of Objects
and Reasons’ also specified that the POCSO Act
was ‘gender neutral’.

Nevertheless, it may be possible to argue that
gender-neutrality here is only meant to apply to
the minor victims of sexual offences (i.e., boys
and girls under the age of 18 years), but not to the
perpetrator. This is especially because one of the
written answers of the Ministry of Women and
Child Development, dated February 7, 2019, to a
question raised in the Rajya Sabha, was that the
POCSO Act “covers sexual abuse of boys also as it
is a gender-neutral Act’,

However, such a reading would misrepresent
the legislative intent. Consider the provision on
‘rape’, found in Section 63 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023 (the erstwhile Section 375 of
the Indian Penal Cade, 1860). It specifies that ‘a
man’ commits rape if he commits certain forms
of penetrative sexual acts against ‘a woman’,

This is clearly a gender-specific provision
which envisages that only women may be victims
of rape and only men may be perpetrators of

hy design

rape. If Parliament intended to make the POCSO
Act gender-specific, the wording of Section 3 of
the POCSO Act, which covers substantially the
same sexual acts as Section 63 of the BNS, would
also contain the same gender-specific language.

That the POCSO Act does not make any such
specification should be seen as a deliberate
legislative choice, reflecting the intent to make
the POCSO Act more broadly applicable.,

It serves the law’s purpose

Finally, there are strong normative reasons for
interpreting the POCSO Act as gender-neutral for
both victims and perpetrators. The Supreme
Court, in Sakshi vs Union of India (2004},
highlighted the diversity of abuse that any law
aimed at protecting children must encompass
when it observed that child sexual abuse often
involves a wide range of sexual conduct beyond
penile-vaginal intercourse.

Although patterns of child sexual abuse can
differ depending on the genders of the victim and
perpetrator, such abuse is fundamentally
embedded in imbalances of power, trust and
vulnerability, Thus, the majority of cases
reported under the POCSO Act still involve male
perpetrators and female victims, but research
and survivor accounts reveal that women can and
do commit sexual offences against children. A
gender-specific reading of the POCS0 Act would
render these experiences invisible and deny
justice ta certain victims.

The law’s objective should be to safeguard
children from sexual abuse, irrespective of the
sex or gender identity of the person inflicting it.

To read the POCSO Act as gender-neutral,
when it concerns both victims and perpetrators,
is thus to remain faithful to its text and to its
purpose.
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