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Assam proposes jail term,
heavy fines for polygamy

Bill, tabled in Assembly, secks to ‘protect women, streamline society’; it covers residents entering

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

n  anti-polygamy
ABiII tabled by As-
sam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma in
the State Assembly on
Tuesday prescribes impri-
sonment and heavy fines
for people entering into, or
hiding, a second marriage
while the first continues to
be valid.

The Assam Prohibition
of Polygamy Bill, 2025
makes polygamy a crimi-
nal offence, punishable
with up to seven years in
jail and a fine, and up to 10
years in jail if a person en-
ters into a marriage while
concealing an existing one.
The punishment will be
doubled for repeat offen-
ders, it says. Barring the
Sixth Schedule areas, the
draft law will be applicable
across the State and will
not cover members of the
Scheduled Tribes under
Article 342 of the Constitu-
tion. Customary laws of
some tribes in Assam allow

- WY R faiwang

such marriages outside State, but doesn't apply to Scheduled Tribes and Sixth Schedule areas

Banning polygamy

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday
tabled the Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025 in the
State Assembly. It prescribes imprisonment and heavy fines

for people entering into or hiding a second
marriage while the first continues to be valid

Here is a timeline of the new Bill:

= August 21: Assam government seeks public
opinion by August 30, through email or by
post, on a law toend polygamy in the State

= November 9: The Assam Cabinet approves
a new legislation to cutlaw polygamy

® November 25: The Assam Prohibition
of Palygamy Bill, 2025, is tabled in the

126-member Assembly

multiple marriages.

According to the State-
ment of Objects and Rea-
sons, the Bill seeks to “pro-
hibit and  eliminate
practices of polygamy”,
protect women from hard-
ship and “streamline the
society”.

Other offenders

It brings village heads, ga-
zis (Muslim clerics who so-
lemnise marriages), pa-
rents, and legal guardian

ngin poly-

gamy under its scope.
Anyone who “wilfully
hides, neglects or unrea-
sonably delays™ informa-
tion to the police about
such marriages may be
punished as the main of-
fenders and jailed for up to
two vears and fined up to
T lakh.

The fine may extend to
TL.5 lakh for any priest or
qazi who solemnises a
marriage contrary to the
provisions of the law know-
ingly and willingly.

A provision covers any
resident of Assam who
willingly and knowingly
enters into a polygamous
marriage outside the State,
as well as people who live
outside Assam but own im-
movable property in the
State or receive State-fund-
ed benefits, subsidies, or
welfare support.

The Bill seeks to make
people convicted under
the law ineligible for go-
vernment-funded or aided
jobs and benefits under
any government scheme,
and bar them from contest-
ing any election,

The draft law also pro-
vides a mechanism for
compensation o women
affected by polygamous
marriages.

Polygamous marriages
contracted before it comes
into force will not be affect-
ed, as long as they follow
existing personal or cus-
tomary laws and have valid
proof. It also gives police
officers the power to inter-
vene before a prohibited
marriage takes place.
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¥ ST ufkaxit g Jora AME (NAAQS) ¥ S TTfégele Hex (PM2.5) TigdT 1 SiHd BidT ¢ | I8 I, PR
ITY-TUTGTT Y SR —ifavTd 8Xadl 1 dapTd Saadhdl di Sdifard Hdl g

Toxic air is a year-round blight in 60% of Indian districts: study

People in 60% of India's
districts are exposed to
polluted air all through the
year, not just in winter, ac-
cording to an analysis by a
research body published
on Tuesday, This means
that 447 of 749 districts re-

particulate marter (PM2.5)
— toxic chemical and or-
ganic particles — that ex-
ceed the annual safe values
prescribed by the National
Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dard (NAAQS).

corded concentrations of

World Health Organisation
(WHO) guideline of 5 pug/mp
(microgram per cubic
metre), which is about
eight times more stringent
than India’s standards (40
pgim?), according to the
Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air ana-
Iysis. The study underlines
the fact that exposure to
significant air pollution is
not restricted to winter
alone as is commonly
believed.

The maximum number

Left breathless: Delhi and Assam with 11 districts each accounted
for nearly half of the top 50 most polluted districts. FiLE PHOTD

of polluted districts are
concentrated in a few
States. Delhi (11 districts)
and Assam (11 districts)

alone accounted for nearly
half of the top 50 most pol-
luted districts, followed by
Bihar (7) and Haryvana (7).

(3), Rajasthan (2), West
Bengal (2).

Cleaner States

On the other hand, the ma-
jority of districts in Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Kera-
la, Sikkim, Goa, Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu have pop-
ulation-exposure numbers
within the NAAQS-pre-
scribed limits. “These pat-
terns highlight the conti-
nued  dominance  of
northern  and  eastern
States in India’s PM2.5 pol-

Jacob Koshy Not a single district in Other States with signifi-  lution hotspots, while
NEW DELHI the country reported con- cant numbers include Ut-  southern and coastal re-
centrations  within  the tar Pradesh (4), Tripura gions remain relatively

cleaner,” the authors Ma-
nojkumar N. and Monish
Raj say in their analysis,
which is not a peer-re-
viewed paper. Population-
exposure numbers can
differ from ambient con-
centration numbers.

The winter months of
December, January, and
February are still the most
polluted. About 82% (616
of 749 districts) of districts
recorded values breaching
the national standard dur-
ing this season.

e sy

1. APTd TRIUSR
o 749 WY 447 A T ONUH 2.5 HT TR URA $I TIUUTRITY e JRigd a1 ¥ 34 B
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy : fFafefad o ¥ ®19 HIRT & NAAQS 3R WHO PM2.5 TTit® AF®| &t Tat ga-T Hdl o7
A. India: 5 pg/m? WHO: 40 pg/m?

B. India: 40 ug/m? WHO: 5 ug/m?

C. India: 20 pg/m? WHO: 10 ug/m?

D. India: 25 ug/m? WHO: 15 pyg/m?

3TR: b)
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For Assam teq, erratic ¢ .
stagnant prices present a Crisis

Tea thrives within narrow envire

| parameters thar were once abundant across the

valley: that is no longer true. rising mean and

Anurag Privadarshi

y November, as the festival

Tights of Diwali fade and winter

approaches, Guwahati usually

enjays conler evenings, lawer
humidity, and a catm that signals the
close of the tea-harvesting season. But ln
recent years, this rhythm has grown
uncertain, Persistent beat, delayed
rainfall, and muggy alr now linger well
past October, bhurring the boundaries of
Assam's once-disunet seasons,

For tea grawers, these shifts from the
rachitional elimatic cyele aren's just
uncomfortable: they're existential.

“The tea plant was introduced to Assam
in the 19th century and has since become
both a global commedity and the
econombc lifeling for over 12 Takl workers,
many of them women. Yet its fragile
harmony with the Jocal environment is
being tested.

Extended dry spells, abrupt
downpours, rising night time.
temperatunes, and mew pest paterns ane
making tea vields increasingdy
unpredictable. Pamess speak of
blackened leaves, wilting bushes, and
erratic flush cyeles that defy Jong trugted
weather cues.

“We have not seen such
weather-induced stress in 30 years,” Tea
Hoard advisor N.K. Berbaruah said
recently, underscoring bow climate
chinge is steadily ernding the ecological
and economic stabilisy of the Stae’s tea
heartland.

Despite such hardships, tea prices have
harely kept pace with inflation, Auction
pricesin India have repoctedly grown by
only 4.8% annually in the ks three
decades, versis 10% for staples like wheat
and rice. Tn real teems, retrns to tea
Erowers rermain stagnant, squeezed
between climate shacks and rising costs
of wages, agrochemibcals, enengy, logistics,
and krrigation. Tea prices have turned
wolatile and, despite shoet-lived
corvections, the Jong-term trend shows no
gaintul improvement,

For Assum’ planters, this & a cruel
paradox: the weather grows harsher but
the market offers no reward foc resiience.
Many estites now face shrinking margins
and ageing bushes, unable to relnvest
climare-resilient varieties. The very
regions that power India’s $10 billion tea
econonty now confront a future where
climate unpredictability threatons both
Eveliioods and the kegacy of one of the
workd's most popular beverages.

Growing tea

Tea thrives within parrow enviranmental
parameters: nual tempersture rang:
ofabout 137 10 28" C, with optimal growth
oceurring when imean temperanres

@ faxauor

1. 99y ufkad 3R 910 &Y aead! uifRufast

A group of workers hasrvest s flush of tes leaves in Jerhat,.

remain close 10 2325 C, Rainfall
requirsments are equally stringent,

temperatures, shifts in rainfall seasonality, and the dectining soil moisture now challenge the very foundation of tea cultivation in the region

. GETIY IMAES

The tea tribes that are the

THE GIST

Tea & an economic [ifeline f
cues 12 Wy weorkes, By

enveonment thee
livelihoods. Unprecictable
weather hi &8¢ fanness with
blackened beaves, wilting

Lt

plantors, this is a crusl
paradac: tho wosthor grows
harsher, but the markee offers
no reward for resibence

resibience to droaghe. Soil conservation
ez such as mukcing, coves crops,
can help retain ot

-

averaging 1,500-2,500 min per yeir, T Ce F Aul and o

distributed evenly to keep soils wockforce oy ar ue, | moisture while agroforestry through
moist but welkdrained, Tea ney. With ele > | shade trees and companion crops can

alko prefers sightly aeidic soils (pH their concerns are likely to moderate heat stress and reduce pest

5.5) that ure deep, frable, and rich in
organic matter — conditions once
abundant acress the Brahimapuea valley,

Clismate change is altering these
thresholds. Rising mean and maximur
temperitures, shifs (n rainfall
seasonality, and declining scdl moksture
now challenge the very foundation of tei
cultivation m the region.

One sticly by the Tea Research
Association and the Frhical Tea
Partnecship modelled the future of
Assam’s tea under fisture climate
scenarios deseribed by the UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). Specifically, the
projections for A 'S lea reglons were
developed using Global Clroukstion
Madels under the IPOC'S RCP 26 and RCP
4.5 seenarios.

The researchers combined 50 years of
historical climate data, including reinfall,
temperature, and bioclimatic variables,
with future climate grids generated by the
WorldClim database at a resolution of |
ki Using the MaxEnt species distuibution
maodel, they mapped the current
suitabilicy of tea growing regions and
predicted shifts by 2050,

They tound that both minismuwm and
NN leperatures are set to cimb
across all regions, stressing plants and
reducing nutrient shsorption,
Irecipitation was projected w decline in
winter and pre-monsoon moaths
critical for plant growth - while
increasing erratically during the
imonsocn . Curvently, South Bank, Upy

feature prominently, (urming the
tea zardens into a crucial arena
of livelihood and electoral debate

Assam, and Cachar enjoy “very god®
suitability for tea, but by 2050 these areas.
could lose much of their advantage,
forcing tea cultivation to shift towards
higher altitudes fike Karbi Anglong and
Dima Hasao Flavour and aroma - the
hallmarks of premivm Assem teas -
depend on precise cimatic hythme,
Ervatic weather will thus disrupt this
delicate balince s well, threstening
glohal competitivensss

The study ko tound that the average
minimum temperiture in Assam had
risen by I C in the Last 90 years and that
the region also lost around 200 tm of
rainfall a vear in this ume.

Perhaps a mare secious problen is the
Increased incldence of new pests and
diseases artacking tea bushes. Extreme
heat above 35 C hampers tea plants'
ability to absorb nutrients, stunting leaf’
growth and making the tea bushes
vulnesable o pests. Unlike the paddy
farmers of Punjab, the tea growers of
Assam receive [ile government aid when
drought or heat strikes,

Adapting to a warmer future
Teagrowers, rescarchers, wd
corporations have been encouraging
climate-resifient practioes, such as
seedgrown varieties with deep taproots
alongside highvield dones o strengthen

chars used 59 yoars of
cimaze daea whh future grids
ang found that by 20:
preset bocatiors would be
pressure. unsaseadle, forcing
Innovations in water management,
Inchuding micro-irrignion, rainwater
hurvesting, and drainage thar mitkzate
drovght and flooding are equally
Impor
Multistakeholder programmes such as
“trusted’, the Indis Sustainable Tea Code,
are already contributing ta climate
resibent supply chain by verifying 1.4 lakh
semall growers jnd reaiching 6.5 lakh
workers through sustainable practces,
efficient water use, and integrated pest
management, thos building climane
resilience at scale.
Ecomomic diversification into frisits and
spioes, organic as, fisheries and
livestock, tourism, and
direct 1o umer trade can further
cushicn the industry against climate risks.
The industry also needs policy support
that treats tea on par with other crops,
sustained knvestment in research, and
capacity bullding to secure the future.
The tea tribes that form the backbone
of Assam’s plantation workforce, alss
represent 2 porverfial political
constituency, With State elections due in
early 2026, their concerns over rising
costs, stagnant wayes, and dimate-driven
bardship are likely to feature promioently,
tuming the State’s tea gardens into &
crucial arena of both livelihood and
electoral debate,
(Anurig Privadarshi is aun-executive
darvelon, Ranforest Alliance, and former
director, susterinabilizy, ¢! Tita Consumer
Products. apeivadardi2 708goulook. com

I J&d YgTaR oy HrATeft & HidR Tudt @ - 3 d dargeTe 23-25 feift Afemy & Smaum, 1,500-2,500 faet &Y arst
e 3 fyaRd auf iR 79 arwfig firdh 3 Rufaar oot @ s W@ &

a) dedl dIqHT

o W H 90 Nl H AW aToH H Uga &1 1 et AfRmw o1 3fg g gt 3

o SHYFHAH ITUH SRR 35°C P UR FHR ST &, o) UIveh deal & A=y 3R b § SHh1ae B JHuH

g gl




L]

B NITIN SIRN

U n ooooot
o AP JHY I dTGHM TRl dsb Dl hdl Ul Ul [ hH Hdl g |

b) Sifrafira aut

o TRHIY ~ 200 et a1t anf & fiRmac |

o iear 3R gd-ATgH BT IR H et - Yl faem & fow geayuf|

o UFYA BT 3G SR Y ISt &1 FHera 3R STaHRIE §¢ Sl 8 |
) firdt ok Tt w1 9eE

o TS GHY d% H HH it ot Tt 3 7 HRar g

o FHEMH® gl H ARTae I W 3R Wt & aeliau & THIfad &l §1
d) 7Y Pe 3R I

o T IR Tl aifie BIST BT Bt Bl B

o Pl U 3 URURS ARG} &7 UTe et Hid

o TUOTE & fBar & fausia, ara Saree! Bl Sidarg Huersit & SR FAdH IRBRT Gairael e 21

2. AP FHT: 2050 4T foT TFHar @
& food TR iR Thied & TeRRT & Th Tgad o H STSURIRR & SRETdT 2.6 3R SREMT 4.5 gfveay,
50 1A & TAArg ST 3R AFIUT AISIHT BT WA fhaT 7T | TR AT
o it 9 ITM aret At A gAaH o Sifidan arawH & gf gt
o Al SR M-I TEHI & SR I § S Sut
o TIAM IH-IUGAAAT ATt & - TTFY S, JHURT 3RH 3R FBR - 2050 AP U STAqdrg A Bl WY Tehd & |
o TP W HraT ST 3R T SN S I FalTS W WIFAR g et g
o FOUER 3R W@IE SR Wiy, S RR Sy @ R MR Hd §, TR A B

3. 3T aTa: fRR FAd 3R Tt ar g
foredt STerarg aRfRufe & sTavie, T &) BiAd fRR s+ 8 &
a) ©R19 $1Id gfes
o fUTA 4.8 auf & Fanh & HHAd Had 30% e ST
o 3% faudla, Mg SR Iad O LU AT 10% B X I T |
o 3P AIAE g [P A9 IAGH! I IRATIH 3 °e ET 7
b) gl §YE AR
I
CaRESIIRE
RS (3re b 3fafdy & oy Srawae)
BTt 3R arforRea
3G Fe araht nfeat & forg AurE &t armd
H3 TReC 3§ Saarg-ada fhe a1 firg) &t sgrell § o & § o €, o 3 7 STl 3R &3 arvvedl
& % H B9 T B



%

B NITIN SIRN

U n ooooot

o 12 TG Y 3 4l 39 &7 R R €, R 9 w3 9 st 9 7l
o RR AW 3R Fght Siia ArTd SRIATY H Torar it B
o 2026 3H & Al & WIY, A &F b Hgaqu! Ao Hel §-1dT off 38T 5 |

) HTHTRTS 3TATH

4. ITHAA 3R Ftara= anf
AT & JTaS[E, H STaarg-ardid! UFaal IR e &:
a) PN Faft guTa™=
o T TSI & WIY SISl SIS o aTal fohedl 1 SO
o 3 IUS ¢ AT, TAaR-adia Fa |
o T, HR HIA!, TH T€ T & forg Sifge I |
o T B HH A 3R DI} B! HH B & AU IARR TS & 1Y HY a1
b) ST YdeE
o e R
o TNl o JT
o §Te ufoRId 9 et gomet
<) 3Tyfef e 3R UHTUH ugd
e SR fear gReea A HIS B
1.4 9 BIC IAIGDH] BT AU
UM & IUANT § gUR
Yfi® HedIul Bl T
Uhidhd Dic ey &1 fdedR
d) i fafadtewor
e I
T, T
T UTeH, U
e 3R g
P ATAHATY
o UiSHSI & 1T a1 ot Al DI 377 HN Bl & SRR A
o T Pict AR gW & forw v waia i
o SAATg-crEtal fheA & T srgdu™ H offdfeh fawr
o BIC I IMEH! & forg I S U Goit IR St HH! 5

&h
<

eIy



%

B NITIN SIRN

3 P11 J&T TP He@yul Se1diyg 4 1 | T UIRIRIIdD Id
%w%w%mm@ﬁwﬁwmﬁuﬁa@am%wwwﬁn%ﬁm BINEIGED
3R anfer Y - fay URig 3w Try IR &Y gedt UgaR, gedt 7o ok iR SirofifadsT SRRem &1 et HRA1
U &l ¢ | YRd &1 10 faferas SieR &1 arg srfegawt 3R 39 W MR ardl antl & Hiass &1 qRem & o WaR,
ST TR, IYNT 3R IATGH! B! A T §T U JAAT Tlafohar Sawa |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TY: I P @l FEfed | | o watarvita uRiRAfa & 9™ orest avE | Badl-gadt o7
1. 3Md aTfes amoH 23-25 St Sfcaay
2.1,500-2,500 freft &1 anffes o, or=st aRg @ faaia
3. 3P &Ry firgt (diea 7.5 ¥ JW)
4. TAR 79 A 3=t Sat st areft firg!
g IR BT 999 HIoIE:
(a) Had 1,2 3R 4
(b) Pad 1, 3 3R 4
(c) Pad 2 3R 3
(d) Pad 1 3R 2

3TR: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

& U9 dAfYd 910 IdCH g1 & dTace, HRd & a1 &F B FRR DI 3R Feal ANTd T [T BT
TS B2 39 3e1d & Sdiied TS 3R SIaar] gfadl IR =i o3 | I Galftd B3 & forg ifama
IUTT YU | (250 XMeg)




i%
rHEseRHNDU| 2

OO 0oooot

Page 06 : Prelims
SR & SBR & H T 2Tel Sararge! Tl SaATATE! XS BT 6T gl aall TRTHT 12,000 A8 qdb iehy

TG & 915 23 TR DI He TT| SaTemge & g RIF 3R Jfid R & SR fawnie 3 aqfe! &1 snefafed
IR | 3P FagR R -9iH STt 3R TeTgit wWe el ed & Agayul Siaef UeH &rdl gl
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QUESTION CORNER

Why did Hayli Gubbi erupt now?

Vasudevan Mukunth

A: Hayli Gubbi is a shield
volcano in Afar, Ethiopia,
and a member of the
Erta Ale Range. It's
located at the edge of
the East African Rift
where the African and
Arabian plates are slowly pulling apart. A
shield volcano is a broad, gently sloping
volcano that consists of many thin, fluid
lava flows. Its eruptions are typically less
explosive so the lava spreads out wide
like a warrior’s shield — and se the
name.

Geological studies have shown that Hayli
Gubbi is built mainly from dark basaltic
lavas but also contains more silica-rich
rocks like trachytes and rhyolites. These
lighter magmas can trap more dissolved
gases, so when they rise, they're more
likely to erupt explosively and throw ash
high into the atmosphere. That’s what
happened on November 23.

But why did it erupt now after at least
12,000 years of quiet? While it's early
days, scientists believe the answer lies
deep under the rift. As the tectonic
plates move apart, hot mantle rock rises
and partially melts, feeding magma into
shallow chambers beneath the volcano.
Over millennia, this magma can slowly
build up and pressurise the rocks above
it.

At some point, faulting or cracking of the
crust will open a path to the surface,
allowing the pressurised, gas-rich
magma to rise quickly and the dissolved
gases to expand into bubbles.

T AT R We T2 - IS RS
1. R Afe: gdf silat R
o T o I WA R 96T ¢ ST SBIT SR 3R B wie dR-GR ST B 38 B

o O T 3N Bl €, e Udel B Sl & 3R T Hed Il ) Gdg B 3R g ST gl

This photo released by the Afar Government
Communication Bureau shows ash billowing from
the long-dormant Hayli Gubbi volcana in
Ethiopia, ap

Because the volcano is remote and
poorly monitored, scientists are still
analysing satellite images and ash
samples, so their explanations are
provisional and may change as new data
becomes available.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to

science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject 'Daily page'
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o R dfe et Heq sruafeiT & SR
o mWﬁTﬁ'UT,

o SHIYUT & ggHl HI Iy,
o B &1 I fAe @ufees ¥ sifie Riftre gaa Br ) |

3. RifereT-ays Avr (@@Tscy SR Ratarsew) ot sufufa

o ATIG SrergHl I ar Tadr ¢ 3 gt Tedt H STee g 8, Al I ot Twsfed ok Rafees A giar
&, S it feraferm gian & iR Sifiies T &1 turdl 5

. gasqaw%ﬁgw&ﬁ?mmuadoa%,a‘rddld?ﬁﬁﬁﬁw g - gl g3 T fowmies fawpie — Had
|
o TG 23 TdeR Bl IRG ¥ R WH B IS BT 2 |
4. H¥ed WiteeT &R
o JHA CTR TYTT: I Xg! W B! T & HRUT IR & 1Y VRIS AT &R |
o 3 IhaRR A 19 9T HHT & N 3Me Idg WR e &1 AN @i f&aT|
o TUWE P haeR R & & 317 T AT T B iR B
5. Hiffra fRT
o SAAHE Uh R, WRIE SUSR AT 8 H B
o AFIFE T T F T W U IR &
o JUIE T,
o YHe BHI&R,




annou| £

T

U n ooooot

o G THAT LT
o 3T, BT URMAE § 3R U a1 & 3 W bR 8 o 1
R |

Tgufed! &1 fAfSpadr & a1 gl sl &1 fawhie ey siftres TuTaHT § 6 ddafas faadi~e fages, it fwm
T 3R S Hed Bifeet BT URUMH § o 19 I9g 3 &) fahles U § aex Fdan &1 srafa €t gdf
MBI RN H DT RIF - AT I Yo Wiy AEEINT RRI H F T - TfEs sarangzd o) Swlie & g,
BT Hiasgaroh 31 Gfewd 81 T @ SIIHY SR IuUg AR 39 gy dfd a9 U § HeadH geT &t
U 1 URSpd B |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
Uy Yes ATl & 9 d Fafiad 3 W TR a8

1. 3 HH-Ryufyurge are Surfecs aMaT §RT 94 § S delt g3t 0 thadl g

2. 3 3 IR W I RferepT Ift & SR fpies fawpiel ¥ 98 81 B

2.3 3T AR W Wie faaem a1 7 =il & &3 7 g1d &

Sudad HUHl § § PH-91/A & 2722

(a) Had 1 3R 3

(b) a2 3R 3

() Pad 1 3R 2

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3 : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Uy : gl esT oIy griH & T SATangd! fawhie! BT 31T R H SUUE- SR TR SUHRUN Bt YHDBT
BT Pedice B+ | T Urenfiferat o1 Jramnd 31 82 (250 Uss)
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Page 09 : GS 2 : International Relations
fO®d &1 G¥PI (2000-2023) H, TH AT & FaH g [GUANT BUCT & U H IHT &, [ 80% I 3Hfereb dftyep =it
IR &=t @1 2 feferam STer ¥ i &1 07 IR S[EM e 1 Te3el R I fovw MU =10 siievg! & o9 & fagsh
faaae o1 gead THf IR UET STa T § - TS <= & o fAdmraTeds WeradT ¥ ddR I M arelt srfarawirait
¥ forg anforfSues, ary-Tanfera 01 9o | Ruid & ag +ft Xaifed far mar 8 f &9 69 & 301 3 3y snffes Ak
3R Y-S TRRGUT B =77 PR fea B
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| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

hina lent more than $2 tril-
C lion in loans and grants to

over 80% of countries and
regions in the world between
2000 and 2023. The U.S. was the
biggest beneficiary, according to
data released by AidData, a re-
search institute at the College of
William and Mary in Williamsburg,
Virginia.

Over the years, Chinese state-
owned entities have lent about
$200 billion for nearly 2,500 pro-
jects and initiatives — more than
9% of the total amount lent by Chi-
na— to American companies. Over
95% of this amount was lent by
Chinese state-owned banks, enter-
prises, and the central bank, while
the rest was lent by non-state
players,

Map 1 shows the amounts lent
by China to various countries bet-
ween 2000 and 2023. Across the
world, during that period, 179 out
of 217 countries and territories re-
ceived at least one loan from a Chi-
nese state-owned creditor. China
was the world’s largest creditor
and debt collector in 2023, lending
$140 billion to various countries.

Entities in Russia and Australia
were the second and the third big-
gest beneficiaries in the last two
decades, receiving $172 billion and
$130 billion, respectively, in the
period. Firms in the 27 member
states of the European Union re-
ceived $161 billion for 1,800 pro-
jects and activities.

Chart 2 shows the 20 countries
that received the highest loan com-
mitments between 2000 and
2023, along with the income brack-
et under which they fall. Of the
countries shown in the chart, six
are considered “high-income”
countries, which together received
more than 20% of the total amount
lent by China in the period. About
$943 billion was lent to high-in-
come countries overall.

Beijing is moving away from its

Over 80% nations got loans from China in the last two decad

Chinese banks have lent about $200 billion to US. projects and initiatives, which makes the US. the biggest beneficiary

role as an aid provider to relatively
poorer nations, as its focus has
shifted towards commercial lend-
ing for developed countries. For
instance, more than 75% of Chi-
nese loan transactions with U.S.
companies were “commercial” in
nature, while only about 7% were
for “developmental” intents, as
per the data. China had lent about
$320 million to the U.S. in 2000;
this surged to about $19 billion in
2023, which hints at the “commer-
cial” turn the investments took.

China’s initial focus was on in-
frastructural development pro-
jects in economically disadvan-
taged nations. Chinese President
Xi Jinping launched the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013, which
helped develop energy, infrastruc-
ture, and connectivity projects in
Europe and Asia. The Aiddata re-
port details how China has scaled
back on its lending to such pro-
jects; where BRI once made up
75% of China’s lending operations,
it now makes up about 25%.

Chart 3 shows the share of
high-income and low-income
countries in China’s portfolio. The
report finds that in a typical year,
China spent about $5.7 billion on
what can be classified as aid for of-
ficial development assistance. Ho-
wever, in 2023, China’s global offi-
cial  development  assistance
commitments fell to $1.9 billion.

According to the report, China
has an 80% success rate for getting
overseas mergers and acquisitions
approved. This is because of the
relatively weak screening mechan-
isms for foreign capital inflow in
most countries that China invested
in. The report also alleges that Chi-
na managed this by channelling
funds through off-shore shell com-
panies and international bank
syndicates.

As of 2023, Indian entities have
borrowed or were granted $11.1bil-
lion from China, with a large
amount of this dedicated to the
energy sector and banking and fi-
nancial services. Most of the funds
were horrowed with a mix of com-
mercial and developmental intent.

les

Lending hand

The data for the charts were sourced from a report titled
‘Chasing China: Leaming to Play by Beijing’s Global
Lending Rules’ by AidData

Map 1: Amounts lent/granted to entitiesin
various countries by China, between 2000 and
2023. Over 80% of countries/territories have
received at least one loan from China

ussia $171.2 billion

United States
S$201.9 bitlion

More than 75% of v India F »
{C)h;n;-;c];;rx;io ’ 4 ‘:’ Chinese banks

s € - lent or granted
W' s S
ok é [3’ ndian entities i ’ 3
‘developmental® 7 G
intents

Map not to scale

Chart 3: The share of high-income and low-income countries
in China’s portfolio. Where Belt and Road Initiative once made
up 75% of China's lending operations, it now makes up 25%

US N 71
Russia | 17
Australia )
Venezuels [ 10

Pakistan | 7% (figuies In percent)
Angola | i) %0 Share
Kazakhstan | 64 80 earmarked
Brazil | 64 for up-
Indonesia | 61 Totalloan commitments 70 per-middie

< ua; —“ 50 (2000-2023, $ billion) o and high
witzerdand Income
Argentina [N 36 Chart 2: The 20 countries 50 countries
Singapore I 35 that received the highest loan
Germany I 33 commitments, between 2000 40 Share
Turkey | 33 and 2023, along with the income s earmarked
tean § 29 bracket under which they fall 'D:dkl’w
P and lower
'\';::;’:‘_; 1‘ ;215 B High-income country 0 middile
Eciador | 2% -Tmnsmor!al country 10 —_ income
S Arabia [N 25 [ELow- or middle-income country o countries
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Fd df¥y® BUI: § 2 fefera I siftre |
3l 2023 , = A 140 fafera Sier &1 B0 i, fo™ 98 g &1 Jad 981 ARG AHaR & 7|

2. 3T gad T arHif @

U7 3R faaawor # § 200 fofera smfet Hufat 3R ugd! ! Tu|
TTH W 95% J 31 A IeT b Wi aTat SbT 3R IET b Aq1emH I 3|
SARBT Y TS 75% W 3 U1 A1 aTforfyss 3, fasmrarets =gl |

SAR®T BT I BT B $320 Al (2000) T Tedx $19 faferm (2023) 81 T, S ATH-I9 A= & 3R
I IGAd BI ST |

3. 3] W Ut

&8: § 172 fafer

sireeferr: § 130 faferma

R Y (27 I&): $161 fafermm

3 3= M arelt Srforaual &1 grfed ¥U ¥ i & Ay BT BT 20% T i B g1

4. GETIAT ¥ IIfOIfRus BT Bt 3R Ieard

2000 & G DI FHHTA: T - HH 3 aTa), [IHra=ia <=1 § gHard! gt IR & dbfad fan
d1emRaE (2013) A ORIy =0 I TR, AT 3R Y H 3T Wi B dof HR (3T

3fST; AR SATS T P B BT Had 25% & (75% I i) |

9 fasfira aToRt & arftfues o1, 3fd) aw ok facr oiR siftereor &) dolt & wufirear < @17

5. TIPS fapT Jeradr (3ndiv) # firRTae

fafary arfffe andiw: §5.7 faferam
2023 B, ODA fTR®R $1.9 fafera g1 T - &Y fap T TeTaar & fort 8 Wit dr &1 Tobd e ol



%

o NITINVSIR |

oo gubodod
6. 91+t BHT & g SrgwieT @y
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o YRAH 2000 ¥ A Y 11.1 faferam Sier Uad fou/IuR feram|
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o FU-FRar @ el ok Yorifoe ufasfed & SR YR Wad B 3|
Ay T 3R srfeaawn & forg ffgard

T. 9gdT faita wuTa: 9 & BT 3 ASeHU® 3R 3y §o S ufdet g ara G o1 g 3d §U 39 e o<
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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What does the draft Seeds Bill entail?

Why has the seed industry been demanding a reform of the Seeds Act of 19662 What are the punishments prescribed for flouting provisions under the Bill? Why

are farmers’ groups worried about the new draft Bill? What will be the roles of the Central and State Seed Committees?

EXPLAINER

A. M. Jigeesh

The story so far:
he Union Agriculture Ministry
released the draft Seeds Bill on
November 12, and has invited
public comments on it till
December 11 The Seeds Bill, seenas a
regulatory step to ensure guality of seeds
sold and distributed to farmers, promotes
“ease of doing business” and reduces
compliance burden, while maintaining
strong provisions to penalise serious
violations, as per the government. The
government has been open about its
intention to amend the Seeds Act of 1966
and the Seeds (Control) Order of 1983.

What has been the history?
According to the Union Agriculture
Ministry, in 2023-24, the country had an
overall requirement of 462.31 lakh
quintals of seeds for various crops with
availability being 508.60 lakh quintals,
which then led to a surplus of 46.29 lakh
quintals of seeds.

The seed industry has been demanding
that the 1966 Act should be amended to
accommodate technological and scientific
advancements in the sphere of seeds and
to address the changes in trade and
commerce over the last six decades. In
their initial response, the Federation of
Seed Industry of India Chairman Ajai
Rana said the release of the draft is a
timely and much-needed step toward
modernising India’s seed regulatory
framework. However, the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha, an umbrella body of farmers,
said they will continue to oppose moves
to bring amendments in the Bill that are
“anti-farmer”.

‘What are the new provisions?
The Bill provides a regulatory mechanism
in the area of import, production and
supply of quality seeds. The Bill does not
restrict the right of the farmer to grow,
SOW, re-Sow, save, use, exchange, share or

New reforms: WOmer farmers sow maize seeds in afietd, In Mongaon on November 10. P11

sell his farm seeds, except when he sells
such seed or planting material under a
brand name. The Bill defines farmer,
dealer, distributor and producer as
separate entities that deal with the
production, distribution, trade and use of
seeds. It also provides for the
establishment of 27-member Central and
15-member State seed committees. The
Central seed committee can recommend
the minimum limits of germination,
genetic and physical purity, traits, seed
health and additional standards of seeds
to the Union Government. The State Seed
Committee can advise the State
Government on registration of seed
producers, seed processing units, seed
dealers, distributors and plant nurseries.
Under the Bill, it is mandatory that all
seed processing units must be registered
with the State governments based on the

GS. Paper 2 m

provisions in the proposed legislation.
The Bill, however, adds that to promote
ease of doing business, the Union
government may establish a merit based
and transparent Central Accreditation
System for companies operating in
multiple States.

The Bill suggests the creation of the
office of Registrar to keep a National
Register on seed varieties under the
Central seed committee, The procedure
for conducting field trials to assess the
Value for Cultivation and Use of any kind
or variety is also detailed in the draft Bill.

The Bill also has provisions for the
establishment of Central and State seed
testing laboratories, where analysis of
seed of any kind or variety shall be
carried out in the prescribed manner. The
Bill also explains the role and powers of
seed inspectors, an officer with powers

under the provisions of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita to search or
seize. The Bill details the punishment for
trivial, minor and major offences for
flouting provisions under the Bill, The
punishment ranges from a fine of
350,000 to 330 lakh and up to three years
of imprisonment.

‘What are changes from 2019 draft?
One of the major changes is in the section
of offences and punishments, In the
previous draft, the offences were covered
under consumer protection laws and the
penalty ranged between ¥25,000 and 35
lakh and an imprisonment up to one year.
There are substantial changes with
respect to this section in the new draft.
On farmers’ rights, the new draft links
the matter with the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers Rights Act. On
quality norms, the standards have been
tightened. The new Bill looks at the
import of seeds in a more liberal way.

What are the concerns of farmers?
The All India Kisan Sabha, a constituent
of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, said the Bill
is poised to increase cost of cultivation by
allowing corporates to indulge in the
predatory pricing of seeds. They doubt
the Bill is part of a larger political project
of the RSS-BJP to dispossess small farmers
and surrender the country’s seed
sovereignty 1o a handful of multinational
and domestic monopolies.

They demanded that the new draft
must complement, not conflict with, the
progressive legal safeguards already
established under the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers Right Act of 2001,
and India’s international commitments
under the Convention on Biological
Diversity and the International Treaty on
Plant Genertic Resources for Food and
Agriculture. The Kisan Sabha pointed out
that the draft Seeds Bill introduces a
heavily centralised and corporatised
regulatory system that risks weakening
farmer-centered protection and diluting
India’s legal architecture for biodiversity
conservation and farmers’ rights.

THE GIST

v

The seed industry has been
demanding that the 1966 Act
should be amended to
accommeodate technological
and scientific advancementsin
the sphere of seeds and to
address the changes in trade
and commerce over the last six
decades.

v

The Bill atso has provisiens for
the establishment of Central
and State seed testing
labaratories, where analysis of
seed of any kind or variety shall
be carried out In the prescribed
manner.

v

The All India Kisan Sabha, a
constituent of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha, said the Bill is
poised to increase cost of
cultivation by allowing
corporates to indulge in the
predatory pricing of seeds.
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