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Clearest black hole merger signa
yet allows probe of Hawking’s law

As the clisarest gravitational sianal ever detected, GW2501H allowed researchers t draw condusions about undamental phsios: they anuhsed the
frequencies of gravitational waves emetted by the merger to present the mest compelling evidence o date of the black-hole area theorem
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

TY: BTa1 o1 H @aRl § GW250114 T8 &1 geT (Huferiad d | feas dafed 52
(2) g TG &1 H Ueh U Ui Bt il

(b) S B P AT T TaY WY THATHYUT T Yobd T T TTHT

(c) TS icH idb I 1 Sfaaib

(d) T g TTHI-fPR0T fawpie &t uga

3viR: b)

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

TY: TE@AIHYU-q G A el & IR T gARY IHY B 77 TSR ¢ 8T 8 | 3 HYA BT LIGO-Virgo-KAGRA Hi
Toll e+ H JHSETI 39 dRe P i Hifid Wfde! & w3 Sig v H $8 Hag HRd 87 (250 ed)
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o WY Y& (S 3R WRWIG: HRAN JSb SO P fenfrdan &
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2. ATSARAT 3R Uad SiaRTd

YRA B SISAT AT Tl JRIErd STSfd I SR Siedhal R difdd SR
W SR <l B

o RN A YPER 3R Wi SR em & e & HROT
SRR TR SRRFT SRR g1 W F |

o  JaEE BRESYH TR, ffed 3R qRem-3g@ agaRiT & Ry
AT e hg (IRIUIE a1 Hal & THH) §H B RGN Har gl

o T M, SHNAT 3R Tad WS JAT W Yacd Pt HH Ui
gHleIel B A TH Pl SMHA-TEA BT <FhR & TNTEH ool 8

3. gHeAT & d1g ufafshar SR WTed T@UTA &1 YT

gt de % o geeTd 8l &, < SmurdesTel fifdrean ufafrar 3iR Srard SaHTe
73 TRE ¥ U gt gl

o WEfP BTSN e &3 H Y- & SRUAT B, [IER 9 Il 7,
TR ST HIR AT g & HROT G & T HT SR g |

Death on the move

Road accidents are not resulting in an
overhaul of infrastructure and hccnt.mﬂ

he highway accident on November 3 that
claimed 19 lives at Chevella near Hydera-
bad was far too routine to change India's
disgraceful record in fatal road accidents. The
driver of a gravel-laden truck apparently swerved
to avoid a pothole and rammed into a bus. There
were no dividers, no streetlights and no signages
on that stretch of National Highway 163. India’s
roads are a major public hazard. Pedestrians, bus
riders and two-wheeler motorists constitute the
majority of the over 400 people who die on In-
dia’s roads on average, the equivalent to a full
transcontinental flight going down. Flight disas-
ters invite scrutiny, multi-agency probes and
quick remedial actions but road accident deaths
that mostly involve poorer folk trigger perfuncto-
ry probes and glacial change in rules, if any. Go-
vernment documents identify human error as
the most common cause but deeper reasons —
vehicular and infrastructural - are unaddressed.
In India, the road test for getting a driving Li-
cence examines whether the person is able to
handle a vehicle of certain specification, largely a
skill test, rather than one of his knowledge and
execution of safe driving practices. No safety
training is mandated. Most accidents are colli-
sions from the back — whereas exemplar driving
tests in other countries filter our tailgating ten-
dencies and arbitrary lane changing. The system
of certifying and monitoring drivers and vehicles
is broken and corrupt. For nearly all Indians, na-
vigating RTOs is unpleasant. The SaveLIFE Foun-
dation advocates License Seva Kendras — on the
lines of Passport Seva Kendras — so that they are
transparent, digitised, and ensure good driver
skills and safety awareness. One in five accidents
are head-on collisions, which have happened
even on four-lane highways, indicating wrong-
side driving and the state of road dividers. In gen-
eral, national highways need to adhere to Indian
Roads Congress guidelines but States have made
no mandates as required by the Motor Vehicles
Act. There are potholes, dangerous curves, drain-
age systems, bridge parapets and concrete ob-
jects, but no crash barriers or energy absorbers.
Collision-risk warning devices are relatively inex-
pensive and can be mandated on commercial
vehicles. Better pedestrian infrastructure alone
can prevent many fatalities. In Hyderabad, a
community health-care centre was available for
immediate treatment and a government hospital
was not far away. But that is often not the case el-
sewhere. In States such as Bihar, fatality rates are
double because of inadequate trauma care infras-
tructure. An overhaul of the road transport sys-
tern is an urgent requirement in India.
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BTl Hiex arg (G=em) SfAfam, 2019 BT I TS SR SAEea! &I Holgd HRAT 8, Ao Iod WR TR BTG
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YR BT TSP YR Ydhe Had SAfaaTTd ATRaTe! &1 URUTH 781 § - T8 Teh UM fatherdr 8 o /RIS YR, HHSIR
gacH SR gFaTet gfa 31 GR&m & ufd Ieri-ar & ffgd 71 39 Ugfi &1 Iaed & R, HRd &1 9$H geisl 4 gH
et Al B famEE emuerstt & U € daRdT ¥ O T1fdUl U AUS 2P - RS e g, ammfe
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ugdl & d1avg, T gIH arell didl ! I=add & § U Th &1 gafl gl of
wﬁmaﬁﬁﬁvwgv&nﬁgw%ﬁwmgmmw%(150!&&:)
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C. B. P. Srivastava

he recent controversy over the
alleged contemptuous and
derogatory remarks against the
Chiel Justice of India and the
Supreme Court has not only raised
evebrows, but can also be considered an
act of diminishing the ‘authority” of
India’s top court. Moreover, such remarks
being spread threugh media and social
media may also be seen as an act of
interfering and obstructing the
administration of justice, thereby directly
damaging the edifice of constitutional
morality. This has been the basis for the

Understanding contempt
The phrase ‘contempt of court’ is used in
Article 19(2) as one of the grounds for
imposing reasonable restriction on
fundamental freedoms vet the
Constitution does not give guidelines on

fropie araTerd &1 YAuUTfe SMYR R YR

demand to initiate contempt proceedings.

What constitutes as
contempt of court in India?

How does the Constitution define courts of record? What are the two types of contempt?

how to initiate such proceedings. In India,
the Supreme Court and High Court have
been designated as courts of record under
Article 129 and 215 respectively. A court of
record is one whose decisions are kept in
reserve for future references and
inherently it also has the power to punish
for its contempr. This implicit
constitutional provision is explained in
the Contempt of Court Act, 1971,

The Act classifies contempt into civil
and criminal. Section 2(b} of the Act
defines civil contempt as wilful
disobedience o any judgiment, decree,
direction, order, writ or other process of a
court or wilful breach of an undereaking
given 1o a court. On the other hand,
criminal contempt is defined in Section
2ic) of the Act, as the publication
(whether by words spoken or written or
by signs or by visible representations or
otherwise} of any matter or the doing of
any act which — (i) scandalises or lowers
the authority of any court; or (i)

prejudices or interferes or tends to
interfere with, the due course of any
judicial proceeding; or (jii) interferes or
tends to interfere with the administration
of justice in any other manner. This
miakes it clear that contempt is different
from mere disrespect. Tt is bevond just
covering disobedience and disruption in
the working of the justice svstem. The Act
further states that the High Court or
Supreme Court may initiate contempt
proceedings suo moto, It may also be
initiated by a third party provided the
petition has consent from the Attorney
General or Advocate General for the
Supreme Court and High Court
respectively.

The mode of criticism

Itis now a settled principle that fair
criticism of a decided case is not
contempt, but criticism that transgresses
the limits of fair commentary may be
considered contempruous as held in

Ashwini Kumar Ghosh versus Arabinda
Baoge (1952}, Further, in Anil Ratan Sarkar
versus Hirak Ghosh (2002), it was held that
the power to punish for contempt must
be exercised with caution and shall only
be exercised when there is a clear
violation of an order. One of the landmark
cases is of M. V. fayarajan versus High
Court of Kerala (2015) in which the top
court upheld a contempt finding against
an individual for using abusive language
in a public speech while criticising a High
Court order, establishing that such actions
could be considered criminal conmempt
for undermining the judiciary’s authority
and disrupting the administration of
justice, The top Court recently in

h E v Lakstminarayanan vs,
High Court of Madvas (2025) has held that
the very purpase to punish for contempt
is to ensure administration of justice,

Criticising the Courts” action

democratically is not wrong; however,
one needs to consider that the judiciary is
playing a crucial role by contributing to
setting the priorities for the state so that
the sanctity of administration of justice is
maintained. Both the state and the
citizens need ro understand that any kind
of misrepresentation would not only
amount to contempt, it would also be
detrimental to democratic principles,
affecting the delivery of substantive
Jjustice (elimination of injustices).
The author is President, Centre for
lied Research in Governance, Delhi.

THE GIST

-

The phrase ‘contempt of court’
s used in Article 19(2) as one of
the grounds for impesing
reasonable restriction on
fundamental freedoms.

-

In India, the Supreme Court
and High Court have been
designated as courts of record
under Article 123 and 215
respectively.

-

It is now a settied principle that
fair criticism of a decided case
is not contempt, bt criticism
that transgresses the imits of
fair commentary may be
considersd as contemplucus.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. YRd &1 Fared =ARTerd

2. I IR

3. foret =marera

2 o TT ) 1 ITERT FRF W IR BT 9 Y
(A) Had 1

(B) Hadl 1 3R 2

(C) Pad 2 3R 3

D) 1,2 3R 3

I : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Challenges facing the upcoming income survey

The upcoming Houschold Income Survey promises to provide a detailed snapshot of Indias households
ature of the questions, which many resp

collecting accurate income data rem

ECONOMIC NOTES

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

e upeoming Household

Income Survey, 2026, which is

going to be the first of its kind,

could offer the clearest picture
yet of India’s households, revealing how
they are coping, changing, and moving
towards the future, However, the
challenge with such an exercise lies in the
sensitive nature of guestions about
individual income, which many
respondents may be reluctant to answer.
While the survey design is valuable from a
policymaker’s perspective, for
respondents, such guestions can feel
intrusive and, in many cases, difficult to
answer accurately from memory,

On past surveys

Inclian policymakers lack actionable
information about household income.
While surveys like the Periodic Labour
Force Survey attempts to capiure
earnings, it views wages and salaries
through the lens of labour marker
dynamics, and falls short of offering
detailed insights into household
characteristics. The Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES)
refies on spending patterns to infer
househald income. While this survey is
considerad more reliable, using
consumption data as a proxy for income
involves aleap that may not always hold
up in practice. Then there is the RBl's
Consumer Confidence Survey which
tracks how income levels rise or fall over
time among urban and rural consumers,
Put together, these survey tools have
either capured broad ends in income
changes, relied on proxies to gauge them,
or examined income through specific
analytical lenses.,

The upcoming Household Income
Survey, however, aims 1o collect income
data to understand income itself and its
interplay with other household
characteristics. The new survey gathers

achallenge due to the s

detailed information on social group,
religion, and occupation - covering
whether households are engaged in
agriculture or other economic activities, Tt
also records land ownership and use,
property details such as the size and type
of dwelling, and loans taken.

This survey, for the very first time,
collects derailed information on regular
salaries, including allowances such as
overtime pay, performance-hased
bhonuses, stock options. leave

il and e
For casual workers, the survey will record
the mumber of days worked, average daily
wages earned, and even tps received. In
the case of self-emploved respondents, it
will gather details on the type of crops
sold, the quantity, and the value of those
sales, For those engaged in
noweagricultural work, the survey will
node down the sector of business and the
gross value of receipts earned,

By combining such information, the
strviey will make it easier to understand

gEYfA 3R HiseT ST SiavTa
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GETTY IMAGES

class dynamics across different types of
employment and whether certain jobs are
concentrated within specific social
groups, 1t may also shed light on what
share of a household's total income goes
toward loan repayments — an important
metric in an economy driven by
EMI-based spending, particularly among
urban households. When it comes to
agriculture, the detailed questions make
this survey an excellent direct wol o test
claims like "doubling farmers’ income™,
and assess related government schemes.

Expenses recorded
While measuring income is important,
considering spending patterns is equally
essential. Therefore, this survey repeats
some questions from the HCES, For
instance, the survey asks farmers to
report input costs for each item, including
seeds, labour, and transport. For those
engaged in self-employvment in other
sectors, it seeks details on raw material
costs, rental pavments, and repair and

maintenance expenses. By gathering both
cost and income data from the same
households, the survey enables accurate
measurement of profit marging.
Additionally, it measures pension
payments, family support transfers such
as alimony or child support, and
remittances. More importantly, for the
first time, the survey collects data on
funds received through State-specific
schemes such as the Kalaimmar Magalir
Urimai Thittam in Tamil Nadu, along with
several Union government schemes,

Testing troubles

In August this vear, the proposed survey
was pilot-tested by randomly selecting
households across India to answer its

their incomes, expenses, and changing dynamics. Yet,
ndents may find intrusive or difficult o answer

THE GIST

-

This survey. for the very first
time, collacts detailed
infarmation on regular salaries,
including allowances such as
avertime pay,
performance-based bonuses,
stock aptions, leave
encashments, and severance
payments.

-

In fwgust this year, the
proposed sursey was
pilot-tested by randomly
selecting s across

1 This exercise 1 some
concerning feedback. Close 1o 95% of the
respondents considered the information
to be sensitive and felt uncomfortable
disclosing income from different sources,
A majority of them refised 1o answer
guestions about income taxes paid. Most
respondents thus are likely to feel
cautious when answering these guestions,
The survey tearn is aware of this challenge
and is addressing it by increasing public
awareness, dispelling misconceptions,
and planning outreach across various
media. They also aim o deploy field staff
farniliar with local langusges to build
trust. The testing team observed that
respondents in riral areas sought fewer
clarifications, whereas those in affluent
households asked for more. Due to this
hesitation, unusually, the government ks
considering infroducing a
self-compilarion system exclusively for
affluent and gated communities. Under
this system, respondents would receive a
written request explaining the survey's
objectives and the importance of
providing accurate income data,

Moreover, during field visits, many
households overstated their expenses or
misunderstood their income levels.
Respondents also found it difficult to
recall details about their Anancial assets
and were often unaware of the interest
earned from savings or fised deposits.,

india to answer its questions.
This exercise generated some
concerming feedback,

-

A majerity of therm refused to
answerquestions ahout
income taxes paid.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
U : TN 3T FAEUT (HIS), 2026 F Jay H Faferfad sy R faar Fifee:
1. 98 YR BT Ugdl Ha&l g ford aRaR| & Tcel o Sl U a1 & fore fSere e man g
2. Fd&fU1 g, TRl 3R HeaTul FEiaRyl R el Hft Tha S|
3. I8 TR IUHNT Y HfU (TIRAZTH) Bl I RE A 9af aell 5|
SUdad HYHI | | DI AT 9L 72
(A) Had 1 3R 2
(B) Had 2 3R 3
(C) Pad 1 3R 3
D) 1,2 3R 3

3TR: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YR H 1&T- TR =il FHT01 H YR o [od SFTE R 31 Gd&ful, 2026 & Hgd IR
T foT gt T AT HRAT IS Wbl /72 (250 RMeg)
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Agri tech a ‘big part’
of FTA negotiations
with India: McClay

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

Agricultural  technology
sharing and methods to in-
crease output are a “hig
part” of the negotiations
between New Zealand and
India on a free trade agres-
ment (FTA), New Zealand’s
Minister for Trade and In-
vestment  Todd  McClay
said on Wednesday.

India and New Zealand

began the fourth round of

negotiations towards an
FTA on Monday, with the
Indian team visiting Auck-
land untl Friday. Com-
merce  Minister  Piyush
Goyal also visited New Zea-
land on Wednesday to dis-
cuss various issues with
Mr. McClay.

Speaking o reporters in
Auckland along with Mr.
Goyal, Mr. McClay said that
New Zealand had been in-
novating over the years
and working with its farm-
ers w find ways w produce
more and to increase its
farmers’ incomes.

“Prime Minister [Chris-
topher| Luxon has direct-
ed me in our discussions
and negotiations to make
sure New Zealand does its
part to help Prime Minister
[Narendral Modi meet his
commitment to increasing
the earnings of Indian
farmers by 50% by 2030,
Mr. MeClay said.

“50 a lot of the science
that we have developed
here to help them produce
more is available to us in
cooperation with India and
that's been a big part of our
discussion around the ne-
gotiation so far,” he added.

Negotiations with India

Union Minister Piyush Goyal
with New Zealand Trade
Minister McClay. FILE PHOTO

regarding agriculture have
been tricky as the Indian
government has  been
steadfast in protecting the
interests of its farmers.

This has been a speed
bump in negotiations with
the U.S., European Union,
and even the United
Kingdom.

‘Challenges remain’

“t’s fair to say that on both
sides, there are always
challenges in a trade negp-
tation,” Mr.  McClay
acknowledged.

“What Minister [Piyush]
Goyal and I have agreed is
that rather than our nego-
tiators arguing, we will ind
solutions together. And so
far, 1 think we've made
great progress.”

Neither Minister was
forthcoming about a dea-
dline by which the deal
would be finalised.

“l don't think we ever
discuss  deadlines,”  Mr.
Goyal said.

“There never has beena
timeframe for any free
trade agreement that we
have negotiated,” Mr.
Goyal asserted.
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In Brazil.

oday, in the Brazilian Amazon, the
Belém Summit opens ahead of the
30th United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP30). World leaders
convened here in the days leading up to the COP
so that we can all commit to acting with the
urgency that the climate crisis demands.

If we fail to move beyond speeches into real
action, our societies will lose faith not only in the
COPs but also in multilateralism and international
politics more broadly. That is why [ have
summoned leaders to the Amazon: to make this
the COP of Truth; the moment we demonstrate
the seriousness of our shared commitment to the
planet.

Humanity has shown its ability to overcome
great challenges when it acts together and guided
hy science. We protected the ozone layer. The
global response to the COVID-19 pandemic
proved that the world can act decisively when
there is courage and political will.

Back to Brazil

Brazil hosted the Earth Summit in 1992, We
approved the Conventions on Climate Change,
Biological Diversity and Combating
Desertification, and adopted principles that
defined a new paradigm for preserving our planet
and our humanity. Over the past 33 years, these
gatherings have produced important agreements
and targets for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions — from ending deforestation by 2030 to
tripling renewable energy use.

More than three decades later, the world has
returned to Brazil to confront climate change. It is
no coincidence that COP30 takes place in the
heart of the Amazon rainforest. This is an
opportunity for politicians, diplomats, scientists,
activists and journalists to witness the reality of
the Amazon.

We want the world to see the true state of the
forests, the planet's largest river basin, and the
millions of people who live in the region. COPs
cannot be mere showcases of good ideas or

GS. Paper 3 PRIEEL
P L.LI.EBJ.I

COP30 and the moment of truth

il
Luiz Incio Lula

is the President
of Brazl

The setting of
the Belém
Summit — in
the Amazon
will help lead
the way in
effective action
to tackle
climate change

annual gatherings for negotiators. They must be
moments of contact with reality and of effective
action to tackle climate change.

To confront this crisis together, we need
resources. And we must recognise that the
principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities remains the non-negaotiable
foundation of any climate pact.

That is why the Global South demands greater
access to resources — not out of charity, but
justice, Rich countries have benefited the most
from the carbon-based economy. They must now
rise to their responsibilities, not only by making
commitments but also by honouring their debts.

Brazil is doing its part. In just two years, we
have already halved deforestation in the Amazon,
showing that concrete climate action is possible,

A move to preserve forests, other measures
In Belém, we will launch an innovative initiative
to preserve forests: the Tropical Forests Forever
Facility (TFFF). It is innovative because it
operates as an investment fund, not a donation
mechanism.

The TFFF will reward those who keep their
forests standing and those who invest in the fund;
a genuine win-win approach to tackling climate
change. Leading by example, Brazil has
announced a $1 billion investment in the TFFF,
and we expect equally ambitious announcements
from other countries.

We also set an example by becoming the
second country to present a new Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC). Brazil has
committed to reducing its emissions by 59% to
67%, covering all greenhouse gases and all sectors
of the economy.

In this spirit, we call on all countries to present
equally ambitious NDCs and to implement them
effectively.

The energy transition is fundamental to
meeting Brazil's NDC. Our energy matrix is
among the cleanest in the world, with 88% of our
electricity coming from renewable sources, We

lead in biofuels and are advancing in wind, solar
and green hydrogen energy.

Redirecting revenues from oil production to
finance a just, orderly and equitable energy
transition will be essential, Over time, oil
companies worldwide, including Brazil's
Petrobras, will transform into energy companies,
because a growth model based on fossil fuels
cannot last.

People must be at the centre of political
decisions about climate and the energy
transition. We must recognise that the most
vulnerable sectors of our society are the most
affected by the impacts of climate change, which
is why just transition and adaptation plans must
aim to combat inequality.

We cannot forget that two billion people lack
access to clean technologies and fuels for
cooking, and 673 million still live with hunger. In
response, we will launch in Belém, a ‘Declaration
on Hunger, Poverty and Climate', Our
commitment to fight global warming must be
directly linked to the fight against hunger.

The need for a climate change council

It is also fundamental that we advance the reform
of global governance. Today, multilateralism
suffers from the paralysis of the United Nations
Security Council. Created to preserve peace, it
has failed to prevent wars. It is our duty,
therefore, to fight for the reform of this
institution.

At COP30, we will advocate the creation of a
UN Climate Change Council linked to the General
Assembly. Tt would be a new governance
structure with the force and the legitimacy to
ensure that countries deliver on their promises,
and an effective step toward reversing the current
paralysis of the multilateral system.

At every Climate Conference, we hear many
promises but see too few real commitments. The
era of declarations of good intentions has ended:
the time for action plans has arrived. That is why,
today, we begin the COP of Truth.

Soary fad 1 gy =T a1feu | STar] UiRad—
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