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First PSLV made by private firms to be
unveiled in 2026, says ISRO Chairman

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) Chair-
man V. Narayanan said on
Thursday that the first Po-
lar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) rocket developed
by a private consortium,
led by Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) and
L&T, would be launched in
February 2026.

Speaking during the in-
auguration of the India Ma-
nufacturing Show 2025 in
Bengaluru, he said, “The
consortiums led by HAL
and L&T have produced
the first rocket and we are
going to have the launch by
February 2026. Once we
succeed with two launch-

V. Narayanan

es, our plan is to give at
least 50% of the PSLV di-
rectly to the Indian indus-
try consortium.”

He added that about
80% to 85% of the systems
are developed by private
industries.

“On November 2, the IS-
RO’s heaviest communica-
tion satellite CMS-03 was
placed successfully in the

orbit for enhancing the
communication capability
of India using our own Ba-
hubali rocket LVM-3 MS5.
This mission is launched
by the ISRO, no doubt but
if you look at the contribu-
tion almost 80% to 85%
systems are delivered by
Indian industry that speaks
volume of the contribution
by the Indian industries,”
he added.

450 Indian industries
He said that about 450 In-
dian industries are contri-
buting towards the Indian
space programme and to-
day, 330 plus start-up eco-
systems are working in the
country.

“The Indian space pro-
gramme, when it was start-

ed, was 70 years behind
the developed nations. By
2040... the programme
will be on par with any oth-
er space-faring nations in
terms of launchers, satel-
lites, human space flight
programme and applica-
tions,” he said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Defence Research
and Development Organi-
sation (DRDOQO) Chairman
Samir V. Kamat said that
the contribution of the Mi-
cro, Small & Medium En-
terprises (MSME) sector
was very significant during
Operation Sindoor.

He further said that for a
country to retain its sove-
reignty, it is very important
to indigenously develop
critical technologies.
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(a) Fad 1 3R 2
(b) Had 2 3R 3
(0) Had 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3

JviR: a)

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
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Justice in food

Justice in food systems implies
transition to healthy. affordable diets

v showing that food alone drives five of

B the six breached planetary houndaries
and about 30% of greenhouse-gas emis-

sions worldwide, the new ‘EAT-Lancer Commis-
sion on healthy, sustainable, and just food sys-
tems' report shows how food systems are at the
centre of the overlapping climate, biodiversity,
water, and pollution crises. Foods from animals
account for most agricultural emissions whereas
the grains dominate nitrogen, phosphorus, and
water use. Only combined action, including cuts
to food loss, enhanced and durable productivity
gains, and dietary changes, can reverse these
trends. The prediction on biogeochemical flows
is stark: current agriculture leaves a global nitro-
gen surplus more than twice in excess of the safe
limit. Efficiency gains left uncorrected by good
policy can also spur more output that then erases
environmental savings. The Commission is prag-
matic, too, acknowledging that a response com-
hining everything from dietary changes to emis-
sions mitigation would still only bavely return the
world's food systems to safery vis-d-vis the climare
and freshwater crises by mid-century; the pres-
sure on nutrient security will remain. It does
make one guestionable assumption, that GDP
will grow 127% in 30 vears, whereas policy should
focus on lower growth and worse climate shocks.
According to the report, India maintains a ce-
real-heavy diet while meeting benchmarks by
2050 entails more vegetables, fruits, nuts and leg-
umes, which could raise average consumer pric-
es. Affordability is already fragile in areas that im-
port many of these foods, leaving consumers
exposed to price shocks. Justice thus implies a
transition towards healthier, more diverse diets
while keeping prices in check. But changing diets
may not always be desirable: preferences are an-
chored in religion, caste, and convenience, and
on necessity vis-g-vis midday meals and procure-
ment commitments. Rather than a diet-first stra-
tegy, then, new standards can cut harmful in-
puts, fiscal measures can make minimally
processed foods cheaper, and procurement can
normalise regionally familiar, more affordable
dishes. Even then, supply-side reform is essential
to overcome water stress, degraded soils, and fos-
sil fuel dependence in cold chains and process-
ing. India alse needs to move away from implicit,
open-ended incentives to extract groundwater.
Finally, the Commission identifies market con-
centration, weak incentives for preventing labour
and ecological harm, and undue corporate in-
fluence as factors that could stall change. Justice
on the other hand demands stronger collective
bargaining by workers and small producers and
consumer representation in regulatory process-
es. These safeguards are partial at best today and
need to become guaranteed in practice. ‘
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Concentrations of greenhouse gases grew to new record
highs in the past year, the UN said. ap

2025 to be among
top three warmest
years on record: UN

Agence France-'resse
GENEVA

An alarming streak of exceptional temperatures is
continuing, with 2025 set to be among the hottest
years ever recorded, the United Nations said
Thursday, insisting though that the trend could
still be reversed.

While this year will not surpass 2024 as the hot-
test ever recorded, it will rank second or third, the
UN’s weather and climate agency said, capping
more than a decade of unprecedented heat.

Meanwhile, concentrations of greenhouse gas-
es grew to nnew record highs, locking in more heat
for the future, the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion warned in a report released ahead of next
week’s COP30 UN climate summit in Brazil.

Together, the developments make “it clear that
it will be virtually impossible to limit global warm-
ing to 1.5°C in the next few years without tempora-
rily overshooting this target,” WMO chief Celeste
Saulo said in a statement.

Ms. Saulo insisted that while the situation was
dire, “the science is equally clear that it’s still en-
tirely possible and essential to bring temperatures
back down to 1.5°C by the end of the century”.

But the world remains far off track.

Already, the years between 2015 and 2025 will
individually have been the warmest since obser-
vations began 176 years ago, WMO said.

And 2023, 2024 and 2025 figure at the very top
of that ranking.
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s India's wealth gap stretches to levels

unseen since Independence and

technology races ahead of policy, we

find ourselves hurtling toward a
collision of crises, job-shedding automation, gig
economy precarity, climate-driven displacement
and a mental health time bomb fed by chronic
insecurity. At this moment, ideas such as
universal basic income (UBI), once dismissed as
utopian, deserve a fresh, pragmatic look. A UBI
can cushion mass unemployment, restoring
consumer demand when machines outnumber
workers, rewarding unpaid care that props up the
formal economy, and rebuilding a social contract
frayed by pandemics and capitalism alike. In
India, where welfare systems are often plagued
by inefficiencies, exclusions and complex
eligibility filters, a UBI offers a radical yet simple
propuosition: a periodic, unconditional cash
transfer to every citizen, irrespective of income or
employment status. Re-examining it is no longer
an academic indulgence. Tt is an urgent policy
imperative. By embedding dignity, autonomy and
simplicity into its design, a UBI challenges us to
rethink what a welfare state ought to provide in
the 21st century.

Universality is the primary strength of a UBL
Where Bismarckian and Beveridgean models peg
security to past employment or bureaucratic
proof of hardship, a UBI anchors it in citizenship
alone, transforming social protection into a
streamlined, rights-based pipeline that is resilient
to automation shocks, climate emergencies and
the invisible labour of care. Tt bypasses the
administrative complexities of targeted welfare
and removes the stigma associated with
poverty-based entitlements. It aims to create a
basic floor of income security for all, ensuring
that no one is left behind due to bureaucratic
lapses or conditional access.

The argument for a UBL in India

India's current welfare landscape, though
expansive, remains fragmented and uneven.
Schemes suffer from leakage, duplication, and
exclusion. A UBI offers a way to streamline
welfare delivery, particularly as digital
infrastructure, such as Aadhaar and Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) platforms, matures. But
the argument for a UBL is not just administrative;
it is fundamentally moral and economic.

The macro numbers flatter us. Earlier this
year, the Press Information Bureau (PIB) claimed
that India ranks fourth globally in income
equality, citing the consumption-based Gini
index. However, this measure focuses on
household expenditure, not income or wealth,
and thus masks the true extent of economic
imequality. According to the World Inequality
Database, India’s wealth inequality Gini stood at
75 in 2023. The top 1% of the population owns
40% of the national wealth, while the top 10%
controls nearly 77%. These figures suggest a level
of concentration unseen since colonial times.

Al the same time, [ndia’s GDP growth - 8.4% in
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20123-24 - has failed to translate into broad-based
prosperity. Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz has long
argued that GDF, while measuring economic
output, does not account for the quality of life,
environmental sustainability or eguity. This
disconnect is underscored by India’s ranking of
126 out of 137 countries in the 2023 World
Happiness Report — behind Nepal, Bangladesh,
and Pakistan. GDP-centric narratives obscure
rising precarity, job insecurity and social stress.

A modest, unconditional deposit, landing in
every Jan Dhan account without forms or favours,
means that a gig-worker can buy vegetables even
when the app is quiet and a rickshaw driver’s
child can start the school term with new shoes.
S0, a UBI chips away at extreme concentration,
reduces the lure of one-oft freebies, and anchors
growth in every kitchen rather than just in
guarterly spreadsheets.

Pilot studies within India, including the Self
Employed Women's Association (SEWA)-ed
initiative in Madhya Pradesh (2011-13), found that
UBI recipients experienced better nutrition,
increased school attendance, and higher
earnings. International trials in Finland, Kenya
and lran showed similar results, with improved
mental health and food security, without
reducing willingness to work.

Automation and artificial intelligence add
urgency to the case for a UBL According to a
McKinsey Global Institute report, up to 800
million jobs worldwide could be displaced by
2030 due to automation. India’s semi-skilled and
informal workforce is especially vulnerable. A
UBI can provide a buffer during this transition,
allowing time for upskilling and repositioning in
the labour market.

It will rework the citi state relationshi
The philosophical case for a UBLis equally
compelling. For decades, the relationship
between the citizen and the state has been largely
transactional, defined by market participation
and economic contribution, A UBI offers a
structural antidote to the very populist,
consumer-as-voter politics Shruti Kapila critiques.
It removes the political incentive to dangle ad hoc
freebies, free power here, a loan-waiver there,
that parties deploy to manufacture short-term
allegiance, When income security is decoupled
from partisan largesse, voters are less hostage to
transactional giveaways and more empowered to

judge governments on systemic outcomes:

quality of schools, rule of law, and ecological
stewardship. In this sense, a UBI shifts the
relationship from consumerism (“Vote me in, get
subsidised units of electricity™) back to
citizenship (“You already possess a basic
economic right; now demand good governance™).
It replaces the politics of paternal patronage with
a rights-based social contract, undercutting
populist schemes that thrive on scarcity, targeted
subsidies and moral grandstanding.

Worries that a basic income cheque would
make everyday prices explode do not match how

ace a UBI in the centre

people live where such cheques already exist. Big
inflations, Weimar and Zimbabwe happened
when factories shut and debts were owed in
toreign money, not because ordinary people got a
little extra spending money. Fund a UBI
responsibly, keep the shelves stocked, and it
becomes a cushion against hardship, not a spark
for price hikes. Rather than dismiss a UBI as
fiscally unviable or politically risky, we must
engage with it seriously, as a tool to reduce
poverty, mitigate inequality, and strengthen
democratic citizenship.

It is important to recognise that a UBLis nota
panacea. It will not by itself create jobs, fix public
health systems or transform education outcomes.
But it can serve as a base — providing a minimum
level of economic security upon which
individuals can build lives of agency and
aspiration, It also recognises and supports unpaid
labour, especially the care work undertaken
predominantly by women, which remains
invisible in traditional economic metrics. A UBI is
not about promoting dependency; it is about
expanding opportunity.

Some issues such as funding

Despite its promise, a UBI raises legitimate
concerns. A minimal UBl of 37,620 4 person a
year — equivalent to the poverty line — would cost
around 5% of India’s GDP. Funding such an
initiative would require either raising taxes,
rationalising subsidies, or increasing horrowing,
each of which has its economic implications.
Moreover, a UBI's universality could dilute its
redistributive intent by allocating resources to
affluent sections alongside the poor.

A practical way forward would be to introduce
a UBl in phases. Vulnerable groups — women, the
elderly, persons with disabilities and low-income
workers — could be prioritised. This targeted
rollout would allow for evaluation and
infrastructure building before full-scale
implementation. A UBI could also complement,
rather than replace, essential schemes such as
the Public Distribution System and the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act, particularly in the early stages.

Another key challenge is technological access.
While Aadhaar and Jan Dhan have expanded
financial inclusion, gaps remain in digital literacy,
maobile access and bank connectivity particularly
in tribal, remote, and underserved areas. These
gaps must be closed to prevent exclusion from a
scheme intended to be universal,

As the Indian state seeks to modernise its
welfare architecture, a UBI deserves a central
place in the conversation. History suggests that
India will revigit the question sooner than we
think. The calculus is no longer ‘Can we afford
UBI?’ but ‘Can we afford the democratic cost of
mass insecurity’? Universality, not means-testing,
is the architecture fit for a 21st-century welfare
state.

e views expressed are personal
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