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Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

xpressing concern
over the “disturbing
increase” in dog-

bite incidents across the
country, the Supreme
Court on Friday directed
all the States and the Union
Territories to “forthwith™
remove stray dogs from
educational  institutions,
hospitals, sports complex-
es, bus stands and depots,
and railway stations, and
relocate them “to a desig:
nated shelter”. The dogs
have to be sterilised and
vaccinated in accordance
with the Animal Birth Con-
trol (ABC) Rules, 2023 be-
fore relocation.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath, Sandeep Mehta,
and N jaria directed
that stray canines removed
from such premises shall
not be released back into
the same locality. “We
have consciously directed
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Court orders the neutering and vaccination of
dogs before relocation to a designated shelter

Animals removed from public places must not
be released back into the same locality, it adds

Time to act: The Supreme Court Bench directed all government and private hospitals to maintain a
constant stock of anti-rabies vaccines, on Friday. B VELANKANNI RAJ

the non-release of such
stray dogs to the same loca-
tion from which they were
picked up, as permitting
the same would frustrate
the very effect of the direc-
tions issued to liberate
such institutional areas
from the presence of stray
dogs,” the Bench said.

The directions were is-

sued in the suo motu pro-
ceedings aimed at framing
a national framework for
stray dog management and
ensuring compliance with
existing regulations.
Placing the responsibili-
ty of implementation on
local bodies, the court di-
rected the respective mun-
icipal authorities to ensure

the immediate removal of
stray dogs and to submit
compliance reports within
eight weeks, detailing the
remedial measures under-
taken to secure adherence
to the court’s directions.
Also, the Bench acknow-
ledged that accidents in-
volving cattle and stray ani-
mals on  roads  have

become “alarmingly fre-
quent”. It directed the Na-
tional Highways Authority
of India, and transport and
municipal authorities to
ensure the removal of cat-
tle and other stray animals
from the highways. The
matter will be taken up
again on January 13, 2026,

All local self-govern-
ment institutions have
been directed to ensure
that the premises of such
establishments are proper-
ly secured with fencing,
boundary walls, and gates
to prevent the ingress of
stray animals.

Survey to follow
This will be preceded by a
survey conducted by State
governments, to be com-
pleted within two weeks,
identifying all government
and private educational in-
stitutions from where stray
canines have to be re-
moved.

The Bench also mandat-

2023 & 1.8 RIS U HASG il & Pled &I Ga1 &l ol 39 Te, - TTaoi-ds JR& 3R
fear B, Foresy gy o1 fed=on (el fam, 2023 & e ki sarems A o @, o FAshd gl &1 9o gd
AP B a0 Ble $I AN il § 1

ed that each institution de-
signate a nodal officer for
upkeep and surveillance of
each such premise. It has
also ordered the conduct
of regular inspections at
least once every three
months, to ensure that no
stray canines exist within
or in the immediate vicini-
ty of such institutions.

“Any lapse in this regard
shall be viewed seriously,
and responsibility shall be
fixed upon the concerned
officials/administrative
autharities,” the Bench
cautioned.

The Bench on Friday al-
50 took on record the re-
port filed by senior advo-
cate Gaurav Agrawal, who
is assisting the Bench as
amicus curiae. Mr. Agrawal
had flagged “several grave
deficiencies and shortcom-
ings” in the implementa-
tion of the court's earlier
directions,  particularly
with respect to compliance
with its August 22 order

Remove stray dogs from public places, says SC

The court also ordered the removal of cattle
from highways to reduce frequent accidents

permitting the release of|
sterilised dogs back into
their localities in accor-
dance with the ABC Rules,
except in cases involving
rabid or aggressive ani-
mals.

The Bench further di-
rected that all government
and private hospitals main-
tain a constant stock of an-
ti-rabies vaccines. It also
mandated the adoption of
effective  waste-manage-
ment systems to eliminate
food sources that attract
stray animals.

Additionally, the Animal
Welfare Board of India,
which is a party to the pro-
ceedings, was instructed to
frame comprehensive
Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) for the pre-
vention of dog bites and
the management of stray
dogs. These SOPs, the
court said, must be un-
iformly implemented
across all States and Union
Territories,
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: URd | SATIRT $dl & et & 9 W o ey & giferdr e & ded o, Fafafed sy R far
Fifore:
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STiE U § @ PH-91/A 98 /82
(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

() Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
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No one in the country believes it was
pilot’s fault: SC on Al Dreamliner crash

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day orally observed that no
fault could be ascribed to
the pilot who was com-
manding the Air India Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner that
crashed shortly after take-
off from Ahmedabad on
June 12, claiming over 250
lives, and clarified that no
official report had held the
cockpit crew responsible
for the tragedy.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi said it was even willing
to record this position for-
mally as it took up for hear-
ing a petition filed by Push-
kar Raj Sabharwal, father
of the late Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal, seeking a judi-
cially monitored investiga-
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Flight wreck: The Air India Boeing 787 Dreamliner that crashed on

June 12, claiming more than 250 lives in Ahmedabad. viJAY SONEJI

tion into the crash.
Appearing for the peti-
tioner, senior advocate Go-
pal Sankaranarayanan con-
tended that the
preliminary findings of the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) were
“biased and incomplete”
and appeared to attribute

the cause of the crash to pi-
lot error while overlooking
possible technical and sys-
temic failures that warrant-
ed an independent probe.
Citing Rule 12 of the Air-
craft (Investigation of Acci-
dents and Incidents) Rules,
2017, Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan argued that the Centre

was mandated to institute
a formal investigation into
the crash. “That has not
been done. What we have
instead is a preliminary in-
vestigation under Rule 9,”
he submitted.

Allaying the petitioner’s
concerns that his son was
being unfairly blamed, the
Bench said, “This is an ex-
tremely unfortunate acci-
dent. But you should not
carry the burden that your
son is being blamed. We
can always clarify that no-
body, and especially the pi-
lot, can be blamed for the
tragedy.”

The Bench further not-
ed that the preliminary re-
port drew no adverse infe-
rence against the pilot.
“There is no insinuation
against the pilot at all...,”
Justice Bagchi remarked.

o SMEHTEIE §ATE 32 Y ISM XA & QX 916 TR SF31 SIHarsR (@IS 787) & §@G gel & URUTHEEY
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SC to hear appeals challenging Tegality

of special revision of rolls on Tuesday

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day urgently listed on No-
vember 11 detailed argu-
ments addressing the very
legality of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls.

The Election Commis-
sion kicked off the exercise
in Bihar on June 24 ahead
of the ongoing State As-
sembly polls and, in the se-
cond phase, has planned
to cover 51 crore voters in
12 States and Union Terri-
tories, including Tamil Na-
du, West Bengal, Kerala
and Puducherry.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi fixed the case for 11.15
a.m. on November 11 after
advocates Prashant Bhush-

Contested exercise: Booth Level Officers distribute enumeration
forms to voters as part of the SIR in West Bengal. PTi

an and Neha Rathi made
an oral mentioning. The
SIR case had been listed
earlier on November 4.

However, the two judges
could not take it up on No-
vember 4 as they were part
of a Constitution Bench
hearing another case on
that day.

Simultaneously, a sepa-
rate mentioning was made
in the morning before a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai by
advocate Vivek Singh ap-
pearing for Tamil Nadu’s
ruling party Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK),
which has also challenged

the SIR’s constitutionality.

The Chief Justice told
Mr. Singh that the case
would be listed for hearing
on November 11. It is highly
likely that the DMK peti-
tion, which is a fresh one,
would also come up before
Justice Kant’s Bench, along
with the other pending pe-
titions in the case.

‘De facto NRC’

The DMK, also represented
by senior advocates N.R.
Elango and Amit Anand Ti-
wari, has described the SIR
as a thinly-disguised, de
facto National Register of
Citizens (NRC) set to disen-
franchise lakhs of voters
and disrupt free and fair
elections, and democracy
in the country, which are
part of the basic structure
of the Constitution.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Uy : URd gl manT $wiams) grT g1a g1 § fPu v ARy 8= Jeneq (THSME3IR) 3 & e #,
frafafad sy w far #ifse:

1. THIMESR BT I §U TR & USRS T1eqq J Haeldl Gt Bl TAd 3R e BT 8|
2. THMTESMR SHUfafferqa sififem, 1951 & uraymi & dgd far orar g1
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(a) Had 1 3R 3

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

(c) Pad 1 3R 2

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3TR: A)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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‘You cannot ¢

senfranchise m

lions

and say you are governing by consent’

Deposed Bangladesh PM says she is sceptical of the elections promised by the Yunus government; she promises a peaceful campaign and hopes the

govt. will lift the ban on the Awami League, adding that Bangladesh-Pakistan ties should not be in disregard of ‘most important relationship’ with India

INTERVIEW
Sheikh Hasina

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

angladesh’s  de-
Bposed Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasi-

na has spent the past 15
months in exile in India
having fled her country on
August 5, 2024. In this
emailed interview, she
speaks about the 2026
election, the trial in Ban-
gladesh’s  International
Crimes Tribunal, and the
anti-uprising crackdown.
Edited excerpts:

Do you think you could
have dealt with the
uprising differently?

Our security personnel on
the ground were respond-
ing to fast-changing and
violent circumstances. Mis-
takes were certainly made
in the way some members
of the security forces res-
ponded to the violence,
but the decisions made by
senior government officials
were proportionate in na-

PEE

ture, made in good faith
and intended to minimise
the loss of life.

Do you think the
interim government
will hold the polls in
February 2026 as
announced?

In 15 months of rule, the
Yunus government has not
held an election, despite
calls from every corner of
society and the interna-
tional community. Iam not
confident that the Febru-
ary elections will go ahead.
Even if the elections take
place, they will not be legi-
timate if the Awami League
remains banned from tak-
ing part. We are supported
by tens of millions of Ban-
gladeshis. You cannot dis-
enfranchise millions of pe-
ople and then claim you
are governing by consent.

What are your plans if
the ICT gives you a
death sentence?

A guilty verdict is pre-de-
termined, and [ will not be
surprised when it comes.
But the ICT is a sham tribu-
nal controlled by my politi-
cal enemies, who are in-

tent on destroying the
Awami League as a politi-
cal force. The call for a
death sentence serves the
same murderous aim.

Tam not afraid to defend
myself and my record in a
fair and impartial court of
law. That is why T have re-
peatedly challenged the
Yunus regime to bring
these charges before the
1CC (International Criminal
Court in The Hague). He
won't do so, because there
is no genuine evidence to
support charges of crimes
against humanity and he
knows the ICC would ac-
quit me. He also knows
that the ICC would investi-
gate the list of extra-judi-
cial abuses against reli-

gious  minorities  and
Awami League members
that have happened under
his rule.

In arecent interview

you called on Awami

League supporters to
boycott the polls.

1 have not called for a boy-
cott. The point I was mak-
ing was that millions of
Awami League voters will
not vote at all if they are de-
nied the chance to support
their preferred choice.
This is simply an observa-
tion of the way Bangla-
deshi voters have tended
to behave in previous elec-
tions when their party was
not running. Bangladeshi

voters are not interested in
supporting second-choice
candidates. And why
should they? They deserve
the opportunity to vote for
politicians of their own
choosing, rather than can-
didates foisted on them by
the interim government.
We believe that the ban
on the Awami League is da-
maging for all parties, as
well as bad for the country,
because it delegitimises go-

% vernment and governance

in our country. We still
hope that common sense
may prevail and that this
ban will be lifted. Whatev-
er happens, our campaign
will be peaceful. The last
thing Bangladesh needs is
yet more violent upheaval.

Why do you think the
interim government has
brought the July Charter
and what is the aim of
the planned
referendum on the
charter?

Bangladesh already has a
Constitution, which has
served it well for over 50
years. The country does
not want or need a new
charter. The charter does
not reflect the voices of the

people of Bangladesh. | am
sceptical that the referen-
dum will be democratic in
nature.

Do you approve of the
interim government

Of course, it makes sense
to have a constructive rela-
tionship with Pakistan. But
it must be measured and
balanced, rather than pur-
sued at headlong speed
and with total disregard for
our most important rela-
tionship, which is and al-
ways will be our relation-
ship with India.

Did you resign before
leaving and if yes, then
did you submit your
resignation letter to
anyone in Dhaka?

1did not resign. I do not re-
cognise, and have never re-
cognised, the legitimacy of
Dr. Yunus's so-called inte-
rim administration, which
exists outside our constitu-
tion and has never been
elected.

(Full interview at
newsth.live/hasina)
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(A) Had 1 3R 2

(B) Pad 2 3R 3

(C) Pad 1 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3
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A wider SIR has momentum

he Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
T electoral rolls has now rolled into another

batch of States and Union Territories after
creating a new electoral roll in Bihar, a State
which is now in the midst of its elections. The
Election Commission of India (ECD)-ordered SIR
in nine States and three Union Territories, as part
of a staggered pan-India exercise, began on
November 4, 2025, Being held in Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat
and the Union Territories of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Puducherry,
this phase includes some States which go to the
polls next year, but excludes Assam (also
poll-going), where issues of citizenship are on a
different legal track.

The post-enumeration draft roll will be
released on December 9, while the final roll will
be released on February 7, 2026. This is only the
ninth SIR in India’s 75-vear-old electoral history
and the first one after 21 years. In June 2025, the
ECI had decided to commence intensive revision
‘in the entire country’, also confirming that the
schedule for all States ‘shall be issued separately’
after dealing with the immediate demands of
Bihar. The ECI has ordered the respective
governments to provide the workforce for SIR
operations and not shift any officials connected
with SIR work.

No one size fits all

Under this STR, 51 crore electors will be brought
under intensive review — more than half the
country’s total electorate, spreading over 321
districts and 1,843 Assembly constituencies. It
will involve 5.33 lakh polling stations and an
equal number of Booth Level Officers (BLOs) and
over 7.64 lakh booth level agents of political
parties — a number which should see an upsurge
as parties would be keen to safeguard their
interests.

No two elections in India’s long history of 18
national and over 400 Assembly elections were
the same. This applies equally to the SIR in terms
of upcoming challenges. The current ruling
dispensations in Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
taken a dim view of the SIR. The responses from
West Bengal, with 7.7 crore electors, have been
more combative; it is also a State with a large
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number of constituencies bordering Bangladesh,
where the issues of infiltration and citizenship are
in focus, Uttar Pradesh, with 15.44 crore electors,
and social complexities will not be a cakewalk
either. The burden of migrations that electoral
roll managers faced in Bihar does not hold true in
other States. The efficiency of past summary
revisions could differ from State to State,
determining the quantum of the task, A statutory
process such as a SIR has a certain
uncompromising standardisation, but procedures
may still require local customisation.

A friendlier template

Bihar was a tough assignment being the first SIR
exercise after two decades, and which saw
protests and doubts. The foundational lines have
been drawn now. Article 326 of the Constitution
that defines an elector is getting highlighted as an
equal truth as Article 324 in running elections. A
SIR is legitimate but genuine electors need to be
facilitated using a time frame that is adequate.

Transparency levels should satisfy citizen and
political party. The clear order from the ECI, that
“No document is to be collected from electors
during the Enumeration Phase”, should be a
respite for millions of ordinary voters who are
apprehensive the moment the word ‘document’
is mentioned. The draft roll will include all those
whose signed enumeration forms, further
rationalised and partly pre-filled, are received,

Only those electors whose names could not he
matched/linked with previous SIR will be notified
and heard before the registration official who
decides on either inclusion or exclusion. Three
visits to the house of each elector by the BLO is
reassuring. The familiar Form 6 for new
enrolment, Form 7 for deletion and Form 8 for
correction will remain in place. Critics of the SIR
have reasons to be satished with the
modifications they could orchestrate; they should
walk the next steps without grudge or imaginary
fear.

Electoral roll management, largely a technical
exercise, becomes cluttered when it becomes an
echo chamber for issues such as infiltration or
disenfranchisement that are hyped. The SIR is
essentially a clean up exercise. The pan-India
picture will hopefully not cause any shock this
time. The bulk of exclusion will always come from

but it is still a test case

death, absence, shifting or duplication. The SIR
method is different but complementary to the
ECI's innovative efforts in a mobilisation of voters
for registration and turnout in recent years. Voter
turnout in the first phase of the Bihar election has
proved this. The Supreme Court of India and
other stakeholders have been concerned that the
right of any voter should not be denied while
trimming the flab. Under the SIR, BLOs have heen
specially directed to have at least 30 blank forms
to facilitate the enrolment of new voters.

An issue past debate

The SIR is a fait accompli and is past debate. An
electoral roll that has been intensely revised is
now a reality right up to polling day and the
polling compartment. Political parties have
changed their tune. From the ‘Stop SIR' call,
political parties are moving to make the best out
of the exercise, even if they maintain their
idenlogical opposition to it and still explore legal
remedies. If parties in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
West Bengal have genuine fears about the
exclusion of eligible people even as they go ahead
with poll preparation, they need to act. They
need to participate in the implementation of the
SIR and make use of the decentralised structure
of checks and balances and grievance mitigation,

More than the Supreme Court’s sanction of the
legitimacy of the SIR process, it is the ‘zero
appeals’ in the Bihar process and held-level
collaboration seen by party functionaries
(notwithstanding political statements at the top)
which will make election managers feel more
confident in taking the SIR forward. When asked
about possible resistance from States such as
West Bengal, the Chief Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, pointed to the architecture of
constitutional roles and duties and hoped for its
seamless working.

While the fundamentals of the SIR have been
validated, there will be hurdles in the execution
in scale. Tt is here that the ECI will need to show
skill and empathy. The ECI's legacy of
competence demands that it should worlk
continuously to uphold the trust of voters. It won
the trial in Bihar and the new pan-India SIR will
be another test case.

The views expressed are personal
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