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IUHIT I JaHidh (S1SHTS) GRT ATH TS YR Bt Gl

TP AR T8 8, &l SHast 2012 # Wdfiems 4@ar 3= 811 & 916 4 I $H R
T WHR 3THT 97 Siewdt a0 # Heldl, rgPpd AR YUTE iR Iferdl, wal,
A R 9T S W yerdf &t it & fRtae 1 Wt 8

Ig UehH U8 IHT | g3 § o9 SRates R Aif fufar gwg fRrar & v
?‘eh‘mgdmgmﬁ%igﬁm B & oI ERwIfd & T IR IRIS! ¥ FoRk 39 B
|

g fig

. m Frdtems): 0.25% @fdeie )1
. 9T GErEpiia: agar 2025 § -3.7% (Ridax | -1.4%) &
Wf%ﬁes‘
o fRTEE & yg@ aa®:
Gﬂ@é’ra@rﬁaﬁ?ﬂwqﬁnﬁﬁwm|
IHA HTUR YHTT (3fdgaR 2024 T I 9.7% GaIDIfd & Iy

da-m|
o e, e, 38, e, 3T, Td, URaE 3R YR o ol &
fRTee

o 3TANT GERWIfA: Fev 3% (Uod av 2.8% /) B T
o fafay goft: 5.7% 9% 3¢ 1T, S = Va1 AFTG B AT B

wfas ggyfar
G GRIEDITe T §?
o SUHIH I JIHIH (HHISHTS) BT SUFRT HIb AT 14T B, S ORI gRI
JULNT BT S aTelt avgatt 3R Jareft &t Sigal § uRad &1 ¢ a3l

o WiSIH! 3R BRIHH BRI AT (MoSPl) & dEd IIPTA JiRSAD!
HATT (NSO) §RT WIS ¥U A WY forar Srar 3|

HRA # eI Yadid] & UR:

PERWIT 3fageR 2025 T 0.25% & Vg fHad TR

Retail inflation hits
a historic low of
0.25% in October

CA. v
MEW DELHL

Retail inflation fell to a his-
toric low of 0.25% in Oc-
tober, with the govern-
ment attributing this fall w
the first full month's im-
pact of GST rate cuts, a fa
vourable base effect, and
drop in inflation of several
food items such as vegeta-
bles and fruits.

According to the govern-
ment, this is the Jowest rate
of inflation measured in
the current series of the
Consumer Price Index.

That is, it is the lowest
rate of inflation since Janu-
ary 202, The data reveal
that the fall in overall infla-
tion is largely due to the
statistical impact of the
base  effect  on food
inflation.

The data show that the
food and beverages catego-
Iy saw prices contract 3.7%
in October 2025, following
upon a contraction of 1L4%
in September.

“The decline in hea-
dline inflation and foed in-
flation during the month of
October 2025 is mainly at-
tributed to the full month's
impact of decline in Goods
and Service Tax [rates], fa-
vourable base effect and o
drop in inflation of oils and
fats, vegetables, fruits, egg,

footwear, cereals and pro-
ducts, ransport and com-
munication, ete.,” the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and
Programme  [mplementa-
tion said.

Statistical base effect
According to economists,
this dedline is however due
Lo a statistical base effect
rather than an actual fall in
prices. That is, because
food inflation in the same
month of last vear was
9,7%, the change in prices
this October looks relative-
ly better.

Inflation in the housing
category, too, accelerated
Lo 3% in October 2025 from
2.8% in October 2024,

The clothing and foot-
wear category was one of
the few other than food
that saw inflation easing in
October, to 1L.7% from 2.7%
in October last vear, likely
on account of the GST rate
cuts. The pan, tobaceo,
and other ingoxicants cate-
gory saw inflation quicken
to 2.9% in October 2025
from 2.5% in the same
month last year.

The miscellaneous cate-
gory, which captures all
other items not included in
the major sub-groups, saw
inflation accelerate to 5.7%
in October 2025 versus
4,3% in October last year.

Record low

The chart show:

s
10

Infiation

| prige inflation |
Cansumer Price Index, from Jar.Jal'\'

"y

f, measured by the
L2 to October 2025

Jan, 2012
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. dtens (@ge) - I Y1
al. aﬁaﬁ%a&rﬁ%mﬁtﬁaﬁ‘(ﬁd’tsﬂé arra‘sm;)l
. Ty wergRl & forg widtens @Rdtans-wee |
IR. NP Yod AP TP (STUISTS) - Peh TR W T URkacd= & 419 g
e ifa ok gerewifa agdtaorn:
o RBI A, 1934 (=NAT 2016) F dgd, Hifgw Hifa F¥fa (MPC) BT CPI GERWIA BT 4% + 2% R T@H
PT SAfUPR B

o 2% Y A TR GERwIf A § Tt 3R GHIAT Srumifae et garal &1 Jdhd ¢ TPt 8|
SITYUTR YHTd:
o U GifSTety g1 oel lUed 9 § U 3= (@1 1Y) JERwITd &R adAM garbifa AT &1 awifdd st 81
. W@mwzﬁ MU THTE T Helerdl & b AR o foams et & aiifep fUwat a1t 1 it gl @ & wga
|
e fAfgard
giferéla:
o JUHIET: T HISH 3R TS TGt J TH I3
o IR uiferelt W: ofe $F erwifa s+t Bl € o Aifge qgordr o sgafd & gt B
o BT EEH: W 3R IRD! W GfeqS! BT a5l HH BT

friarait:

STYR YHTT FAI=Ur: 3 GErmifa Qifkegeid 8, St 161 {5 arafass &l

yreftor SrferavyT: e THT I Wi SHIAd H SHOBIfd fHam @) 3 &) T ugan 9l ol
PR gErwifa @R-@re, R-Eem): onft ot 5% ¥ FW, siafifed Heg HoRdT R @1 B

faer fie: ereel-ol gERwifa HAGR 1777 R G&d Wud ») ufafdfad &% gadt 21

HYP deH

o URAH SMYfd T FauM, dfye Toy 3R HHITSE B Bl H SAR-TeId & HRUI HETART & §Te GERP I &b
T A IAR-TISE ST/ T B

e RBI A T GaRITd &I AT o3 & e daft g & a1 2024 H &R 3fS &1 Ak feam ot

o GaAM Repls HH RIS STl 8 bt 8, SMUR YU & Bid IS+ & dIc HeHH Yderd bt 3Hg gl
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AEER 2025 H 0.25% B RIS FH QT I CRICKS T el fo a8 el
Wmmmﬁmﬁﬁimﬁﬁwwmwaﬁﬁw%wmmm?ﬁ%%ﬁﬂhﬁﬁw
A =1 A1eU o H0 gerwifa ardivr e a1 fRUR 9 § aedia 9 811 YR 3t 31 1fd &) a91e va=
& foIe ues dgford eI, fawr Tiaie & a1y ged fRRAr &1 WaieH Agayyl g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Y: YRd W GerT garwbifa & wgd #, fFufrf@a sy «? fiar sk
1. 38 e Yoo aH1d (WPI) BT SUTINT B AT STl g |
2. 3H WRY GRT IUHNT BT ST aTeht a5y 3R Jard <t wferet g1

3. U8 YiR3Teh! 3R BRIGH BRI HATT (MoSPI) §RT HIR® =0 I SR} foedr ST 8|
SUYed YA | | I A1 981 87

A. BT 1 3R 2

B. dd 2 3R 3

C.%ad 1 3R 3

D.1,2 3R 3

I b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: HRd H 81 ol H R
RGN (150 Tsg)
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8T BRA SIIPRT (TSiie]) = IR YR PR BT Fe ¥ fed & [ a8 QR TR, HHYR <51, BagqR SR SHu™
& &l o YR u1g Wgwur ¥ wIfad eft Farii ot uga SR RN qOR $X | I8 gl Sifie Sy St ¥
%%S,WW%dHS%W«M 3R HFRAM! gRT, TR 377 &  1STat UGNl 3R Fraoies Wy ST
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High levels of chromium, mercury in residents;
NGT directs UP. govt. to map aftected people

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed the
Uttar Pradesh government
to map the total number of
people affected by heavy
metal contamination, par-
ticularly chromium and
mercury, in Kanpur Nagar,
Kanpur, Fatehpur, and
nearby areas of the State.
The Principal Bench of
the NGT, comprising chair-
person Prakash Shrivasta-
va and expert member
Afroz Ahmad, gave the or-
der in a matter related to
factories dumping chromi-
um in Rania, Kanpur De-
hat, Rakhi Mandi, Kanpur
Nagar, and nearby areas
which has resulted in con-
tamination of groundwa-
ter, depriving local people
access to drinking water.
“The above chart re-

Heaquf a2

The NGT gave the orderin a
matter related to factories
dumping chromium in some
areas, resulting in contamination
of groundwater. FILE PHOTO

flects that in high percen-
tage of persons presence of
Chromium above standard
level has been detected
and even persons with
Mercury above standard
level have been found

(sic),” stated the order dat-
ed November 7.

As per the chart men-
tioned in the order, 95.7%
of the 514 people tested in
Kanpur Nagar had chromi-
um above the standard le-
vel in their blood samples,
and the figure stood at
71.9% for Kanpur Dehat
(214 people tested) and
85.96% for Fatehpur (171
people tested).

“The State authorities,
especially the Chief Secre-
tary, Uttar Pradesh, and
Secretary, Health, Govt. of
U.P. are directed to provide
a timeline within two
weeks in respect of the
steps that will be taken by
the State authorities to
complete the process of
mapping the entire area
and find out the affected
villages/ULBs [urban local
bodies]/districts,” the or-
der said.

“They will also disclose
the approximate number
of the affected persons, the
medical facilities available
at the District/ULB/Village
level including the health
centers, doctors, paramed-
ical staff available in those
health centres, the facili-
ties available in those
health centres and the
nearby labs and distance
from that lab for carrying
out the blood and other
sample analysis,” the order
stated.

“The mapping will in-
clude food chain contami-
nation, surface water and
groundwater contamina-
tion, and air contamina-
tion analysis. The timeline
will also be given for fully
implementing the 22 re-
commendations which
have been noted in the or-
der dated 01.07.2025,” the
order said.

o JUITAd &F: AT (HFYR GBT), ITW et (GMYR TR), BAagyR SR SN & &7
o TUGEIM TU Ag¥d: gaIIaaic SIH (Cre*) 3R URT (Hg) - G i STgeial YR ey

° W&ﬂ@m

o HMER TR: 9id fhU MY 514 AT T F 95.7% T HIIH BT WR A I 3® o7
o HIFYR BTA: 71.9% (214 T&ON & J) |
TAagqR: 85.9% (171 ¢x¢ & ) |

. Gﬁﬁ.t&éﬁzmmqﬁ

BT ARG (e8] 3R ST, BRI 3gHS ([AVY =) |
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o Waﬁﬁ%ﬂ
Tt guTfaa &t ok cafdaal ot gt At

W §fATdl e (Sldel, TIRTRITETSH, W dhgl) R fdaror ver o |

T SRIQT, el ofd 3R Ty HgwuT fa=ayur e & |

22 ITARTAD FABIND BT AR B B 7T THIHHT STH B (U BT MR & 1 JTs, 2025) |

O O O O

wifos ggyfa
NGT & dR H:

. R T dHRur ifefaH, 2010 & d8d 2010 T R |
. - TTaROT TREUT 3R a1 SR TIehicids el & WR&0T Y Waerd ATHa! o1 THTd SR @fd fuem gffaa
HRAT
. i
o TITERUN ¥ Yafdrd ST PRI ot ] el 3|
o UGyl 3R gatarufiy eifa & difsal & fore g iR Gaitae UgH &1 |
o Udfad amd SR Fad faer & Righal @sfaard Rigid sk ugye Yram Righa) g1 AdRm|

I 3R URT & aR &:

o IR @dTacie Cré+): ST I § IudT fara S B, Sfaftids SRS, Bhel & $aR, IHd 3R
TS &1 & SR T & AR BT HRU T 5 |

o TURT (TTSH): IARMS 3R IMAHS I & IUART farar orar 8, W gaem § ofd J9g Ham §, oy
RIdrb 3R s PR 81 Bl

o MId: TR, SAR IR, HUST WIS, RS 47|

. qafavgﬁqum ST 3R 2t o1 g FHRall 8, Wl §Raan & o= FHRl 8, HIS, TIeH 3R Taa bl THIfad
AT

e, 3R ffgard
(a) WA THTT

o TS HY IF YUS A EH Q T H HIR, TFHd/IS B faherar, diewt Gadh faeR 3R famm Jaeh v gld 81
o O UGHUl GG B U 3R RS & fo SRERfEd Hidl R HRIT & & oIt AoieR vl |

(b) TATaRT YHTG

o U YT B! 3R SIeitg Sitdl § ofg Yoy et o, o uikfRufass sRiger giar g
o AT IR YT TGUOT 3NNl & § W Hadr 3
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(c) T 3 STaraed!

o g HET I (UGHUl B AHUM 3R gz ififvad, 1974 3R qafaror @Rermn ifAfad, 1986 S wafaRor
HTAl & FHGR Ydc B SR BT ¢ |

o UE WS NS UM TeeH R RAFT Y01 Fa=01 18! &1 fawad & g 8|

o UgY® YTAH RIGid & Ted SrRf-ad- &1 SaRaad|

e HeH 3T IRPR F1 ufafsear
o Pty ugu e S (@ difie) iR o vgwur e S (wadihe) shenfie sfgwarat @t R & fog

RTER 8, At To=ad SiaRTd &1 g3 ]

. gﬁ%awwmﬁﬂﬂwsﬁ?aaﬁwﬁﬁmﬁéawwﬁﬁmﬁmwmﬁwwméﬂ
|

o WY YT YT Pl A FRA BT R THY GiaRoNg WG et &1 AT o) e=hian g1

eIy

JWR U A DA 3R URT YgWUT 1 AT TR TASIC! BT SR TITER0T <1 SR ATdoI-dh Wy TR0 o1 = &
TF HgayUl Hed g1 gIalios, aRafde URad- ok SHr-aa-, Ted Sfieifiie faf ey ok Iiefie Siedhd )R
R BT | g e Ue WY SEIRG & w9 & S e ¢ fob vafarviia Rem Iurdl & famr sifafa sheifiaon
A4 W 3R TS GRaf &l &l ok H STd Iavdl g |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Y W RReAa (Tsid), S 3T 81 | STR UeRT | Hiftay 3R URT HgWUl & W0 g
e @Rt ® o1, Frafafaa 3 @ e siftfeam & qga wirfie fosar mar ar

(A) TafaRoT (TRef0n) ST, 1986

(B) TS Bk SifdauT sififam, 2010

(C) AT (IGHUT FaRUT SR fizrmn) Siftifam, 1981

(D) wia fafaerar siffad, 2002

I : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

wY : U YR T HguUT o TG W
(150 1sT)
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DR - ST e RUTE (ISR) 2026 T THTARITR 72.16% ASHTR &R &A1Y HRITT o4l o S1d JASATR &2 H Ay RIF
TR EHR T SR R 30 Heigd AId Yol SHTYR BT U= fha1 g1 Hadt SR UG, HERTY 3R Hicd A gk e

fpar) R & Ha & fer-gaoh wded iR &g Hiera dardr, foRy 0 3 fiuwrugss, ey Ja1 3R e 8=t
T UBT STe T B
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At 72.16%, Kerala stands

fourth in employability rate

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala has reaffirmed its
strong position in the
country’s employability
landscape by emerging
fourth among the top-per-
forming States in the India
Skills Report 2026. The
State recorded an em-
ployability rate of 72.16% —
only Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, and Karnataka
have better rates.

The State also figures
among the top-10 pre-
ferred States for women
professionals, with the re-
port underlining Kerala’s
gender-inclusive  labour
ecosystem.

The report has been pu-
blished by global educa-
tion and talent solutions

organisation ETS in asso-
ciation with various agen-
cies, including the All India
Council for Technical Edu-
cation, Confederation of
Indian Industry, and the
Association of Indian Un-
iversities.

Job readiness

Nationally, overall em-
ployability has risen to
56.35%, up from 54.81%
last year, with more than
half of India’s graduates
scoring above 60% in the
Global Employability Test
(GET) conducted to com-
pile the report. Kerala fi-
gures prominently in both
State and city-level rank-
ings, reflecting a consistent
rise in job readiness and
sector-specific skill
alignrnent.

Among the top perform-
ing cities, Kochi ranks
fourth, ahead of major me-
tros such as Delhi and Hyd-
erabad, with an average
employability score of
76.56%. The report identi-
fies Tier-2 cities such as Ko-
chi and Lucknow to be
emerging as strong talent
hubs, narrowing the ur-
ban-rural skill gap.

Women’s employability
in the country has seen a
remarkable rise to 54%,
surpassing men (51.5%) for
the first time. Kerala, along
with Uttar Pradesh and Te-
langana, leads this shift by
reporting strong female
participation in banking, fi-
nancial services and insu-
rance sector (BFSI), health
care and  education
sectors.

e sy
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bSid I BT Y&/ SeT
ISR & 72.16% (IS4 H =)
B AR (P A 56.35% (fU@c IV & 54.81% F SW)
RILEIE DI AP TR W 1Y VI W (76.56% ISATR)
afgarst &I ISR &Far 54% (NI & 51.5% ¥ 3H{UP) - Ugell IR

Hdl H AR &l b1 d¢l Xg &7 SUHTTTS, TR @I, fRam
Tfgar URIaR] & forg wxidiar I o 10 H IR

$fEa fRpe RUIE 2026 &1 TYad TU 9§ 510 (TIPI SR Fiad), TSNS, TI3MSans 3R THIRu 3%
e gfaRid (Tandy) gRT dOR faar mar uT| U8 Wied Trargfaferdt e (whad)) # UeeH WR anerid g, S |rdaw!
B ANH BT AR 3R T DI PT e Rl g

wfo® ggyf
ISR 1 82

o IR e it Safad & SIS & YR TR ISR YT B 3R 1Y G- B &1 B Hefid Bl g,
S ISP DI, T MR STEHATRITar W eid gl g1

o TG AR &R Y AT § - AR BT TR P AU &, ARATAD AR BT ST Tal |
$fsan Rpem Rl (sr) Far &
o ST, QAEHICTE, Mg, Ty 3R gureidt e (3R ofd SETH) gR1 T aifiier Tgod Ue|
o TP I HRA ISl H DI P M, AR & TR 3R N 1 AT BT AFRE HAT 5
o T TRAARTAE S (Slisch) P HIEH I A= R H 300,000 ¥ 31fUF BT BT U0 BT 3|
DI [T R TSR e
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oot ggoood
o P PN [GbTH fR (2015) - THIHSIS @ dod SIdl el

o TYFHA P [ABTH T (FTHBAIATS) — SeThIielh BT THIUH |

. ra gfear siftrm - 400 e garsit &) ufXiféa w3 &1 dg 8|

o ATAMR HUG HHARY e AFREU (QUEESTH) WethiH - 47 SR § AiT-3myfd sRiga &1 uredr g
farervor o fifeard
(a) FA & forg

o U8 [0 wu § I e SR dep-iiet Gyl # Aorgy Rrem kiRt o o gxfar 81

o TN THARET 3R I e Yhas Ue Idfed sriad & aRTeH Hd § 1

o PHIf O fRTR-2 TR} BT 7Y el B9 & FY A IHRA F Al R Rt w0 81 77 B
(b) XTETT uikdieq

o AR &l & THY IS (54.81% W 56.35%) & 3R ITNT & o TR TGO BT Hahd Gat 5l

o IEIP, 56% B R BT AdAd g it 8 fob URA F AT 1Y Hdh HH HIA AT SRISHIR § §U &, S DI
3R B A BT SOFR BT 2|

(c) Afga w=IfFRTHr
o ISR & HTHe H G0 § S e arell Afgersfl o1 HRd o1 37 Tfaiierar § U #gaqul 91 &
. itr%ﬁwané,Wﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁf&ﬂ@ﬁéﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁlﬁﬁﬁmwﬁﬁﬁaﬁwﬁmﬁwﬁm
!
geiferat
o PINA-IYUN A 3 AqD! H AIaTSl gRI AR [T 1T SHA-fAR SR fEfoed Hivrd 3 S gidl 3|
o T SR Safe B SR afaft ITo Ta oM €, Yol ofR gafr &7 Ui &
o AT I ASHIR UM I=I-T[UaAT T YT YT aTell Tebfeat H decicl el gidl g
o TfHT UETE: HRa S sl W HEHRY AT fae = H garH A a1d R ga|




OO0 UUOOOH
quTfer

PRA B 72.16 T ISR R 3R gt Afgan Urfierdt ara areq faer & ue smeel g & &0 # oo fufy
o1 Y TRt 5| S Revem R 2026 & e 9 a1d 1 Xdiford B ¢ fob RIe Bt T[ora, TATARIT iR I
P OAM F G PG WIAU URd P OFUIRIDI AHR BT IWNT FA F AU Ag@qul g
BT, TEA-TUMHT R P 3R BI ure1, T AshR AT Ha1 3R Afeansit &t wriad HFiieRt B 991
TG Id B HRE YR U A 1 = & Aeayuf errar wed Bl

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Uy : 3fear e Rule 2026 HRA & ISR TRELT | WA 3R AR
F Yo 7 ==f SIS (250 W)
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19 RS TTaRoT SR fIHT W16 SHAard gRT USTRIT SIaar] SRad Jadhie (CRI) 2026 HRA BT 1995 3R 2024 &
9 T A $1 gerst F fay TR R T I 1w gHIRd ¥ & U H RF a1 81 I8 Ko sroid & 9aw o
COP30 & R ot & 713 ft, Forw Serarg-Ofka smuersit & ufa fasrasiia St &) dadt Taga=iadr iR YabTer Sre
T T |

g fswy
I ey/frepd |
| PR P 3y || 1995-2024 |
[TRY e o 31 7| 9,700 ¥ 3ffiI |
| e araed | 8.32 A HId |
| gyfddm || 5.7 fafer |
BEREE | § 4.5 R Q e (TR -THmAT) |
SRR 9at T 3ifeie e 3= |
| cifoufaaem || 3, Recidie, yRa, widred, Sonfes, sifel |
[YRa & v onueTy || a1, 9aid (3R, B, dda), @ oIR THR @, |
BREERER COP30, ST (STTaiia) \
| ERIvEIRE  |SHTdrd - 3% 9HHdT 3R Saarg <1 Bl aoTed SRl g
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wifos ggyfa
TAdrg WY JaHiP (CRI) & TR T

o SHTar &I T aie Nuid Ui SeT o1 IUTNT S S IR IRA HIGH P UHTGT BT 3MTha Hdl g
o  Thddl b MYR W o

T, AIH Gt ge1sii & BRI g1 arelt Hidl Pt I

. ufd 100,000 e} R 7|

<. s Jeam (UsD H)l

IR, Gbd TR IdTE & U= & FY H gif |
o HIRR3E IRafdes g & SR 3R Searg @y st & ufer Yerdm o g2ifar 81

SHAa & IR

o 1991 H WM, 3HebT GRATY &1, ST 31
o  BIDHY &7 Jaarg -ifd, Tad faery iR afys st
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o A M & ghTed
frda®R Hm HRar g

fawaor: YRe srafie sRIRféa =il 8
a. YIMfere TaauieR
o  YRd &I fauna deX@r (7,500 fHHh 3R ferrerdt ufRufast 0 3@ Ipama, a1,
ferel & g SR YRaaH & forg yaqur s €|
o TR BT ATHTATS F BRU IR-TR T 3R 916 M7 B
&t arfore snfde aR®
o I SRR T 3R P R Ffzar Y & ggrdt 21
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India ninth
worst affected
by extreme
weather: study

Purnima Sah
MUMBATI

A new report, Climate Risk
Index (CRI) 2026, pu-
blished by Germanwatch,
released at COP30 in Be-
léem on Tuesday evening,
finds that more than
832,000 people died, near-
ly 5.7 hillion were affected,
and economic losses ex-
ceeded $4.5 trillion (infla-
tion-adjusted) from over
9,700 extreme weather
events between 1995 and
2024,

Germanwatch is a Bonn-
based environmental and
development organisation
that advocates for global
equity and sustainability in
climate policy.

India ranks ninth
among the countries most
affected during this pe-
riod, facing recurring
floods, cyclones, droughts,
and increasingly severe
heatwaves. “Countries
such as Haiti, the Philip-
pines, and India - all of
which are among the ten
most affected - face partic-
ular challenges. They are
hit by floods, heatwaves,
or storms so regularly that
entire regions can hardly
recover from the impacts
until the next event
strikes,” said Vera Kiinzel,
senior advisor on climate
change adaptation and hu-
man rights at
Germanwatch.
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Tuberculosis incidence

ngin

India by 21% a year: WHO report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

India’s tuberculosis (TB) in-
cidence, with new cases
emerging every year, fell
by 21% — from 237 TB cases
per lakh population in
2015 to 187 per lakh popu-
lation in 2024 — almost
double the pace of decline
observed globally, at 12%,
according to the World
Health Organization
(WHO) Global TB Report,
2025, the Union Health Mi-
nistry said in a release is-
sued on Wednesday. This
was one of the highest de-
clines in TB incidence glo-
bally, outpacing reductions
noted among other high-
burden countries.

“India’s innovative case
finding approach, driven
by the swift uptake of new-
er technologies, decentral-
isation of services, and
large-scale = community
mobilisation, has led to the

India leads global TB fight

India records one of
the world’s steepest
tuberculosis
declines, doubling
global progress
through innovation
and outreach

= TBincidence fell
21% (2015-2024),
from 237 to 187
cases per lakh.

® The number of = TB
= Treatment missing cases reduced mortality
coverage rose from from from 15 lakh (2015) | declined
539% (2015) to 92% to <1 lakh (2024) from 28
(2024) deaths per
® The treatment success | lakhto
= 26.18 lakh rate in India was about 21 deaths
diagnosed out of 27 90%, against the global | perlakh
lakh estimated cases average of 88% (2015-2024)

country’s treatment cover-
age to surge to over 92% in
2024, from 53% in 2015 —
with 26.18 lakh TB patients
being diagnosed in 2024,
out of an estimated inci-
dence of 27 lakh cases,” the
release said.

The Ministry said this
had helped reduce the
number of “missing cases”
— those who had TB but
were not reported to the
programme — from an esti-
mated 15 lakh in 2015 to
less than one lakh in 2024.

Also, there is no signifi-
cant increase in the num-
ber of multidrugresistant
(MDR) TB patients in the
country, adding that treat-
ment success rate under
the TB Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan increases to 90%,
ahead of the global treat-
ment success rate of 88%.

India’s TB mortality rate
has also decreased from 28
per lakh population in
2015 to 21 per lakh popula-
tion in 2024, reflecting sig-
nificant progress in reduc-
ing deaths due to TB.

Since its launch in De-
cember 2024, India’s flag-
ship TB elimination mis-
sion, the TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan, has achieved ex-
tensive reach, screening
over 19 crore vulnerable in-
dividuals for TB across the
country, leading to the de-
tection of over 24.5 lakh TB
patients, including 8.61
lakh asymptomatic TB cas-
es, the report said.

| L GEd | 2015 | 2024 | vt |
| ddtdtgew 237 vl o) 187 Ufd @ | 121% |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
uy: fay @R W17 (WHO) &1 df¥a RUlc 2025 & deH #, Fafafed o3l ® foar sife:
1.2015 3R 2024 & &9 HRA BT el G137 H 21% Bt R1aC 375 5
2. &t & Hral | fiRTae 3 URd B &R afye oiga § il g
3. ¢l gad R S1fAT & d8d YR B IR ThadT a2 dfd 3d ¥ 31 g
SUYad YAl | | DI A HEl 82
(A) A 1
(B) Pad 1 3R 3
(C) Pad 2 3R 3
(D) 1,2 3R 3

3R : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: el B ge130 Dl HH B B HRd Bt Ghold WeNid!-3 qTawI-ch TR BI&T! & Hed UR YD STt
81 Tl AT (250 Wed)
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ast month, when Google unveiled its

plans for its Iargest Artificial Intelligence

(Al) data centre outside of California,

U.S., in Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu gleefully claimed bragging
rights — a global tech titan choosing his State for a
marguee investment over regional rivals such as
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. The jubilation in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, could be heard
across State borders. In Tamil Nadu, a former All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam Minister
chided the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam-led
Stalin government for failing to woo Google,
although it is headed by a true-blue Tamil. Across
another border, a Karnataka Minister suggested,
with barely concealed envy, that Andhra Pradesh
had lured Google with "extravagant subsidies”.

Strip away the politics, though, and what you

see is something profoundly healthy -
competition among States for investment — a
potentially powerful engine for growth. For the
first time in decades, Chief Ministers are not
queuning in Delhi's corridors of power, but are in
boardrooms of multinationals and corporate
conclaves, persuading investors that India’s best
destination is their State.

Central patronage to competitive federalism
To appreciate this shift, cast your mind back to
pre-1991 India. For four decades after
Independence, capital investment was largely a
political decision made in New Delhi. The
“commanding heights” of the economy were
occupied by bureaucrats who dispensed
patronage through licences, permits and quotas.
The country’s industrial geography was
determined by political calculation rather than
market forces. The Centre decided what should
be produced, how much should be produced,
and, crucially, where it should be produced.

States, on their part, vied for investment not
by wooing potential investors but by wooing
politicians in Delhi.

The reforms in 1991 changed that. By
dismantling industrial licensing and opening
India to trade and investment, liberalisation
shifted power — at least partly - from the Centre
to the States. One of the unstated hopes then was
that economic freedom would unleash
competition among States to artract investors
through better infrastructure, governance and
policy stability.

That transformation took time. For much of
the next two decades, investment decisions
remained Delhi-centric. Public enterprises
continued to dominate and State bureaucracies
were slow to adapt to a more entrepreneurial era.

The promise of reforms is now being realised.

is a former Governor,
Reserve Bank of India
|2008-2013)

States are no
longer quening
for Delhi's
patronage but
are
campaigning
with investors
and pitching
their case with
confidence
and data

Inter-State rivalry that is fuelling India’s growt

The rise of competitive federalism has been one
of the quiet revolutions of the past decade. States
today compete not just with land, concessional
utilities and tax breaks, but with reliability —
predictable policy, faster clearances, skilled
labour and good governance.

Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
vying for global tech mandates — from Google to
Micron — is evidence of a maturing federal
economy. When Foxconn debarted where to
locate its electronics facilities, States from
Maharashtra to Tamil Nadu made pitches at the
highest level. When Vedanta and Foxconn
announced their semiconductor joint venture,
both Maharashtra and Gujarat lobbied intensely,
with Gujarat eventually breasting the tape. The
tussle between Tamil Nadu and Telangana over
electric vehicle (EV) manufacturing hubs
underscored how investment courting has
become a professional, high-stakes exercise,

Experience in other federations

India is not unique in this. Healthy subnational
competition is a defining feature of all successful
federations.

In the United States, when Amazon announced
plans for a second headquarters, over 200 cities
submitted proposals offering tax breaks,
infrastructure support and workforce
commitments. Although critics called it a subsidy
race, it forced cities to improve governance and
transparency. Many of the proposals later formed
blueprints for urban renewal projects even where
Amazon did not invest.

In Germany, the federal Linder (States)
compete to attract high-tech industries. Bavaria's
transformation into an innovation hub — home to
BMW, Siemens and a cluster of “Mittelstand”
firms — owes much to policy agility that other
German States have since emulated.

Australia and Canada show similar patterns.
Australian States compete to attract mining, clean
energy and education investments, while
Canadian provinces such as Ontario and British
Columbia vie for technology and filim production
hubs. The result in all these cases is a virtuous
cycle: competition that spurs innovation,
efficiency and reform.

India’s own States are now entering that
league, The best-performing ones are magnets for
both capital and ideas, setting governance
benchmarks that others must meet or exceed.

The Centre, to its credit, has encouraged this
shift. Rankings on ease of doing business, startup
promotion and export readiness have intensified
competition in constructive ways. Investors, once
daunted by India’s bureaucracy, now see its
regional diversity as a positive — multiple entr

points, each with distinct strengths. Andhra
Pradesh’s ease of doing business, Punjab’s
entrepreneurial verve, Tamil Nadu's skilled
workforce, Gujarat’s infrastructure, Jharkhand's
mineral base and Uttar Pradesh’s vast untapped
potential — each is part of 2 mosaic that together
makes [ndia a federation of opportunity.

Competition, of course, carries risks. It should
not degenerate into a race to the bottom. States
must guard against reckless subsidies or
indiseriminate land giveaways that undermine
fiscal stahility. The smarter path lies in competing
through competence and credibility, not
cancessions.

Healthy rivalry also fosters imitation of best
practices. When one State reforms single-window
clearances, others follow. When one launches an
EV policy, others sharpen theirs, A Haryana
success provokes a Himachal response; 4 Madhya
Pradesh reform triggers a Chhattisgarh
recalibration; an Odisha initiative spurs West
Bengal to better it. This dynamic, cross-State
learning is driving policy diffusion across India —
a hallmark of vibrant federalism. The global
manufacturing and services landscape is now in
churn. As multinationals diversify away from
China, they seek scale, predictability and credible
governance, The “+1" in the China+1 formula must
be earned — State by State. Mo investor lands in
“India" in the abstract; they land in Bengaluru,
Bhopal or Bhubaneswar. In that sense, India
competes globally through its States,

The new federal compact

Tn just three decades, India has moved from a
permission-based economy to a persuasion-based
one, States no longer queue for Delhi’s patronage;
they campaign with CEOs and investors, pitching
their case with confidence and data.

This is a transformation of mindset as much as
of policy. The Andhra Pradesh-Tamil
Nadu-Karnataka exchanges over Google’s data
centre may sound like parochial bickering, but
they actually signify a maturing federal compact.
States now view every investment not as central
patronage but as a conquest earned through
effort.

Every time Andhra Pradesh secures a tech data
centre, or Gujarat wins a semiconductor plant, or
Uttar Pradesh’s electronics parks around Noida
light up with new investment, or West Bengal
breathes life into its ports and power grids to
attract industry, the benefits ripple far beyond
State borders. Each success strengthens supply
chains, builds skills, and deepens India’s
industrial fabric. The bottom line: In the race for
investment, every State that wins for itself, also
wins for India.
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