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Sheikh Hasina, associate

sentenced to death over
2024 crackdown on youth

Rabiul Alam
DHAKA

A special tribunal in Ban-
gladesh sentenced former
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina and former Home Mi-
nister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal to death on Mon-
day, finding them guilty of
crimes against humanity
during the state crack-
down on a student upris-
ing in July-August 2024.

Former Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun, who
turned a state witness and
testified before the tribu-
nal against Ms. Hasina and
Mr. Khan, was sentenced
to five years in prison after
he admitted to his involve-
ment in the crackdown of
the protests that led to the
fall of the Hasina govern-
ment. Reacting to the deve-
lopment, Ms. Hasina said
the charges were unjusti-
fied, arguing she and Mr.
Khan “acted in good faith
and were trying to mini-
mise the loss of life"”.

‘Misreading facts’

“We lost control of the sit-
uation, but to characterise
what happened as a pre-
meditated assault on cit-
zens is simply to misread
the facts,” the former
Prime Minister said in a
statement. “I mourn all of
the deaths that occurred in
July and August of last year,
on both sides of the politi-
cal divide. But neither I nor
other political leaders or-
dered the killing of protes-
ters,” she added.

The verdict by the Inter-
national Crimes Tribunal-1
represents the most dra-
matic legal action against
the Awami League leader
and comes just months be-
fore the parliamentary

Protesters outside the nes:tlence of Sheikh Mullbur Rahman, former
Bangladesh Fresident and the father of Sheikh Hasina, in Dhaka. a2

election scheduled for Fe-
bruary. The tribunal also
asked the government to
provide compensation to
the families of the victims
and to those injured dur-
ing the crackdown.
Attorney-General  Md
Asaduzzaman said Ms. Ha-
sina, who is now in exile in
India, and Mr. Khan, who
is also in exile, cannot ap-
peal the ruling as long as
they remain fugitives. He
further said the court had
ordered the attachment
and confiscation of all pro-
perties belonging to Ms.
Hasina and Mr. Khan with-
in Bangladesh, and that the
state would take all neces-
sary legal measures to im-
plement the verdict.
Leaders and activists
from various political and
social organisations gath-
ered outside the tribunal
as the verdict was being
read out. A group of stu-
dents at Dhaka University
were seenl chanting slogans
demanding execution of
Ms. Hasina. Awami League
activists took out proces-
sfons across the country
against the verdict, Several
of them were arrested.
Shortly after the verdicr,
Home Affairs Adviser Lt.
Gen. (Retd) Jahangir Alam

alleged that attempts are
being made “from a neigh-
bouring country” to desta-
hilise Bangladesh’s securi-
ty and law-and-order
situation.

‘Extradite convicts’

“We urge the Government
of India to immediately ex-
tradite the two convicts to
the Bangladeshi authori-
ties,” Dhaka's Foreign Mi-
nistry said in a statement,
adding that it was “an ohli-
gatory responsibility for In-
dia”. Bangladesh warned
that “granting asylum to
these convicts... would be
extremely unfriendly and
an affront to justice.”

The Awami League de-
nounced the ruling, “We
reject this illegal and politi-
cally motivated verdict of
the ‘Kangaroo  Court
against  Bangabandhu's
daughter, the leader of the
people and the President
of the Awami League. We
hope that the people of
Bangladesh will reject this
verdict, We will establish
the rule of law in the coun-
try by releasing [Muham-
mad] Yunus very soon,”
Awami League organising
secretary  Shafiul  Alam
Chowdhury Nadel told The
Hindu.
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UPSC PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTION
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States must actively consider
notifying any ‘human-wildlife
conflict’ as natural disaster: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday, in a judgment,
said States must actively
consider notifying ‘human-
wildlife conflict’ as a natu-
ral disaster.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai directed States to pay
out an ex-gratia amount of
10 lakh to victims of hu-
man-wildlife conflicts un-
der the Centrally Spon-
sored Umbrella Scheme of
Integrated Development of
Wwildlife Habitats
(CSS-IDWH).

“All States should have
smooth and inclusive com-
pensation policies for crop
damage, loss of life of both
human and cattle. In order
to reduce the timelines to
mitigate the issues result-
ing out of human-wildlife
conflict, close coordination
between different agencies

The Supreme Court dlrected States to nonfy buffer and core areas
of their tiger reserves within the next six months. FILE PHOTO

and departments with
mandated responsibilities
should be ensured,” the Su-
preme Court ordered.

Tree felling in Corbett
The court was hearing a pe-
tition alleging illegal tree-
felling and construction in
the Corbett tiger reserve,
one of the oldest in the
country.

The judgment made the
State of Uttarakhand fully
liable to restore and repair
the Corbett ecology. The

1. WIPHfa® AU & FU § HHT-g-geilg Gy

o T DI TISEGH DI UTHTdd MU & =0 H aiidhd o3+ IR Afhd ¥ A faar & arfgu|
T8 YIfSal &I ST MTUeT Uiafhal BT (TS I3RU) SR 31 a3 & J1ed ¥ Jafast o forg ur

ST B
2. gamas & few

State, in consultation with
the Central Empowered
Committee, was directed to
submit a restoration plan
for the reserve in two
months, begin demolishing
illegal constructions there
in three months and file a
compliance affidavit in the
apex court in a year.

The judgment, authored
by Chief Justice Gavai, di-
rected States to notify buff-
er and core areas of their
tiger reserves within the
next six months.
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What are UNESCO’s new guidelines

for the use of neurotechnology?

Neurtechnology refers to devices and procedures that sccess. assess, and act on neural systems, including the braire if the: brain were a radio stagon.
neumtechnology is the set of devices o help rune e & merges advances in netroscience, engmeering. and compueing o Improve brain functson

Neethu Rujane

NESCO fand the s ghebal
narmative frmewark on the
exhics of o onectslogy oo
November 5; this came e
force on November 12 This
recomimended stumdard is desymed 1o
MARITAIN A ba N between nnovaion
and Tuiman rights s pritect the furmon
Deainn aned Brais evlaend data froen misvso
Suarh neksasse Inchides expbaiting hrass
stgratls 10 fidlow persiasive mesages,
usinge braiss s for ol marketssy,
for decid: nissms in insurance, or

sultability, stress tolerance, and hidden
trans in 20 cuiployment set
The emerging fiexd of neuroticmology
hes mmacke it sl o prafibe peeple o
this way - and the UNESOU framework
provickes guldance for ansone sudsieg,
reseurching. and devdoping applicilons
of this techitokoy W prevent sich L.

Defialug etrotectinology
Newreneehaalogy refers 1 devioss and
Procedures the acxess, asscss, and oot on
nesral systems, incluchng the Frmn
hrain, f the hran were 3 rackn statian,
nestrotechnology is the st rf devioes to
help to nme in.

With advamess in resarch and
fvestments n projects like the U5
BRAIN tnirtarive and Elon Musk's
Newralivd, there is sigailicare ater=st
oday in healt compuies intestaces,
particula dy thde drtven by armineial
intelligence (Al For example, Al-ussistesd
eiroimaging ¢ allow dactors o
geis e e st el he
possibility of stioke in
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that protected people’s brain data from
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nenrodata  aka, neural o
brain data — to be decoded,
gving rise to concerns abont
user privacy, protection agains
misusc, and informed consent
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techmclogy they are developlng on people
and the planet; tmvolving the public and
ttrer stakehulders o juin the
comrsathon: nd ta shape thes 1esearc
o miateh socsery's uales and needs.
While acknomledging the oportance
OF this, the frasmiwork also calk attention
> the role of mtellectual property rights
in inceativis ewrctechoolugy
innovation even as it mvokes the risks
associated witd te comusodification ol

to ey
salutions thit imgreve hrain functicn and
eatunce human capabifities - and \t has

Neurotechviology Enetspuacs; ubich
foxcused on the * mfp(lnl?k
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rations m incorperaie |
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enveedid. 9> Liilon, Privise e smet
Illhlmuh rown (0 §7.3 billion by che
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e prospect of e edanceneor sod
e fits in midicine, sch a5
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T o e,
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for an apen sclence el 5a thit
rebearch uncomes arefecly alldbleto

o 3
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wulnerable poptations soch as ehidie
i e i

In chis g, the recommendiations: sy
he fullowieg principles cody 1o gwveny
euromdmology Jnovron:

wwryane. moels wirk ik
W DRt Temary: the . sodemmme.
tecmelogsy, s mediods e 1o be shand
Operily =0 that anyone can verily, reuse,
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owever |h§¢d“mmh i Inimicd 1o
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This

, 0 barm,
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o mplement uf. i i
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eiss rechnelogy transfor s well 13 the
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e for
sectar’s development. cransparency, eplstemic justice, ni long thme now spurved neuratechnclogy
Neurotech challenges The OECTI lied protection research.
Jata = i b L . the Ivovition experts like Sebastian
kA newcal or bealn data - to b pooisdr ey ali have aoted that while
decoded, ahout thetr needs and evolve e of vesiral o d data b

wsor privac, protection againse misuse,
and infiorsswed concont o sers.

To address them, the saentific
community and political bodies alike lave

SAratogic partoerships
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Interrationsl Hicethics Comimkl
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UPSC PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTION

1. 399 T Menfiiferai wnfire € S aHg A § df¥er nfafafy < ug ik gHifad &% ot 21
2. A A RIcHIare & fog ugen afye Afae giar ot fosan g1

3. AW & fe=NfAERN & ded gRIaIaTe BT ITART ISHIfa® gd 3R AR Mwrsfer & fbar o
TPpar gl

SR | & P II/8 S TE 2/22

(a) Pad 1 3R 2
(b) P9 1 3R 3
(233

(d) 1,233

3TR: (a)

UPSC MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION
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In News : GS 2 : Polity & Governance
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TP B YRR 1T TfEaT (BNS) a% &7 9aUash 419 Idie I 99 il & forg 7REn, waramdn 3R = gfyd
FRA & T YR & FRER T &1 ufafifeia Har 8|




\tl,

I

B NITIN SIR®
CLASSES

g1 wHrER fog

By conbesnaring the 1979 Sapreme Court acquittal in a custodial rape case, Chiel Justice of India B R Gavi Has hightighted Indgas evohing legd
reforms aimied at better protecting sexual assault survivors and redefining consent
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A. BT ¥ TgHfd (YRT 375, IPC/3d BNS)

fAfsrg gafi=E + ggAfa
T g1 HHIR "l = T8l
SfIPR, YT T STaRGEd &b ded Uid ggHfd 3E= g

B. WIS 3T (1983 & d1C)

o O, A% YA, oId SHTIBINGY, SRTdTd & HHATRA! gRT SATDR
o e P a1 RITTT W STet fea man

c. fazman feznfad=r (1997)

o a3 AR F S1E FRRGE & R AERie FuE
o dC ¥ 3V BRfRE R Afgarsit &1 a9 Idts g, 2013 & w0 § dfedesg fear m

TYRT VY H4: TH -1 @ige

HeHT (1972)

ITROT: 14-16 gfg Snfeardt gt
YA WY

T PIC: IUD! TTdTe! WIS PR ol

BISDIC : I gferadmHT
A FI< (1979): IS dic I8! 1 B gaTel ad §U S & [T — TgHfd TG &

Fai U1 B gfegof
o TR W TeRG N B 30T B TS
o "3JTEd" JIH HAER I Uaferd Fgaarers YRoMg

faeife u=3 (1979)
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FareR faRiedt S JURT &1 vevas
A. 3TIRTIY® BT A=A sifef=raw, 1983
TR ATHS 4 WY Y= ga

o TRTH TAPR B ST IURTY & U § O fhar T

o HYd BN YFIIRT H

o TR Y TSI SURTEN Y SR AP o § ORI HFAT AT
o TiRqrSH & AW ST IRE DI Aord fohar T

B. famman feznfader (1997) - riwe A s

o HAH T H Y NTRY & 91 SHfed AMfIDT b YR T
o [aR®, FRuTES 3R Faru 4 U< far
o 91 H HRIRT I IadtsT ffam, 2013 9 WA

C. SRS ST "=eA =, 2013 (Ffar & 1)

AT STy JAf FAfd & TR R JUTR:

A ¥ R TATHR DI AT GRHTST

FE3M/RER & 3T ! Tfferd B o TR-TgAfd T et o) A=t v
TeHfd B 31 IgTHR 18 T4 B TS

G GRT "®Is THSHISIR TTHR" TS g1 a1 T[T
ATl B! G SATS T dTey
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D. STRTIY® I |2ne= rfafaw, 2018
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3did e & fore 6 HeH

E. R =g wfgan (@ieew), 2023
FATaH Rt & i &

o fRIT-geRy 417 SRty (e + srRieh)
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Burming embers: Statuss nf froedaen figheers Bhagit Singh, Sukhcew and Ragaira at their memonol st Hussairswata barder, Sernrpor, Pangab in 222 kY woow

Remembering Batukeshwar Dutt, the
forgotten comrade of Bhagat Singh

Celebra

Chaman Lal
n April 8, 1929, the Hindustan
Tiines in Dellyf rushed out a
special evening edition, while
The Statesman in Calcutta
cabled its story to Loadan 10 evide
cobonial censorship. That afternoon, two
young men had thrown harmless bombs
Into the Central Asserbly Fal, naw
P-\lhamml raising Kloyn\u”m'wh’l
and

briefly for his role in the Delhi

rearrested during the Quit India
moverent of 142 and spent another four
years In jall

After his release, he marned Anjali, a
school teacher, and settled in Patna with
their daughter Bharti, who bater became a
Professor of Ecomomics at Patna College.
But e after independence offered e
stability. The 8ihar government allotred
T an coal depoe, but It proved financially
uaviable. President Rajendra Prasad

omg Live the
Samaupvavad ka Nasti Ho (Down with
Imperialism), They scattered red
pamphlets tithed “To Make the Deaf Hear",
Reporters caught the words, and
Dewspapers seross India and sbroad
carvied dramatic headlines. One
internationa) paper proclaimed: “Reds
Stoem the Assemblyl"

The two young men were Bhagat Singh
and Batubeshwar Dutt. Both were
arrested, tried, and convicted. While
Hhagat Singh went on to become one of
the most iconic figures of the Indian
freedom struggle, his comrade Dun
gradually faded from public memory,

540 and rarely

A revolutionary’s journey
Hatukeshwar Putt was barm on November
18, 1910, in the Burdwan district of
Hengal. Convicted in the Delli Assembly
Bomtb Case on June 12, 19249, he spent nine
years In prisons acrass tidia - Multan,

Jhetum, Trichinopoly, Salem, and even
the Andamars, In each jil he resorted 10
Busiger strikes, twice fasting for over 8
month, demanding bumane treatment for
political prisoners.

When Bhagat Singh, Rijguru, und
Sukhdey were executed in Lahore on
March 23, 1931, Dutt was languishing o
l)l' Salern jail. That night he dreamt of

Singh in chains, a vision that haunted
him. Released in 1903, Dutt was

1. SgPR &1 B UIRTRIS Hge
o 1929 ®} fAUHTHT THART § YT Fi§ & 1Y TB-3(RIUT|

d, urging the State to extend due
consideration to him, The gesture

Bihsar Legislative Council — for the
remainder of an existiog member's
six-month term.

Despite such neglect, Dutt remained
respected by many political leaders. His
health, however, declined in the
mid1960s. Afflicted with bone cancer, he
was admitied 1o AIIMS, New Delhi, where
he endured eight manths of suffering,
Leading orthopacdist Dr, Vig told his
comrades that treatment could only
ensure a *painless death”. Plans o send
T abroad were abandoned after the
Indian High Commission in London
reported that Delhi offered care equad 1o
Europe’s. Dutt passed away on July 20,
1963, Honourtng his Last wish, he was
cremated at Hussainiwala i Punjab,
alongside Bhagat Singh, Rajgguen, and
Sukhdey. The site, which resmained in
Pakistan until 1965, had only recently
come under Indian control for the
construction of 8 memarial 10 the
AyTS,

Neglect and recognition

For a briel moment ..ms his tlull\. the
nation honoured Dues. His funeral
Procession was massive, 2nnh1r\‘ by the
President, Prime Minister, central
ministers, the Lok Sabha Speaker, and the
Punjab Chief Minister. The funeral drew
vast numbers of people alang the sereets.

Yet today, few remember that the Fsrewell
accorded (o hin rivalled those of the most
revered leaders of his time.

Tronically, the Parfiament b\.!dmg
where he and Bhagat Singh had
their act of defiance still does not display
their portraits. In contrast, the portrait of
V. 0. Savarkar, once an aceused in
Gandhi's assassination case (though later
acjuinted), haengs prominently opposite
Gandhi's. In 2004, MPs including
Dharannvir Gandhi and Sitaram Yechury
prutested this amission, but the demand
to include Bhagat Singh - and by
extension Dutt - was gnored.

“The story of this pegect was st
documented by Cianan Lal Azad, 3
fellow revolutionary who later became a
Journalist. While caring for Dot at AUMS,
Chaman Lal Azad wrote a series of articles
in the Urdy daily Pratop. These were later
complled s Bhagat Stgh awr Dutt b
Amar Kahanl (1966), one of the most
authentic, if scattered, accounts of the
revolutionary movement. The book
contains Bhagat Singh’s letters, coury
statements, and posteards - sonw
published for the first time - aloag, with
Gandhi's letter to Dutt and rans
photographs of lim with Netru and
|Ix]lu| Gandhi In 1963,

book also records Dutt's
conversations about fellow
revolutionaries. [n it, he spoke of Hari
Kishan Talwar, who was hanged in 1931
for shooting Punjabrs Lieutenant
Governar, and of his comrade Phsan fahi,
who migrated 1o Pakistan, became a
msician, and died penniless despite
Chansan Lal Azad's attemps to help him,
Dutt also disapproved of filins maxde on
Bhagat Singh in the 19505, which he and
other comrades protested against. Only
Mano) Kumar’s Shafeed in 1965 won their
approval, with the actor persorilly
cons Dt
Equally ouching are accounts of his

bond with Bhaygat Singh's family, Mata
Vidyawati, Bhagat Singh's mother, spent
lomng perfods with Durt in his finad days
She even sold a Hindi epic poem on
Bhagat Singh, gifted to her by poet Sei
Krishan Saral, 10 raise funds for Dut's
treatment. Revolutionary comrades such
as Shiv Verma, Sadashiv Malkapurkar, and
Jatin Das’s brother Kiran Das remained
constantly by his side. Leaders inchuding
Home Minister Guizari Lal Nanda,
Defence Minlster Y. B. Chavan, Jegivan
Raany, Swaran Singh, and Dr. Sushila
Nayyar also visited him in hospital,
though such respect was rarely extended
while be was alive and struggliog.

Ode to the tten soldier
Chaman Lal Azad used his book to
underline Bhaga Singh's intellectual
legacy - his ability to tise above religion
and envision soclalism as the foundation
of India's future. Dutt himself remirked
that Singh was far sighted, always with a
book in hand, reading whevever he went.

Desplte huving a shared vision of
Indivs furure, history has not treared Dutt

kindly. He remains absent from

memorials, textbooks, and the national
consclousness. While newer works
as Justice Andl Verma's Bhagar Singh ke
Sahyogi: Batukeshwar Dutt and Bhairay
Lal Das's Viphi Satukesiar Dutt (both
Post2007) have attempted (o reclaim his
place, Chaman Lal Azad's carlier book,
rich with first-hand memacies, Is nearly
lost. Its Hindi transtation, commissioned
years agn by the Government’s
Publications Devisson, still lies
unpublished doe to copy right Turdles.

Dutt's life ilhustrates how
revolutionaries in fndéa are often
remembered only in passing

Chaman Lal is @ professar (retired) and
 furmer chalrperson of the Centre of
indion hmgmu(s at Jawaharlal Nehru
Urriversin
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
India needs to ‘connect, build and revive’ with Africa

en yvears ago, New Delhi hosted the last

India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-II). The

2015 summit was a moment of
significance. Marking a leap in India’s diplomatic
imagination under Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi, India had welcomed representatives from
all 54 African states.

Since then India has added 17 new missions
across Africa. Trade has surpassed $100 billion.
Investment flows are gathering pace. India's
support for Africa’s global voice has grown. It was
key in ensuring full membership for the African
Union in the G-20, It is now time to take stock,
not only of promises made but also of the
foundations laid.

The opportunities and challenges

By 2050, one in four people on earth will be in
Africa. India will be the world’s third largest
economy. Between these two lies a potential
growth corridor of commerce. demography,
technology and aspiration.

India is among Africa’s top five investors, with
cumulative investments of §75 billion. However,
the underlying model has shifted. From ports o
power lines, vaceine production to digital tools,
the message for engagement is clear. Build
together,

The evolution of ties is visible. In April 2025,
India and nine African navies (Comoros, Djibouti,
Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, the
Seychelles, South Africa and Tanzania) exercised
together in the first Africa-India Key Maritime
Engagement (AIKEYME), initiating a security
partnership rooted in shared oceanic geography.

India’s Exim Bank recently extended a $40
million commercial credit line to the ECOWAS
Bank for Investment and Development (EBID) -
maodest in scale, but a signal of interest in
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African-led development. Education remains a
trusted pillar.

The new campus of UT Madras, in Zanzibar, is
the most visible example. Behind it stands
decades of knowledge partnerships, including the
Pan-African e-Network and India’s Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
programme, which continue to train thousands
across the continent.

These are not isolated efforts but part of a
growing web. Beyond that, India continues to
push for African representation in global
institutions and contributes to United Nations
peacekeeping missions on the continent.

India’s trade with Africa is growing, but it still
lags behind China. Indian firms arrive full of
promise but are often slowed by small balance
sheets and bureaucratic drag. The temptation to
scale back is real, but erroneous.

Instead, India must move up the value chain.
That means co-investing in future-facing sectors —
green hydrogen, electric mobility and digital
infrastructure. Africa today is asserting its terms.
The African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) is laying the groundwork for a single
continental market. India’s UP1 and digital stack
can complement this transformation. Alas, tools
alone are not strategy. Delivery is. In cities such as
Kigali (Rwanda), Nairobi (Kenya) and Lagos
(Nigeria), African innovation ecosystems are
growing. But the competition is global.

The human link

India’s most enduring export to Africa is not
technology. It is talent. Nearly 40,000 Africans
have studied in India in the last decade, through
the ITEC, the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) and the e-Network platforms.
Many have returned to shape policy, run

ministries or lead innovation back home, They
are living bridges that carry trust across borders.
The movement is not one way. African

students, athletes and entrepreneurs are carving
their space in India. Nigerian footballers such as
Ranti Martins have become household names.
The Indian cricket teany’s fast bowling coach is
South Africa’s Morne Morkel. African voices are
present in India’s universities and laboratories.
The partnership is not just strategic. It is lived.

Looking to the future
If India wants to sustain this momentum, three
MOves matter.

First, connect finance to real outcomes. Every
line of credit must lead to something visible and
valuable. Public finance must de-risk, not
displace, private capital.

Second, build an India-Africa digital corridor.
This should rest not only on UPL and India Stack
but also on Africa’s digital strengths. Together, we
can co-develop platforms for health, education
and payments that serve the Global South.

Third, revive the institutional backbone. The
TAFS has not met since 2015, That Summit, at Mr.
Modi's insistence, brought all of Africa together.
As its chief coordinator, this writer saw first-hand
the diplomatic energy it released. Tt is time to
bring that spirit back as a date on India’s
diplomatic calendar.

There was a time when merchants crossed the
Indian Ocean in search of spice and gold. Today,
India and Africa are not just exchanging goods.
They are beginning to exchange confidence,
capacity, ideas, and connecting futures.

A decade after India welcomed all of Africa to
Delhi, the next chapter needs to be written. India
once extended a hand to the whole of Africa.
Now it is time to join hands and build together,
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