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HRATT 3fdfer S TTa @) 7 dieRerer ¥ Tadd 3-TH 5 R YR & Ja9 HR Wesl ¥u § fftfd dar
IWIE Sie-73R (HIUHTY-03) &1 IHadrgde FaTul fHar | YR T &1 TaR 3R AR emdret & 9gm &
foru fEwmmg= foran o o fiyR WRd o1 e iR sfafver sraAfyRar # U Ayl SarT &1 udie 8|

1 R ISRO launches advanced

U%. dB-IP! g

o

P 4,400 fHATTH o) Sie-73R YR &Rt I
yafd far a1 g9y UK TER SUE B

Ug UAAIUH 3 &1 IR od ¥ ¥ Udrs &
fraRisTa g siffde Ghdtsh) & Jurem &t g
& 1 UG RId BT §, 51 faS =it Tgrrar & famm 4t-
fortre g & oI YR &t &aT &1 Aolgd Hal ¢
IWE & I9d Uas # A1 e & fog JRRa
3TaTS, ST 3R difea fofe &1 gweda B ard Aeel-
de ciguisR i B

3. TUrERfYE ok TR&T SmaTH

Side- 73R, Silde-7 4l o1 fewd 8, St shars: A

Saurabh Trivedi
Vasudeyan Mukunth
NEW DELHI/CHENNAI

‘The Indian Space Research
Organisation on Sunday
successfully launched the
Indian Navy's advanced
communication  satellite
GSATTR (CMS-03) from the
Satish  Dhawan  Space
Centre in Sriharikota.

The indigenously de-
signed and developed sa
telliee, weighing approxi-
mately 4,400 kg, is India’s
heaviest  communication
satellite to date and marks
a major milestone i
strengthening the Navy's
space-hased communica
tions and maritime do-
LN AW Areniess.

The ISRO lnunched the
rocket aboard its most po-

GSAT-7R, India’s heaviest
communication satellite

o werful launch vehicle, the
LVM3, on its M5 mission,
R SSEICIRCIERGE e itaf ook plce
. . . . about 5.26 p.m. from the
7% f§a HEMNR &7 H wer fommr TR Jond i -
o ' 1 mission control s0on con-  WWM3-MS ifts off carrying the GSAT-7R communication satelkte from
< J J firmed that the satellite  Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sribarikota on Sunday. wpsko
. . serted Inw a geosyncluo-  voice, data, and video links  LVM3 rocket to routinely
m 'ﬂa a,ﬂ' W a,ﬁ'r”’ I nous transfer orbit (GTO). over multiple communica:  handle four-tonne-plus sa-
This is the heaviest In-  tion bands, eNsuring seam- tellites to GTO from India,
m dian-built communications  less connectivity between  reducing dependence on
le) .qg m W aa’ G" T QRGS(-H (‘Q‘qﬁ‘q) ﬁ satellite launched from In-  the Navy's ships, subma-  foreign Jaunchers for hea-

. e Rar

Gﬁ%ﬁ-ﬂ;ﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁ@ﬁ%uﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁ
|
SMAHR URT &) ggrar

dian soil so far. Because of
the high mass of the
GSAT/R, the launch vehi-
targeted a standard
GTO; once there, the satel
lite will raise and circular
ise its orbit using its on-

rines, aircraft, and Mari-
time Dperations Centres.
The launch highlights
India’s  growing selfre
liance in space technology
and the Navy's commit-
ment to safeguarding na-

vy communications satel
lites as well as feeding di
rectly into 1SRO's
preparations for Gaga
nyaan, its maiden human
spaceflight  programme,
which plans to use an

board propulsion systems.  tional maritime interests, it evolved LVM3 variant.
=2 said. “ISRO has successfully
o UE =M IUwE fEuga, TS A SR Tl ATl Puoocwsetirianee s s csment kit s
. . . The Navy said thar ro Aatmanirbhar Bharat, communication satellite
a-l% ﬁ YRd ﬁ wa-t\yﬁ &dT ﬁ W Pl % | equipped wiih stateofthe:  enabling the armed forces  from Indian soll” ISRO
art  indigenous  compo-  to operate with enhanced  Chairman V. Narayanan
A2 9 nents, the GSAT7R would  situational awareness and  posted on X following the
o Jg facxlt di are IR AU &) 1 BIAT © ST Poviad st wane e s s oo o, STt
. . telecommunication cover-  munication links in com- sector is soaring
3mﬁ 3?[? 13”?:"&'"] ”R qml @aﬂm age across the Indian plex maritime environ-  high to provide valuable
&r q&” aﬁ- ﬁ W Ocean Reglon, Its ad-  ments, it added. services to the user com
vanced pavload features The launch also demon-  munity in and around the
W as QE | transponders  supportin strated the capacity of the  Indian region,” he added
o UAAITH 3 &1 Yax- WY ¥R & WM SrishH H 4

A 8, S YR BT Ugall 4Hd 3idiel S e g

IR M MR FRINTT UM
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o Ug UM YRd &1 aley Reb 3R & G STl
CAECIR R

o U8 I 3R JIRA 91l & S Igd dIaHd & TY-J1Y Frdoles 3R ot Hufal o nfid sa
BU U SR 3iaRer TR a1 &Y 3R YR & ufkade &t exifar 21

Sde-731R BT Hohel GEUU U WIERIdT 3R deb-fiet Wi B &= & R & i & Teb wiiet b TR 81 s
YR, FTRF SR GR& 1 FgTeny, I8 T faseiig il kT 9k T SRR siaRer aeft Iy & 0 7 WRd ot
@rﬁﬁwm%lwm?q%ﬁlm?ﬂﬁﬁmaﬂuﬁﬂmdwmﬁwqg AT § Sich PR &M IR
3fafver AeaTemiensil BT TreH H1 B IR &1 dgdt YHHT I W ueiRia HRar gl

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: sii¥e-73MR SUUE & JeH H, fFufefaa syt wr faar #ifse:
1. SIe-73R YR o1 Ugdl YR IUUE & o faRly T ¥ R 91 & fore fewmg= frar man g

2. 39 fieReIer ¥ Lvm3 dl= sdld WR dl-d fobar T o)

3. U8 IUUE YR AT & fore Tl TaR iR R &1 srgTe|
Sudad YA B I SH-T1/3 AL /22

(a) Pael 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

() Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3IR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: SIYe-73MR T YT I&T 3R SfARe Mt & TAMUR & HRd ! \iol H Th Hd &1 URR g | HRd B GHg!
TREM 3R A W & o 39 e & e W == 3 1 (150 )
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TERG BT A T AoFifaed ¥U ¥ FagTid @RU § Y3y &R T § Hiif derd Wik UgTel ey uRvg
(EUUTSRYY), AE &1 UM T BT HRIGIS 31 AR, 2025 P AT g1 71 71 3t ac frdt ¢ gra ot aiwor &t
B & HRUY, 3H &7 & Ia0H | P13 (aifad T 78 8, $9% THHT Jive HIgHe 8-l & Sredx | gAmal § ol

gmaﬁlﬁwﬁ@ IR TR U o A ATTRE THS THE! IR $% INHR & o9 9d a! aa9id 3 e g5
|

RYfY 3R Tl
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2019 § S-HRAR & AU & §lq, dgid
fauT v & fom g MR Uer (@2 & faar
AT UT1 39 & H YT JT ©0 9 & WA UgTet
o uftwel & Arend ¥ fHar 9rar § - 98 iR
FRAT H Uh-Ush — TAUUIS I HffaaH, 1997
& dgd T forar T gl

TSR, 8, 40 ®AHES & § e
T &) Ao a9 3R 3= fbanfad
# mgagel yftret fFAurar 8, ol unfel &t
Hfgad faer Ay ur gt 81 safee, uRug
B! IqufUfd T yRIfe Y UaT HRat B,
ORIy =u § grex SR Harad! &Ff & ogt 3=
YTt 9o ugd HAd B

qaqT™ el

TAUTES N & Y g9 HIM A T & g
HRUN A Iei 2

UHh. TG & AT JRE&T STl & Ty o
T8 HAT (THUAY) & I1Y og YU Siat
(TATS) 3R HRAT SHbeD AR
RN IEEISEIREREGE

A fordt @ 3R TATaSH
Sffae # grferar Ixies | Afgarsi &
fore we fags smrem sifard g, s
foIT 919 819 ¥ uge st &l R 4
TIR B D1 SATHT g

Barring MP, Leh now

das

no elected representatives

‘The five-year term of the hill council came to an end on October 31 and fresh elections may be
held only after talks between civil society groups and Union Home Ministry take a decisive turn

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELH1

s Leh district in La-
dakh ceases to have
any elected repre-

sentatives from October 31,
with the five-year term of
the hill council coming to
an end, elections to the lo-
cal body are likely to be
held only after ongoing
talks between civil society
groups and the Centre take
a decisive turn, officials
said. Ladakh MP Moham-
mad Haneefa is now its on-
ly representative.

On October 22, a month
after after four people
were killed in police action
against protesters seeking
Statehood, the civil society
groups Leh Apex Body
(LAB) and Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA) - re-
presenting the two dis
tricts in Ladakh — resumed
talks on the region’s status
with the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA).

The groups were asked
by the government to pre-
pare a draft framework, in-
cluding a road map for
constitutional safeguards
for Ladakh. Though dates
for the next meeting are
yet to be announced, the
LAB and KDA have taken
the help of legal experts to
argue for their existing de-
mands, including inclusion
under the Sixth Schedule

Delay in electi
Last held in 2020 , FILE PHOTO

of the Constitution (tribal
status) and  Statehood,
members of the groups
said. “The LAB and KDA
are drafting their sugges-
tions and would share
NOLES L0 present a common
proposal,” said Sajjad Kar
gili of the KDA.

Special provisions

At the October 22 meeting,
Ministry officials indicated
to the two groups that spe-
cial provisions guaranteed
under Article 371 of the
Constitution can be consi-
dered for Ladakh.

On October 31, an order
by the Ladakh administra
tion cited ongoing process
for creation of new dis-
tricts and the consequent
need for redrawing boun-
daries of council areas and

: The election to the 30-me:

er LAHDC, Leh was

constituencies, for the de-
lay in holding elections.
Besides, it also highlighted
the need for implementa-
ton of the amendment 0
the Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Councils
(LAHDC) Act, 1997, provid
ing one-third reservation
for women in the LAHDCs,
and said “holding elections
to  constitute a new
LAHDCG, Leh, is not practic-
able at this stage, as it
would lead to representa-
tional anomalies and admi-
nistrative inconsistencies”,

The order delegated the
hill council’s functions to
the Deputy Commissioner
“until a new council is con-
stituted  following  fresh
elections”.

The new districts were
announced in 2024 and

women's reservation was
notified on June 3 this year.

Detrimental effect
Konchok Stanzin, former
councillor  of  Chushul
along China border, said
barring an MP, there were
no public representatives
in Leh, “This is particularly
detrimental for people liv
ing in the regions border
ing China. If they have an
issue, they will have to
come to the district head-
quarters in Leh city, hun-
dreds of kilometres away.
Most people do not have
the resources for that. As a
councillor, 1 used to take
care of their demands per-
taining to connectivity,
education, health, and li-
velihood, among others,"
M. Stanzin told The Hindu.

He said the hill council
is empowered to take deci
sions on 40 functions and
each councillor has a deve-
lopment fund of TL5 crore.

The election to the 30-
member LAKDC, Leh was
last held in 2020, with the
BJP winning 15 seats and
the Congress nine. Four
councillors are nominated
by the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor. The LAHDC for Kargil
district was constituted in
2023 and its term will
come 1o d 1in 2028.

For 2025-26, the Leh hill
council was allocated 3255
crore by the MHA.

I I g1 el 81 S, A8 & IURI URYG & BT b1 I Bl — U T HEH S STHAT TR TR Abaid & HHIR

B WR foidr a1 B 2|
i 3R Fraid

AR [T G (Tagd! 3R HIY) 7T e &

o TERI B T BT goll

o TfAYH B T3 S & ded MU BT (TSI GOl SR RITI WA T BRI
o 3THT 371 P d5d IV (@GS AT/ S R ALY urae™)
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22 IR B 3 T, T8 HAAT P SAUBIRYI - 4 RS & [ TS
371 W%WWWWWWW%WG@HI?{ %%W&r@mmﬁmﬁ%%ﬁw
faRIwll & W1y T Yga ARG gfal UR IR G g

UYTq

. Wéﬁ:?ﬁ%uﬁﬁ&m@ﬁwmﬁwm%,@w%%wwﬁ
Hrradf |

o TR g el & oA, AR B R gEl S Td FRA & 1w forar Tead IR HRNT ST
T, YFTTGRT M DI HHSR BT AN |

o TR SR IS YHTE: TH & 1Y TERI B Fag=1Td YA B Sad gu, FRRAT 3R S a1 & fayr &1 991
TG & e gt RIF IR Hgaqul B

o SIS YagTRNAdT: da T ddb ST RIFHT SRIdN &I 961d1 ¢ T o, WD TR YT JReT
Ut & &3 g1 a1 B g A

e

TAUCTS T T8 BT HRIBIA fo-T [heit SURIIBRI URYG & FHT BT 2019 & SIE Aerd H Id g AT Farg ol
ISR &l 8| STafdh GauTHe JRET IUR IR RIF FAHT! & WY &% 1 810 U GHRIAD HEH g, ot 3 gAmd!
Y Apdifed Sarada! HHOR g R T T B AHTHT-UTT R BT S g1 3T dgd U, TEra H JuTa=h
M R &t fRRAT YR w7 & o T W gA1d SR 1dies Wl & A1y URINIAS GiaH &1 Igferd HRal

HE@YUl gI |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: TERE WA Ugle! fae uRug (Taeuashi) & ar | Fafefed sy w far &3
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o0 gbubogtn
1. TUPT 76 2019 & TH 3R HIAR & fUSH & F1 UIRd T dbad HIFET & dgd foar ATl

2. 3 TIUH BT I At & I5d Ylas [l R ST 991 ST o ¢

%Qﬂ@@%ﬁ?ﬁﬁmmﬁwmﬁfﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@?%ﬁlﬁwﬁﬁw 3R Braf<agT § YT dd
|

STad FU A | HIH-91/9 TE /22
(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

(c) T 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3TR: ¢)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: AERT P 10T Dol SIgA! b ool 3R IAsT P Gol B AN YR P AT &1 B JRPiad TR 3R ST
yfaffi Bt Ted ferarsit &1 gxifdl 81 (150 Weg)
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AT 2021 H SOIIFRAT H ATferaT T T H i 3 féror uRRrn # e Agayul Y-rerHiiie saama o ffgd faan
YRd & forg, forem srmfAar & gafafon & ¢ 3 faferm § siftres &1 fasn fsan o oik Rget Im & dgd Aeied
TG BT T for o1, 9 A 3 U YuFifaes gfaem a1 o &t dIferam & W1y ST 8 I1 I SIeHT-UehT Bl
B S-S UTfpear 3R aifera™ & oia a9 SgdT o 36T 8§, HRd P PP IR 989 3 ¢ RR I &4 3mebivia fpar

gl
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“ngage the Taliban, don't recognise them
Engag 1 , S
5 the sying goes, the enemy’s enemy & irwtesd, 8 case for Tecognition, The Takbar ke sense for indla 1o adogt 8 vatr-and wach
atviend. When the Afghan Talhan appear mone coosolid abed lllil]lh{‘!‘“\ﬂln the approach.
were an Insargency, iy wene 1950, vl ik i 1l poss,
af the Pakistani military establishment. seems interested in backing anti-T fham foces Deep networks
Mo, shesy are the state in Alghamistan. Their r al beast for now. The Mational Resistance From, In |I|r|| xn.umj stint II e Talibhan have sought to
PRI T posver i1 abul sl brogrhn back old thee priimary arr-Taklbus groap, remains seak, i
Fiaairrea herween Pakistam and Afighangstan, ren Sanly juhny wirh e leadership in exile in Tajiklssan. The
neighbours divided by 2 disguted Taliban's most serivus miliary diallengs comes
240 kilomseire bordes, vt centre of From the Islamic Siare-Rhomsan, s mmsnational | repoessive polices st home that led o tes
rerronist outfit that threarens reggonal securiry. bl bt their apen alliance with al Il.mda
Mumsia has ovnally recopmised e Taliban, and | This time, ey bave adopted 3 mure pr.
China haas exchanged ambassadors with Kabul. posture. [n public, their leaders imsist that HIE\
] ‘will riat allw transnssional groops o use Afhan
B enay noot b 3 cpineldence har Pakistan Lomgterm risks territory Yet, this daes ot mean that the Tahar
bamibed Kbl eardier i October, just a2 Tallbun Wil recognivion of the Taliban could alow Teave gennungly severed des with such proups.
Femeign Kinister Amir Kban Suttaci was visiting india 1o fasttruck cooperstion with the regme, ‘The Hacppani network, which b lang
tnddin, r. Mutais visit, the highest level contars Further deepening Pakistam's ansteties, wndd | msintained chose tes with 8l Qaeda, & now
bezween the Sunnd estremlst Tallban and Indla, slrufivant Jong-term riske, The Tallban, | deeply integrated insu the Taliban establishmsent,
s thee clearest iedicanion yet thar boehs siides ane b rmen el o the anarchy of the Afphan According (o revent report by o Unised
ties Indin b [ civil war in the easy 19905, have ot Naticins Security Cooncil monitaring group, the
upgrade e tectmical izt in bl v a full Funidamergally changed. Nor bave they ever “Taliban have allowed al-Coeda v consolidate
vty and resume sulled nfrasruemine il eladmied to e chirged — ether Meakiphcally oe - “thruogh sifie bocses and traimiog comps
wellire profects with M. Iuttag) gvig his proacscally. teresd acrerss Alghanista”, 1f potes du the
assurarce hat the Taliban regime *will ot allow T b saare, thie Taliban e it e unly “Taliban remain “the primary partser of 20l
Y EEC 10 A oer erritory aging ochers voralirian regime in the worki, and states, even fometgn terrarkst grosape aperating in
The case Lor engagement is well known, When demoralss, shold do diplonascy with dilkerent r\lﬂ:.illls‘.nu'. IIMMM‘»&. Pabdstani
the Takitan, then backed by Pakdstan, returned i political systems. But the Taliban's votalitar Talibai, i shkar-e-Taib
Kbl in August 2021, India, which hikl hacked i distinet. it i perbaps the only regime that hars ﬂu'];ahmi' Movement of Uzbekistan, The enly
ari-Talfhan fiorces in the 1990s, Eed the i frurn attencling, school bevorud the primary | excepton & the ishmic Stte-iharasin, which
prospect of Josing the influence it had built in Tevel. [t has enforced strict segregation between oprposes Taliban rub i
Ahanistan ever the predans peo decades, Thi it and Wt in pbic spiees, and & [ p——
cquestivn befare New Delhi was whether to il woemen from workplices. The regime, an imene s sicurity theces 1 Afshanistun's
renain engaged with e new vubers or distance headed by its rechusive Kandahar-based supeems the wider region. Bt if
Ieself Erom them, Ieadier Hibadtullah Akimindzada, and nn by the danvestic pressures mownt, and the Talian®s grip
Kbl Tilihan, hiss maintained high leves o on penwer weakens, these networks could easily
India’s nepressionala i when the econony Ein rerface, berause they laven't gren up fhir
|¢m|-iLvs|\m.ms.1|kll1 s thees: objectives worh m tha case, the
when it eoes t dealing with Afghanisan, Piss, contracted by r||||nc| oo i ~a||'1.lb1 T.||||\|'| enemy’s enemy may well Iuln-llt tohe Tnidia's
it had srvested soane §3 blion in Afghanistan seized power, .5 million Afghan ey 100,
breween 2001 and 202 - atfer the collapse of the almes hall the pepailatn — euire I recogises e Talban regime and
first Taliban regimie. it seeks ta proteet those mumummnn hiia vesr. Th il allowa the sv-called Tdamie T
Ivestnests, and build on the goodwill it carmed the workforce and education will I Iy New: mllul.rmrmuu R the
during the pesiod. Secand, unfike m the 195%0s, hm\-n\nbunn and sacial consequences. While avee fomng sought. It
Few Dedhd dhoes not want Alghan soil 1o be used the Tafiban chiim o have improved seourity aver wanakd alsa strengthen the Talian's regional
by stk India millanes. Third, 1 does pat want the the past faur vears, they hase also sversoeen 8 srancling and promp meee coemaries 10 do the
Taliban to beconse an exiermal ann of Pakisian's pear-cullpse of the ecompny. same. But such a move would alsa shat one of the
carabihanent, which woukd ghe il Lzt checibel represton mnd moantlig Tiew renvesivng winelirss Mew Dl caon presss the
Bslamabad Mawlpinl serategic depth in the While engaging | econamic dismess, it & far from cermainthathe | Talihan b reform, Rather than parsiing
Fegion, As an bndian dipiona tokd s writer i the regime, -r||ly |"5|i|n<' af the Taliban has shart-term realpolitik India shovld adope 3
321, oo after 11 Talihans recondgoess, “Tifia both bitaterally el pawer in Afglni ||r|d-|lvl|| ateyic approach, Taced with a hostile
wontld ket csprdine the autaeony of the Taliban |y turouph mﬂlllnn[(ln'plllllm hn«llvllm Imm " ez thee berder anid a enllapsing
Erom b masters” To meet these goaks, India e I emllcun_\ at honse, the Talilan need Bdias
s e o a policy of conalitional und gradul | TeEAOTAL andd the erly 000, after |I|-I'L.A|'_>.m'«wnqq»hd assistureee far more than Wndli needs the
ergagement with Taiban 2.0 It ional and the Salamile Repablic was raking shape, While eigaging the retme, hoeh bilsteralty and
I Mg’ visis o Kew Deli and the mechanisins, Alghansstam engoyed a pesind ol relative calmand | through repicual aned intermatioal mechinisms,
discsinn 1o upgrade the Indim missian in Kabal SNew Delhi must Tt the couniry had New Delhi must urgs the group 16 respect it least
o am embassy sigzes: that India s expanding the | ygge (e group ards dem isas the fundamensal freedoms of the Afghan peaple
scupe oF this conditional engumt, Te 0 Ceapeet ad socio-eonoois mudermston, Bul i ves anlya 1 Dnde's interests lie in stability in Afglanistn.
dranutic deterioration in Dakistan T i ) enabter o time befre the Tabbuan re-smenged Mghanistan's stability will wkiately depend on
relutions adds a new geapalitical dimension fram the mounta ins of Pakistan's tribal el ro ecomamic recovery, palitical mehsion and
Indis appraach. These developmenns have fundamencal regicnal msegration - nat on the Taibams guns.
prwlpl:d calls fus Tnclia o e Laster i freedams of the ke 2y it the Talibun bl
the Taliban rezime. there is, | Afghan people contral aver Afishanistun. (& sty s i cuim

MBI § YR & J0Ha® Ie=d
YR BT SBIRAN Al T T Sl gRT e &
Teh. 2001-2021 & sta AfHfd fee NI 3R TegradT Bt & ST
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3 ILT0I ) U 3 & oY, 71 el ¥ U it 3IR Hferses Sera &1 TRl fhar § - aifera g & e
B IY FC foHT SUP WY Hudh §E G|

&=t wfasfterdar & wimAERa s

1 R Feul SR BT &7 & 3R SKAMIEIE & gaTs gHdl Tied UTfdbdH-arfera gae & giferar fiRae 3 Y-
oI el o1 gad fear § | e & Uit | Tl BT &Tal H- 3R YR & 1Y JgaR Gael &I T & Y,
T2 foech & U YT e e TeT 8 | aifera & facer Tt SR W HaTes! &1 YRd I 3R YR & HIgd iR
DI YIS TR HT (01 T 78X IS B! ST &

gTaifer, A 3R =9 S S 3 1™ & Ty [oigal B [T &1 € a1 SAHT SMeH-VeH far §, afdd yRd 3
SMueTies AT S ¥ WRES 3 § - Seaiiere Sifawt I Sfamd g

SN A=l & sifedq

. d9IR® HORAT SR H: dIfaa 3o Heudt e § saRafad gar 8, Afearst ot e, o1t &k
Trdoie IR R B3R Tfase arg w8
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SBIET & dIferaT™ IR & Ufd URd 31 Hifd & ey A it sy ) iR sifse:
1. HRd A B9 § TIfre TRBR B M= 0 AR ¢ & 71
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STad Fy A | HI-I1/A & /2
(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3R : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY : YRd DI dlieid o 1Y STt B Il dfded 38 - ol ol Mgl | SR H HRd & UM,
e 3R Rem fal & iTelies B 39 By W gdf S| (250 2eq)
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
Y : BT &1 THER] § 3@ ¢ TR b= 3 & Wgy #, Fraferf@d sy w faaR #3:

%;gﬁe;mﬁﬁamﬁm%mmwumﬁﬁ$w%ﬁwwEﬁif-sﬂifquwﬁw
|

2. 98 Y8 TahH HXP §RT 2020 & a1 N2 Hifsar & sqarg &1 guid & & fore 1T mam o7 |
3. Enshittification T8I ¥U ¥ SR Ufaeasf, faf o 3R Iudierdl a0 & SRl g |
ST YAl A | DI-91/3 T 8/?

(a) P 1

(b) $ad 1 3R 3

(c) $ad 2 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

I: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UH: IR HIST RITHIH & &R0 PI A+ H wfaegel], o aae sk IuanTaal G1faqdm<ul o YfHeT IR =@d] & | HRd
A 3R IUAITEHdl-dbisd fSied wehid &8 YT R ThdT 872 (150 eq)
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Growing
Indian women

power on
global ships

T. E. Raja simbhan

Meet these illusmrious Indian women s
st lndun women to serve as chief

pa from sed Kislkains
Sonall Banerjee, Indias firse
engineer; Parvatly Ralakshimi, a naval architect
and Cape. Radhika Menon of Capain Synergy
Ship Manasement.

At last week's India Week 2025 held
in Mur arers were
feliciated for being leading industry torel
bearsrs to woo budding talent, and help in
increase the number of Indian women scafarers.

According to dara by the Directorate General
of Shipping, In 2021, thers were 1600 hdian
W s globally. This number Increased
y G000 by the end of 2024, T1 s boen
like Centre’s INtervention to ensare
nore wornen join the maritime industry,

e 1d global shippng lines” diversity on
nard the ships.

Positive trend

Data from 2021 1o 2 i i o5 prositives trend
i wzs il officers

promath, reflecting the inere
maritime sectar to female professionals, says
Directorate General of Shipping, which manages
Indian sed T globi

Om the Increase in the number of women
seatarers, fapr. Radhika M.\nnn says the reasons
include of
sealirers MO Wormern, ruic mudc.l plomeers,
aupport o industey and regalstory boedic
polictes for promotion of conducive 3 mnqpi—c-rc'
for women on 'Lmuld scholarships and

Maersk, the rise
= nbe
atlon of factors. Th
ry-wide focs sn div
CRETIINENE |nn|.mu~<

number of wor
arrribuced o o combl
include preater indus:
and nchision,
SUPPOTTNG WORen, grow
NI COreens among w
shiphoard policies that m.r.uuo safer and monm
SUPPOrHVE Working emAronments.

Maersk launched the "Egual At Sea” initiatve in
2022 which saw remarkable success with It in

: cafarers, tacile
uncler-representation of women
rers and fster an coosystem acioss
it sector o improve gendere

- he programme inites industry
stukeholdlers ona commen plators, s

o TN YHTT: FAATH, T8 3R T4 O 31 Goy-UeT &t § affies IuT=aT & fore IaReE & &0 & &1 dHval
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TR 7 : YR W Gt &7 ¥ giyerst @ uritet & weu ¥ Fufafed sy w faar Fifvw:
1. 2021 3R 2024 & s YRR A A1faw! Bt Weam § TIHT IR A 3 83 ¢
2. et & s dfftes fafaedr &1 sgrar <1 & fore arfe &1 ged te It Ugd YRE @1 18 2
3. STETORT! HRIHGRICR dfyd TR R YR AIfdd! & Yeed & fae fieR 3
SUdad HYHI | | DI AT 9L 72
(a) AT 1 3R 2
(b) $ad 2 3R 3
(c) Had 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3

UPSC Mains Practice Question




L

N

B NITIN SIRN

JUoon ooooon

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis

The vision of Model Youth Gram Sabhas

Sabha holds a significance that is as

fundamental as that of the Lok Sabha or
Vidhan Sabha. Yet, the Gram Sabha, the
constitutional cornerstone of grassroots
democracy, remains an unsung hero in popular
conversations and civic awareness. Unlike the Bal
Sansad (Children’s Parliament), Youth
Parliament, and the Model United Nations, the
Model Youth Gram Sabha is an unfamiliar
concept for most. Yet, it is in these village
assemblies, not the grand chambers of
Parliament, that democracy finds its purest
expression — direct, participatory, and
accountable.

Article 243A of the Constitution, introduced by
the 73rd Amendment Act of 1992, defines the
Gram Sabha as the foundation of the Panchayati
Raj system. [t represents every registered voter in
a village and empowers them to deliberate on
budgets, development plans, and governance
priorities. This institution embodies participatory
democracy, empowering rural citizens to shape
decisions affecting their community, fostering
transparency, accountability, and inclusive
development. But despite its revolutionary
potential, participation remains minimal,

l n India's democratic architecture, the Gram

Why aren’t Gram Sabhas aspirational?
Ask any young person if they dream of leading a
village or becoming a Sarpanch, and you will
likely be met with a puzzled silence. The
educational curriculum largely focuses on Lok
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections, parliamentary
governance, or global models such as the United
Nations. It remains silent on the Panchayati Raj
institutions that form the bedrock of Indian
democracy. This absence from classrooms has
turned the Gram Sabha into a distant
administrative concept rather than a living

]

Sushil Kumar
Lohani

A 1955 batch IAS
officer of the Odisha
cadre and currently
Additional Secretary
in Ministry of
Panchayati Raj,
Government of India.
Email: s.lohani@nic.in

CEO-fspirational
EBharat Collaborative,
Firamal Foundaticn.
Email: manmohan@
gandhifellow-ship.org

If the Model
United Nations
cultivates global
citizenship, the
Model Youth
Gram Sabha can
nurture civie
pride and local
lcadershi
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UPSC Mains Practice Question:

democratic experience. To build a ‘Viksit Bharat’,
the Gram Sabha must be positioned as
aspirational, empowering rural youth, women,
farmers to lead at the grassroots, shaping
development and democracy. This reguires
embedding Gram Sabha simulations into school
and college curriculum,

It was to bridge this gap that the Ministry of
Panchayarti Raj, in collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, Ministry of Tribal Welfare and the
Aspirational Bharat Collaborative, launched the
Model Youth Gram Sabha in 2025. Simulating real
Gram Sabha processes, students play the roles of
Sarpanch, ward members, health workers, and
engineers discussing village budgets and
development plans. The programme is supported
by teacher training and ofters incentives such as
prizes and certificates to encourage enthusiastic
participation. The exercise transforms abstract
civics into lived experience, cultivating local
governance knowledge, and making democratic
participation concrete and engaging for the
future generation.

In Phase 1, the Model Youth Gram Sabha is
being launched in over 1,000 schools across 28
States and eight Union Territories (UTs). These
include more than 600 Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas, 200 Eklavya Model Residential
Schools, and select Zilla Parishad schools in
Maharashtra. A team of 126 master trainers is
leading nationwide teacher training. So far, 1,238
teachers from 24 States and UTs have been
trained. More sessions are in progress.

Prior to the national rollout, successful pilots
were held at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
Baghpat in Uttar Pradesh and Eklavya Model
Residential School Alwar in Rajasthan. The
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Sitapur, in Bundi
district, Rajasthan, became a living classroom of
democracy as more than 300 students

participated in a Model Youth Gram Sabha. In
Phase 2, the initiative intends to expand beyond
central institutions and Zilla Parishad schools to
include all State-run schools across India.

From simulation to transformation

In a democracy such as India, active citizen
participation is not just a right but a
responsibility. If the Model United Nations
cultivates global citizenship, the Model Youth
Gram Sabha can nurture civic pride and local
leadership. By being introduced to the Panchayati
Raj systems, students are better able to
understand the rights and responsibilities of
citizens in a democratic setup. The experience of
conducting debates, passing resolutions, and
negotiating consensus instils critical life skills.

This model has the potential to redefine civic
education. By expanding it to all schools and
colleges, India can make participation
aspirational again, A future IAS officer or
parliamentarian who once “chaired” a Youth
Gram Sabha in school is more likely to value the
power of local governance in real life.

The vision of Viksit Bharat cannot rest on
policy alone. It depends on citizens who see
governance not only as the government's
responsibility but as a shared civie duty. The
Model Youth Gram Sabha is more than a
classroom exercise; it is a seedbed for demaocratic
renewal.

When young people learn that their village
meeting is as vital as Parliament, democracy
ceases to be an abstract system — it becomes a
lived culture. And when every child in India
grows up believing their voice matters at the
Gram Sabha, the dream of a truly participatory,
selfreliant, and compassionate nation will no
longer be a distant aspiration. 1t will be the
everyday rhythim of Indian democracy.
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73d Tfaur W=NeE ATy, 1992 & A1y § YRR fae™ & 3w 243U & dgd UReiedd UTH [, Taradt el
U Bt i S § 3R HRd H IeHTT dibda & IR BT UfafRfid Bl 81 gTdiifep, STHIMT TR UR I T YR
B & J1a5[g, 3UB! HH RIS B 7T § IR IHHT HH IUNT fovar a1 g |

T R BT GR B & o, Garadt I FATer 3 e 3R SIS Aral & HATEa & Ggan ¥ 2025 B Hisd gaT
H FUT (MYGS) T8d & B! | 3T Ugd HT 3539 &0 IR & HaR T8 IUT & SRIATg! BT SIHR0T B
TR YR &Y GASiTad ST 3R garsii & dia Aidbdid el &l Rfd &1 5|

HRAH Apdd & UTH HHT BT HEd

o AUTAS SR TG 243A UTH JHT BT ole, famr Aiorrsil ofiR wTg I mrufisrdrsf wR faar-
fgmef A 1 SR a1 |

o TeUT Mevda Bt Aiia: T8 ANIRS! &) ol ax & e yrr o, I & uReRfdr, Sareee! 3tk FHafar &
gIa1 3 Pt HfA AT g |

o TIBRId YR ¥ Jem@: AR URd (ARG YRA) I ABR B & AT T Had HiciTd JURI D1 Sa=aavdl
g dfcw it TR W afseg Al Sema &t ot o 31

AT ITH THTE SATHI&THD ) T8l &

T, ARG SIFRESHl BT HIT: TG o 3R Dokl J&T U H AHTH], IAsTTHT SR TG AP oiell I8 3R I
T WREI3T TR T Hisd B €, STafh RAF W-TRBR TR UT3ushH H IUfdd 38d § |

QY. APl YRUT: a1 AT ATTE & HHi TTH TR TR ged b1 3@ & - O fob TR0 U1 aTS Y& ST - HgaTebiai
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