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‘The answer (0 whether tig-
ers "reside” in Goa de
pendds on who is asking the
question. The Goa Govern-
ment, earlier this year, ar-
gued before a Supreme
Court-appointed commit-
tee that there was *..no
permanent presence of g
ers” in the State.

However, in a separate
matter concerning a dis.
pute invalving Goa, Karma-
taka and Maharashtra over
the sharing of water from
the Mahadayi river in Goa,
it stated the opposite.

“..The State of Goa
states that there is evi
dence to show that tigers in
Goa are not merely tran-
slent animals, but are a re-
sident population, and the
forests around  Chorla,
Mann and Kankumbi com-
prise a contiguous tiger
landscape corridor, to the
Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Karmataka to its
south-east and the Anshi
Dandeli Tiger Reserve w its
south that has around 35
tigers." The latter appears
in a 2018 report of the Ma-
hadayl Water Disputes Tri
bunal. “Thus, were the
flow of Mahadayi river to
be impeded,” Goa argued,”
it would impact the prey
base as well as tger
ecosystem™

‘The issue of tiger pre-
sence (or absence) in Goa
has come to the fore fol
lowing the Goa govern-
ment challenging a July

Goa government does a U-turn on
‘permanent’ tiger presence in State

The Gea government says only three t gers were found through

2023 order of the Bombay
High Court that directed
the State to declare the
Mhadei sanctuary and oth-
er connected regions - as
recommended by the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA, the no
dal Central body tasked
with overseeing tiger con-
servation) a “tiger re
serve’  within  three
months,

The Goa government
filed a special leave peri-
tion (SLP) in the Supreme
Court challenging this or-
der. Its core arguments in
the SLP are that, as per the
NTCA guidelines, an area
of 800,000 sq. kms
would have to be declared
an inviolate space for a tig-
er reserve. The area alrea-
dy under protection in the
State, in the form of parks
and sanctuar
10 745 sq. km.
to declare an area larger
than the already protected
area an inviolate space
would be an aberration.

camera tapping’ during the NTCA survey of 2018, #1

Secondly, the area that
would have to be declared
a tiger reserve had a “huge
population™ of about
1,00,000 individuals
spread across several vil-
lages. Given the paucity of
alternative areas to settle
them and the ‘unwilling
ness” of this resident popu-
lation, the move could
translate to social unrest.

In terms of tiger pre-
sence, it argued that only
three tigers were found
through ‘camera trapping'
during the NTCA's tiger es-
timation survey of 2018
There was “no evidence"
that these tigers were “resi-
dents™ of the area; there
were no cubs or young ani-
mals either.

“The protected area is
only a corridor whereby
the tigers transit from Mah-
arashtra to Karnataka or
vice versa, and the area of
Mhadei is only a roure,
which is used by tigers o
transit,” the State argued in
its petition. “Such 'transi-

tory presence’ of tigers in
Mhadel was due to very
few deer (as prey), and
thus, declaring  Mhadel
Sanctuary as a reserv
would not serve any signif-
icant purpose,” it said.

SC seeks report
The Supreme Court, this
September, directed a Cen-
tral Empowered Commit-
tee of the Union Environ
ment Ministry to hear all
the “stakeholders” in the
matter and submit a report
in “six weeks." The Com-
mittee  has  reportedly
sought an extension to file
this.

The case traces back to
2011, when the Centre and
the NTCA made multiple
requests to the State of Goa
to notify Mhadei Wildlife
Sanctuary (WLS) and cer-
tain other adjacent areas as
4 tiger reserve. But this did
not happen.

In January 2021, four tig-
ers were found poisoned
following which the Goa
Foundation, a non-profit,
filed a perition for the re-
gion to be declared a tiger
reserve. Doing so puts the
onus on the State to im-
prave protection messures
for  conservation  of
animals.

On September 8, 2025,
after counsel for the Goa
Foundation informed the
top court that some propo-
sals for resorts were being
approved in the proposed
tiger reserve, the court
stayed all such activity till
final order and jui
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e 2011 % §IC §, H% 3R TN G
T fgfrd & & Rl &t g1
o STHl BT AR & IR-IR W1&T e & Fracig Mar A AR AHRGEAT § Res b g
. %%aﬁwaﬁwmaﬁasmwaaw,mmwmﬁﬁmﬁmm
|
o T 2023 T S1E 3 WRATAT A Ml &I 3 HeH & iR 39 &85 &1 <R Rord 9iftd &= &1 fdw e
o TNAT Y MY ! THUAT & SIRY ot HIE & e ot 2|

2. Mar & faRierurd fRufa
Ug 1: Ward <ArTed gRT fAgaa |fifa & awer (2023-24)

“Tar § a9} 31 Pis R IufRUfS T8 71

2018 & TSI H¥R1-¢u d # Rtk 3 a1 31 FHe fowan ma|
YT IS QTGP Ul (0000 D000 — |

IS &7 bad T GRITHA TR g, Farg =i =1

fRufa 2: et o faare =TT (2018) & FHE

o Tar # &g Rardt § 7 7 daa & |
o Wes-Hirg-3ieh-giieh ue afafed arg uiey s=mar 2|
o TgIed Ad & yarg & ®is 1t geama arg uikfufas! a3 &1 JHum uganem|

fAfgard

Y SR T U1 Il § T 2 I TWRBR A A1 ST AL & YR W UiRfRufdds et & ged Jabt
& - o faare s yfi-guan fofa

3. 23R od & faare wiar 9t vavadt & ger ad
A. TTRFRIfa® YR Igya

o TTERITU & fo=nfAe=n & SUR ergiR ford & fore 800-1000 7 frarfier &= Ft sa<admdr gidt 3|
o TG BT W& & Had 745 ¥ fbHl §, SURIT "SrIcaio-1g &= ! -1 off Thal g |

B. ITHINTS 3R U=~ MUR

o TR & T AHIT 1 RG T 8 B
o AT R WA § IR THar S g §
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ot oot
o HIRTE ST 3R UMD Sl bl SMRIh] |

C. AP YR
o AAH HIRT-CY T, WG| 1 BT |
o P RGR MUR (FS 01|
o &F DI RXod AT B W "HIs AEAYU! I TRT -T8] §1TT” |
4. $g-3y Tfaeiiadar 3R e e
A B¢ ¥ Bl iR U iy @i o gt get @t Sffe Bea &1 Fdw fear 81
et 3 ot R Oiv & forw ok g9 w81
o 20 sreTerd A uRaTfad smRférd & o et fmfor oiik Reate defvat wR sifod e o @ A T a8l
g AT Aftpaar & fFufeafad § ISR #=d1 8:
o TfaRUr TR
o Told gral | I SRISaT G BT
5. TY% YgiqRur 3R oA fAfgard
A. TiRfRufa® ey

o U &A% I U HE@yul Ho! a1 §
o TG S=guATd (@Hicd)
o SiR-gicel TR Red (@lea)
o TEIeS SSUATY (M)
o 5t oft fords T ufyeht gre & a7l Bt TSR] BT TWaRT B Wbl ©, S A Sig fafdedr slexic 81
. Ar9-geia TUY SR AeIi® fReR

o T URA H RMIARUI T faareRug TeT &1 g3 § (Aadre, TRhT, ATRed H 4T ST ) |
o OMEARR SR Umfior SToffasT & WY TREUT SHIGRT B! Tgfad HRAT U Tgeayqul [ g a1 g% ¢

C. ITST UredTe+
o TR Red it s @ Fefafad e @:

o I B fad awur
o W& YH-IUINT ufddy

o 3
o« I




D. IRITTd Y,

o & HEI IR YHIRI STl T
o T ToiRdl GRT IRER fariedt gferar
o 3fedH AT A&l BT 34T
o NTCA Rywifeen o fom it y=mafe ufafeean

eI

a1 egTR ford faare faswmras mufiamdrsl, mikfRufe siariarstt ok Jeifae TomTst & o e a-ra &1
ST 51 7T & fARIYTHTR a9 vafaRer Goheharel H URGRN, faq-3numid siebad o sMavadhdl i J@ifdbd Hd
g i 31 31 9a @) AR T8 YAFT S BT 3R USH HRa § [ 919 W0 & Hhad Y- gfadr &
o uifRUfde srdedr & fAfgd 81 sifom fofa Yyad: te Heayul fema s/ w0 3 sl & SHg e o
% R Told TREUT IR BT B4 ST eI AT AT AT faR1e AT AN

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: HIRd H 919 JR&0 sgawT & HeH H, FAufeafaa sy wR faar sifvme:

1. AP ST9 TR UIYHROT (TACHIY) TR Rofd I ST RIS R Fobdl &, AfbT PHad Iod WHR gl 39
Sifergfrd HR Tebdll B

2. TR NG ST D90 A & T SR &7 § Tt 717a B Waiferd U ¥ RIFART S B S1aRaehd gl o
3. gfiA P vRaTfad ereR Rord &t o arfrfoues nfafafer w Aw & gdbdr |

SR & A FH A1/ FUT T /87

(a) Pad 1 31R 3

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

() Had 1

(d) 1,2 3R 3

31N : a)
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

WY AT <R RoTd ATAe H GHiH PIC & gxdaT & ded H YRd B g-goiid TR&0N HI AR HR- H ARUTIere] Bt YT
TR T B (150 TeT)

Page 03 : GS 3 : Science and Tech / Prelims

HRd 3R ST FgaM-5/cgUd [H & HIETH J S0 SdRel TgaNT bl 7o PR 3¢ 5, ol 3R IR ST §RT bl ol
) U Tgad I YdIg 90 Ugd 81 U S Wi S ufafAftrsd o) 3eRt gfaurstt &1 g1a & § SRT dgdt
YRA-STUT b1 AreiaR! iR HRd & Heardpiel deawiiers s aea ol gxifdr g, s 9% Tir-araw firwe ok
2040 T IGAT R TH YR B o1 AT 8| T8 TN Sieg-3 (AT 3R dd-idh), YRA-SIIT e 3R siafees
e & fore Fgaqul g1
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Japanese delegation visits ISRO to review
status of Chandrayaan-5/LuPEX mission

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A Japanese delegation re-
cently held discussions
with the senior leadership
of the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
and visited the facilities of
the space agency to review
the status of the Chan-
drayaan-5/LuPEX mission
and  explore future
opportunities.

The Vice-Chair of Ja-
pan’s Cabinet Committee
on National Space Policy
Saku Tsuneta called on IS-
RO Chairman V. Narayanan
on November 21 to discuss
the status of the Chan-
drayaan-5/ LuPEX, which
is a Joint Lunar Polar Ex-
ploration mission between

@ faxauor
1. IS5/ URT FT 82
AU (R UIeR TR fHRF) 3ERY 3R SITe™T 1 U Ty e B

32T d% aferft g & Uy REft U ¥ SRifed &5 (PSR) HT T AT, et U &t 9t Aielg W I 8|

IS Ae:

o dg IS (FAVTHR U BT g B |

oot booooon

I i |
Progress check: The Japanese delegation with ISRO Chairman V.
Narayanan at the headquarters in Bengaluru. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the ISRO and the Japan Ae-
rospace Exploration Agen-
cy (JAXA).

The Chandrayaan-5 Lu-
PEX mission is the fifth
mission in the Chan-
drayaan series of lunar
missions to study the lunar

o YA YUTT & fa=ivar aarsu|
o IAfY® 38 &3 | det 3afY & JATA BT &0 BN |

volatile materials, includ-
ing lunar water, in the vi-
cinity of a Permanently
Shadowed Region in the lu-
nar South pole.

According to the ISRO,
the mission will be
launched by JAXA onboard

its H3-24L launch vehicle,
carrying the ISRO-made lu-
nar lander, which will car-
ry the MHI, Japan-made lu-
nar rover.

The ISRO is also respon-
sible for developing a few
scientific instruments for
the mission.

The LUPEX will be a
precursor to the ISRO’s lu-
nar sample return mission
and for sending the first In-
dian to the moon by 2040.

The Japanese delegation
also explored potential op-
portunities to work togeth-
er in the field of robotic
arm for space stations,
launching of scientific sa-
tellites, and in supporting
researchers and private
companies from both na-
tions for joint activities.
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Hfaq RO A A T 21
2. SHR 3R ST @Y e

STUH (JAXA)

o THRM BT 3T H3-24L Wl 6 WR i B
o THTESNE MR 5 AR TS B
HIRT (F¥R)
o T ofeR fasfd B
o O & fore e A SuesRull @ fEeTg S|
o AfTRE, AT FEAv SR ag HaTe &1 Hared S|

el &1 a8 fauTeH e dd-ie! Xfadal & UefRid FHRal 8 - STuH &1 Iad URI-fte &mdr 3R URd &t Rig
ISUAEEISEGI

3. YU 3R Ay Hea
A. UIRd @t UfTw &Y 95 dgareiensi o derar

e LUPEX 39 3Ugd & &U § HH BT
o HRd &I g T arodt fiwe, 8iR
o 2040 % U R SHaRel A ST dgHT TR AT (Wi b g1l 81 & 9Ivon &1 715 9) |
B. 3f¥e urifiraman
o Tzl ya Hiasy 7 Rt <ig IuRfd & forg v T R B
o AR 99 IR T URd 3N I% STt TreHl & YR A & e ufaeyf w1 3@
o U fORM URA SR STUH &1 39 Y-IeHifad iR 37e gl & Aogd Tganh fRauRe! & & ¥ 3@dT g
C. HIRA-SITUT SARET ATGRT BT Torgd ST



o Jiafty WyHl & foru Aeifes sig fawm|
o TS W & HILHH ¥ dq1e IUUE! BT &Yl BT

o TgH IIHYM T4 fadra & ol dufal iR ieddiell &1 gadE S

g IS HRA-STAH A=y Y0 3R e Areiait & ST § SR HRG-URId ddb-ie! ikiRUfaews! o &1 Aot
IRATI

4. pe-ifa, Menfe! ok srfma

o T GgAN 3fafel He-iifd & TERT Bl §, Sg HRd e HI U f[ayT-1g, HH A11d, 3 &HdT a1 HRTeR &
g H WId Ha1 3|

o Y fAH™ AT HTd 8, SHRAH HH HRT § 3R AR & 91T g |
o THTfAd fUqsier: JAaifeay, o gomer, TS, Tl fagm, srieif-e ae-ie |
L1 in |

STt wfafAfirdesd o ae deam-5/gue HRihH B U Agayul ded § 3R HRd-STUT Sfafkel 9gan &1 uRgedr
@ oI ¥ 1 T iy T padt I ydia SFaw0r F YRA 31 a1 emdreil & 9g1aT 3, Sfeh AMa 9% fI=M SR T
o S efepiferes Yurifae SEeal | Hft dhrer A 7 1 HRA & T, LuPEX Se-iifa, Trenfiies) 3iR Aewresian & fargor
o1 ufafifiic T § - S 39 ufasy ) =g srforawr 3R sialer I # T T fadrel a4 & Hd o ST 8|
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Y :WPEX (DOD0O 0000 000000000000 0000) 00 000000 000, 000000oood
O00000WROOOOO oooO:

1. 000 00000 00 H3-24L 00000 000000 W 00000 0000 000000
2.0000 00 000 00000 JAXA 000000 000000 0000 00 000 000
3. 0000 00 0000000 0000 000000 0000 000 0000 000000
0000000 000 00 000 00/00$Y00 00/000?

(a) 0000 1

(b) (1110101 1 3R

(c) 010101 2 3B

(d) 1,2 38

0o0000: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

¥ : JO0000000-3 00 0000 000000 OO0 0000 0000 9% 0000 OO0 00000
N00000000000000 00000000 00 00000 00 $iR00000 000000 0000 000000
00000 (250 0OO0O)
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Irrfel Getd 3 Ayufer o & URd & 535 T rnedier (@ ers) & wu § vy o, yufa drodt e 3 =y fears|
P! UaIAfd oiH BIE & ot U Heyul I9g # g3 8, S 90,000 I e AHE! 3R fa=y e+ T (THamEaim)
A S TG YAUTHD AT BT JrH1 B 8T | AU YoIg arelt e et & e ugam S ard Hioteis sid

3 Iudie o1 S ¢ fr a8 T SHW ARG R & Bfgd a3 3R 1% ddb & "URAAr )R IR &4 & 91y
3ETeld BT T B |
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NEW DELHI

ustice Surya Kant
J took oath as the 53rd

Chief Justice of India
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
on Monday.

President Droupadi
Murmu swore in Justice
Kant merely days after Jus-
tice Kant, as a member of
the 16th Presidential Refe-
rence Bench, advised her
that neither she nor the
State  Governors, while
dealing with State Bills, are
bound by timelines “im-
posed” by the Supreme
Court asin the April 8 judg-
ment in the Tamil Nadu
Governor case,

Justice Kant took the
oath of office in Hindi.

Both Chief Justice Kant
and his immediate prede-
cessor, Justice B.R. Gavai,
was recently lauded by Sol-
icitor- General Tushar
Mehta for bringing “In-
dianness™ in the courts.
Mr. Mehta, in his address,
highlighted that their judg-
ment did not refer to fo-
reign precedents of law
and drew their reasonings
from Indian case laws and
legal principles in their ver-
dicts.

Justice S

oot booooon

urya Kant takes
oath as 53rd Chief Justice

All eves on the SIR case and pendency; he is seen as a judge who leans more towards gently
nudging disputes to a resolution over time rather than taking a confrontational approach

the oath of office to Justice

padi Murmu

Surya Kant as the 53rd Chief Justice of India at Rashtrapati Bhavan

Chief Justice Kant was
appointed to the Supreme
Court on the same day as
Justice Gavai, on May 24,
2019.

After the oath ceremo-
ny, in an act of camarade-
rieship and respect for the
office, Justice Gavai re-
served the official vehicle
designated for the Chief
Justice of India for Chief
Justice Kant, ensuring that
his successor’s maiden
journey to the Supreme
Court as CJI was in the offi-
cial car itself.

The Chief Justice is seen
as a judge who leans more
towards gently nudging
disputes to a resolution ov-

er time rather than taking a
confrontational approach.
Justice (as he was then)
Kant had resolved the
farmers’ agitation from the
Bench by prodding both
sides the protesting
farmers and the Union go-
vernment - to the negotiat-
ing table at a critical point
when matters were spirall-
ing with farmers’ leaders
on an indefinite strike on
the borders of Delhi.

Close watch on SIR
Chief Justice Kant's tenure
would be closely watched
for his handling of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) case. So far, the judi-

cial interventions of his
Bench have made the SIR
procedure accessible to ci-
tizens. But it is yet to take
up the basic issue of
whether the exercise itself
is constitutional or not.
Meanwhile, the SIR has ex-
panded from Bihar to its
second phase to 12 States
and Union Territories and
covering 51 crore people.

Justice Kant has been a
part of several impactful
decisions of the apex
court, including the abro-
gation of Article 370 of the
Constitution which re-
moved the special status to
the erstwhile State of Jam-
mu & Kashmir,

Justice Kant was also
part of the Bench which
held the electoral bonds
scheme unconstitutional.
He was a member of the
Benches which heard the
Pegasus spyware case and
suspension of the sedition
law.

The Chief Justice, who
has a tenure of little over a
year till his retirement on
February 2, 2027, has said
his topmost priority would
be to bring the pendency
of over 90,000 cases in the
top court to a manageable
number.

o I a2 fE & wuy of, St Yo TR B YR ywist W SR 2 &1 Udi B

. I g 16 df Ayl Feu dic # 3w yftreT & 91C g8 ©, Tt Si- warg &t o % reuura SR rpufa
oY fA9! DT FUTEd T TS U § T Ts I I &9 781 5|

o I AR HeR a8 &1 W foran, forgiA Udidrds ®u § a8 gHfd foear i snftreiie dierss args
ey wid & oy SR o7 — S TRINTd RIPER &1 T S o |

2. I g=MA: "THd W) JqHIYE"
o T ®id ®I U TR-Ufdgpd BP0 & T ST ST 8, St eahvid ard GevgHaToll TR dTadld SR HeaRdl
U & Trifiear ¢d §
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o IR fhTHl & 3Migie d
ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁm@:ﬁwaﬂﬁaﬁrww
g =PIV 37 a1d B THIFId R Toball ¢ fob a8 faarerug IoHifae ok FauTe faaret &t &d YTedr 8|

3. T 9IS 3R <R aRrgE
SR QST GHH PIC & H3 Udgd bad P 0wl T o
A. 3TS5G 370 FT el
o TH-HIER B YA U B HIfad HA aTel 3iTese 370 B AR B B SRBIR 39 aralt Uis &7
fean|
B. 3A%ERd §is fAvfg
o IATERT 9IS TIHI BT RIS HIR A I Ui &1 f{w|
C. TR TWIEAWR ¥
o TUo & AT Y A WY FRE & SRIUT &t Wad g &1 SH1eT faar|
D. YIST&IE B P e
o [HAR-fAUl &1 U@ fow fS e RO URT 124 T RISIEE) & RIFTT 3@ T
3 hgd TuaTe, MU-gdT, IeHifae fad ek AR Td=ar & o TR uHTa ara Fofal # 396t UiiieRt &1 ISR
A G|
4. TSR ATHAT: I TP A @1 WA arem Jren
W AT ?
o ORI T AterTr (UHIMEIR) T giadl & 9 THM R IATI- ¥ Yefid 3
o f9ER T gF gor 3@ ST AR 12 Isal/dbg i uewt & fbar man B, s 51 s e wnfie g1
Riamait
. G GeThe e A T ¥
o TG
o g wfgaat
o HANIHR Y dfad 14 &1 Javn
o STl gAwar 3R JR&f U
Hotens gd®ia st YRreT
o 3D UG A 3F AP THIMSIHR UichdT 1 SHfUH Jau R URGT a9 W &9 dbisd fbar g1
o VY aTd I8 § o 1 TSR YauTes 87 - Fufy fer s st 8 |
o 3T DB HAGTAT AU SR FAG JURT & HTS HI 3THR M|

5. W3S & w=q § yryfean
A. difad ATHE B $H BT
e 90,000 ¥ 34 AT dfSd B9 P 1Y, IBI- HY USH B U= Fared U1 o775 g |
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ot oot
o 3Of&d I
o UMD BT S8R IUTNT
o mﬁm
o Ul &1 @Rd &

o dHfe® faare IHIYM W SR
B. TR® 9% # WRdHadr
o Y[ Hid 3R L Tas Pt HRATT Brre, FE a3 R R o3, Al e w Adkar sn
HRA P T TR 3 TS 8
C. SRINTd Hogld
o 5l 00 wfdq & ©u o 31 oA 8 S 3 TgHfd B Seral 3T €, o gUR 8 Tl 7
o o9 U™
o HE-I IS FHGH
o  DINTH BT YR BIHBIS

e

539 HioleTs & w0 & ARy YhHid &1 HRIGIA Ub Tgayul &l § ST §, 99 gUiF dic YR dfad 3R Agagul
FaYTe ATHQ! 6T AT B I@T 8 | ! Tl ° MRS el TR AR TR & dhfsed BT, 3R Ioifads =
T HaeT=ia amel & gd Sryd IRIFTd FRRAT, AMd &t gardl 3R Igferd Saute same &1 3R I8 SRS &I
F19 T 2 | I8 T I8 THIATSIR hHGHTI Bl Y THTA & 3R 1P HalTT Bl Tae $d &, I8 YHad: brafad
T 3 JHY Pt faRd o1 gRUINT B

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: U & G red=I (CJ1) & dratad & dei °, Fafiafaa sy w faar sife:
1. iy WSreng & forg uia uret &1 Ffdd sried e axdl g

2. ot 1 Fgfad Tyufa gRT &1 Sl 3 |

3. WSS &1 Fgfaa & foe IRy gwie Jaen=e ¥4 ¥ s ard g

Sudad YAl | | $H-AI/4 W81 8/8?

() P 2

(b) Pad 1 3R 3

() Pad 2 3R 3
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(d)1,2 3R 3

3TR: a)

Page 06 : Prelims
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Navy gets ‘silent hunter,
80% home-grown Mahe

Army chief General Upendra Dwivedi launches warship. says ‘true strength’ of the armed forces
lies in ‘synergy’. adds that Army, Navy and Air Force form ‘the trinity of India’s strategic strength’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

NS Mahe, India’s first
l Mahe-class anti-sub-
marine warfare shal-
low watercraft, was com-
missioned at the Naval
Dockyard by General
Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of
the Army Staff, on Monday.
With over 80% indige-
nous components, the ship
is another step in the In-
dian Navy’s efforts towards
achieving self-reliance, the
Navy said. The induction
was done after long, rigo-
rous trials for over two
years, officials said. Due to
its stealth and unyielding
readiness, INS Mahe's mot-
to is ‘Silent Hunters'.

This was the first time
an Army chief presided ov-
er the commissioning of a
naval warship. General
Dwivedi said that the true
strength of the Indian
armed forces lay in syner-
gy among the three servic-
es.

“In the age of multi-do-
main operations, the coun-
try’s ability to act in con-
cert from the depths of the
ocean to the highest fron-
tier will determine the se-
curity influence of the In-

F

1

INS Mahe, the Mahe-class anti-submarine warfare shallow
watercraft at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai. EMMANUAL YOGINI

dian Republic,” he said,
adding that Operation Sin-
door showcased the seam-
less harmony between the
services.

Major transformation
The Army chief noted that
the force is undergoing a
major transformation,
with joint-ness and integra-
tion serving as key pillars.
“As said by Helen Keller,
alone we can do so little.
Together we can do so
much. So, as a soldier, we
are standing among seafar-
ers... The sea, land, and
the skies from a single con-
tinuum of national securi-

ty. And together, the Army,
Navy and Air Force form
the trinity of India’s stra-
tegic suength,” General
Dwivedi said.

INS Mahe, the lead ship
of eight vessels in its class,
has been designed and
built by Cochin Shipyard
Limited.

It will form the first line
of coastal defence, inte-
grating seamlessly with
larger surface combatants,
submarines, and aviation
assets to maintain constant
vigilance over India’s mari-
time areas of operation.

“Today’s ceremony not
only marks the induction

of a potent new platform to
a maritime order of battle,
but also reaffirms our na-
tion’s increasing capability
to design, construct, and
field complex combatants
with indigenous technolo-

This commissioning will
significantly augment the
Indian Navy’s capability to
ensure near-sea domi-
nance, strengthen the
coastal security grid and
safeguard our maritime in-
terests across the vast ex-
panse of our littorals,” Gen-
eral Dwivedi said.

Listing out the abilities
of the warship, a govern-
ment statement said, “The
ship’s combat suite blends
multiple systems into a
compact yet potent net-
work. She is specially de-
signed to undertake anti-
submarine operations in
coastal and shallow waters.
Fitted with advanced wea-
pons, sensors, and com-
munication systems ena-
bling it to detect, track,
and neutralise sub-surface
threats with precision, the
ship can sustain prolonged
operations in shallow wa-
ters and features techno-
logically advanced machin-
ery and control systems.”
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India’s efforts to clean its air?

Dust pollution is mainly caused by unscientific practices during the development of roads and maintenance; the collected dust is typically discarded
i kandills or on the roadsides, from where the wind easily carries it ack into the cides. rendering the entire process of sweeping ineffective

Chary Tyagl
Swagata Dey

aad dust mainly comprises
P and coarse partices and
foeans  Large share of the air
we breathe. With the National
fk‘al\ Alr Programme (NCAP) alming for &
1% reduction in PN by 20252026,
mluclm roaid dust i< an argent priority.
is reinforced by source
apportionment studies across 17
nar-atndment eities thir have found
road dust 1o be a major contributos w
Py (20-52%) as well as PMo s (8 25%)
. Tl resear| her\ have also

Himachal Pracfesh, Pungab, Rajssthasn,
Urtar Pradesh, and Telangana vary widely
visarvas theis silt loauds, from 0.2 ginv to
1102 s Thellod ives s 149,47 g/im,

Overall, citbes in North india have
eanter silt Toaits and are this dusties
than their southern counterpasts.

L1 response, governments have alnesdy
Irvested heaily in fighting dust. Per
2024 repart by the Centre for Sciene il
Enviromment, 189,711 croce was allocatsd
fo 121 cities beeween 2009 and 2008 under
the NCAT ta imprave alr qualiry. By
November 2023, nearly 64% of the total
fund had been spent on raad dust
cantrol, Bxr more than what wis spent on
tacklimg bioxmiss bur g, vehicular
politivn, and eupaciny-buikbing effocts

\Whales this saiggaests that there's
prioritisation, it's essential 0 assess
effectiveness on the gound.

Policy landscape

Effures to comem] rasd dust have been
wnderway for several years. [ January
i Eavironment Minstry
paification to mitigate duss at
construction stes, mandating paviag and
blackroppirg of roads leading up 10 such
sites. In 202, the ¢ A

the Alr (Prevention aad Canmal of
Tollution) Act 1981 make broal references
10 road dust rmrumm 1L, The

©

Even with 64% of the NCAP fund
spent on maintenance, 29 cities
reported an increase in PMIO

Air
Quality Management i the Nagiomal
Capinal Reglon and Adjosning Areas
(CAQM recammended the establishment
of ‘Dust Control and Management Celis’,
Following statutory directions from the
CAOM, 68 Cells were set up to undestake
acomprehensive set of actons, including
identifying dust hosspots, paving and
sepairing e and roadsices, preenng
central verges and rosdsides, wnd

virg mechanised road-sweeping
machines and anti smeg guns, The CAQM
periodically reviews these activities
However, dust froen rosds and open areas

Waste
Management Kulc\ 2028 doa't outine

specitie regulinions addressing romd dust
control at the national scale, however.
There are ko no standard operating

Of the 68 cities
where loeal PMIO concentration
dropped, 61 were above the
National Ambicnt Air Quality

dipose of the
dust collected by manual and mechanised
SWEEPLI 10 Prevent resus pension.

Jurisclictional paerde

e the NCAP, the CAQM suidelines,

and eiry action plans prioritiss conrrol

options such as paving roads and

yadsites, sprinkling wates, and 0 on,
he

remains a mapor driver of poce .urqu.dnv
in Delhi NCR.

To strengthen its approach, the CAQM
Initiseedd a study called ‘Addressing
vehicular traffic induosd read duse
resuspension for air guality action plans”

Even with 64% of the total NCAP fund
spet on roud repair and maintenance, 29
eities hive reported an increass in PMIY
enncentradions. Of the 65 cicies where the
Jocal PMID conevntration dropped, 61
were abowe the National Antbient Air
Quiity Standst s, pinfiog o the limited

0 2005, 11 the pikit plisse, 24% of R2 km
in

was
poor condition, 42% modera, ad 34%

One maje challenge & frymmented

0 0 1) 3 iy

Jurssdiction.

indard Framework for

Under the NCAP, muricpal

corparations and State Pollution Cortrol

lop .
Cotrolbng Dust Podlution from Roads
and Open Arvas’.

Toards are roquired 1o curb rasd dust. Tn

Both Inmatives recommended mple

practikee, however, the responsibiliy is

activides, ixduding paving and greening,

split across muliphe sgencles. 1o Delhil, 12

for the NCR stites s well as additional

such s digstal mapping of all reads
I Dlbi-NCR and enndicting
camprehensive read candrion sreys.
As is evident, these efforts were
foevsed o0 Delhi-NCR whereas similas
measures and

agencies - including the Municipal
¢

diffused. Operstional constraints add to
the probler. OF DeThi's total road lengih
of 19000 km, uﬂ\‘ R000 ko his been
ideniified for mechanised sweep ing,
Argund 200

development and nsintenance. The
wollected dust is typically discarded in
Lundfills or on roadskies, wheretrom the
wind easily carries it back into cities,
rendenag the entire sweeping process
ineffective,

Dast suppresant chemicals such as
cakam chioride, magnesium chioride,
and natural polymer-based agents (e
Twnosulptiate and bitumen-based
esmailsions) are widely avallable, However,
their effectivensss and i oo sodand
v health aren't well docusnented We
need seientifheally nformed misigation
m-xnnrs, inchuding guidelines for using
dus and seientific disposal

machines (each 40 km/hr)

e lh('lll on

are required to dean
day, Yet the number of such machines In
Dethi i anly 85, This gap & much wider in
other cities, underszaring the need to

e v Sengah nd fioe
maching mappig Reael dust
management guidelives should also be
estabished o diefine thee sppeopeiste 1ype

Addreasi &
m;nmwmmulmmm
time bound appeaach, embedded within
3 Jongterm, sustainable urhan planning
framework

A comprehensive, sclenoe based
regulatory mechanism for cleaner 1oad
o nw\nullm and maintersance,

of cleaning

based on road width. surface type, traffic

oandiclons, debis characterisics, water

vallabity. and seasoal variations
Finally, to cisure i

apen rosdsides and air
quality = critical componens of
nfristrociire development plans, Is
essential

designed and c

better, 3 GIShased platform whulhl be
creared to allow them to monitor and
resulve complaings o real tme, tus
Im;mnmg accountshiliey. Such 4 system

the Delhi o
Autharity, the Centrl Public Works
Department, and the National Highways
Autharity of India - maintain voads.
Similarly, 18 agencies are ivolvwed in Dttar

are needed across Indla. Indeed, the

[Environment {Protection) Act 1986 and

Prudesh, 22in , uncd 16 in
Kagasthan. Withous clearly demssrcated
roles, funds and accountability become

d with existing
..].lwu arfuns, such s the Green Delli App
and swachhata App, to fmpeave
coordination and response.

Pructical measimes
Dust polluten is malnly caused by
umscientific praciices during road

implemented dust control strategies can
stmificantly enbance alr quality, protect
publx health, and belp buikd moge

resilient and livesble cities.

(Charu Tyt & @ seniar assaciate and
Swagata ey hoads the Alr Quality Poltcy
and Outreach team, both of the Censer for
Seudy of Sciene, Technology and Policy
USTER), a rescarcr-based think tomk.
charudec] Ty wlunlnnw
spgata. deygsests
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What does the SC’s advisory opinion imply?

What were the questions raised by the Presidential reference as a result of a judgment delivered in April 2025? What were the key points delivered by the
Supreme Court in its opinion? Should Governors act on the aid and advice of the Coundil of Ministers?

EXPLAINER
Rangarajan.R
The story so far:
he Supreme Court has
provided its opinion on a
Presidential reference made
under Article 143, In its
opinion, it has largely negated the

decision of a two-judge Bench that was
delivered in April 2025.

What was the Presidential reference?
The current reference is the result of a
two-judge Bench judgment in State of
Tamil Nadu versus Governor of Tamil Nadu
in April 2025, that had specified a timeline
of three months for Governors and the
President to act on Bills passed by State
legislatures. The court held that decisions
by Governors and the President on such
Bills are subject to judicial review. It had
exercised its extraordinary power under
Article 142 and granted ‘deemed assent’ to
Bills passed by Tamil Nadu assembly that
were not assented to by the Governor.

The present reference had raised 14
Juesti primarily st ding the
interpretation of Articles 200 and 201, for
the court’s opinion. These guestions deal
with the authority of the courts to
prescribe timelines when they are not
specified in the Constitution. The
government had questioned whether the
actions of Governors and the President
can he made justiciable at a stage prior to
the enactment of a Bill into a law. The
reference also sought an opinion on the
extent of powers that can be exercised by
the Supreme Court under Article 142.

What is the current opinion?

A five-judge Bench of the top Court
delivered its opinion on the questions
raised. It stated that this reference wasa
‘functional reference’, that strikes at the
root of day-to-day functioning of
constitutional functionaries and the
interplay between State legislature,
Governor and the President. Key points of

The Supreme Court of India, GETTY IMAGES

the opinion are summarised below.

First, the Governor has three
constitutional options under Article 200
when a Bill passed by State legislature is
presented for his/her assent, namely (o
assent, or reserve the Bill for
consideration of the President, or
withhold assent and return the Bill to
legislature with comments. Second, the
Governor enjoys discretion in choosing
from these three options and is not bound
by the aid and advice of the Council of
Ministers. Third, the discharge of
functions by the Governor under Article
200 is not justiciable but in case of glaring
circumstances of prolonged and
unexplained inaction, the court can issue
a limited mandamus for the Governor to
discharge his/her function on Bills

resented. Fourth, in the absence of

GS. Paper 2 (ILGIRKICRIIG)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

constitutionally prescribed time limits,
the court cannot judicially prescribe
timelines for action by the President or
Governor. Fifth, the decisions of the
President and Governor under Articles
201 and 200 respectively are not
Jjusticiable before a Bill is enacted mto a
law. Finally, the powers of the Supreme
Court under Article 142 cannot substitute
the powers vested on the
President/Governor under the
Constitution. Hence, there is no
allowance for the concept of ‘deemed
assent’ of Bills.

What are the issues?

The Sarkaria Commission (1987), had
opined that it is only the reservation of
Bills for consideration of the President,
that too under rare cases of patent

unconstitutionality, that can be implied as
a discretionary power of the Governor.
The Supreme Court in various cases
including in Shamsher Singh (1974) and
Nabam Rebia (2016), had held that the
Governors should act on the aid and
advice of the Council of Ministers,
However, in the present opinion, the
court has interpreted these cases to
conclude that actions under Article 200,
with respect to a Bill presented for assent,
fall under the discretionary powers of the
Governor. This has the potential to derail
the legislative intent of popularly elected
State governments.

With respect to time limits, the
Punchhi Commission (2010), had
recommended that the Governor should
take a decision with respect to a Bill
presented for his/her assent within a
period of six months. The court in its own
Jjudgment in the K. M. Singh case (2020),
had stipulated a time limit of three
months for Speakers to decide on
disqualification petitions though no time
Timit has been prescribed in the
Constitution, The verdict of the division
bench in the State of Tamil Nadu case to
provide time limits to Governors and the
President was a purposive and
progressive interpretation of the
Constitution. The current opinion has
negated this position

What can be the way forward?
The underlying disease that has plagued
our federal set up has been the
politicisation of the gubernatorial post.
The Governor acts as an appointee of the
Centre for maintaining unity and integrity
of the nation. However, federalism is also
a basic feature of our Constitution. This
opinion should not become an alibi for
the Governor’s office to thwart the
policies of popularly elected houses in the
States. The Governors should display
responsible urgency in providing assent
to Bills passed by State legislatures.
Rangarajan.R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified’,
He currently trains at "Officers 1AS
Academy'. Views expressed are personal.

THE GIST

-

The current reference is the
result of the judgment in State
of Tamil Nodu versus Goverror
of Tamvi Kadu that had
specified a timeline of three
months for Govemnors and the
President to act on Bills passed
by State legislatures.

v

The present reference had
raised 14 questions, primarily
surrounding the interpretation
of Artictes 200 and 201, for the
court’s opinion.,

v

With respect to time limits, the
Punchhi Commission {2010},
had recommended that the
Governor should take a
decision wath respect to 3 Bill
presented for his/her assent
within a period of six months,
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