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YR & fatem smanT (Election Commission of India) 3 WWW&IUT (Special Intensive Revision — SIR 2.0) &I
%gﬂaw%m% g AT 12 oAt SR FHEiid ue=i & gorm, 5w afferrg, iy §ma, HRa iR ggest
AT T A g1 3T UfhaT & ded 51 HRS ATl Bt TGl Yt &1 JATaH, T 3R AFHIHRUT o

STE

gIaifes, 3H P 39 Ufthan ¥ fhagTa aTex T T § Fifes gl AnTiRapar R (Citizenship Act) 3R TH3MREY
(NRC) ¥ &} oiH ¢ bt Rt 7 Srer wifshan oa 8t 81

EC

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

he Election Com
ission on Monday
ed off the se-

of the special
n of voter
nd Union
Territories, including in
poll-bound  Tamil MNadu,
West Bengal, Kerala, and
Puducherry. The revision
will cover 51 crore voters,

With the announcement
of the second round, the
voter lists of the States and
Union Territories were set
1o be frozen from Monday
midnight.

For now, there will be
no SIR in Assam, sche-
duled to go to the polls
next year, and a separate
order will be issued later.

“Under the € snship

Act, there are separate pro-
visions for ritizenship in

The commission says no SIR in Assam for now,

because of separate provisions for citizenship

TIMELINE

Rolls
revision

= Enumeration start:
November 4, 2025

u Draft electoral rolls
release: December 9, 2025

end:

Phase 2 ofthe
specialintensive

-
December 4, 2025

February T, 2026

® Final electoral rolls

DOCUMENT FROCESS

electors during the
enumeration phass

resisian of
electoral rolis
will be held
between
November
2025 and

February =
2026 across
17 States

and Union
Territories,
covering
51 crore
waters

The first phase

0 Puducherry

UNION TERRITORIES:
Andaman & Necobar
Eslands, Lakshadweep,

® For alectors who
have not returned
enumeration forms,
the boath-level
officer may ide:
prabable caus
as death or duplication
based on an enguiry
from nearby electors
and note the same

® These names

will e disployed

on boards of all
panchayat and urban
local hody offices

Assam. Under the supervi-
sion of the Supreme Court,
the exercise of checking ci-
rizenship is about o be
completed. The June 24
SIR order was for the entire
country. Under such cir-
cumstances, this would

not have applied o As-
sam,” Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
said at press conference.
The exercise will be in
focus in West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu, where the rul-
ing parties - the Trina-

monl Congress and DMK —
have raised concerns. The
SIR will be conducted in
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, An-
daman and Nicobar s
lands, and Lakshadweep.

BT fa=ewor - UPSC Prelims & fo1Q (@ simutfia fdg)

1. SIR (Special Intensive Revision) W%?

EC modifies some
rules based on
Bihar lesson

NEW DELHI

Certain modifications have
been made ta the process
based on the learnings frem
the just- conclieded process in
EBihar. In a notice issued to the
Chiref Electoral Officers of all 12
States and Undon Territories,
the EC sakl ne documents
were ta be collected from
electars during the
enumeration phase. » PAGE &

The first phase of the
SIR was held in Bihar fol-
Towing which more than 68
lakh names were deleted
from the electoral rolls.

Maost States had the last
SIR of the voter lists done
between 2002 and 2004,

and they have nearly com-
pleted the mapping of cur-
rent electors according to
the last exercise.

Voter mapping involves

standardising  addresses
and correcting
discrepancies.

In this phase of the SIR,
the house-to-house enum-
eration will take place for a
manth from November 4 to
December 4, and the draft
rolls will be published on
December 9.

Claims and objections
can be raised from Decem-
ber 9 to January 8. Notices
will be issued, and hear-
ings and verifications will
take place between Decem-
ber 9 and January 31
Booth-level officers will be
trained, and forms will be
printed between October
28 and November 3, The fi-
nal electoral rolls will be
ublished on February 7,

cks off SIR 2.0 in 12 States and UT.s

EC says exercise will be held in poll-bound Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala, and Puducherry

There is likely to be controversy in West Bengal
and T.N. as ruling parties have raised concerns

the poll body said.

To a question on the de-
mands for putting off the
SIR  exercise in  Kerala
where local body elections
are scheduled, Mr. Kumar
said the poll notification
was yet to be issued,

On the SIR in West Ben-
gal, where the ruling Trina-
muool Congress has raised
concerns abour the exer-
cise, the CEC said the Com-
mizsion was doing its con-
stitutional duty by carrying
out the SIR, and the State
government will perform

its duties by giving all sup-
port and  manpower
needed.

Asked whether the poll

dy will give new EPIC
cards to all voters as stated
during the SIR in Bihar, Mr.
Kumar said fresh voter [Ds
will be given to only those
who have any change in
their particulars.
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S sﬂﬁmmﬁ%mmwmﬁrﬁm aﬁwﬁﬁgﬁa‘rwgwmw%
2. SIR 2.0 BT GRRT:
o g 12 AI/BMY. H e — TG, UiEH e, e, ggasl, IR U], 7Y Uex], JSYM,
BTG, M, ORI, HeHH-FPIeR ¢iu T 3R dadiu|
o Pd 51 HIS TGS Dl Hak ST |
3. 9HY-HH:
o TR-TR IATI: 4 TR — 4 G 2025
o STUE Ad UHIRM: 9 faaR 2025
o aId 3R MR 9 fAHeR - 8 St 2026
o y-dlg ShT‘{'Id-HLI"I 9 IC&IGN 31 \SI"ICRI 2026
o 3oy AaCTar It UHRA: 7 BRaxl 2026
4. 39Y P UG i 7@ T2
o 3rH H ANTRGAI B1 AT Ufshal Id 381 8, S JHlH PIC BT AR H 3|
o TIMRITSIR 2.0 ftheigTel 8T @R g I
5. UgA TR (SIR 1.0) T 3IHT:
o TR ™ gamal
o 3UH 68 ARG Y i I I Haarar gl ¥ gl T
6. T HAGIAT UgdT™ U (EPICs):
o $HId 38! AT Bl T HTS AT T fIaRT (details) H Seamd o |

H’@ﬁ'ﬂﬁW—Mains%ﬁl’E

1. SIR 2.0 FT IERY 3R Wgd
o agwmajﬁaﬁm 3 SR Ay a1 &1 fa=n & sew 3|
o sﬂﬁgwﬂ%m&ﬁauﬁ@mswmﬁmﬁmaﬁ?ﬁmwaﬁwmm|
2. T SR RIS Ugd;
o %WW%@W&@H(WQ@@W%
o IUH IS WHRI, FY-TRI SR (BLOs) 3R 310 TR &1 TH-ad S g |
3. eHifa® Hdga=iedr 3R faare:
o WW@Tmaﬁmﬁrulmgmﬁmwmmgl
o Y T ANl ¥ g T & BRI IS fadrg o GHIE a1 g3 3
4. dAEAIDGT R YEUT GUR:
o Voter Mapping, Address Standardization 3R Digital Record Keeping R SR fear s w8
o 3T STl B URGHRIAT 3R fay=iaar get|
5. AT GURT § GRTGH:
o SIR 2.0 ¥ I AT, gd Aardref & AW, 3R gwiidhe Ut & gem | Hee et
o UE Aidpditie ufharsit § SHdl & HRIY &I S dTel HeH gl
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ey (Conclusion)

o SIR 2.0 T AN gRT Y b 1 U BT TR &1 S 3, oTahT Ie=a Hdardl Gal Bl I b1
3R ITH TtHdl AT |1 3H Bl 59H fhargra wnfire 78t forar mar g |

o UE U Had 3R el g YT A | Fafed smanT &t Jaye yffieT ol Ired a1t 81 gTefife,
T IS eI faare, ARG deeht Sfeaany, SR URmifAe gHifaar S9! Gaea=iiadr &1 o gt €|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: AT § | BI19-/ HUT “Special Intensive Revision (SIR)” | Jafed Ta! &2
1. 9% Tdeld Y & Ja19 g Fafem smai gri fasan S arern siftmm Bl

2.2025 BT SIR 2.0 Tt It SR da=miyd o=t § arg gl

3. 3199 &1 ST XA 81 foan o e a5t AR Sftfaw & Siaifd erT urau™ g
gl IR giHT:

(a) Had 1 3R 3

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

() T 1

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Ques: AHdIAD HARIT BT fAYT-IAT Hdardl gdl I Ygdl W FR Bl 5159 HYF & THIRT H A=Y T AT

(SIR 2.0) BT YHHT R =d! SIS (150 Words)

Page 04 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims

FAATER T AT 209 gaf TlRrr RrR g@e § YRd & faew 13 7. vy, saias 3 afye Jusf iR 4Rd &t
f@ﬁﬁgﬂﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmmmﬁaw@ﬁ%mwﬁﬁmﬁ%w%aﬁawwﬁw
R §d fea

SRR A HET fob e TG I Iaq ara I TuY afd @1y 3R Sl YRe $I Wak H STad &, AR § HaU 3
FRA g 3R Y-S SRR 9g1d €, o 7aad I3y (MR Ifga) THIfdd giar 81 319 g o Ywiferd fvan i
WWW%W&HW@TW%@%WMWWWﬁWWﬁWQﬂ% ICEIER
Tae 3% A SR Z31-URfre fas & sfafd|
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India welcomes Gaza peace plan, wishes
for early end to Ukraine war: Jaishankar

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India recognises that en-
during conflicts have the
potential to disrupt food
security and threaten ener-
gy flows, and, therefore, it
welcomes the Gaza peace
initiative by U.S. President
Donald Trump and wishes
for an early end to the con-
flict in Ukraine, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar said on Monday.
Speaking at the 20th
East Asia Summit in Kuala
Lumpur, Mr. Jaishankar
spoke in favour of deepen-
ing maritime connections
in the ASEAN region. “We
are also witnessing con-
flicts that have significant
repercussions, near and
far. Deep human suffering

Global stage: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar at the 20th
East Asia Summit, in Kuala Lumpur on Monday. Ani

apart, they undermine
food security, threaten
energy flows and disrupt
trade. India, therefore,
welcomes the Gaza peace
plan. We also seek an early
end to the conflict in Uk-
raine,” he said.

Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar

RS wien & foe ger fag
20q7 gdf TfRrr Rrex a@a (EAS):

o RF: HAHTATAYR, TARMAT (2025)

o CH: ASEAN + 8 (MRd, 3MfesT, diH, SITam, gféror Sifvan, sifecfenrn, geiids, &)

met Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio as India-U.S. rela-
tions continue to remain
uneasy after Mr. Trump
imposed penalty tariffs on
India for buying Russian
crude.

Mr. Jaishankar, on his
part, did not specifically

o o SSI-URAThe &7 7 At Ran, e gfg oik werifae fRuzar wR ==l

HRd 31 fRufa:

refer to the challenges that
India is facing because of
Mr. Trump’s campaign to
cut down Russian energy
exports but pointed at “re-
liability of supply chains
and access to markets” as
an area of “growing con-
cerns”. “Energy trade is in-
creasingly  constricted,
with resulting market dis-
tortions. Principles are ap-
plied selectively and what
is preached is not necessa-
rily practised,” he said,
supporting “adjustments”
and “resilient solutions”.
“Multipolarity is not just
here to stay but to grow. All
these warrant serious glo-
bal conversations,” he said.
He expressed India’s com-
mitment to enhancing
maritime cooperation in
the ASEAN region.
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o SARDT GRI YNt 7ol Xifd Ugel bl HHYUA|

o T g & 2y 3id BT SMTEH, dIfp @ 3R ol MY graany RR & 9|

TARBY & U0 Bt g9 A
o ¥y Ul BT SRR JTE, ol 3R TYfd Fad R

o TR-NEHEYU 3 T afYe SATUR ST SfTaxadhal
o YRd BT I FEYARIT (multipolarity) 3R TT21T af¥es THTUM & Ues |

HRA-3MRIAE Bied:

o SMREF & § T Yudh 3R TEUIT b TTERTS S|
o ZoI-URIfhe 3= 3fAREfed (poi) 3R Tae S Hifa & Ir=ag|

HRA-3AR®T oy dgH:

o TR B ATHIA ARD! fac=r #Hl A1ef =i 9|
e  YRAGRITH I = 90 Wiled W 3ARBT gRT T MU R Ul & SR Iaeif § gebl a1 |

T wdien & Rorg g faig

1. HRd P Agferd He-ifa: HRd 3 §H I0MHIIS WrRRidr 991 [t € — 98 ifd &1 w5efH a1 § R st ¢ &
1Y TEY SST| ST 3R gobeT a1 &t HrHal § HRT 3 FaTg 3R Fe-ifd & urufiidsdr &t 8, <hid &l el |

2. St 3R WTeT R ATATH: Tob1 37K Tl Sy o F 31 Fafd, I SMfef 3tk Foif iAd gHIfad gt 1
YR &1 59 fawra=ha i o fiar gifar 8 o fRR 3fye TRl R ARk 81

3. Y-ITeIifae Tga: EAS & HRd & Ui ag cwiidh § fs a8 s &t deflaar stk fgw-sneurfia $81-0Riftre
IR & Ul ae-ag gl HRA = 3R, ©9 3R ufym ulkrn @uft & wry dee & Yge a1e a1 § — I8 “Heel-
3[eTgHe o1 Hifd 8, 7 fb demyari

4. IR 3R Yur-ifae fAfgdard: MfeT gRT HRT TR 7N W A 3RTd eR% &1 WRd 3 Ta1d (economic
coercion) & ¥U H ¢1dl g | YR fafdy St Arsieiial 3R a=iiclt Iwrs = &t gbTad Hdl gl

5. SgYATY fay STIRIT: STURDR BT YT — “Multipolarity is not just here to stay but to grow” — FH ST BT Hebdl
R b 4Rd U U Sgydia fay 1 e & o B, el $iE wo ikt g1t =1 €1 3R &1 fawg-anmenia Wrierd (issue-
based partnership) SUATC|
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e 209 EAS T HRd 7 af¥yep rifay, TG ify A, SR gohe s & Xite e Bt IRt |
o YRA &1 IV T wifagel, Igydia SR Wgferd fay sgawn ot fazn & §, <t Ik Rt &t afyes R ¥
Sedr 81 U8 “Ude S A 3R “Ze1-URfthes isTie” &) HIaT &1+t 3 sgra 8|

e

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: YRd §RT Y= B! T3 “Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI)” TBId: Higd & —
() ST FR&M SR o

(b) AT Herae facdRor

(o) SR &=M & fore Fafa Gad=

(d) Ao UTei faepr

Ans: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HRd P TF I AlTd 3fd UMD SoI-URiTthh S[STd T U o el & | AR Hdl U Tel &b Helidd dral
P e # 59 TUIRU BT THIARHTAS IRy S|
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Science and Tech

R Y WIS fayfderag & W. Sii9 33ifAfET (John loannidis) GRT Elsevier & Scopus STETay W 3M4Rd UTHh
Q\Eﬁ%@ﬁﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬁ%$ﬁ2%aﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁmw%l Ig it Afye srapTefiies ShTd B ufasT SfiR =
o1 fawg &= |

2025 B! Gl H 6,239 WA AT D1 AT fobar 7, R G # &8 G4 A 39 "Iueiied” & =0 H #4141
BT, TERTS I fARawur &= WR I8 U 741 f 39 it &1 SRVt (methodology) 33 UM IT WHTG T
Tt ufafAfta 78t o, i U8 WS- MUTRT ATUSS] (citation metrics) TR 3ATIH AR g o et A
fagd a1 gSuaT fHu o Iavd g
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C-scoreW%?
T8 U YYad GaBIo ¢, 5l Faforfad w emeia g —

Pd HTE%"\’F-I (citations)
H-index (fba MY BI fard= TR Igyd fbar )
AP HH (Ugdl, THd 1 Sifad aa®)

g-a@ e (co-authorship patterns)
Fs faval § garTEd e UeH &R ]

YRd 31 RAf (2025):
6,239 YR AR gt & =mHa|
o O yRdrg AT Bt BT 288 F 952 & S
o H3 ATND UTHd HH URTG TRIF J (O QU SollHafeT Hia, UPES, TR gRaRid) |

Scopus 3T Elsevier @ STATAT:

e Elsevier IR 3T g fo I8 3(bTciHE ST & “publish or perish” a1 ¥ TH I3 B
e Scopus H % T (dubious) SHd AT &, 3R [ITTAR Ha¥el SHAM B

i faciarsit @1 fRufa:

o @3 AN RIGR fAodrell &t ¥ 1,373 ¥ 28,782 F &9 8, oY g8 Wy g1 § {5 ArgexE &t "= gawm
JIEATIP AP UHT BT T8 g=ITal |

@1 wien & o fazevoners fag

1. TSI TYUTRT eATH BT JHFT:

o T UHA % 3R WIS = IgaR UIar” U YTHS YRUM B |
o @3 IR f3aTe, AT a7 3% d UfdHid (replication failure) & ®RUT 4t 3% IgYd Bid g
o faftm fowdl & IgRU Oe SaT-3ienT 8id €, fora) wia-fefaf@™ ga=im 3@ (invalid) 1 97T g

2. C-score HiSd &1 @Il

RIS Yhas! R @l fFar awfe Sovar &t afdt fiies” s ad 81
g AT foh ORI &1 HH TRTEH HI S2Td 8, B &F H U8 Ta! ¢
ami%mmzﬂw (retracted papers) 1 3RAfIP UBTA Y <fSd Y R

MY & ATATITS T ATIGTND YHT o1 & H g1 15|
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3. Q&fF Teaid=T 3t XTI THAT:

« “Publish or perish” TG UG B STE AATED AT B S@IdT Galt 5|
o T YDA AT TS T I7 WY-AISIA & JeH J ¥b §¢1d ¢
o SUY A YiTeH UeT BIdT &, S SATIGRI 3R AR &1 o1T8 feard & Repd &=l g

4. Add RER g1 Hifes:
o AN RIBR AT, Tews 3R URGdTHRI UUT &l AT S § — ST G- &0 B T} 770 S 9ehd |
o N7 fauaret &1 g ¥ W B 78 A § & Wit snutfa qeaie arafs amfae aveE #Y
fapd s gPaI B
5. YIRd & forg fiforra fAfgand:
o YR TR FI Wifew-anenfyd araer I geak GewHl THET (peer review), Afa® ST TP,
3R TS WUTa efed Jeaidp o wufidar ¢ T
o XY YRS JURT B HTTRADBT § — 06 YR, HeRT 3R Afdes ufkieor & ay|
6. Afa® iR TwITTd TRHIOT:

o T 3R 1ifew Bt 3ieh s TS FAMERY B HHOIR HR Tabal g
o Had et T AWM T R IRITTT I&T AMT “institutional vanity” &1 ST §, 7 fb arafas Ipyar &1

e

o WADIS/URIEIR IHHT H13 feretiRes fayfaemera A 761 8, 9fcdh Scopus ST WR 3T Ue o It
81 ST C-score ATSH TZTH U TS HS dcdl B Sigdl 8, T T OIS Uggail B! Tt 11y urd|

o UE TE Y 910 W USRI Sadl § o Hifees smenfea qeaie- Wi sk yie 8 uodl g1 a9-e IHydl
o Temsft & e, afcd TaTaR, g iR Ao YuTd § SfidT ST 1T
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YR T YA Fafdrea fagmoml 1 Fafa 3 & Tar 1954 § 0ild 9 U8 A We (SiTesiar-ad USac sorhed)
TER (DMRA) ¥ I §U A1 T8 ffom T fasdt +ft faqmu= &) ufeifera oxar g ot 98 grar ) fs a8 Srafad, deR,
1 914 fapR SRft 54 SR BT 3T HR THaT 7

. WW%%@WW@?W%W(@@GOOQE Meta, YouTube, Amazon \HT%)%W%WU
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P IEIAT TH ATH HHT G & — oY UadH, SfepR-a 3R Sarecg! # 1R HH IR gt g




c"u

L1

B NITIN SIRE®

Big Tech’s contempt for Indian p

ince 1927, when the topic of dryg

regulation was first discussed in the

Couneil of State after Sir Haroon Jaffer

sought a resolution regarding the
“eontrol of the crase for medicinal drugs™, the
issue of advertisements of drugs claiming o have
a therapeutic effect on humans has been a
serious public health concern.

It took 27 vears before India tackled the issue
through the Drugs and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements) Act (DMRA),
1954. This law prohibits any advertisements of
any drugs, whether approved or not by the
regulator, for a ist of 54 medical conditions. For
example, the faw prohibits the advertisement of
any drug for the trearment of diabetes, regardless
of whether its efficacy has been clinically
established.

The advent of Internet-based advertising
Alot has changed since 1954, especially in the
world of advertisement. The Internet and the rise
of Big Tech platforms, in the nature of search
engines, social media platforms, video-sharing
platforms and online marketplaces for goods,
have steadily eaten into the traditional avenues of
advertising in print and broadcast formars, This
shift has not only upended print joumalism
across the world which was reliant on
advertiserments, but also made it far wugher for
governments across the world ta police
advertisernents published on these Big Tech
platforms headguartered in the United States,

Ina deep dive on the advertising policies and
practices of the most popular American Big Tech
platforms in India, we were astonished to note
that not a single one of them wams advertisers
not to subimit for publication, advertisements
which are in violation of the DMRAL Thus, it is no
surprise that all Big Tech platforms routinely
publish a wide variety of misleading
advertisements, especially for ayurvedic and
homeopathic products, For example, a simple
search for *ayurveda” + “blood pressure tablets”
or “homeopathy” + “diabetes” on the most
popular search engine and online market place in
India will throw up a variety of advertisements on
these plaforms under the “sponsored” tag,
indlicating that they have been paid for by
advertisers.

Ome of the most popular social medis
platforms features video advertisements by a
notorious godman with the claim of being able to
cure all kinds of diseases using ayurvedic
prodducts.

Similarly, a search of the online ad-libraries of
these Big Tech platforms reveals a Jong list of
offending advertisements, including those for
cow-uring based products o treat cancers; these
advertisements were supported by a charitable

RS Tiem og Uqw foig
W U8 Afve WS (SifeaaR-ad Tsacisoicy) Tae, 1954 (DMRA):
o I THGRI" T "Sgs" 0N HI Gral B aTdd YTHE garsdl & Ao W s |
o T8 Ot UBR F faToeT IR AL 8T B, T8 TaT srgHifed g a1 gt
o 54 RGN O AYAT, HIR, TYHHAT 3FS) B FATST BT G1dT HRA ardt = IR ufdse |

o e ofiR fefrea fagmu=:
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g
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Prashant Reddy T.
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The rise in
misleading
advertisements
by popular
platforms is
also linked to
the immunity
that Big Tech
cijoys in India

programme run by the Big Tech platform. All
these advertisernents are in violation of the
DMRA.

None of these Big Tech platforms runs similar
advertisernents in the United States for ayurvedic
and homeoparhic products, The policies of these
platforms for advertisements for health-related
products to be displayed to users based in the
LS. are elaborate, with some even having
pre-screening mechanisms that are meant 1o
ensure compliance with tough American Taws;
these laws prohibit advertisements for
therapeutic claims that are not approved by the
drug regulator. In the LS., violation of American
law can attract swift criminal prosecution.

Disregard for Indian law
So, what explains Big Tech's brazen disvegard of
Indian laws such as the DMRA?

The first reason could be the traditional
contempt that American corporations, dating
back wo Union Carbide, have shown for the lives
of Indians. It is possible that this contempt arises
from systemic racism that aflicts the

of American corporati wherein
Iindian lives are not considered to be comparable
to American lives.

The second is that Big Tech has escaped
serious punishment earlier for violaton of
another law called The Pre-Conception and
Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of
Sex Selection) Act, 1994 (PNDT}. This kaw
prevents advertisements for products and
services related to determination of the sex of the
unbam foeets, A PIL was filed in 2008 by an
activist before the Supreme Court of Indiz
pointing out how Big Tech platforms were in
brazen violation of this law. Before the Court, Big
Tech was evasive on the paint of instinuting
proactive measures to block such advertisements,
insisting that it was under an obligation to remove
offending advertisernents only if government or
others informed them about such violations. To
make a long story short, Big Tech fell back into a
Familiar pattern of deception, by claiming that it
was the “intermediary” not the “publisher™.

Under Indian law, intermediaries have
qualified immunity from legal liability for content
generated by their users because they are
presumed to lack knowledge of each piece of
content that is posted by users. But when it
comes to advertisements, Big Tech knows very
well that it is the “ publisher” and not the
“intermediary”, The marketing teams of Big Tech
on the ground in India actively pitch for
advertisements, sign contracts with advertisers
and accept payments for the purpose of
displaying the advertisement on their platform.
They have complete knowledge about these
advertisements; hence, they are publishers and

ic healt

not mere intermedia
under .
The PIL regarding the viokation of the PNDT
languished for nine years before ending with the
usual insipid orders for the creation ol a
government committee to look into the issue,
Criminal prosecution was never ordered by the
Court despite being the prescribed punishment
under the PNDT Act. The zbject failure of the
Court to enforce the law by ordering criminal
prosecutions, and the process which frustrates
litigants who represent public interest in such
cases undoubtedly emboldened Big Tech’s sense
of impunity in India.

The third reason is that Big Tech is aware that
the LLS, government would never extradite top
managerial personnel from America to face
eriminal prosecution in India for viclating the
DIMRA. Big Tech's emplovees running Indian
subsidiaries located on Indian territory cannot be
prosecuted because the Indian subsidiary is a
different legal entity from its parent company
located in the U.5., which legally owns and
operates the advertising platforms in India
Undoubtedly, this implicit immunity is what fuels
Big Tech's bad behaviour in India.

es who can claim immunity

‘The need for reforms
Tackling Big Tech's dangerous violations of the
DMRA should be an urgent priority in a country
such as India which seli-prescribes medicines and
has an inherent bias toward “nationalist™ tropes.

Registering criminal complaints before courts
of competent jurisdiction against the
management of these platforms would be a good
first step. T Big Tech declines wo produce its
competent managerial personnel before an
Indian court to face these charges, the
governiment will be compelled to ensure reforms
that will make Big Tech answerable to Indian
SOVETEIgNLY,

1t is perhaps time for India to take a page from
the new American playbook to regulate Tik Tok
and create new regulatory mechanisms. This is to
ensure that the managerial personnel responsible
fior creating and enforcing content and
advertising related policies in India are Indian
vitizens who are based in Indian territory and
answerable to Indian courts. Anyithing short of
the threat of jail time for key managerial
personel will fail to ensure that Big Tech's
complies with Indian Jaw.

Further, a failure of Big Tech to comply with
these legal requirements should resultin a
revocation of the immunity granted 1o Big Tech
under Indian intermediary laws from legal action
for user-generated content. Blg Tech cannot be
allowed to enjoy these benefits under Indian law
if it does not enforce relevant Indizn laws oo
rotect public health in India.




%

B NITIN SIR®

e Google, Meta, YouTube, Amazon IATI[ & UhIRID (publishers) a g W%I
o AW IgATep, ﬁﬁ%m%sﬁ%@mﬁﬁwm% @DMRAWW%I
o IMR® A VY fasTu T Yd-SiTd (pre-screening) 3R BT U & AT 78T ey o Tehd |

PNDT 3ifUfaaH, 1994 &1 Ieiy:

o M-HI=H T W-Acd sTIfesds AFR (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994 fiT-fRuRRor iR ITd
Ty fagmoHT TR A I B | _

e 2008 T U SHfed AT (PIL) & §1G U HIE A AT UgdT OF 37 WewiR IR foir-Rufor 3 98 fagmom
g Y|

o UM A “intermediary (ERI)" B &1 Gral ®R [SHGRT § Ueer 31 for|

H?Ff-ﬁ RIS - yp=e (Publisher) d-TH H¥I¥ (Intermediary):

e« HRAMT W@%‘:{; SR intermediary SUTNTHAl-SI-d It (user-generated content) & 1%111 Hifg =u g
STHIGR I

. Wﬁﬁ%m%ﬂmﬁﬁw ‘publisher” A T §, &4ifeh 9 g AFTd €, 3rgie 3d €, 3R ST
iy I

BTRIH)‘I'\’-PHET (Jurisdiction)aﬂmz
o 3RS HUEl B HRAT TS HUMET (subsidiaries) BT U ¥ T TR Bt 8, R got U=t R
HHGH T IS BIell 5
e Extradition ATY 3R HISRTT B! URAT SeTerdl J TaTd BT 3awR <l B
T wdie 2 favauuners fig
1. rdo-® WA 3R UTHS fSirea fagmm: yRa & W-ffeT (self-medication) @1 UgfRi 8 TRUR® ITAR!

T fayrg & SR ST YA Ao & Ul $ifiies Wae=ia §1 ﬁﬂ%m YR BT o DMRA BT UTeH A AT
TR Y TTefd WA Srdl F §=M & TR Bl HHSR Bl 8

2. framme 3R S g
o TSI BT (DMRA, PNDT) fSfoeet g &1 siraeaerdisli & S0 T8l 8|
. Dﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ(enforcement) W%—Uj—\‘rﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂ ﬁ"'l?'l’rﬁ'@ﬂ?ﬁ%‘ 3R 1R ufshar et
o PNDT AW H G H1E o1 it a3 Sufal o droRdTe IaaT 3 &7 3/awR e

3. Afowar 3R JWYaT BT UY:
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(Digital

CoIoniaIism)”aﬁth%l . ‘
o Ug femrar g fo Ay T Hufal faerasia e & P el § S 3 fRdl &l 3@ B

4. ifoTa YUR goma:

YR B {1 ¢ Hufal & UeUD g SRl IR RIS HGHT ael &1 IR

o IS WeHH YR ST &1 O1a 9 ®X 4l intermediary immunity (TR TR&0T) g {1 S|

. mﬁﬁ?%ﬁﬁmeﬁﬁmWﬁmﬁaﬁuﬂ?ﬁnqﬂmﬁ(@%&rﬁﬁmﬁﬁmkwm
|

o 3R fORUEl Bt IR 8q add fefred Fame Tt 915 S|

5. QIduif~e WA 3R a1 $I SrGsdT:

o Y AU HHGR I & SRRFA a1 SmuTdt fefrean srom & forg Ifvd &R Iad & |
o TERea & O oy, Saracg! SR STHIGT Y& ST 3G+ & foTY T=Ted [ (governance) AR g1

e

o DMRA (1954) 3R PNDT (1994) 3ififrmy yra & faferean fagmomt & fFom & forg srdd weayuf €1 wig fam
2P WEHIR] BT UGG 3R Tad Bt 3 35 feRrea g & smdt o fean 31
. gﬁ&mﬁﬁamaﬁﬁ Big Tech ! SiaTacel, ST TuydT SR IuHiadT YREM & =Y eI BT
|
e I UHTS 3R AR BT BT TRHTT TP T Bt 3R Ieae IR HR <8 -Tal foU o, I ddb ST
B WY Sifay ¥ B
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

ggs%:ﬁul%@aﬁﬁ T HY S TS AP IS (SMTeoaRad Usd ) Uae, 1954” & Aoy
?

(a) T8 Had g qarsit & fammu= &) ergafa Sar 8

(b) TT GG STAIRGT & AT BT G1aT B aTdl fARTUA! 1 Uiaafid Sl 8, 918 &dl SigHifed 8t a1 et |
(c) T8 el TRIRUI HIEH (broadcast media) & fARTOHI TR TR €T B

(d) T8 Had YA Sarsfl W AR EIe 3|

Ans: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: fSfSTcd IUMARETE SR TAT HaSI-dh WA Ahe: [671 ¢h DI Al HRd B AYYAT AR ANTRD GRET I hd
FHHASIR BT &2 (150 Words)
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YR B HTWTS fAfderd (linguistic diversity) Tt & T X1 81 gA%h! (UNESCO) & IRIR, HRd g
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o 39 <20 | 3proft

§ o1 qad Sfid UToTY SR Siferdr gt & HR W g1 fUsd 50 auf § YR &1 220 A 3if¥ew WTHTE gud 8 ot 8
@ra: . . 9, Hha U TR | 3 uiktied T SR U, St S &5 &I AIGUTYT 8, U HEdyUl e &I

IETEXUN UK el 5|

Rohan Qurashi
Heena Chaudhary

The story so far:
uman society is rapidly
moving towards the
extinction of its linguistic
heritage. According to one
report by UNESCO, India has topped the
list of countries with the maximum
number of dialects on the verge of
extinction. According to D.G Rao, former
Director of the Central Institute of
Languages, India has lost over 220
languages in the last 50 years.

Is Dogri in decline?

In recent years, growing concern has
emerged over the gradual decline of the
Drogri language in the Jammu region.
Globalisation, migration, and the pursuit

speakers t prioritise widely used
languapges, while regional ones fade ino

of economic opportunity often encourage

disuse. Political choices and a lack of
active interest among native speakers
further deepen this crisis. Against this
backdrop, Dogri finds itself at a
crossroads. Although the J&IK Official
Languages Bill, 2020 gave it the
long-overdue recognition as one of the
Umion Territory's five official languages,
its status on paper has not translated into
meaningful presence on the ground.
Unlike other regional languages that have
secured space in school curricula or
administrative use, Dogri remains largely
ahsent from formal education.

Why is Dogri not being spoken?
The decline of Dogri in the Jammu region
can be looked at through three critical
lenses - povernment policy, generational
perspectives, and the rural-urban divide.
One of the central reasons for the
decline of Dogri lies in the absence of
sustained government support, Unlike
Urdu, Kashmiri, and Hindi, Dogri had to

1. FGT ST HTWT &RUT $t 3R 9¢ BT 87

Is the Dogri language lTosing
resonance in India?

Is the Dogri language declining at the same rate across rural and urban landscapes in the Jammu region?

weait until 2003 for constitutional
recognition, This long delay meant that by
the time Dogri gained official status, it had
already fallen behind in terms of
institutional backing and visibility. A
survey conducted by the authors further
underscores this policy gap, The research
employed a random sampling method,
selecting households at intervals of three
to four units to ensure representativeness.
The sample was distributed across 20
different locations in the Jammu region;
130 peaple filled the survey form
completely.

Nearly hall of the respondents (43%)
from the Jammu region believe that the
povernment has failed to provide
adequate policy support for Dogri.
Another 43.2% felt that the language
offers little relevance for employment
prospects or career advancement.
Additionally, the survey revealed a stark
generational divide in Dogri proficiency,
The oldest res ents, those aged 60

and above, displaved the strongest
connection to the knguage, with full
proficiency in speaking and an
intermediate score in reading and writing.
However, among respondents aged 41-60,
writing proficiency dropped sharply w
Just 0.25%, veflecting the gradual erosion
of literacy in the language. Respondents
under 20 vears of age show 0%
proficiency in reading and writing Dogri.

The survey also revealed a striling
contrast between rural and urban
populations in terms of Dogri language
usage, Approximately 56% of respondents
from rural areas actively speak Dogri,
with around 15% demonstrating the
ability to write it. In contrast, among
urban respondents, only 45% reported
speaking Dogri, and only 4% had any
proficiency in writing it.

What is the way ahead?
To address India’s linguistic crisis, two
challenges must be addressed. First is
technical ~ with the 2021 Census on hold,
one lacks updated data on how many
languages are endangered, and where
urgent intervention is needed. Without
this knowledge, both awareness and
policy remain adrift. Secondly, one must
shed the mindset that equates English
alone with progress. The decolonisation
of linguistics is the larger task at hand.,
Fohan Qurashi is a research student at
St Stephen's College, Delhi, Heena
Chatecihary is a Phd scholar.

THE GIST

-

Globalisation, migration, and
the pursuit of econamic
opportunity often encourage
speakars to pricritiss widely
wsed languages, while
regional ones fade into
disuse.

The decline of Dogriin the
Jammu region can be looked
at through three critical
lenses — povernment policy,
generational perspectives,
and the rural-urban divide.

-

The survey also revealed a
striking contrast between
rural and urban populations
in terms of Dogri language
usage.

g1 gTaiie SR} S-HRUR B ura et yTaraif (2020 % J&K Official Languages Bill & dgd) H§ I U& B,
TR STHT IRATdd YA dgd Wfd ]l
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BT HIRL:
o YAIPBTHS HI=IGT, 7 fob FasTie TN — Whdll, STl a1 = 8 §gd $F Sudi|

o iU 3R YA F HRU 3G 3R ) Y “3nffes T I ArverIs” IS 4T 91H 1 B
o AT JUET IR TSR B HH YRR 7 1T & RIS a5 B HHeR R fear g

2. &RUT & YA BRI
(a) IHRI g @rferar (Government Policy Gaps)

o SNR B YU AT 2003 A @RUF BT aedt g ) & firedt
o YA GIET, 7 Uk H R U ¥ M a1 741, 7 8 TaR-U9R & 319 W gl

w4 e

o 48% IR BT H: avTd TN T |
o 43.2% BT Hd: SR BT BRI | DIg YRS STIANT T8t

(b) WIERTT 3iaR (Generational Divide)
Mg CIGEE: KAkl qe/for@n | garr

60 a8 9§ S| Heaq

41-60 TN  |[UedR AT 0.25% TG Gafdl

20 99 ¥ el |[ugA-foerem H R garar

— g Tobd Hl ¢ [ U1 o7 et & ol TR (linguistic transmission) €€ 8T 81

(c) ATHUI-71g$t 3idR (Rural-Urban Divide)
it (SR A a1 (%) (SR forEH aret (%)

qTHTT(56% 15%

el (45% 4%

pat
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T &5 SR & SifaH Helgd 71E 6,

3. aus fAfgard (Broader Implications)

SR 3} FUFY YR &1 T &t WqRT (pattern) ' g1t § — STt &g UroTd Rrgdevor, sRieh-ureaw fRrem, ok
MYFIP Twaar st Geiof afeumar & I- fow 8 o1 38 5|

4. 3T B I (The Way Forward)

o TFIIUMT 2021 & eI s MY ORI 81, dlfds Yoheuvd WIS &1 e id o= 81 Jab |

. §T&n, HfEar 3R u=mE= & S &) TSI (integrate) fHaT ST d1fer SHHT YHRABRUN (normalisation)
|

o R TRG 3R GTEIR® Ugd &I Midlfed 6T ST — did e, T &4, Alcd 31 & ATeqd |

o HFERyEar # geara: “3Rieh = wifar 78 sfew “urans fafawar = wipfae afd g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques : FAIRIT & | SRRY ST & TR | BI-91 $YF Fal o2

(a) SFRI BT 1950 H HaeTe T firett <t

(b) SFRY DI Afqu™ 1 3at g & 2003 & =il foar mam o1

() SR} fedTad Uew @t ufa e ywrel & 3 & §|

(d) ST ¥ et faenardt & SR U 4 ¥ fR1&0r bt TS & 9 § Wged gl gl
Ans: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: IRHRI AifavTa @IHar Uifedl & g 311 Ig 9aaTd [y UHR SIRT okl &A1 UTNISH & &RUT (erosion) H
IRTGH ¢ 35 87 (150 Words)
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n September 17, 2025, the European
0 Union (EU) and India set out a new

comprehensive strategic agenda in their
joint communication. Called the New Strategic
EU-India Agenda, it primarily addresses five
pillars on which their partnership will be
enhanced: prosperity and sustainability;

connectivity and global issues, and enablers
across pillars. Buried in the section on clean
transition is a critical line that the EU will link the
Indian Carbon Market (ICM) with the Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).

In plain terms, carbon prices paid in India will
be deducted from CBAM levies at the EU border.
This is a breakthrough. It could prevent Indian
exporters from being penalised twice and reward
early decarbonisation. However, major barriers
still plague its operationalisation. Unless
addressed, they will stall this integration before it
delivers real gains.

Underdeveloped Indian carbon market
India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS),
commonly referred to as ICM, is still an evolving
architecture. Unlike the EU Emissions Trading
System (ETS), which has a two decade record of
robust auction structure, cap-setting processes,
and independent verification, India's scheme is
built on fragmented foundations. Current credits
are often based on intensity improvements or
project-based offsets, not absolute caps on
emissions, wherein the ICM is moving. The
CBAM, however, requires a tonne-for-tonne
accounting of embedded carbon in goods.
Without legally binding caps and strong penalties
for non-compliance, EU regulators will treat
Indian credits as second class.

There is also no current institutional

mﬁaw&mwﬁw e e 3 TG T I S g

technology and innovation; security and defence;

Shashank Pandey
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The linking of
the Carbon
Border
Adjustment
Mechanism with
the Indian
carbon market
is significant but
there are
hurdles 1o eross

equivalent in India to the EU’s independent
regulators or emissions registries that guarantee
market integrity. In effect, the EU cannot
“deduct” Indian carbon prices unless it is
confident that the underlying system delivers
environmental integrity. Bridging this
institutional gap is not a technical fix. It requires a
structural redesign of the ICM to mirror the
compliance-grade features of the EU’s ETS.
Imagining this substantive pivot within the Indian
our bureaucratic understanding and operation
anytime soon is challenging.

CBAM also relies on a clear and stringent
carbon price. In the EU's ETS, the price floats
around £60 to €80 a tonne. In India, initial
carbon credit prices hover in the range of €5 and
€10, Unless the carbon price is comparable and
enforced across covered sectors, European
regulators will not deduct much, if anything, at
the border.

Worse, exporters may end up facing both the
Indian compliance cost and the EU's full CBAM
levy. This creates political risk inside India, where
industries may resist a “double burden” and they
could lobby to water down India's scheme, i.e.,
compliance parameters under ICM. Bridging the
price gap requires either targeted sectoral carbon
contracts or a negotiated floor price that aligns
with CBAM expectations. Both are politically
difficult options to negotiate,

Fundamental nature of CBAM

Even if technical and price issues are solved,
CBAM remains controversial. India and other
developing countries have consistently opposed it
at the WTO and international dialogues as being a
unilateral and protectionist measure. Agreeing to
a linkage between India’s carbon market and
CBAM, therefore, creates a political contradiction

Daily News Analysis

A start for North-South carbon market cooperation

that India would be legitimising a mechanism it
has formally resisted.

This tension will resurface in disputes, For
instance, if the EU deems India’s carbon price to
be “insufficient” and refuses full deductions,
exporters will cry foul, and New Delhi will be
forced to escalate the issue politically or legally.
There is also a sovereignty issue because carbon
pricing is a domestic policy tool, but CBAM
effectively gives Brussels a say in whether India’s
measures are “good enough”. For a country that
guards its policy space, this could become a red
line, Beyond trade law, there is a strategic risk
wherein CBAM deductions will work only if India
maintains a steady, transparent carbon market.
Any domestic political backtracking, for example,
rolling back compliance under industry pressure,
would immediately expose exporters ta full
CBAM costs, destabilising trade flows. In short,
the linkage is hostage not only to WTO legalities
but also to domestic political economy and
EU-India trust.

Looking at optimistic resolutions

The Indian carbon market and CBAM linkage is
one of the most significant agreements under the
strategy agenda by the two big global economies.
Tf it works, it shields Indian exporters, accelerates
industrial decarbonisation, and creates a model
for North-South carbon market cooperation. But
weak domestic architecture, misaligned carbon
prices, and political contradictions may sink it.
‘There is an underlying case to be made for more
comprehensive collaboration. India can
strengthen its market design, and the EU can
offer clarity and technical support for a smooth
transition. Otherwise, this “breakthrough” will
remain on paper, while Indian exporters continue
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