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Page 01 : GS 1 & 3 : Geography & Disaster Management
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Cyclone Montha m
TspaTd 791 rain batters several parts of A.P.
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Sweptsuay: A home destroyed by the cyconic swell in Kakinads d stsict of Anditea Pradesh on Tuesday. 1A UE
T.Appaka Naidu ruinfall activity moved to  nam, Allusi Skharama Ra-  ready 401 rellef camps. At war, passing through Vi-
Neflore Sravani SPSR Nellore and Praka-  ju, Anskapalll, Eheru, NTR,  least 35,000 people have  sakbapotam, weee cin
VIAVARADA sam districtyin south coas-  Krishisa, Guntur, Palnady,  been evacusted o far. celled due to heavy rain

tal Andhra, Many places in - Faparla. and Nandyal “The number of people  and gales on Tuesday.
be severe cyclonic  these two dSURE e The two days of heavy 1o be evacuated is expect: A total of 32 lights froa
A b ceived more than 100 man 10 very beavy rain In the  ed o rise as 67 villlages snd

rainfall between B30 a.m.  State has el crops on  fve towns and Kakinada o

: and 7 p.n wore than 43,000 hec:  ty are faling in the o opersted wasanine
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ight,

T in SPSR Nedlore district e fected 83,000 firmers, ac: Rakinada Distrier Collecton The  VijayawadnVizag

%ﬂ-q- 3 : MD)  corded the days maxl cordiog  to  Inital S Shan Mohan. Nearl Vijwvawada IndiGo fight

W' W, mum sl of 167 mm, fol-  asesanents made by the 1,600 school bus servicss  for Wednesday has baen
. e 30 am. an lowed by agriculural department,  bave been deployed to  cancelled, The other fights

—ca- m IJU] m?ﬁq Jhdrd m pa., Dagadanthi of the same dis-  Packdy and cotion were the — evacuate peaple, fiom Visakhapatniam 10
. trictat 162.75 mm and 75 worst hit Chief Minister N, Chan- rous destinations are ex-

. mm. In Prakasam districe, The tota) estimated Joss  drabobu Naidu  directed  pected o operate normally

W W 'q'l' qw &r&l‘m‘l‘ W 'q'l' E 20 Singarayakonda, Pakala o the power sector has  that the NDRF and SDRF  on Wednesday | sald air
Y and Oogole received 1315 crossed £82,200 aove, with  teams be deployed in and 3
b min, 122 mm and 005 msessive demage 10U g s e v

e dehard a1 @R dshdrd vt gl SIrar el Ve mmm ey s G, sl e & 0 The s syt

I s m soul light showers (21 7 pun, In Visakbapamam dis- four fights trom Tirupat
% ) The (MD d

withdrew redd  trict, which recorded more Trains, flights cancelled  wen cancelied
alerts issued for a tew dis-  than M7 nun ralntall o Twenty traing, 10 original-
triess for Wed y, and  Monday, the  municipal n Visakhapatnam, and
issued orange alerts for the  corposation cleared 19 2l 11 operating f WORE REFORTS
districts of Srikaknlam, e trees. of § Al #PAGED

1 ram  Maryam, The Kakinada distrct R SCR) in Andhra  EDITORIAL
A W Vizlangram, Visakhapar. sdministration has kept _and one from Bhwbanes  * PAGES
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Fig: Distribution of cyclones in tropical regions.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. 3 Y% &1 Idg 1 dIHM (26 TSI AT 9 3w)

2. P SR §al Hazt

3. DI g1 Bt JurAfeT

4. SI agHSS H Y g4l BT YA

I AT 1T P o1 ITIRT FXd el SR BT TG DIfOIC:
(a) Pael 1 3R 2

(b) $ad 1,2 3R 3

(c) Pad 1, 2 3R 4

(d) $ad 2, 3 3R 4

I : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: Tehdld HYT HRd P 3ATUST IR ' i i HIAT 5 | SMAIATHS o d B3| (150
)
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YRd BT AN IUTE GABID (1IP) DI g 2025 9 4% db

Jobub guogyu

IR @l ffgd
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Wzozsﬁé@ﬂéu%ﬁmﬁnﬁwuﬁﬁfﬂam% Tifgme! 3R

HTIHH HAfaa- HATTT (MoSPI) gRT oY 3fide! § a8 +f gar Taar 8 fs faa
Y 2025-26 P UGl FHTE! (3M-RIdeR) B IfS FH I H1 uid au § Faw et
8, S YRd &1 3 Repast B WRaraTs gl &1 SR B g

NP I gubi® | 82

o ITS3ITSUl TP Yhad g ol U Ffd 3afy & SR sienfiie Iac! &
IdTe B! A= & uRad= & Amuar g1

. 5 PN TSI B (TIews), Hiferd! SR SRishH SR
AT gRT ATRYP 30 § Tapferd 3R UHIRIG foar ST 8|

. WQ%WW%@WHWWWH&@WR@
HIUdT &:

o TSP &7, &rui?rwﬁﬁn‘rwsh?ﬁaw

. SUEN-anYRE &7, 3yfq ATt o, GoiTd W IR Aedadt S |

o IMSIMSUT & W SMyR It 2011- 2012%1

IIP T Hgd:

o THHTITANT Hfd M P I} P o faw Farerg, HRR Rerd o 3fe
gied WHR! TRl gRT foar Srar ]

o SIS R 3R o AT e TR ITE) S B TUAT
fore 95 Ufe Bl

o U HOME I TIHIH (MM F A axgefl & YRS &1
40.27% A §1

o RoETS SOes Yot s[> sgas F= da> efas s
HHe> IRS & 1S THE IYNT 30 3o & ued HH H g

g fig

o  THAIP gfs:
o RydsR ﬁ5025: 4% (SQTS 2025 T 4.3% 3R fydaR 2024 T 3.2% &
qaT )|
o 3UA-RIdeR 2025-26: 3% Pt 3G - I I § T i
. UfoeRe g

o 2021-22 (3MYR THIT TH): 24%

Industrial slowdown

The chart shows the year-an-year growth (in ) in the Index of
Industrial Production betweesn September 2024 and 2025

L 4
P
3.2
J_II I I IL9
L Ailinkl

Sept, Jan,
2024 2025

May Sept.
2025 2025

IIP growth dips
to three-month
low of 4% in Sept.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Industrial activity dipped
marginally to a three-
month low of 4% in Sep-
tember. The data also show
that the growth in indus-
trial activity during the
first half of the financial
year was the slowest in at
least five years.

Growth in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP),
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation, stood at
3.2% in September last
year, However, growth had
since accelerated to 4.3%
by July 2025, following
which it slowed again.

The overall index grew
3% in the April-September
period, the first half of the
financial  year 202526,
This is the slowest in at
least five vears, the period
for which data are readily
available.

The index grew 24% in
the first half of 2021-22, ow-
ing to the low base of the
previous pandemic-affect-
ed year 2020-21. In the first
half of 202223, the index
grew 7%, which slowed to
6.3% and 4.1% in the cor-
responding  periods  of
20023-24 and 2024-25.

In September, the slow-
down in industrial growth
was mainly led by the min-
ing, primary goods, and
consumer  non-durables
sectors. Activity in the min-
ing sector contracted
(0.45% in September 2025

from growth of 6.6% in Au-
gust 2025 and 0.2% in Sep-
tember last year.

The consumer non-dur-
ables sector continued to
contract for the second
consecutive month in Sep-
tember 2025, by 2.9%,
compared with a contrac-
don of 64% in August
2025, and a growth of 2.2%
in September last year.

Impact of GST cuts
According to Madan Sabna-
vis, chief economist at the
Bank of Baroda, this could
be due to the fact that the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rate cuts were imple-
mented late in the month,

“As the GST cuts have
targeted this industry, it
can be assumed that the
real impact will be seen in
October-November as
dealers have been facing a
challenge of selling pro-
ducts with the older price
labels,” Mr. Sabnavis said.

Growth in the consumer
durables segment sector
surged to 10.2% in Septem-
ber 2025, from 3.5% in Au-
gust 2025, and 6.3% in Sep-
tember last year.

The primary goods sec-
tor saw growth slowing to
L4% in September 2025
from 5.4% in the previous
month and 1.8% in Septem-
ber last year.

Growth in the manufac-
turing sector accelerated
to 4.8% in September 2025
from 3.8% in the previous
month and 4% in Septem-
ber 2024,
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2024-25: 4.1%

2025-26: 3% (319 dD)
-9 YeeH (Rider 2025):
o faffmfon +4.8% (3R # 3.8% T FW)
o W: -0.45% (3T T +6.6% H 3 fda)
o UTYTHS TMHM: +1.4% (3T H 5.4% T 41
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fePhTe UM aXGE: +10.2% (3R H 3.5% W doil F HWR)
IuHiaT TR-RHTS I -2.9% (AR GART Tgpra)
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1. e nfa & JRaTES w0l : 4% B G B OIS FHGR TR 3R SR & Rt & g sielfe nfa &
TS Tl Bl SR 5. T 3R ST TR-FCHTS, THH &t = A=y &0 4 999 3feg &1 Wi, fafafor ofiR sudie
fears axgell & Ay 3T WRUTS B

2. fafemtor arfieras: fafaafor - St smSamSdt aom &1 @Mt 77% 91T § - 3 4.8% TR GUR feara, st FHeIR aTgt
AT & STaelg SMEfie Idied H e RASS 1 GRIidl 5. 399 Udl 9adl ¢ fb TR JUd, Ry ®U 9§ fedrs; axgait
& fo1g, 3t &1 & &1 T B

3. UTUfi® 3R @ &l § HHGRY: T &7 BT HHa (-0.45%) DI, FA 0 3R UPldd 19 IdGT § HH
nﬁﬁ@aﬁ@vmm%-s@ﬁ%hmsqgc.wwq I SRR HH Sroll AT 3R FAa=r Hra1 1 3
FRAT B

4. HoYIR -SRI ST UIR: HogiR AM-SRITE JpeR (THTHAS, Thss B, 3Nfe) TMaR gk deiA
m%az . Sl HHGIR TTHIUT AT 3R HIAd fufeurge ol giiar g, el &1 Hg- ﬁisﬂwwdﬁwﬁaﬁ
%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁw%mﬁ%ﬁ%wmﬁmﬁﬁmaﬁsﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁu?wm
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5. ifer 37w F fRATT FTyUTE: R-RH &1 § Wud &) Ticiied HR7 & 3539 U 81 &l H GST & FHerat
FdaR 2025 § uRom fean gadt §, i T JrEmieRur 8IdT 3. HogiR SR (10.2%) H 3fg I gar gerdl %ﬁs
TR 77T 3R I HUT Iud  THU J et faderdi= T< & guR g1 @1 R

6. aTu® 3fe fAfgard : te fitft sranstht ofS vauaw dora ga1 € & sieifie Iare &1 sidt ao TemRt &
gﬁ@ﬁmwgeé% | fafmtor diumsnE & muw fowR ok Fafd & &t & 9y, dd AT WU RR 9 &=
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e 3@afy & =PHI § UR 81 Thd &, At AR g U SMuR arel o=, gt gid &1 dgrar o ik fafd
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
u: NENRIE IS Yadi® (1IP) & IR | FaferfRd sy R faar Fifse:
1. T8 YRd & 3NN SAS! BT Teb At &b I<dTe P AT HT AT 2|
2. I TSNS el & forw SR af 2011-12 |
3. g8 SYNT 3IR 3fidRe AR Fad= AURT (DPIT) §RT SIRY fS5a ST &
SWRIH & ¥ I AI/H BYF A6l 8/8?
(a) P 1
(b) Pad 1 3R 2
(c) $ad 2 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3
STR: &

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Divya Gandhi

1 Ure first weekend of this

manth, Mousit Everest (on the

Tibetan side) turned

dystopian: a sudden blizzard,
torrentlal snowtall, und lightning strikes
it the mounain’s viciniey, trapping &
thousand trekders who were gradually
rescued with the elp of ocl villgers
trudglig through kivee-deep soow. In
other parts of the Hamaliyas, at the same
time:, 3 heavy downpout and snowfal, Jed
1o floods sd Tandelides, kiling scores in
Nepal snd Dacyeeling.

Thais is the Latest among scoves of
disasters in the Himalayzs, which are only
Increzsing: of the 657 dissters that the
coumtry experienced between 1900 and
2522, 3% mamy as 240 were in the
Mimalayas, accoeding to A 2024 foun To
Earth (DTE) repore. They include glical
Tk outtmests, baudslices, foods,
wildfires, and earthouakes. Retween 1902
and 1962, the regiun recorded jus tive
disasters.

Alysmialy poor
“slis: (hen, there hee been & rspld
oo e inc skt

Thase has b

Timalayan are (here are indeed cases of
bourdary i dciok

the Himalayas poses unique challenges

Climate change and development works have made the Himalkavas acutely vulnerable to floods Jandstides, and kake bursts kifling hundreds. Why are eardy warning systems
nOF a priorin? Scientists say thar a network of nugged. easv=to-aperate early warning systems to monitor activity across the |Himalayan mountains is essential

3 Ao 0T In diasters n th Himalaes. &

There have been promising

I 19631972, the segion eparted 1
disasters, fallowed by 13 disssers in
197362, The kst docade (2013 2002) saw
the highest mumbes of disasters 3t 63, and
they accaunted for $3% of all the disssters
reported In Inda,” the DTE report
explained. Quoeing NASAS landslide daca,
DIE, salel the region experienced 1,424
landside cvents beeween 2007 and 2017.

“I've come to the Himakoas around 26
vimes, but T've peser experienced westher
Jangtime hikee, Dang
7. vold the BEC, Climite
e T8 indeed ‘making this seismically
vulnerable range increasingly
unpredictable: the region is experiencing

“a faster rate of warming than the gobal

average, ranging from 0.15° 10 060" C per

ade." according 10 3 paper puhlished
Tast year in Springer Kature,

50 why do we have an abyzmally poce
muriber of early (FWS,

Argha Banerjee, working on Himabyan
ghaciers at NSER Pane, told The Jindi
“Rie do not have an ndigenous Jow-cost
EWS that is weathes-proal, easy-to-install
and operae (by local people), uses
valtiple tnpue parameters on s and
reinote), dod transiits B daa many of
these valleys are remaote, out of the reach
of mablle networks)”

A tunsctional eaddy can

of disasters averted:
the recent glacier collapse

at Blaten village in the Swiss
Alps was prevented from
cxploding into a crisis when a
shepherd called the downstream

THE GIST

Thete bat been 4t ines e
disasturs, From 196 m\n“
the 1N rport
dessster, fol m'mty in

haer of disariers ot 63,
cowtany

Ain EWS segulres daca ard

credibie wamiogs
-

Fasarchers @y Himalaw
catstiophes are

national prioriy
Vinod Kumar Gaur,  Rengshi bised

sesmelogist and focmes director of te

National Geophysical Research [nstitute,

5 closely fraatved In the timplementatinn

of three EWSs, the third ane sill aran

elementasy stage relating to Goudbarsss.

e of these wis recently funded by the

Ermtronment Ministry to procice an

vilkage, saving of lives
suby lﬂuﬂv.in scale G f“ﬁ lmrum\d
metres) hallseoem alerts to apple orchard
e the Chinese managecs in Uitarakhand and Himachal,

chestrly save lives, he said,

There are challenges to manitoring the
2,400 kin range: drones have a scake
prablem and “are anly god for kacalised
studies, and hard to By in glackerised,
winly, rugged Himalayan conditions,” Dr,
Banerjec sald

But artificial intefligence (AD models,
he added, coukl surely help in
transforming live diti 1o credible
warnings. Thete i scope fof saellite use,

lie Hinks are wery expensive

& peactical miitigtor of disasters, in one of
the woeld's mose volatile regions (o
predict events and save lives?

Al's help
As peer reviewad stidies partend a
doepenting crisis in the Himalayas, thene &
chearly & dive Deed for EWS for inunineat
earthaquabes, landslides, snow storms,
lake outhurst foods, and extreme

"

and may ot be scalable. > There is some
scope for them, athough dsta collection
satellites needs to be rapid.

Per Dr. Banerjee: "le is impoctant o
irolve and train local people to
mamiain, operate the EWS, and also o
react(a the waming*

rd map
There hase been promising rwn-nmn of

Amkvnw af Sciences published a paper in
2022 o0 haw they created an EWS for
ghacial lake outhusst floods (GLOFS) in
Cirenaco, & high risk gtsetsl kake in the
central Himalayas using an unmanned
beat,

FWS * provenas lass of life and reduces.
the «umnﬁc and socketal impacts of
disaisters,” the authoes of the gape,
pulished in the intemationa!, Inumm o
Disaster Risk Reduction, wiote, It
comsisted of monitoeing lake level llm@v.

Not a priority

The systems are basexd on a melding of
k el Alsided predicrions and &
rigurously downscabed stmospheic
moxdel at the bocal scale with
capanllity to capture locsl land suréace
and hydrometeovological processes” said
Dr. Gaur.

Indeed, there's no time to lose: a study

published fast vear in the ournal Climate
t‘w;nwﬁx‘n«l that 90% of the

end manine
and dornstream 1unott The data can be
transmitced via sutellites and 2 mobile
netwoek 1o the dit centre.

A hazard map was created of flood
depth and velocity and translated into
four inersity Jevels

“Io thee fusture, moce refimed and
accurate simubition results can be relled
um n o c-unhluh 1his hazand map, which

e recent

mountain range that encomusses 12
Indian Stites und Union Territories.
Comsiderigt the stwer scade of the
prablem, “wo need o insall many more
EWS, one in each valley. across the entir

m»rc.y apsasidebrts flow at Barien

evacuation hxllumﬂ in downstream

village in the Swiss Alps

exploding o a humsanitarian crisis
when a shepherd called the downstream
village, suving hundreds of lives.

gEYf: fRwTera Y 9gdl JaeT=iear

Gl
:mu 0 facilitses, and in
cxomonc veRpment meisires”
cording to the paper.

Himaliyas drought Easting
overayear it Lobal warming ncreases by

.+ e et clues lato this scenarly from
the fact that wikllife here is srupped in ar
“altitade squocze,” as a warming
moustain range pushes mask deer and
snom treut to higher ground, accordig 10
Arecent UN report.

Himaliyan catastrophes are not being
@ven the priovity they desorve: either by
schentists, engineers, funding agences,
mdustry, or poiicy makers in cencral and
Toval awthorities, D, Banerjoe swid. *1
v.hmx)mmm people need i, and itis
an uegent need. This shoukd be a national

o

o SEAE MY (2024) P TH RO & TR, 1900 3R 2022 & 1T YRA DY O 687 MUCTSHT BT FHAT HRAT
TSI, I 9 240 fearer™d H g5 _

o DA TUF (2013-2022) H 3B 68 TSI MUSTE €%, SN HRA B H ATIGTAT BT TTHT 44% B

o NI 3fiHS! (2007-2017) H feuTerd dee & 1,121 F 31w yX@a- gt U MW E|

. %W%ﬁm(zozaﬁeqm fewTera ufd &= 0.15° cﬁoesmcaﬁaﬁnﬁs’rw% o af¥ye 3fd & Tt
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3 3iehg T WD Ugit bl Wil ~ 1L
Sqarg uikad 3R TSH P, Wwﬁﬁﬁwﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁ%nﬁnm%ﬁ%wm
TR AT B W@

RIS ATt Jomel! (S Ssquy) M WaR! &1 SFHM T, AR S SR Talg a3 8§ eg &R bl 5, o
TN 3R ABIRT B SR B & 1w Yevar gug firear g1 3 39 forg siawas &

fere giid fawple oG (siuasium)
SIGd Bedl 3R 3RS 91
YRITH 3R fereaad
IS AT 3R THER B geary
gTaTifes, fRrTeht & & s, AT 3R W -Taferd URMe Adra-t edd &1 3HTd &1 3T 3 |
ey ¥ Sesgud 3t R & gAfoar
1. SIfed YHUFT 3R F3R AMHH
CEl] |

o  PHOR AT IFRR W, HHRT 3R TR REeH Y I Ugdrd g
2. Wexft, FH ARTd 9Tell dB-1d T HTT

o  YRA H gaOH § R FU  feomeT iy U, fm-dt ok $1 T1REd 91d SSeud & sHa § o

pIiEio) [ GRT Trferd farar S gebdn B

o 3MMTCd i gt § SR fewTertt e & fow srugad g1

3. WRIE PAfaefad! ok eT Ay

o @3 HIfCTl M T IUUE cdeh ! Ugd I 916X &, ol A13d Sl SrIfHLH &I a1ferd &t g
o R STH-3RG SfadieT RIH aRdfdd T & FARE iR gafgar dtear &t diftrd #vd g

4. TRITTE 3R fa<fia Svan
o TR & simuer @t qaRt g R @t vrufiesar 71 @ 7

o T, Sofifrr, fife fmfars ik @t femal & s grag AR S g3 |
o SFTHYM 3R ST F g o Wi SR WiEa g1
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5. S AreRe HRitgrt

. wﬂg@ DI TIE g S uikiférd frar S 8 a1 SeSsguy vunferdt & Tarer SR Y@RErd H Tdhidd
ST Bl
o 3T Ren @1 f3yigar 3R orad # vl &1 fayr Y A & W 8|

IHID FHTYT 3R TarER

PR sy (@ans) ik SwIs uPievu

. ngﬁgéaﬁﬁw,wmmﬁémﬁﬁﬁmmﬁaamqm-wmmm
TR |
o IUUE IR $H FATRF H TeTIal HR THhd &, BTl Wharaiere! 3R aNTd & g, a4 gU & |

Y Igrexun | A

. ?@ﬁ?ﬁ,@ﬂ%ﬁ%éﬁ%@%—ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%-%ﬂﬁ%@ﬁm
|
o I P RS S SSYTY (2022) A F TR, T F g8 SR 3UaTE Ht AR & fae A1 Ifed el
BT IUANT IR © - ARAAD T S P forg Iuvrgt & Areqd § Ui el
o R an SR W& smedl & Uga™ & & o YR H 33t e & Wk & o=l §1¢ I I g |

YR YO

. ;ﬁwﬁ,ﬁwmmﬁww%mﬁﬁwﬁwmﬁmﬁm
Yfaeraroft |

o A W AE R oo 9 ufpared $ Ths b T TeS-TemdT U, SSbd 5T TN agHS
AEd HT ITT HA ¢

3T B I8
faTerg & AU &1 Tuigd HA & T, UIRA &1 I8 BT g

3T B
al grgr I SRAH arat A1et Tifedt iR fgrie &3 & daR o gu Ul vige femmardt urdt B ue Seeguy oA
|
T i Terdt &) ugd StRerars ofiR Red sifRext & w0 § ufiférd ok a<rad s
IR, T3S, 3ML3AICT 3R IUUE SeT D1 TP helcpd APIY fgHTerd! MU <IclTa-1 Hedeh H Tebiepd bR |
Ufa. 3T AT HRA & o SR -4 3R T uR (YRA-UTA-YeH-dH) AT BT
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%ﬂmtﬁmsﬁa%m%%shwﬁmwmﬁwmqug TS B RITC § | Th THT TR et gomelt 9 Haa
CIIECD gifufas o & 387 ard ardl anl & e U Afas ok fasras
HfYarfar § |Wﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁawa%ﬁmaﬁwﬁnm HRA "I Yad" &I Th R 3muer 8 § gga &
e JaTar 31 R & =i, TqeE-ge iR Weifie!-Taid Seequd Acad & i 3 s g JRe 3R
RRa Uruffiear & =0 & 91 ST 9Tfg Ul

UPSC Mains Practice Question

uy | femTera # URfe ddra-it yorrelt (Ews) & IR # fFafefed d | o9 91/9 U 981 /87
1. foue i & Wen  a1g, YRaa 3R Jed Be ST 3Maeratt &t yfasaroht #31 & Aeg a4 g
2. YR feurerdt &= o) siftresisr arfeat uea ¥ & It e wrafers Sesyuy 3 gufeid g

3. PRI e ARd Se1 I fIywTa smuer Jarafal | seem o yfHeT FAHT 9ol &

1 f3T T B BT ITART HXP el SR BT 997 BIFIC:

(a) P 1

(b) $ad 1 3R 3

(c) $ad 2 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

I : b)

Uy | feHTerd STarg-URd SHTUGIsT & Sgd TS BT AHT R 38T &, [ 1l RIS Idrat Joment MfadbiRid o+ g3

21 3T 30T &S HRUT IR 9 ¥ 3R ATt &5 & suer il & Heigd $R- & IUTd | (250 eg)
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Efaror gd uiRkmErs <= & TeH ( SEIC
P AT g1 1995 ﬁwwﬁmaﬁﬁvzoozﬁfﬁmwﬁmwaﬁ@mﬁwﬁ%m@r aﬂﬁuﬂwﬁuﬂ—d
DI I Y-ISHITTS God & &5 & 1Y 3T STHiTcep, e 3R IuMfTs Ta BT T8R1 HRA $T Ue 3awR e
frar gl m,mﬁﬁ&mmﬁWWWﬁumﬁﬁ%ﬁ&mﬁ% YR & o I=m

I =il & 9edd & Uh Hedqul A1 W &F § 30 YUTd & Aolgd HR- &1 Uh
SR Ta fea|

SR F41 82

. EFWQ@‘E&WI’%T@WW(&WWWW ? e SExg 3 &g
T & g e TR JREM TN &1 §¢1d] &1 &: §Hs, Halsdl, SRR,
wshﬁ,nﬁmm,w,ﬁﬁﬁmﬂ,m,mﬁssh?ﬁW|

o YU THPB! WIAT 8 3T 1967 Pl S, Ucis | MR b IRIUD!
R 3R YU (hid DY) TR xeR & i Bt T3 off: gSMRmT,
TR, freidie, RIMMQR 3R Ugde |

. 32T IRYF BT IS dTa U €Y, TP g, U JHE" B

o Gfaray: MR/ Ifaray o), SeRRET # R B

o TR I B H 3MaTEY 662 e § 3R 2022 T WY Thdl R IS
(\_rﬁ?ﬁﬁ) 3.2 EWS}I’W%I 3R B@WE@' https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-

exam/asean/
@1 faxawor
1. HRd & fore e RRer aWeq &1 7ea

o 3MRIEM 3R ydf TRmEr AR TR U@ IAoHRS 79 & U § 1 Bd §
, gt YR feg-v=iid & dla ggi R smfeT, 9iF, S, =9 3R feferar
Tfed g & Tad wfdTmel T2 & Iy STced a1 8|

o 2017 T IAMRYTH RRR T & b R HTS BT GorH 9P UMD Hed
1 b d BT B

e URJ A IR-IR "3MREM Far R Re-uxid ® MRHE 13ed®
@3S & fore g arad fasan 8, ot &t fRRRar oIk sguelta wganT gt
& forg mgagui 5

2. 2025 RIER TR § URd 9 yagans

. g%ﬁgw.mmﬁwmmmﬁ@maimw%
o MR Twar AR Heiad|
Tt e, Hicht srferarr iR AMFdT gewEl

Missed opportunity

India could have made better use
of the ASEAN Summit

ince 1995, when India became a dialogue
s partner of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), and 2002, when it
was upgraded to Summit fevel, the annual
ASEAN summit has been an opportunity for In-
dia to reconnect with a region with historical lin-
lages, and now increasing geopelitical impor-
tance. In addition to the ASEAN and ASEAN Tndia
summits, the annual East Asia Summit {including
the U.5., China, Russia, Australia, New Zealand,
Japan, South Korea, India and the ASEAN coun-
tries) is a chance for the Indian leadership to inte-
ract with the most powerful countries on Indo-
Pacific issues. The rebirth of the Australia-India-
Japan-U.8, ‘Quad’, for example, took place in
2007, after a decade-long hiatus, on the sidelines
of the ASEAN summit. Underlining this impor-
tance in his virtual speech at the ASEAN-India
summit in Kuala Lumpur on Sunday, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi called the 21st century “the
century of India and ASEAN", and committed to
India’s support to “ASEAN Unity, ASEAN Central-
ity, and the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific™.
He also announced that 2026 would be the year
of ASEAN-India maritime cooperation, with a fo-
cus on humanitarian assistance and disaster res-
ponse, maritime security and the region's blue
economy. The summit - External Affairs Minister
8. Jaishankar represented India - came at a time
of increased geopolitical turbulence, including
the economic turmoil unleashed by the USs ta-
riff policy, China's constraints on crucial exports,
and maritime tensions, At the East Asia Summit,
Mr. Jaishankar called the times “complicated”,
taking aim at the U.S. for constraining energy
trade with Russia and applying its principles “se-
lectively”, and China for supply chain reliability
and market access issues. India and ASEAN also
committed to finalising the review of the ASEAN-
India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) soon.
The strong statements and commitment to
cooperation did not, however, sufficiently cover
for Mr. Modi’s absence from the Summit - he was
absent in 2022 also, Malaysian Prime Minister An-
war Thrahim said Mr. Modi had expressed his in-
ability to attend due to festivities in India, but the
explanation was unconvincing as the ASEAN en-
gagement had been planned months in advance.
While some pointed to Mr. Modi's campaign
schedule for the Bihar Assembly polls, others cit-
ed LS. President Donald Trump's presence and
India-11.5, trade deal tensions as a possible reason
for his staying away. A few even suggested a lin-
gering strain in the India-Malaysia relationship
over Malaysias diplomatic support to Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor, and a visit by the Pa-
listani Prime Minister to Kuala Lumpur earlier
this menth, Mr. Modi may have had internation-
al, domestic or bilateral reasons, but the no-show
was a missed opportunity, especially when other
global players including the US. and China de-
monstrated their commitment to regional stabili-
ty, by simply being there_
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o 2026 B! "IMRAUM-YRT FHZ FgaNT a" & U & e fpar g - S &t faetadt 3R auar ufafsar
oM @I o & T Ber B

3. IHT §3T AR

o P UM & dTavlg, Gty A T SRR (@R g8R 9ra)) A fAfSd Se-ifas dad Q|
o TR A TS HRU YR H I0d' BT garel [¢dl, didh RRaR T & Jd HRIGH I ad g¢ WBIHR0I
FHGR fears fean
o  "YIfdd FR®:
o ISP Ulddgdnd (S8R g19) |
o TRRMIF Y ISP B ISHIS $W B AhR (gueha a-ma|
o SARPI-HRA AUR dTdi & IR Hag=i e |
o TP faudta, smftesT SR 9 wfgd 3 v Wifdaa & Aarsif ¥ e wu &y foran, asfta At & ufa
Ufdesal o1 S{IHH |

4. oo fAfgard

o IR eI ufagfed - R =0 F smfer-i ufermef - R fauifia & - S wifdq Iqa oik sguedre
@ Aolg B P 1T HRd B SURF ) Agayu &-re 21
. ;@%ﬁ-@agﬁsgﬁwé%qﬁﬁmaﬁmm% 3R 9 1 gferor gd uikrr & gura Aeed dRa
gt |
o Ug fEe-uid &7 ¥ U JET RAUR® & T H 4R 31 i3 &) 1t HASIR el 2

MR YR & 7T T 3[EWR USH Bl 82
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HUTTIT STOTR: SRR AT &1 TR Tad 981 I9IR 8| S99 HRd ST 30 Fafd T &1 S
I B Oee B gl 3

o Ee-URifher YUMIfA & T1Y SRR MRAM YR @ "Tde 3% Hifd 3R 3uwt "ge1-afiftha"
Y 7 Th Hew@qul uc g, off &85 H fedi & SifRRu & gxifar §1

o I & YU HT GHTadl HRAT: AR SR b T Hefeh bl Tolgd BT 39 &7 T 149 o UG & forg
TP I & ¥ § BT I ol 5|

o YR & 1Y PAfaeidcl: SMRAM & Y BHfaeiddt ueer HRd & GaiR gl H 3Mffes faebry 1
G141 ¢ oball B, 38 &9 R 3R JIOT & &g P =Y | R B Jabal B

o Frm-ameTia Taw & e deayur: SR fe-viid & § fad-snumid YRe aRgemdl &1 91d]
A H Sl yftret AT 8, St & & RRaT 3R wfg & fore sia=as g1

YR 3R MR & N9 9ga & &3 |1 82
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TN R A HRd BT adqH & MR & 1Y e RRaR I g1

A= JS1a 1992 T "JaeRd SAN UIER" & 1Y L= g3 3R &8 H 1996 H "S@NT UIER"
& ¥ U H| Y 2002 H RRR G TR d& s fosar mar ot
W%?éﬂ:mwaﬁ?sﬂw%rw FTA IR g&1eR fobU € form 11 & o R &R fRawr &t
gerar |

TR R T AT Ja TT ARG YNGR 1 2021-22 T Hd AR 110.4 faferas Ster |

o

o

o

o SMTRIAM-HRA AUR IRYG (QAHTSHT) B RIMTAT 2005 H IFHE AUR Jael B F¢1a1 o1 & 369 I

CARIERI

&l FAfaefadt YR YRA-THAR-URds (3msudd)) Buefa Iomrt, saeq AeHisd cifsre

T Uioige 3nfe & Areqd § MR SR & Y PAfdefad! dgM WR HTH HR T 7

& 3R RAT: YRT SR SRR 3 MR- RS T 3naTd 3R SR/ Y& ) 31 S5 @y

(ADMM +) S Tgad =T 31T ST b & TN &1 Aolgd b1 7

w;gmﬁmﬁqﬁ$m§?waﬁ?ﬁwm$méﬁ-ﬁmm$
TG &

HTTTes - TR Tad TEaNT: URd 3R SHTREE 3 Al ¥ Al & g et &I ggm & fae aipfas

3TeM-YeH &I Jgrar fear 3|

TG BET & 3MSH-UeH HRIHH, MRTH A% & foru IRy ulRier ureusy, Iiae) &

EH-UGH, i & & SMRAME-YRA Jead, SRaM-URd TReTd dfdqdl & R gae 31

& o Ud® oy SR B & YR P HAT

TR1eT 3R ST HRT = SR -HRT Yaeif TR S 3R 3T B! 9g1a1 34 & ford fasprasia

2211 & forg ST 3R YarT Tumeh (SRSTH) & MRFH-HRA $g B RITAT 31 8|

faeelt "are, 2009: I MRAM 3R YRA & & oD -JRe, e 3R FHToIS -Tpiad Tgi

WR = a3 & g U a1 & 1.5 T 1

T iwor: SR -HRA TeaiT S1Y, MR- HRA fa9H Td Wi faer oy iR sniRmme-uRd

W e I MREM <21t 1 faxia Tgradr ueH &1 78 g1

YRA- R Jaet # ge; v geifoar «r 82

BT HR 3R SR 7 39 fgueia Teiet & vgayuf gofa @1 €, R 1t oo g, ofik gt € o 37
FEaIT & S STed 8

o

o

IR 3Riga: Usd o auf & MR/ & Y YR $T TTUR °1eT 561 81 399 HRA H MR-
YR Herd AR JHd & a1+l & aR § FRiang der 81 e €
2021-22 ¥ 42 faferm Siar & fFafd & a1 & SREE &1 3w 68 faferam Sier @t

o JSd B Upfc: URd 3t off sgueha efeivr & so fguefta snuR wR SRR <=if & A1y $fis

ST g3 g
gforegeff &=t TEha: SRS 3R Ti-Ofifthe urdRRM & forw e sk ynfasia wwehd
i) S o it TG % Y ST SRIA-HRE et § 1 SR Tt $ g Pl
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YRA- MR A&t HY 9ga= I & AT ST 71 I 1 FIAT ATRT?
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QUAD &T fa%R: QUAD 1 S[URUT T IR FRab R =1 &1 =nfira fasar S wear € iR
QUAD + SIaRIT §9 Javcll g |
fee-vreria o el QRefm: Test faarel & HRuT R/ <=0 & D1 & Iry R =9 J&y § 1 URd 39
R DY IR Tl § 3R 3T &7 H U HedYUl ¥ HFTER & qhdll 7
IRGTaP Gae BT TG B GHI U&T GRI S IS SiteT & 1Y URd 3R AR & o9
e oY 3R Wiefed foar o gearn 3
FAfaefact &I AeTgd HRAT: YW, IR 3R T Teieh B Hogd B o dN S arn & uarg H gf g,
e g AR, 31 3R wdfet 31 werar e

3R &g Hdl # FganT YR SR SR <=1 Igad WY, gdi TR RRR gWe 8k
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|

e URd "SRR FHERar 3R T TgaiT" IR SR &1 oI 34dl &, T Ry a@ieH! & o Jufufa sik
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o o for ug & onfifer TRemuag SR TS T1d & HRUI Iad! IYA-GUT &1 T IR @1 8, R & T8
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1. HRd
2.9
3. gad T AR
4. %9
1 f3T T B BT ITART FXP el SR BT 999 BIFIC:
A) $ad 1 3R 2
o) Fad 1, 2 3R 3
M 1,2,33MR4
D) Hdd 2, 3 3R 4
3R )

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Uy fee-uwrid &7 H sgadt Wfad Tfaziad & e H TR/AM-HRd TSR] & e Hed R a0 B3| (150 M)
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China and ASEAN, hit by U.S. tariffs,
sign upgraded free trade agreement

The deal would pave the way for improved market access in agriculture, digital economy and pharmaceuticals between

the two sides; the 1-member bloc is Beijings largest trading partner, with bilateral volume totalling $771 billion last year

Reuters
KUALA LUMPUR

hina and the ASEAN
C bloc of Southeast

Asian nations
signed an upgrade to their
free trade agreement on
Tuesday, with leaders hail-
ing the deal which spans
the digital and green eco-
nomy, and other new
industries.

The 11-member Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions is China’s largest trad-
ing partner, with bilateral
trade totalling $771 billion
last year, according to
ASEAN statistics.

China is seeking to in-
tensify its  engagement
with ASEAN, a region with
a collective gross domestic
product of $3.8 trillion, to
counter hefty import ta-
riffs imposed by U.S. Presi-

(=X AS

EAN

<) maikysizoss

SIGNING OF THE ASEAN-CHINA FREE TRADE AREA
(RCFTA) 3.0 UPGRADE PROTOCOL
28 OCTOBER 2025, KUALA LUMPUR

EQ‘*&

China's Premier Li Qiang, left, and Malaysia's Anwar Ibrahim at the

Lot

signing of the ASEAN-China Free Trade Area 3.0 in Kuala Lumpur. Ap

dent Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration on countries
around the world, “We
must accelerate trade and
investment liberalisation
and facilitation and streng-
then industrial integration
and  interdependence,”
Chinese Premier Li QianE

said at the ASEAN leaders’
meeting on Tuesday.

Beijing has been seeking
to position itself as a more
open economy, despite
criticism of its expanding
export restrictions on rare
earths and other critical
minerals,

The so-called 3.0 ver-
sion of the free trade agree-
ment between ASEAN and
China was signed into ef-
fect at a summit of the
bloc’s leaders in Malaysia,
which Mr. Trump attended
on Sunday at the start of a
trip through Asia. Negotia-
tions on the upgraded
ASEAN-China deal began
in November 2022 and
concluded in May this year,
just after Mr. Trump’s tariff
offensive kicked into gear.
The first FTA came into
force in 2010.

“The upgrade will furth-
er reduce trade barriers,
strengthen supply chain
connectivity, and unlock
opportunities in future
growth areas,” Singapore’s
Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong said.

China has previously
said the agreement would

pave the way for improved
market access in sectors
such as agriculture, the
digital economy and phar-
maceuticals between Chi-
na and ASEAN. Both China
and ASEAN are part of the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, the
world’s largest trading
bloc, which covers nearly a
third of the global popula-
tion and about 30% of glo-
bal gross domestic pro-
duct. Malaysia hosted an
RCEP summit in Kuala
Lumpur on Monday, the
first in five years. The bloc
is seen by some analysts as
a potential buffer against
tariffs imposed by the Unit-
ed States, though its provi-
sions are considered weak-
er than some other
regional trade deals due to
competing interests
among its members.
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Relief, rehabilitation

India’s east coast invariably bears
the brunt of cyclones

istorically, October and November mark
l—l the period when the Bay of Bengal
throws up devastating cyclones, Of the
12 such eyclones during the 18th Century CE-20th
Century CE, nine were recorded in these months.
They include the severe eyclone which made
landfall near Nizampatnam, Andhra Pradesh, on
November 19, 1977, and the super cyclone, which
crossed the Odisha coast near Paradip on Octob-
er 29, 1999. The human toll in both disasters was
about 10,000 each, accarding to an India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD) publication in 2021.
Memories of such events get rekindled whenever
a cyclonic storm develops in the Bay, an example
being Cyclone Montha, which began to intensify
into a severe cyclonic storm on October 2728,
2025. Though not as strong as the ones in 1977
and 1999, this does not provide much comfort to
the authorities in the three coastal States, includ-
ing Odisha. Parts of north coastal Andhra Pra-
desh, especially Visakhapatnam, Anakapalli and
Srikakulam districts, and also Ganjam and Gaja-
pati of Odisha have received significant rainfall.
In Andhra’s Kakinada and Konaseema regions,
nearly 10,000 people were evacuated. The Od-
isha government made arrangements for the
evacuation of people from vulnerable places
amid inclement weather in several southern dis-
tricts where there was a “red alert”. National Dis-
aster Response Force teams were also deployed.
Over the years, the preparedness of the Union
and State governments has improved to an extent
where the prospect of thousands dying in cy-
clones has become a thing of the past, if the last
20-odd years are an indication. However, there is
still damage to public and private properties, af-
fecting the livelihood opportunities of the under-
privileged sections in particular. Likewise, milch
and draught animals and poultry are severely im-
pacted. When Cyclone Gaja struck the Tamil Na-
du coast near Vedaranayam in November 2018,
Nagapattinam district and Thanjavur saw large-
scale Josses of cattle and poultry. Several coastal
States have been taking measures, structural and
non-structural, to mitigate the effect of cyclones.
Notwithstanding improvements to their know-
ledge and skills, the authorities in Andhra Pra-
desh and Odisha will have to demonstrate in ac-
tion all that they have learnt so far while
undertaking relief and rehabilitation measures.
The political leadership should not lag behind
and must ensure that all affected people are safe-
guarded and treated in an impartial way.
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