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Minister

t0 2030,

Russia
“pole s

friendship

nessed

downs.  Humanity

Kallol Bhattacherjee

rendra Modi
faid out an expansive can
vas of energy and trade col
laborations between the
two countries, stretching

Addressing the media
after bilateral talks at Hyde-
rabad House on Friday, Mr.
Maodi described the India-

and called for a
peaceful solution to Rus-
sia's war with Ukraine,
“Over the past eight de-
cades, the world has wit-
many ups and
has
faced numerous challeng:
es and crises. Yet, through
all of this, the India-Russia
friendship has remained

India-Russia

Russian President Vladimir Putin, who is on a
two-day India visit, and Modi hold bilateral talks

steady like a dhruva tara
(pole star)," the Prime Mi-
nister said,

ppreciating  Rus:
sian President Vla
dimir Putin for tak-

‘Sustained ties'
Foreign Secretary Vikram

mg the India-Russia Misri expanded on the
relationship  to “new  Prime Minister's use of the
heights” over the past  Hindi term ‘dhruwa tara’
quarter of a century, Prime  during a later briefing, say-

ing it referred to the “sus-
tained and long-term sig-
nificance of this refation.”
Highlighting the “sustaina-
bility and certainty” of In-
dia-Russia ties, Mr. Misri
added, “This rek hi

endship

Viadimr Putin and Narendra Modi shake hands at a reception in the

is a constant. There have
been several crises along
the way but they have not
a altered the fundamentals
of this relationshi

Mr. Putins visit has at-
tracted global attention as
it comes months after U.S,
President Donald Trump
imposed punitive wariffs on
India for purchasing Rus-
sian energy. Mr, Trump de-
scribed his move as a tactic
to push Russia to the nego-
tiating table on Ukraine.

In his remarks, the
Prime Minister referred to
“energy security” as a
“strong and vital pillar of
the India-Russia partner-
ship™. Since the beginning
of the conflict in Ukraine,
“India has consistently ad-
vocated for peace, with re-
gards to the situation in Uk-
raine,” he added.

Ahead of the press state-
ments by Mr. Modi and Mr.
Putin at Hyderabad House,

Friday. gy mocersy

the Russian Presidents
special envoy, Kirill Dmi-
triev, told the Russian and
Indian media that “British
and European press is go-
ing hysterical tryving to dis-
rupt the U.S.-Russia nego-
tiation™. In an oblique
reference Lo an article re-
cently published in an In-
dian newspaper that was
jointly authored by the
French, British, and Ger-
man envoys to India, Mr.

Dmitriey said, “We know
the British empire does not
exist any more but at-
tempts to disrupt [the Rus-
sia-U.5.] peace negotiation
through the use of the me-
dia is still continuing.”

called for peace on multi-
ple occasions since the be-
ginning of the Ukraine con-
flict in February 2022,
reiterated the Indian posi-
tion. "We welcome all ef-

Pacts to raise opportunities
for Indian workers in Russia

Modi, who has

forts being made for a
peaceful and lasting reso-
lution in this matter, India
has always been, and will
always be ready to contri-
bute.” he said.

Referring to the Kudan-
kulam power plant as the
“largest nuclear reactor of
India”,
nounced that Russ
willing to collaborate with
India for small modular
nuclear reactors.

Mr.

ike the pole star: PM

Modi signals, despite Western opposition, energy Both sides sign 16 MoUs on semi-skilled workers,

ties to continue as a ‘strong pillar’ of partnership fertilizers, media, and academic collaboration

The India-Russia joint
statement also made an ex-
tensive reference to energy
security, noting “the cur-
rent and potential cooper-
ation between Indian and
companies i
fields such as oil and oil
oil refining and

gies, oilfield services and
technologi

technolo-

infrastr

twre.” Both sides have also

The Hindu Bureau will increasingly utilise

NEW DELHI India’s “strength” in the Russian
category of “semi-skilled

Indian and Russian workers® in the coming products,

governments on Friday years while adding petrachemical

signed two agreements dynamism to existing

that will enhance mobility  relations between the upstream

of Indian semi-skilled and partner countries. and related

skilled workers to Russia,

as official sources FULL REPORT ON

indicated that New Delhi » PAGE 3

agreed to resolve the chal-

lenges faced by their

vestors  in

sector”,

Putin  an-

He described India and
Russia as countries that
both follow an “indepen-
dent foreign policy™ that
calls for a “more just, de-
mocratic multipolar world
order and

teen MaUs covering areas
also  such as the mobility of se-

the energy

respect  for

media, and academic
collaboration.

NEW DELHI

India and Russia have
agreed to continue work-
ing towards enhancing the
settlement  of  bilateral
trade in the natonal cur-
rencies of the two coun-
tries, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and President
Viadimir Putin said in a
joine statement on Friday.

Mr. Putin is in India for a
two-day visit to attend the
23rd India-Russia Annual
Summit as well as to hold
meetings with Mr. Modi,
The two leaders also dis-
cussed how to remove the
tariff and non-tariffs bar-
riers so that the two coun-
tries can achieve their tar-
pet of crossing bilateral
trade worth $100 billion by
2030.  Annual  bilateral

trade stood at $68.7 billion
in 2024-25.

“Russia and India have
agreed to continue jointly
developing systems of bi-
lareral sertlements through
use of the national curren-
cies in order to ensure the
uninterrupted  mainte-
nance of bilateral trade,”
the joint statement said.

It added thar the two
sides have agreed to conti-
nue consultations on ena-
bling the interoperability
of the national payment
systems, financial messag-
ing systemns, as well as cen-
tral bank digital currency
platforms.

Reducing deficits

Experts said the ongoing
move twards trade in na-
rional currencies is a way
for the rwo countries 1o re-

5

Expert says the currant mowve is
away for the twe countries to
reduce their dependence on
the .S, dallar,

dure their dependence on
the US. doflar and move
towards addressing the wi-
dening trade deficit India
has with Russia. “By opera-
tionalising rupee-denomi-
nated trade, we can bypass
the  dollar-dependency

that is currently aggravat-
ing our deficit,” Suketu

Thanawala, partner at
StraCan, a business adviso-
ry and consulting firm,

Motably, at a time when
the World Trade Organiza-
tion is being increasingly
sidelined in matters of in-
ternational trade,the joint
statement underlined the
importance of an “open,
inclusive, rransparent and
non-discriminatory multi-
lateral trade system with
the World Trade Organiza-
tion at its core”.

“Both sides emphasised
that addressing tariff and
non-tariff trade barriers,
removing bottlenecks in lo-
gistics, promaoting connec:
tivity, ensuring smooth
payment mechanisims,
finding mutually accepta-
ble solutions for issues of
insurance and reinsurance

and regular  interaction
between the businesses of
the two countries are
among the key elements
for timely achievement of
the revised bilateral trade
target of $100 hillion by
2030,” the staternent said.

Target $100 billion
Speaking later in the even-
ing at the India-Russia Bu-
siness Forum, Mr. Modi
said, "Last year, President
Prutin and | had set a target
of crossing $100 billion of
bilateral trade between In-
dia and Russia by 2030
“But, based on my conver-
sations with President Pu-
tin since vesterday, and gi-
ven the visible potential, [
don't think we will have to
wait until 2030, 1 can see
that clearly.”

Some experts say that,

while the achievement of
the target by 2030 is debat-
able, it is true that bilateral
trade between the two
countries is set (o grow,

‘Bottom-up growth’
“There may be debate asto
whether $100 billion is
achievable, but there is no
doubt that the trade will
not go back o dismal levels
of $10 billion.” Lydia Kulik,
Head of India Studies at the
SKOLKOVO School of Man-
agement, said,

She said the reasons for
this confidence were two-
fold: *First, a lot has been
done inrecent months or a
couple of years in remoy-
ing obstacles to trade and
even more will be done,
particularly  towards  im-
proving the access for In-
dian exporters to the Rus-

India, Russia to work towards boosting trade in national currencies

sian market."

The second factor, she
added, was that the deve-
lopment of business links
between the two countries
is currently taking place or-
ganically. “The interest is
growing naturally from the
bottom up, it is not solely
happening on the top go-
vernmental  level” she
said.

The joint statement also
noted the importance of
hastening the resolution of
issves faced by investors in
the energy sector of the
two countries, saying that
the [ndia-Russia coopera-
tion in the energy sector is
a significant pillar of the
Special and Privileged Stra-
tegic Partnership the two
countries share.

(With inputs from

Stehasini Haidar)
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TTeRI H3A H Agg Hd

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. 31ef-gpRre yffrept Bt Tifc=feran
2. IRD

3. Hifear wgam

4. ey uRad EA

HE IR BT IG9 HIfoIE:

(a) Had 1, 2 3R 3

(b) Fad 1 3R 4

(c) $ad 2 3R 4
(d)1,2,3 3R 4

IT: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: HRd 3R =9 & §1F 2030 dP 100 S Sier & I=NfYd fguahiy TR d8d & U B |
B | VY GURT H1 gma S S R, TR-SRE 3R AffRed arersif & g & § Hag &R dd | (150 Xeq)
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YR Rerd o

YT Y Bl gl

(RBI) 7 fe&eR 2025 B1

Sifd 9T (MPC) BT

T Uiferl a1 &R 1 25 SHTYUR 3feb]  GTh
5.25% PR fean, S faaR 2024 & AR WS/ T & USHR JUTAA & d18 I TAR 91t &R FHerdl ¢ | T8 HeH T
JHG T IS T § TE HRd Th STHI S M1 TS BT SIHT FR 6T § - 9gd HH AW AR Aoigd
ST gfS | SReTeE A 39 "gaH e aiay fafd” & ¥ # afvfd fasan, S faewr &1 a0 o= & fore wata ifoma

Cheaper loans likely as repo rate cut by 25 bps

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAL

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) of the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
on Friday voted unani-
mously to reduce the poli-
cy repo rate by 25 basis
points (bps) to 5.25% with
immediate effect.

The decision comes
against the backdrop of da-
ta showing that India’s real
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth accelerated
to 8.2% in the second quar-
ter and average headline
inflation reduced to 1.7%,
breaching the lower tole-
rance threshold (2%) of the
inflation target (4%) set by
the RBIL.

With this, the MPC un-
der Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra has cumulatively cut
the repo rate by 125 basis

points on four occasions.
He took over as RBI Gover-
nor on December 11, 2024.

The reduction will lead
to lower interest rates for
borrowers and savers.

After this rate cut, the
standing deposit facility
rate under the liquidity ad-
justment facility (LAF) will
stand adjusted to 5%.

The marginal standing
facility (MSF) rate and the
bank rate will be adjusted
to 5.5%. The MPC also de-
cided to continue with the
neutral stance indicating
rates may go up or reduce
further.

On the rationale for the
decisions of the MPC, Mr.
Malhotra, in the Gover-
nor’s statement, said: “The
MPC noted that headline
inflation has eased signifi-
cantly and is likely to be
softer than the earlier pro-

Cutting down

The RBI lowered the repo rate by
25 basis points to 5.25% on Friday

1.T5

5.25

Repo rate is the rate at
which RBI lends money
to commercial banks

& T T
Jan. 15  Aug.
2015 201

02 May 22
T 2020

Feb. 08
2023

Dec. 05
2025

jections, primarily on ac-
count of the exceptionally
benign food prices.”

“The underlying infla-
tion pressures are even
lower as the impact of in-
crease in price of precious
metals is about 50 basis
points  (bps). Growth,
while remaining resilient,
is expected to soften some-
what. Thus, the growth-in-

flation balance, especially
the benign inflation out-
look on both headline and
core, continues to provide
the policy space to support
the growth momentum,”
he said.

‘Rare goldilocks period’
In his opening remark, The
Governor said since the
October policy, the Indian

economy had witnessed
rapid disinflation, with in-
flation coming down to an
unprecedentedly low level.
“For the first time since
the adoption of flexible in-
flation targeting (FIT), aver-
age headline inflation for a
quarter at 1.7% in Q2:2025-
26, breached the lower tol-
erance threshold (2%) of
the inflation target (4%). It
dipped further to a mere
0.3% in October 2025, he
said. “On the other hand,
with real GDP growth ac-
celerating to 8.2% in Q2,
buoyed by strong spending
during the festive season
which was further facilitat-
ed by the rationalisation of
the Goods and Services
Tax ( GST) rates. Inflation
at a benign 2.2% and
growth at 8% in H1:2025-26
present a rare goldilocks
period,” he emphasised.
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1. RBI 7 Y1 ¥ # Hald! & $1?
a. GEREIfd § 99 fRmae (eae@ifa ugf)

o Q2 ¥ 3T TSART IRWIfd fIRER 1.7% B 7S, S 2016 & 3 UM & d1¢ Ugel TR TR ITd-aediau
o & frad TeRiad TR %) ¥ e fthad TS|

o AT 2025 YERWIA 0.3% b R 718, S T = I Tarferd gl &:
o SRTYRY FU Y Y @ HIHdl
o ugd HH TR @1R) Garepid
o DI YTl ¥ had HHd Ga1d (50 bps THTT)
S | Ao St gfs
e Q2 T aRdfd® GDP JfG TG 8.2% Bl T8, fordest wd= 4 g1 fovan
o IHd PIEY
o SITHC & & Gfaaaid ST
o MU YR W WU 3R 2 BT FRaR
o EifP Ao "6 ge db R 81 Jobdl §, A aaAM TIfd eriiell &t g3 31
c. fawTa-gerewifa dga- sgoa

o TERBI d&T J 9gd HH 3R e Aoigd 811 & 1Y, THURI &1 o= &1 $H HA & fore yafa Hiforra
R e

o THURR A U& dewd $@ §9E 3461, Hiow § @R & 95ard &1 dobd sel R 1R $am, 7 6 gd-Faifd oy wi
2. ¢ & TG UHE &R GHTAISH
e UIER:5.25% AP

o R ST JIAYT (TASITP): 5.00%
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. 301 X B el § 3T IR R IYRBATSH & o Ted 07 ST 3R STl 5

2. YTt ST YT (THSIu) aR gHR AT RITR YadT (THTTEw) o) F 31 gl ]

3.0 X B had avft 1 3T S Tl § Td GERWId $HOI AoVl 88 I SR 96 i 5|
ST Byl # A HIH-91/9 T8l /82

(a) BT 1

(b) Had 1 3R 2



LJ

E NITIN SIR |

W%WW&%%@@W%E&ﬁWW%ﬂT% (150 TI3)



Y

B NITIN SIRN

oot booooon

Page : 04 : GS 3 : Indian Economy / Prelims

ANBEHT = WY FREM 3R AP YR&T FUDBR A9, 2025 YR B el &, Sl UM FHIel W T 747 f99y Iuah
TR BT TN FHRal g1 SUHR 39 0t 3 forg Hier Siewet eifagfd Iuax &1 g ol SUHT 9iftd 3= &l §&A
TP T ATST- WIS TR 3R AT FRé&f & g T qHftia IoRd URT S 5 |

g HcH BINPRS IATG! UR AT BRIYH B 3R IRBR P I&d Dl IUNR Bl 8, I g1 I8! 7 Ufdagarsit ara
&t & forg It gw &t 4t Holgd FRar 3|

Lok Sabha passes Bill to levy
a special cess on pan masala

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman says the cess will be shared with the States; it will be levied on the production

capacity of machines in pan masala manufacturing factories; main aim to meet expenditure on national security and health

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on
T Friday passed a Bill
to levy a special

cess on pan masala and use
the fund for improving pu-
blic health and strengthen-
ing national security.

The Health Security se
National Security Cess Bill,
2025, will introduce a new
cess that replaces the exist-
ing compensation cess un-
der the GST framework.

Sharing with States
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
the cess would be shared
with the States, as public
health is a State subject.
Replying to the debate

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in the Lok
Sabha during the Winter Session of Parliament on Friday. FTi

on the Bill before it was
passed by a voice vote, Ms.
Sitharaman said pan masa-
la would be taxed at the
maximum 40% rate under
the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) based on its con-

sumption, and there would
be no impact of this cess
on GST revenues.

The primary intent be-
hind the newly introduced
Health Security (National
Cess) Bill, 2025 is to levy a

tax specifically on the pro-
duction capacity of pan
masala, a category the go-
vernment says cannot be
effectively brought under
the conventional excisable
regime, the Finance Minis-
ter had clarified on
Thursday.

On Friday, Ms. Sithara-
man said the Bill’s intent
was to augment the re-
sources for meeting expen-
diture on national security
and for public health by le-
vying a cess on the ma-
chines installed or other
processes undertaken to
manufacture pan masala
and similar goods.

‘Resource stream’
The purpose of the Bill is to
create a “dedicated and

predictable resource
stream” for two domains
of national importance —
health and national securi-
ty, she said.

The proposed Health
and National Security
Cess, which will be over
and above the GST, will be
levied on the production
capacity of machines in
pan masala manufacturing
factories.

Initially the Bill is applic-
able to pan masala, howev-
er, the government may
notify to extend the cess to
other goods, if necessary.

Ms. Sitharaman added
that the cess as a percen-
tage of gross total revenue
was 6.1% in the current fis-
cal, lower than 7% bet-
ween 2010 to 2014.
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espite dramatic gains in renewable
l) energy, India dropped 13 places to 23rd in

the Climate Change Performance Index
released during COP30 in Brazil in November
2025. The main reason is the lack of progress to
phase out coal. Coal presents a conundrum of the
waorst kind because its phaseout presents a loss of
jobs and the supply of low-cost electricity in some
States, while the current trajectory means the
loss of lives and livelihoods from runaway global
warming and air pollution. This trade-off draws
attention to Chile’s experience in tackling it.

A comparison

The big Indian picture is that coal, as a source of
the use of all energy, makes up over half while
renewables (solar, wind, hydro, nuclear) are still a
minority share. At the same time, the good news
is that India doubled clean energy capacity
during 2021-25. Now, the share of renewables in
total installed power capacity is one half,
although only one-fifth of electricity was actually
generated using them in 2024, with coal
contributing 75% of electricity generation. What
is more, India is increasing domestic production
of coal.

In comparison, coal’s share of Chile’s
electricity generation fell from 43.6% to 17.5%
during 2016-24. Today, renewables (especially
wind and solar) make up over 60% of the
country’s power mix. This shift was driven by
decisive government actions, first by a 2014 tax of
$5 a tonne of carban emissions. The government
imposed stringent emission standards on coal
plants, raising construction and compliance costs
by 30%. Competitive auctions for wind and solar
power helped push renewables, Chile has also
aggressively built out energy storage systems to
stabilise the grid, and committed to phase out all
coal by 2040. All this makes the case that even

@ faxauor

Mansi Dhingra

is former Consultant,
Asian Development
Bank

Vinod Thomas

is Distinguished
Fellow, Asian Institute
of Management

India needs to
draw up a plan
Lo exit the use
of coal and in
this, Chile’s
experience

can hel

1. HRd &1 Hger fHRar: Srares g
o YRA P UINHS SHoll STIN & HIad B GRaRT 50% H S g
o 75T 2024% faoTelt B T TS, FTaSIE 9D b AHHUNG Fro1t R & BT 31eT iFwan 71
o YRA WY BT IcTeA Hi 91381 8, Sl fielt BT Sgelt i ofR e Haieht fiarslf 9 ORka 3

o  YRWS, BUIGE, NS, Ul Sd S Biad R AR Isa o1 wriad Temar iR Hftd dofcus I
P DRI 3P §¢ B F I TTHIIG SRIAT BT FTHT BT ISl g |

economies with coal dependence can accelerate
a transition. That said, coal occupies a smaller
share of Chile's energy when compared to India,
giving it fewer plants to shut down and a smaller
dependent workforce, The transition was also
enabled by a political environment that allowed
swift, market reforms following privatisation of
key sectors.

Crucially, Chile had already begun developing
alternative industries, particularly in renewables,
creating pathways to absorb displaced workers
and capital. In contrast, India’s far deeper coal
dependence and limited economic alternatives in
coal regions make its transition more complex.
Many districts in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha
and West Bengal could face social risks from
abrupt closures.

But it is worth remembering that coal
phaseout constitutes a “no regrets” policy. That is
to say it is part of averting the damage from
climate change. One estimate is that by 2100,
climate change would sap 3%-10% of India’s GDP
through heat stress and declining labour
productivity. It is also part of stopping massive
health damage: by one estimate, a one GW
increase in coal-fired capacity corresponds to a
14% increase in infant mortality rates in districts
near the plant site.

Focus on decarbonisation

Considering this socio-ecological calculus, the
eve needs to be squarely on decarbonisation
which calls for a systematic removal of the oldest
and most polluting plants, cancellation of new
coal approvals, and replacement of coal output
with firm renewable power backed by storage. It
is important to have timelines for plant
retirements and closures, TERI has suggested that
India could phase out coal power entirely by
2050 to meet its net zero goals. In the transition

to this target, there could be an incremental
scaling down of coal, improved efficiency and
decommissioning. Three sets of action aid this
central thrust of a coal phaseout.

First, the more the limitations of renewables
are tackled, the better for the moving out of coal.
The eftort would also be aided by a drive to
electrify transport, industry and households.

Second, underpinning this physical transition
would be the reform of markets and regulation to
disincentivise coal, for example through carbon
pricing, removal of coal subsidies, clean dispatch
rules and power procurement contracts that
favour renewables.

Third, Chile’s experience also speaks to
providing robust suppaort for workers through
reskilling and alternative livelihoods. A dedicated
transition fund is essential, such as the “Green
Energy Transition India Fund” proposed by the
Inter-Ministerial Committee,

The issue of finance
Financing the transition will benefit from a
blended madel of public and private capital,
where government support is directed toward
community welfare and workforce reskilling,
while private investors lead the expansion of
clean energy infrastructure, The District Mineral
Foundation corpus can be strategically used to
toster entrepreneurship and economic
diversification in coal-dependent regions,
Considering the high stakes, a phaseout of coal
needs to become a top political priority.
Renewable energy gains show tremendous
promise, but without an actionable plan to
replace coal, climate ambitions would remain
hellow. The time has come for a coal exit road
map, one that enshrines delivery timelines,
financing of social protection, market reform,
and learning from peers such as Chile.
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he current period might well be
viewed, or termed, as India’s moment
of reckoning. For one, India today -
and despite its highly regarded
diplomatic skills - increasingly appears more like
an ‘outlier’ than a major player in world affairs, Tt
has been virtually sitting on the sidelines when it
comes to issues involving peace and order in
different regions of the globe, especially in West
Agia and Europe. It is also a virtual onlooker as
far as the emerging situation in the Indo-Pacific is
concerned. Seldom indeed has India faced a
situation of this kind.
1f this was not bad enough, the entire South
Asian region in which India is situated, appears to
be in turmoil at present. Afghanistan and Nepal
are among the countries on India’s periphery that
appear to be most affected, but from the Maldives
to Myanmar and further afield, India can hardly
count on many friends and allies. Thisisa
frightening scenario given that each day produces
a range of new threats, including cyber.

Hostility from west to east

Currently, India has to contend with two openly
hostile powers on its western and eastern flanks —
Pakistan and Bangladesh, respectively. In the case
of Pakistan, the threat level has been going up
steadily, with a growing cacophony of voices
being heard in that country to teach India a
proper lesson. What is aggravating the situation
further is the approval of the 27th Constitutional
Amendment Bill by Pakistan’s Joint Parliamentary
Committee of the Senate and National Assembly,
which has altered the precarious balance
between civil and military authority in that
country.

Also, a recent amendment has introduced the
concept of a new ‘Chief of Defence Forces’,
elevating Field Marshal Asim Munir as the
nation’s military supremo, and the
commander-in-chief of all three services, having
sole control over Pakistan’s nuclear assets. The
amendment has invested Field Marshal Munir
with absolute authority to deal with enemies
(such as India), removing the fig leaf of
parliamentary restraint and posing a real threat
to India on its western flank. Military
dictatorships in Pakistan, as elsewhere, have
traditionally proved to be extremely hostile to a
democratic India, and the rise and rise of Field
Marshal Asim Munir, with unfettered authority,
represents a significant and direct threat to a
democratic India.

That such concerns are well merited, and that
military dictators tend to be short sighted, is well
known, Concentration of power encourages
strategic adventurism. This, in turn, increases the
chances of miscalculation in crises. Also, and in
keeping with the general trend among military
regimes, there is likely to be a tendency to turn
local conflicts into spheres of proxy competition
and inter-state confrontation. Hence, prospects of
a lasting peace with Pakistan are unlikely. On the
other hand, the risk of conflict has enhanced
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significantly. Thus, it would be wise for India not
to ignore the possibility of yet another conflict
with Pakistan in the near future and be prepared
for all eventualities, This may as vet be in the
realm of speculation, but the danger must not be
ignored.

India’s Pakistan problem is compounded by
the fact that the interim government in
Bangladesh to India’s east, is proving unfriendly,
if nat openly hostile, toit. To add to India's
discomfiture, Bangladesh is currently displaying a
willingness to establish warmer relations with
Pakistan, In a first, a Pakistan navy ship visited
Bangladesh after almost a half-a-century and this
is expected to help Pakistan re-establish its
presence in the Bay of Bengal. This has serious
security implications for India.

Hence, a mixture of ideological posturing and
military governance on India’s western and
eastern flanks has raised diplomatic temperatures
across the region. It could have serious and
adverse consequences, if not properly handled.
Extreme vigilance and careful manceuvring is
called for.

The surfacing of ‘urban terror’

Compounding India's problems at this time is the
return of ‘urban terror” after a gap of several
years, though in a different mould, and by a
whole new set of indigenous actors. Tt is only fair
to think that in the highly disparate world that we
live in, and in the circumstances prevailing today,
terror is merely a hand's length away from
everyday existence, Yet, till recently, urban
terrorism on a significant scale had taken a back
seat after the 2008 terror attacks in Mumbai
sponsored by Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed in collusion with elements of
the Pakistan military establishment.

During the past two decades, sporadic terror
attacks had been reported in certain urban
pockets, but the latest module of urban terror -
extending trom Jammu and Kashmir to Faridabad
and Delhi, and involving medical practitioners
and doctors (most of whom had connections to
the Al-Falah university, Faridabad, Haryana)
reveals a new chapter in India’s tryst with
terrorism.

The latest terror module, comprising almost
only medical practitioners, draws inspiration
from, and harps back to the destruction of the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya (in 1992). It
fundamentally differs from the terror attacks
witnessed in Mumbai (and certain other pockets)
during 1992-1993 in the wake of the Babri Masjid
demolition, which were mainly carried out by
‘lumpen’ elements,

That more than three decades after the
destruction of the Babri Masjid, terror still finds
supparters and that too among the educated
elite. That is it more so among groups, such as
doctors, is highly disturbing. It reveals that
religious terrorism is not only alive but still active.

Also, its newest disciples represent some of the
best and brightest elements of a community. This

is a quantitative and qualitative leap as far as the
annals of terror are concerned.

Details of the terror module, which extends
from Srinagar to Faridabad to Delhi, have been
widely aired. But what should cause more serious
and deep concern is that they could accumulate
nearly 3,000 kilograms of explosive material and
also safely hide it in two houses, Further, it is
alarming that a car laden with explosives could
escape the police dragnet around India’s capital
city, Delhi, and trigger an explosion in the vicinity
of Red Fort in the heart of Delhi. This reveals
either extremely careful planning at one level, or
total ineptness on the part of the authorities, on
another. Worse still, while the 1993 terror
explosions were carried out by ‘lumpen
elements’ and the 2008 Mumbai attacks were
directly sponsored by Pakistan, the latest
incidents were of an entirely different character,

These were arganised by a group of medical
professionals, some of whom were perhaps not
even born when the destruction of the Babri
Masjid took place, revealing a major fault line in
India’s multi-cultural, multi-religious society. Far
more than the details of the terror module that
are being revealed through painstaking
investigation, it is this aspect, and the aspect of
revenge, which has been the catalyst for some of
the best and brightest in a community, which
should be seen as a blot on India’s civilisational
journey and progress.

The moot point is whether the latest incident
represents mere disenchantment and anger
against the nation state, or something more
fundamental. It has been India’s belief, and as
claimed by the Union Home Minister in
Parliament, that no local had joined a terrorist
group in Jammu and Kashmir in recent times,

This myth has been exploded. Investigations
have revealed that this is an entirely local terrorist
maodule, which had been using encrypted
channels for indoctrination, coordination, fund
movements and logistics. Another aspect is that
funds were being raised by professional and
academic networks under the guise of
social/charitable causes. There are other reports
that the groups were in touch with elements in
Pakistan. The links of the group also seem to
extend beyond Pakistan to the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Tirkiye.

The need for vigil

Given the new perilous external dimension to
India’s security, a hostile Pakistan and
Bangladesh on its western and eastern borders,
and the fact that much of West and South Asia are
in turmoil, India needs to be careful that the
situation does not lead to the fostering of
religious fascism on a more extended scale. Given
India’s tolerance and acceptance of disparate
religious beliefs, this may seem unlikely. But
eternal vigilance (or diligence) is the price that
needs to be paid to ensure that the situation does
not deteriorate further, necessitating cause for
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GS-2 : Governance

BT &1 H TR Il U &) i-3eTd R & IRPR P SHICY Bl g BT Aoy fad, FATRAT iR AR SifieRi &
o9 9Gd 9T B ISIFR BT & | STalfeh TRET T 3R WIZsR IR BT YHTadl B BT IAST T, TATd = TgHfd,
SIfAr SeT HSRUT 3R Mu=odr Ieag & IR H i 3875 | I8 Uhvl fefored Junfaewdr o b Sazadd
oI 3Gifhd Bl ¢ - Siea W § Tadzran, 1R, AT, Saees! R SFH & 9T o Jaue Rigiar &1
ST

feforea Afaurare wr &2

fefsrea Fauwar uRuR® Aedite qRem Iurl & fSiea & o fawaia #=dt 8, st ST TUs, $HT gfawm
@3TS), AR SR TaaTferd W gRT Sad FHIfad! BT JHTUH HRll ¢ | or o Aot &1 gl - Sfdh ok wrea
JaT F AP H IR 3R IsHifae tfivenfad ae - fefored Ren gRT Aot ¥ Herydr &t o @1 8, ANTRSD! Bl
Tfepg SAfIBR URB! & soig Afepy Ser favg a9 o1 Sifed 71 ifHafa fsfea wifda diwdie Rigidl & saeiR
PR Thal g, M- TIRMIT B! G797 T Toball & 3R TWaAdT BT IY B Jbal ol

YR § gt
1. AR 3R S

o Terdel ST, amies UgaH, HiasT wearan faRayur SR 98R &1 uga oikit Ureififear srewd, R
R 3 Fem T §

o 39 yUNfer, Waf SRIY-AHYUTH IUBU & U H dIR P 75 7, ARR AeuBIS!, Afgarsit 3k gike w)
5 aTe THE! & R WeHTa Hat 8, S erfrd yuta Uer 8id B

2. TENRYH

o WaIeId RReH, U1 "< ST, URSRIAT a1 SaTac gl & fodT dedur, e iRal, BT, 3R 3iTars— i Aleew
P o #d g1
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3. FHGR BT &idn

o SRS YR, 2000 SR fEfoea afdard Ser WRer Sififm, 2023 Tfgd Hiejal FTH ARG SRAIGRT &Y
it T4 9 &1 Hd B

o  UH WHRI e, HHIR FRI&0T 3R A I faal Ht Herdl & derd g
4. HgHfa 3R Frior $7 &ROT
o edfd ue Fafta faaew-y ufshar o9 718 €, oW SR aRafde TWrasidr 1 3{HTd 8T & |
o f$frea Meiffear ggam, gamr ok Fofa a7 W safdard fd=or & oF e B
f¥frea Tfiurrare 1 woga $39 & fog warfaa ant
T, HRITTT frfiaror

o U@NREH &1 3fifge &R, AR & AR $5R7 SiR Saraeg! a axA & fol e waa fefrea
SfUPR TIRT Bt RITGAT B |

3. AR W= fiwm

o IR IRe 3R AWK T & 1Y IR 3R ATuTfadar & fRufl & e Wt fFRre
CAVIGEIRGRCEY

. aReRiar 3R ANR® Sifter

o wrdufe ureRfar Ruid, vars &1 Fafta gafug-ustern sifard &%, ok waafera fAofal & fore
TR 3R ST & SHUBR BT A B

IR HauTe axfdaeor & wu | fSforea angrar

o ARSI I fioTeet Qe IR Bl GHF, STeireT B 3R FHTd o o forg fRfaid &y |
Ui, SeT gRam Risid

o I I, TYAAH ST T 3R GUTNT & foTT TRed Ioll UR SR &
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f$frea Weififerar doft & Far faaRul, Ieifad HifieR! SR UgdM &t Uga &I MuiRd $dt | HauTe gran
JUrt & T, gerar Hifeies WAl &1 HIAd R 311 Tohdl 5| fefied dauear ag gRfidd #rdl ¢ f& fafer
T TAAIS! WTH & Tod AN Bt AP a1 3¢ | TENRYT T & Alhad $i JRET & oL T8 31aa ¢

eI

TR 1t YR YR & for Taunfe gouil &1 fefiied - & Uebidd - & T U dara-t ¢ | URmfe gfae
T Teb-iidh! Gefcll & ToTg eI, THIAT, TRAT SR MU=iadr &1 AT &1 fbar S Teber g1 FRumTa Feror o weiga
HRA1, TR AT BT SR ArTiRep! B e §-H1 f3foied g & diddd SR AFaISHR! &1 & & fore Tgayut
A ¢ | FSTored GaeTreedT sbael ST GUR a1 8; I8 Ueb U U1 H AleheliiHh WPTER 1 &f 8 S TelRGH o sl
BCIER
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Follow VWiore

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Website : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20mg

> Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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