THE#tE2 HINDU
LA s LN DU .

U n ooooot

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC
CSE

Friday, 05 Dec, 2025

Edition : InternationalfTable of Contents

Page 01 & 04 YYUTTHAT A 8413 31 WR Yo &1
Syllabus : GS 2 : International YR O w@rTe f&ar, URT- 9
Relations / Prelims '\‘I'I@EI'\FT &t IRTeAl FI 3R
uf$et ufaeel o1 ywfeal & a4
gfas &1 a1 didt ReR & foe
d-Taqul ©e¢d 7
Page 04 ggeild (AT deuaey 2026 |
Syllabus : GS 3 : Environment / AT 6 ﬂﬂ-ﬂ'\’WﬁWﬁ?ﬁ
Prelims aﬁiﬁ@ﬂ'ﬂ
Page 06 wﬁmuﬁ%ﬁqqﬁaﬂéﬁﬁ
Syllabus : GS 2 : Governance / A9 W AR #wars
Prelims
Page 07 I H TgSITSdl YR &1 Th
RieTre o
Page 10 o BT ITHI TRIGR Dt Sl
Geograph
Page 08 : Editorial Analysis | 7% fawl T AU&r 3rerTTd, 3T &
AT HRd dT UdrH




N

B NITIN SIR N

OO 0oooot

Syllabus : GS -1 : Indian Society &
Geography

Page 01 & 4 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims
23d YRA-FY a1 IR A o fog T Ayuld AGHR i BT s faedl Ugaal HRd & [T U S e=ddl
T ARG &0 g1 gob H Ta 38 oy, ufdef ufaset ok ot gfem & faams srdefiht & fRuart are & aTasg,
YRA A SHIYRY WA {1, e R Adl 7 Afdd U 8 ured arg 91 99 W 3961 WRTd fobar| a8 amn
G & 1Y 30 eI TRt &1 Agferd B & -1 SARST 3R TRIY & 1Y Yaelt HY Mg H & URd
& g B S B

Putin’s visit a tense tightrope walk for Modi
government amid Western sanction threats

cessed foods, apparel, and  US. had earlier threatened
some machinery, particu- o impose sanctions under
larly over the newly deve-  the Countering America’
loped Eastern Maritime  Adversaries Through Sanc-
Corridor from Chennai to  tions Act after India final-
Vladivostok. ised a deal to buy S-400
Both sides will also push  defence systems from Mos-
for more progress on the  cow. Russian technology
FTA between Indiaand the  transfer is key for India, as
Eurasian Economic Union  no other country thus far
(EAEU) during the visit, has agreed to share its
even as Indian exporters  most sensitive

INEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasinl Haldar

NEW DELH]

s Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi walked down the
red carpet at Palam airport
on Thursday to give Rus-
sian President Viadimir Pu-
tin his trademark hug as

o part of a grand welcome, hit by the US’s 50% tariffs  technologies.
the government signalled seek new markets. With the Russian Duma
ol 2 i H 1 G that India’s ties with Russia now clearing the RELOS
P]\/] \'\Ll(-()mts PU[I“ at alrp()rt In “’drm are untouched by Western Labour mobility military logistics pact with

. s = B ) = concerns, the Internation-  Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian Presidentadimir Putn The India-Russia labour  India, more military exer-
~ . « ~ P OT " . s K )
{.’,e&tlll E, hdl]s Indld'RUSSld Ddrtn EI Shlp al Criminal Court’s arrest  asthey depart Palam Alr Force Base in New Delhi on Thursday. ase mobility agreement to be  cises with Russia — which
warrant, and U.S, and Eu- announced as the “centre-  the EU had protested ear-
Kallol Bhattachesiee. Mr. Putin's Srst engmge-  day will be af the Rashira Timed with these dis ropean sanctions. visit [ndia in early fanuary,  ter arapid expansion inIn-  piece” of Mr. Putin’s visit  lier this year - could be
el mentAATod With Apevate  pari Bhawan wixere Fresl  cussons, Horwan (el X

AENOR, dimmer wit M. Modtar the ~ dent Decupadi Murmu will €50 and Chiatrmuan of the Even so, ;le!lel\\ple;ld- and l!lt‘ EUS top leader-  dias (Jxl.|1yl'g‘txnws from cn)u}dbuacrm‘ta!lxuns{ l({r expected.
Eatters aMficiad residenec - host Bl @ & bangaer  Beecuiwe Baardof fissa's ers sit down for bilateral  ship Ursula von der Leyen  lessthan2% of its oll basket  Indian skilled and semi-

Ina spechal granwe, Pame 7 Lok Xalvan Marg The  dinser talks on Friday, the govern-  and Antonio Costa will be  before the Ukraine con-  skilled workers seeking  Nuclear pact
Russian leader will receive Severnl members af Mr. o ced ; 3 Y o 3 == :

2 coremanial tevepion At Iti'e ol delegation ment will need to manage  guests for Republic Day  flict, to 40% last year, driv-  jobs as other Westen mar-  The same is true for nu-

the forecourt of the Rash-  Teached New Delhl hours  been carrvmg out Mrges atense tightrope walk, par-  and the EU-India summit. ing India-Russia trade from  kets tighten their immigra-  clear power cooperation

dent Viadimir Pu

NIV e A K 2’?1?1'.""3?&’..”13:"&' N AT s | ol Mo 1":::':"' ticularly between Russia The government hopes  its annual average of $10  tion controls. On December 3, in res-
o, ahcad of the  lowed by 2 isk 1o Rajghat,  Belonsav met Defence At noky and Europe, on a number 1o finalise the EU-India free  billion to $68.7 billion in Meanwhile, war-weary  ponse to a question in P;

{ s where be il sy s wteah siscr Rojnath_Stigh. on ofissues including the op-  trade agreement (FTA) as  2024-25. and  heavily-sanctioned  liament, the government
:;I":‘:“I:w-uln Mahat  Thwrstay cvealng. In a f::ll:::a have Lauu tics of the visit, oil imports ~ well as the U.S.-India FTA With India now expect-  Russia is facing a labour  said the Department of

After the meeting “lisdia &
e for cspanding
capacity af Indtaenos de
te ry tow both ko

and trade, defence, nu-  in the next few weeks,and  ed to cut its oil imports  shortfall of whatis estimat-  Atomic Energy had held
clear cooperation, and a  will not want the announ-  drastically in the wake of  ed to be about 3.1 million  ralks with Rus
mobility agreement. The cements made in meetings  US. sanctions, India and  jobs by the end of the de- owned nuclear energy

On agenda
The 20 Indu-Rissa
sl summz will ¢

Decante menae at (150 0m, at Hyid production and ex- stk mark optics of the visit are par-  on Friday to delay or derail ~ Russia will on Friday dis- cade, and is seeking Indian ~ giant Rosatom about In-
SEEn MBI ELS, Orees SONAC, By, io Sho ' st and diaciscwl coew - S WAt Yclieest i ificant, given  any of those outcomes. cuss replacing ar least workers for its construc-  dia‘s plans for five indige-
d Cllawed by press stie apoortunities™ i “niche at the bibsmerl pert < ¥ i 3 £ : ik

ments iy e Modiand N fectmologies nership is ‘ e pected some of those oil purchas-  tion, technology, and ma-  nous  small  modular

Putin. The Russian keades A
Fad visieed Indisy bt on

e e satke Hm
sl Fint Deputy
Prime Minister Denis Man-  resp \ - .
fuarov mit Fintmee Minkster— Sence said. Mr. Singh farth month, German Chancel-

shortly — a US. rade dele-  Oil and trade es with other commodities  nufacturing sectors. reactors.
gation is expected this Russian oil is by far the from Russia, as well as The visit will be watched France and other EU
most contentious piece of  boosting Indian exports to most closely for any de-  member states are also bid-

my
10 Indlia. 100
10 our

Nirnaka Siharansn and e anderscond Jor Friedrich Merz is set to_the diplomatic puzzle, af~  Russia of produce and pro-  fence deals, given that the  ding for these projects.
dnasEwisahrielvisit On  discussed leerank, crese  comiitment 1
¥rdy aftemonn, Mr. M coaperation,  expanding

ot peogile,” said Prime M1 1 will atend 4 business  payment NSt fenoe manuleirning €co

nister tod after groermg  evernat the share Mandh-  amd che Indinkassh i mwem  undes  the

Ar. i on the tirmac of  pam in the ¢
AFS Palan. caheial eng

ital, HiS Tt westment protoction agree. Astmanirbhar Bharat
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feu

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: HRd-¥9 et & ded # Fufafaa sy=f = iR Fifv:
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3. HRd R SHHMHS A (SUsY) & 1Y Th ad AR JH (ThelT) TR dddid & T 71
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Sudad SU § A -1/ T /2
A.HId 1 3R 2B. 2 3R 3 HadC. 1 3R 3 HaaD. 1, 2 3R 3
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

WH: TiT Tfaae SR 3-RToriie d-1d & STavle ¥ & I1Y HRd Bi UMD ARIGRT TR Text 8l &t 8 | A5t
GfoH &1 2025 B AT & SR ISR 6T 7TT TEahT & U & IR =af H¥ SR & 3R ufdm & Iy o0 el o)
Tferd R T YRA & T 371 Tl G T fa=esor X1 (150 Jeg)



ENITINSIRE wdlvEn, S /
LASS b, i vs,;_};‘,,:

OO 0oooot

Page 04 : GS 3 : Environment / Prelims
YRA b YT g-Iuid SFEU Y16, ST "eRd fok] argel (§leTuaa) = Jivon &1 ¢ & adl 2026 | 390 &
STa & B8 TR U 9 graur figl- uad-dia a1 $iR 9t gH aTd gl &1 31 faan sem | a8 URd & g Raast
PP T U 91 HeH 8, S <RH] J STt [ANTaadl & BRI ST gHel & aIc ¢ | I8 Ugd g TReur
¥ for &t AT (2020-2025) 3R YR & eaIfere id fafdear aedl & o ey g1




L)

W NITIN SI

RN

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

The Bombay Natural Histo-
ry Society (BNHS), which
has successfully bred more
than 800 vultures in
its conservation
breeding centres across In-
dia, is now preparing to re-
lease six vultures in As-
sam in January 2026.
BNHS scientists on
Thursday said they are fi-
nalising the dates to re-
lease three male and as
marny female slender-billed
and white-rumped vul-
tures, aged between two
and three years, in As-
sam’s Kamrup and Biswa-
nath districts. They were
bred at BNHS Vulture Con-
servation Breeding Centre
in Rani, Kamrup district.
About the selection of
Kamrup and Biswanath
districts as the location to
release the vultures, BNHA
Senior Scientist and Assis-
tant Director Dr. Sachin Ra-
nade explained, “These lo-
cations fall within the
natural range of vultures
where there are already a

T g Sk faawor
1. 98 fYelier ol 7oA vt @

e T 15-1990 & GRIH T 95% ¥ ¥ & Ta & 91G ! B SATATG! BT GAidd Bl & 2000+ HId & T
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White-rumped vulture at BNHS Vulture Conservation Breeding

Wildlife body BNHS to release 6 critically
endangered vultures in Assam in 2026

o,

Centre in Kamrup district, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

small flock of them and Bis-
wanath is closer to Kazi-
ranga National Park.”

“The wvultures will be
kept there for a minimum
of three months to expe-
rience the surrounding na-
ture and adapt. During this
time, they will observe oth-
er scavengers and become
familiar with the environ-
ment. Since they have
been bred in captivity —
even though the enclo-
sures are large — this will
be their first experience of

true wilderness."
“Vultures live in
flocks, attain maturity after
the age of five, and can live
up to 50 to 60 years. They
have high immunity and
do not easily catch infec-
tions or diseases,” the
BNHS scientists said. The
founder stock (parents of
these vultures) was collect-
ed from different parts of
Assam. Dr. Ranade said the
slender-billed vulture
is mainly found in As-
sam whereas  white-

>

rumped vultures are found
across India.

Currently, India is home
to about 20,000 vultures
across nine species, includ-
ing bearded vulture, grif-
fon vulture, and cinereous
vulture.

The endangered species
are the Egyptian vulture
and the Himalayan griffon
vulture, while the critically
endangered species in-
clude the red-headed vul-
ture, white-rumped vul-
ture, long-billed vulture,
and slender-billed
vulture.

The scientists are work-
ing with local communities
to save vultures in their
natural habitats. The
BNHS team, supported by
the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB)
and the Assam Forest De-
partment, has been work-
ing for over 15 years to pre-
pare the ground for the
release.

They are conducting vil-
lage-level meetings and
educating villagers about
vultures and their
importance.
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3y 7 g 1R U I qraurg gl @1 e &t dem YRd & filg TRer 0Fifa § we Udeiie ser g1 98 Iwd
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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& fQUTT 3 SR HfAATH, 2023 T T TNYF FT AAET SRY fova §, o d ¢ (fsfoted 89 Bk Yy U8 gfie
TY3d TSY) HH Ue IRadTHRY fefted TSRiT thrads &1 URdTd g1 59 YUITel &1 Ie=d A UTad udl &1 UPI- et
¥ f3foree T3U Ad (O, name@entity) & TTY TEADBR, AR, 3-BHIAY G&dT AR Fraoi—es aT faa=or § HTw!
JUYR HP YR & TSR 3ffdheder &1 MYy ST 8 | T8 HRd & AU fefTed ufedids SIPRER (DPI) &1 Seral

& 31 g g
Postal department considers
UPI-like ‘labels’ for addresses

The s
platforms; users can grant firms limited address access, after which the label needs re-authorisation

NEW DELHI

he Department of
T Posts this weel re-
leased a draft

amendment to the Post OF
fice Act, 2023, aimed at in-
troducing an interopera-
ble, standardised, and
user-centric  addressing
systemn called the Digital
Hub for Reference and Un-
ique Virtual Address, or
DHRUVA. The framework
has been under consulta-
tion for a few months, with
one key element, DIGIPIN,
rolled out in March.,

A senior official involved
in DHRUVA's implementa-
tion said it would be able to
replace textual addresses
with email or UPT address-
like labels such  as
“name@entity”,  which
would act as a proxy for a
physical address.

The government hopes
to build this system as part
of its digital public infras-
tructure initiatives and will
allow private companies to
participate.

The department is hop-
ing to draw interest from e-
commerce and gig plat-
forms, where users need to

rovide addresses across

Smart addresses

Adraft amendment sesks te enable an intereperable system
replacing physical addresses with smart labels like "name@
entity” powered by DIGIFIN for precise geolocation

= Labels will be
provided by
address service
providers,
while consent
architecture will —~
be managed
by address
formation
agents

= [twill be based
an the DIGIPIN
system, which is

@ 10-character
alphanumeric
expression of
latitude and longi-
tude coordinates

multiple services. On these
platforms, individuals
wallld be able to provide a
label instead of an address
and authorise firms to re-
ceive the geographic coor-
dinates and full text of
their address instantly, in-
stead of filling out address
forms repeatedly.

The draft amendment
would allow the postal de-
partment to set up a Sec-
tion & not-for-profit entity
under government super-
vision. The body would

= The technology was
developed to provide
more precise |ocations
in rural areas or in
cases where the textual
expression of a physical
address does not

aoffer adequate
information

= The draft

amendment
- is under
consultation;
Section 8 entity
proposed {like
NPC for LIPI)

= The system will
be built as part

of government's
digital public
infrastructure ini
tiatives, and will
allow private firms
to participate

play a role similar to the
National Payments Corpo-
ration of India, which is an
association of banks admi-
nistering the UPI payments
System.

Consent-based
Users would be able to
authorise companies to
view their address for a
specified period if they
wish, after which a given
label will require re-auth-
orisation.

There is no compulsion

in the draft amendment for
private players to join, the
official said, and the de-
partment hopes the sys-
tem will be compelling
enough for firms and users
to sign up.

Labels will be provided
by address service provid-
ers, and the consent archi-
tecture will be managed by
address information
agents, or AlAs,

DIGIPIN system
The DIGIPIN system is the
foundational layer for this
service, the official said.
DIGIPIN is a 10-character
alphanumeric expression
of latitude and longitude.
The technology was deve-
loped to provide more pre-
cise locations in rural areas
or in cases where the tex-
tual expression of a physi-
cal address does not offer
adequate information.
DIGIPIN  was  open-
sourced by the depart-
ment, and each DIGIPIN
corresponds to a roughly
14 square metre patch of
land, with a mathematical
function deterministically
generating a unique code.
This translates to around
228 billion DIGIPINs for In-
dian territory.
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o IUANTEHA! HUF B ¢d ATd & AW ¥ g gt ud T f3aror a1 Y-FEeries ugn &t oAl T Ihd g
. TEAR:
o IS,
o Hedfd snyta,
o AT & T GH: WUl &1 STa=gesal gicl g
Tgd: ST MU=l &I ASgd HRl &, FATH ST Aol A Hra1 |

3. IR ERAAT
o TYNYT YU Y T & fIT TTHRNSE & UM YRT 8 ((R-ATHBR]) SHTS & (AT DI J&H §1dT1 3|
o o et SR s, siad), Ry, o) Wt & wfid 8 9d B

Te: R B IAfiE 8 fF Jfawn & s ol Fafd U J A gl S|

4. T3 OfdT Margsy iR Tansu
o UdI I YSIdT (ASP): f3fSied daa (UPI-SIY §8a) TR |
o T YT TSie (THTSY): IUANTH! ! TgHfd iR ST UaTg Ueifdd &1 |
T8 UPI & PSP 3R TPAP P T=TT &) Ufafafad &di 8 — fadid T + gexsiiRfaferd 21

5. f$forfum: apiat ek
e DIGIPIN = 3f&fi=T + SRIAR BT UG B aTal 10-a01 ISPIARS HIS |
o TG ~ 14 T AR Ul FIS|
o T HRAH 228 faferm gfae fEolifta Tva §1
o Gw yrdior uat a1 STEiRE Sk B GSIfd @ & fore fawia|
aref:
o SHTUTAHTC TaT3fl, SO, faaRor Jarsfl, e Hedror AreHs & Aeg HRdl g
o SUA-TRE: URERAT 3R T RfdE HRar 8|

6. U8 R & forg & A= T@ar @
o URA GO B Y TSI AT (3RRfd ud, yreT fafaerdn &1 w6 8T B
. ﬂam
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D. 1,2 3R 3
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RMed)



i

W NITIN SIR N

OO 0oooot

Page 07 : GS 2 : Social Justice



%

B NITIN SIR N

TISHTSAl B AU 3R A WA @I T oo H aRUl (QHCIIC U Hg@yuf afyew
Wﬁwwﬁﬂﬁgﬁ%wﬁmwﬁﬁaw% ﬁr&g@aﬁ$mwuﬁwm@% Yol gt
D! ATATSt A TR & SR THRIED U0 fhan 81| T8 T, ol "argele RfiRM 19" & U § S o1dl 6,
TSl ULterur & qra, Mgy 3R radf & He@yul HHGNRA! & Udhe B g

A Worrying

qe 'ﬂ% 3R fazeryor pattern of HIV

transmission
in chilcdren

1. TS 7l A 7= & A Bar 3
TS et Tohell @
o THIGRI P ERI (THIRE H),
o U9d FERM,
o WAUH & GRH|

IR AT Te(07 3R TSR R J fay TR W YR ) HH B o1 B, Afeb 3feRret
CRIEIN]

2. ATaT3f & TPRIAD Ue0r g wR o Rigrae ) vasnddt «uf gar @

a) TYTGRIT & R AT AIG WHHAVT: H3 Aleard THaRT & e feml  THRIEAS
TIe0T Bl 8, Afp 91¢ H Tg3msal UTd BRdl 8§, e Ik i ey 3 gidr g, e
TR DT TaRT ol J §¢ ST 8|

) fast sraflr: fde difvae tasmSdt Twam & a1e URMIE TR § ofd arRy HiSg 8
& Sa9G AHS TI&0 THRIAD 5l Ghd g | T ARGl ThRIETD URIE0 HR Fabdll &, A
fohR 2t 3rcafeies eprrep € Thell B

) Thd-UN0T Micidid: S Hriey URMNS THIGRT § Had Uh TI3fsdl Utem
P IAE A & | ITH PIS HTfHd Sigrd Tier gt

o WY IR,

o fEoiadt & ¥y,

o XU &I 3afY|
g 1Y 3ifRfed Yepruil &) fEfd B B Al AT ]
3. 9% U9 Arduie WA [Riar & ¢




B NITIN SIRN ‘ THE?§%§_@A

oot gdubgun
o HIJ HHHU YT — TIRC] &l URHD 23d I b 4|

o WITYTRA, UG 3R THIH & SR I R TR0 AT |
o foour gon 9z a1d fafra TaemEdt &) TH B & A q&d B HHOIR BT & |
4. a7 faT ST AT B2 (3T B I17)
madt Afgarei & ferg
o AT SRR THSTEdT Tt
o e famTet H,
o it & 9wy,

2HINDU| L

[ el

o THI-GHY WR WM & SRA|

o I SIRGH dTe SR a1 A&l & forg sifafiet uiemr|
fRrggeff & forg

o URMNG qRRICTSI URIEUT (G & gRd J1G UHTS{R-3eTRd URign) |

o OIGT SHTIRID B 3dd! URIEITT QIExTd |

o TIIEA Uivifed e & oI IU=R & dehTd YB3 (RS YIRS STReadl # HTh!T R HRal 8) |
YUTTARTA GG Id ol

o QA TR R MDA AN B

o« THAYd 3R THAITR ST B Holgy B |

o TUIHHON 3R IS Piagy & IR & IeRie Rt iR SRewdl &I Thighd B
AT

THTTRIT & SR ATIST & AHRIED TRI&U & Fravig st F vgemsdl Yhav § gfig URd 3R s wgemsdi-
Ay UG & Teb Heb AfepT AHUTH T 3R bl IR el 8| el 1 TSl aiftifed Ararehi & Su=rR &t
fawaar gt 8, Sfew T A1g IHHUr &1 Ual T B fAwadr g1 3 3R &I 6 HA & ol IR-GR T&01 &1 Aoigd
HRAT, AElHe Iad HRAls H YR AT R URIYS R e YR &A1 siawas | o= | Thesdl & 9
PR & AfH AT P UT B & [T 7 B Bl gR AT Hgayuf g



17

W NITIN SIR N

OO 0oooot

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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WY U UTTelt & Teh b YeRUT 3R Pl Ydhe Rl gl 39 3R & WS & BRI R Tl Y 3R
TSR & Al ¥ = H YR I TH B3 & SUME Y| (250 )
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New Delhis re

he current period might well be
viewed, or termed, as India’s moment
of reckoning. For one, India today -
and despite its highly regarded
diplomatic skills - increasingly appears more like
an ‘outlier’ than a major player in world affairs, Tt
has been virtually sitting on the sidelines when it
comes to issues involving peace and order in
different regions of the globe, especially in West
Agia and Europe. It is also a virtual onlooker as
far as the emerging situation in the Indo-Pacific is
concerned. Seldom indeed has India faced a
situation of this kind.
1f this was not bad enough, the entire South
Asian region in which India is situated, appears to
be in turmoil at present. Afghanistan and Nepal
are among the countries on India’s periphery that
appear to be most affected, but from the Maldives
to Myanmar and further afield, India can hardly
count on many friends and allies. Thisisa
frightening scenario given that each day produces
a range of new threats, including cyber.

Hostility from west to east

Currently, India has to contend with two openly
hostile powers on its western and eastern flanks -
Pakistan and Bangladesh, respectively. In the case
of Pakistan, the threat level has been going up
steadily, with a growing cacophony of voices
being heard in that country to teach India a
proper lesson. What is aggravating the situation
further is the approval of the 27th Constitutional
Amendment Bill by Pakistan’s Joint Parliamentary
Committee of the Senate and National Assembly,
which has altered the precarious balance
between civil and military authority in that
country.

Also, a recent amendment has introduced the
concept of a new ‘Chief of Defence Forces’,
elevating Field Marshal Asim Munir as the
nation’s military supremo, and the
commander-in-chief of all three services, having
sole control over Pakistan’s nuclear assets. The
amendment has invested Field Marshal Munir
with absolute authority to deal with enemies
(such as India), removing the fig leaf of
parliamentary restraint and posing a real threat
to India on its western flank. Military
dictatorships in Pakistan, as elsewhere, have
traditionally proved to be extremely hostile to a
democratic India, and the rise and rise of Field
Marshal Asim Munir, with unfettered authority,
represents a significant and direct threat to a
democratic India.

That such concerns are well merited, and that
military dictators tend to be short sighted, is well
known, Concentration of power encourages
strategic adventurism. This, in turn, increases the
chances of miscalculation in crises. Also, and in
keeping with the general trend among military
regimes, there is likely to be a tendency to turn
local conflicts into spheres of proxy competition
and inter-state confrontation. Hence, prospects of
a lasting peace with Pakistan are unlikely. On the
other hand, the risk of conflict has enhanced
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significantly. Thus, it would be wise for India not
to ignore the possibility of yet another conflict
with Pakistan in the near future and be prepared
for all eventualities, This may as vet be in the
realm of speculation, but the danger must not be
ignored.

India’s Pakistan problem is compounded by
the fact that the interim government in
Bangladesh to India’s east, is proving unfriendly,
if nat openly hostile, toit. To add to India's
discomfiture, Bangladesh is currently displaying a
willingness to establish warmer relations with
Pakistan, In a first, a Pakistan navy ship visited
Bangladesh after almost a half-a-century and this
is expected to help Pakistan re-establish its
presence in the Bay of Bengal. This has serious
security implications for India.

Hence, a mixture of ideological posturing and
military governance on India’s western and
eastern flanks has raised diplomatic temperatures
across the region. It could have serious and
adverse consequences, if not properly handled.
Extreme vigilance and careful manceuvring is
called for.

The surfacing of ‘urban terror’

Compounding India's problems at this time is the
return of ‘urban terror” after a gap of several
years, though in a different mould, and by a
whole new set of indigenous actors. Tt is only fair
to think that in the highly disparate world that we
live in, and in the circumstances prevailing today,
terror is merely a hand's length away from
everyday existence, Yet, till recently, urban
terrorism on a significant scale had taken a back
seat after the 2008 terror attacks in Mumbai
sponsored by Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed in collusion with elements of
the Pakistan military establishment.

During the past two decades, sporadic terror
attacks had been reported in certain urban
pockets, but the latest module of urban terror -
extending trom Jammu and Kashmir to Faridabad
and Delhi, and involving medical practitioners
and doctors (most of whom had connections to
the Al-Falah university, Faridabad, Haryana)
reveals a new chapter in India’s tryst with
terrorism.

The latest terror module, comprising almost
only medical practitioners, draws inspiration
from, and harps back to the destruction of the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya (in 1992). It
fundamentally differs from the terror attacks
witnessed in Mumbai (and certain other pockets)
during 1992-1993 in the wake of the Babri Masjid
demolition, which were mainly carried out by
‘lumpen’ elements,

That more than three decades after the
destruction of the Babri Masjid, terror still finds
supparters and that too among the educated
elite. That is it more so among groups, such as
doctors, is highly disturbing. It reveals that
religious terrorism is not only alive but still active.

Also, its newest disciples represent some of the
best and brightest elements of a community. This

ation, Indias tryst with terror

is a quantitative and qualitative leap as far as the
annals of terror are concerned.

Details of the terror module, which extends
from Srinagar to Faridabad to Delhi, have been
widely aired. But what should cause more serious
and deep concern is that they could accumulate
nearly 3,000 kilograms of explosive material and
also safely hide it in two houses, Further, it is
alarming that a car laden with explosives could
escape the police dragnet around India’s capital
city, Delhi, and trigger an explosion in the vicinity
of Red Fort in the heart of Delhi. This reveals
either extremely careful planning at one level, or
total ineptness on the part of the authorities, on
another. Worse still, while the 1993 terror
explosions were carried out by ‘lumpen
elements’ and the 2008 Mumbai attacks were
directly sponsored by Pakistan, the latest
incidents were of an entirely different character,

These were arganised by a group of medical
professionals, some of whom were perhaps not
even born when the destruction of the Babri
Masjid took place, revealing a major fault line in
India’s multi-cultural, multi-religious society. Far
more than the details of the terror module that
are being revealed through painstaking
investigation, it is this aspect, and the aspect of
revenge, which has been the catalyst for some of
the best and brightest in a community, which
should be seen as a blot on India’s civilisational
journey and progress.

The moot point is whether the latest incident
represents mere disenchantment and anger
against the nation state, or something more
fundamental. It has been India’s belief, and as
claimed by the Union Home Minister in
Parliament, that no local had joined a terrorist
group in Jammu and Kashmir in recent times,

This myth has been exploded. Investigations
have revealed that this is an entirely local terrorist
maodule, which had been using encrypted
channels for indoctrination, coordination, fund
movements and logistics. Another aspect is that
funds were being raised by professional and
academic networks under the guise of
social/charitable causes. There are other reports
that the groups were in touch with elements in
Pakistan. The links of the group also seem to
extend beyond Pakistan to the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Tirkiye.

The need for vigil

Given the new perilous external dimension to
India’s security, a hostile Pakistan and
Bangladesh on its western and eastern borders,
and the fact that much of West and South Asia are
in turmoil, India needs to be careful that the
situation does not lead to the fostering of
religious fascism on a more extended scale. Given
India’s tolerance and acceptance of disparate
religious beliefs, this may seem unlikely. But
eternal vigilance (or diligence) is the price that
needs to be paid to ensure that the situation does
not deteriorate further, necessitating cause for
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Follow WIiore

> Phone Number : - 9999154587

> Email : - k.nitinca@gmail.com

> Weaebsite : - https://nitinsirclasses.com/

> Youtube : -https://youtube.com/@nitinsirclasses83142si=a7Wf6zaTC5Px08Nf

> Instagram :- https://www.instagram.com/k.nitinca?igsh=MTVxeXgxNGJyajN3aw==

> Facebook : - https://www.facebook.com/share/19JbpGvTgM/?mibextid=qi20mg

» Telegram : - https://t.me/+ebUFssPR83NhNmJI
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